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Sri Amnaya-siitra

Part One

Chapter One
Saktimattva-prakarana
The Master of All Potencies

Satra 1

athata amnaya-sutram pravaksyamah

atha—now; atah—then; amnaya-sutram—the Amnaya-sutra; pravaksyamah—
we will speak.

Now we will speak the Amnaya-sutra.
Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

natva sri-krsna-caitanyari
jagad-acarya-vigraham

kena bhaktivinodena
vaisnavanam prasadatah

pramanair astabhih sadbhir
lingair vedartha-nirnayam

abhidha-vrttim asritya
sabdanam ca visesatah

trimSottara-satam siitram
racitam mahad-ajnaya
pathantu vaisnavah sarve
caitanya-pada-sevinah

“Bowing down before Lord Sri Krsna Caitanya, the teacher of the the entire
world, a certain person named Bhaktivinoda, by the grace of the Vaisnavas and
by the order of the great souls, has composed 130 suitras describing the final
conclusion of the Vedas, a conclusion attained by studying the eight sources of



evidence, the six signs, and the direct and indirect interpretation of words. May
all the Vaisnavas who serve Lord Caitanya’s feet study these sutras.

Sutra 2
tattvam ekam evadvitiyam

tattvam—the Absolute Truth; ekam—one; eva—indeed; advitiyam—without a
second.

The Absolute Truth is one without a second.
Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Chandogya Upanisad it is said:
sad eva saumyedam agra asid ekam evadvitiyam

“O gentle one, in the beginning only the Absolute Truth, who is one without a
second, existed.”

In the Brhad-aranyaka Upanisad it is said:

purnam adah purnam idam
purnat purnam udacyate

purnasya purnam dadaya
purnam evavasisyate

“The Personality Godhead is perfect and complete, and because He is
completely perfect, all emanations from Him, such as this phenomenal world,
are perfectly equipped as complete wholes. Whatever is produced of the
complete whole is also complete in itself. Because He is the complete whole,
even though so many complete units emanate from Him, He remains the
complete balance.”*

In Srimad-Bhagavatam (2.9.33) it is said:

aham evasam evagre

nanyad yat sad asat param
pascad aham yad etac ca

yo ‘vasisyeta so ‘smy aham

“Brahma, it is I, the Personality of Godhead, who was existing before the
creation, when there was nothing but Myself. Nor was there the material nature,
the cause of this creation. That which you see now is also I, the Personality of
Godhead, and after annihilation what remains will also be I, the Personality of
Godhead.”*



In Sr1 Caitanya-caritamrta (Madhya 20.152), Sr1 Caitanya Mahaprabhu says:
krsnera svariipa-vicara suna sandtana
advaya-jiana tattva vraje vrajendra-nandana

“O Sanatana, please hear about the eternal form of Lord Krsna. He is the Absolute
Truth, devoid of duality but present in Vrndavana as the son of Nanda Maharaja.”*

Sutra 3
nityam acintya-saktikam

nityam—eternal; acintya—inconceivable; Saktikam—potencies.

He has inconceivable potencies eternally.
Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura
In the Svetasvatara Upanisad it is said:

vicitra-saktih purusah purano
canyesam Saktayas tadrsasyuh

eko vasi sarva-bhutantaratma
sarvan devan eka evanuvistah

“The Supreme Lord is the oldest, the original person. His powers are
inconceivable. Everything is His potency. He is the Supreme Controller, the
Supersoul in everyone’s heart. He alone has entered the hearts of all the
demigods.”

In the Hayasirsa-paricaratra it is said:

paramatma hari-devas
tac-chaktih $rir ihodita

$ri-devi prakrtih prokta
kesavah purusah smrtah

“Lord Hari is the Supreme Personality of Godhead and the goddess of fortune is
His transcendental potency. He is the Supreme God and she the Supreme
Goddess.”

Srila Jiva Gosvami explains:

sarvesam bhavanam pavakasyosnata-vad acintya-jiana-gocarah saktayah santy eva.
brahmanas ta sva-bhava-bhutah svarupad abhinna-saktayah.



“The Supreme Personality of Godhead has many inconceivable potencies, all
manifested from His transcendental form. As heat is not different from fire, so the
Lord’s potencies are not different from the Lord Himself.”

Sutra 4
nityam sa-visesam

nityam—eternal; sa—with; visesam—variety.

He has a variety of transcendental qualities eternally.
Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Svetasvatara Upanisad (6.6) it is said:

sa vrksa-kalakrtibhih paro ‘nyo
yasmat prapaincah parivartate yam
dharmavaharm papa-nudam bhagesam
jhatvatma-stham amrtam visva-dhama

“The Supreme Personality of Godhead is not touched by the material nature, and
He is free from the entanglement of the complex tree of material time. He is the
origin of the material creation, and it is due to Him only that everything changes.
He is the protector of religion and the annihilator of all sinful activities. He is the
master of all opulences, and everything rests within Him. He is the Supersoul
present in everyone’s heart. Those who understand and worship Him become free
from the cycle of birth and death in the material world and return to the eternal
spiritual world.”*

jiana-sakti-balaisvarya-
virya-tejamsy asesatah

bhagavac-chabda-vacyani
vina heyair gunadibhih

“The word Bhagavan means that the Supreme Personality of Godhead has all
knowledge, strength, wealth, fame, beauty, and renunciation, and no faults.”

Srila Rapa Gosvami (Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu 2.1.37) explains:

sada svarupa-sampraptah
sarvajio nitya-niitanah

sac-cid-ananda-sandrangah
sarva-siddhi-nisevitah

“These [5 qualities that jivas cannot possess but that demigods like Siva can, as
well as all Visnu-tattvas] are: 1. Always being situated in one’s original position, 2.
being omniscient, 3. being always fresh and youthful, 4. being the concentrated



form of eternity, knowledge, and bliss, and 5. possessing all mystic perfection.”*

Suatra 5
nityam nirvisesam ca
nityam—eternal; nirviSesam—without qualities; ca—and.
He also has no qualities eternally.
Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura
In the Katha Upanisad (1.3.15) it is said:
asabdam asparsam ariipam avyayari
tatharasam nityam agandhavac ca yat
anady anantam mahatah param dhruvam
nicayya tan mrtyu-mukhat pramucyate
“By understanding the Supreme, who has no sound, no touch, no form, no death,
no taste, no scent, no beginning, and no end, and who is eternal and greater than
the greatest, one is rescued from the jaws of death.”
In the Hari-vamsa it is said:
brahma tejomayar divyam
mahad yad drstavan asi
aham sa bharata Srestham

abhejas tat sanatanam

“O Bharata, what you see is effulgent Supreme Brahman. I am that eternal
Brahman.”

Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu (Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya 6.141) explains:

nirvisesa tare kahe yei sruti-gana
prakrta nisedhi kare aprakrta-sthapana

“Wherever there is an impersonal description in the Vedas, the Vedas mean to
establish that everything belonging to the Supreme Personality of Godhead is
transcendental and free of mundane characteristics.”*

Stutra 6

viruddha-dharma-samanjasyam tad-acintya-saktitvat

viruddha—contradictory; dharma—natures; samanjasyam—propriety; tat—of



Him; acintya—inconceivable; saktitvat—because of potencies.

Because He has inconceivable potencies, it is proper that He has these
mutually contradictory natures.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura
In the Svetasvatara Upanisad (3.19) it is said:

apani-pado javano grahita

pasyaty acaksuh sa srnoty akarnah
sa vetti vedyam na ca tasyasti vetta

tam ahur agryam purusam mahantam

“Learned transcendentalists explain that God is the greatest, the original person.
He has no material hands, but He can take anything. He has no material legs, but
He can travel faster than anyone. He has no material eyes, but He sees everything.
He has no material ears, but He hears everything. He knows everything, but no one
knows Him.”*

In the Kitrma Purana it is said:
aisvarya-yogad bhagavan

viruddhartho ‘bhidhiyate
tathapi dosah parama

naivaharyah kadacana

“Because He has inconceivable powers, the Supreme Personality of Godhead has
many mutually contradictory qualities. There is never any fault in this.”

Srila Jayatirtha Muni explains:

na kevalam samanyato vicitra-saktir isvarah kintu sarva-visaye sarvada vidyamana-
vicitra-Saktih.

“It is not merely that, in general, the Supreme Lord has wonderful powers; it is
that always and in every circumstance His power and glory are wonderful.”

Srila Jiva Gosvami explains:
dharma eva dharmitvam nirbheda eva nana-bhedavattvam aripitva eva rupitvam

vyapakatva eva madhyamattvam iti paraspara-viruddhananta-guna-nidhih.

“The Supreme Personality of Godhead, who possesses all transcendental
qualities, is not different from His many qualities and glories. He has a form, and
yet He has no form. He is all-pervading, and yet He stands in one place. He is a



great treasure-house of limitless and mutually contradictory transcendental
qualities.”

Suatra 7

sa-visesatvam eva balavad itaranupalabdhe

sa—with; visesa—qualities; tvam—the state of being; eva—indeed; balavat—
powerful; itara—of the other; anupalabdhe—unperceived.

Because the Lord’s feature without qualities cannot be perceived, His
feature with qualities is more important.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Rgveda-samhita it is said:

tad visnoh paramam padam

sada pasyanti surayah
diviva caksur atatam

tad vipraso vipanyavo jagrvamsah samindhate
visnor yat paramar padam

“Just as the sun’s rays in the sky are extended to the mundane vision, so in the
same way the wise and learned devotees always see the supreme abode of Lord
Visnu. Because those highly praiseworthy and spiritually awake brahmanas are
able to see the spiritual world, they are also able to reveal that supreme abode of
Lord Visnu.”*

In the Varaha Purana it is said:

sarve nityah sasvatas ca
devad yasya paratmanah
heyopadeya-rahitah
naiva prakrtijah kvacit

“All the varied expansions of the Personality of Godhead are transcendental and
eternal, and all of them repeatedly descend to all the different universes of the
material creation. Their bodies, composed of eternity, bliss, and knowledge, are
everlasting. There is no chance of their decaying, for they are not creations of the



material world. Their forms are concentrated spiritual existence, always complete
with all spiritual qualities and devoid of material contamination.”*

paramananda-sandoha-
jiana-matra ca sarvatah

deha-dehi-bhida catra
nesvare vidyate kvacit

“All the forms of the Supreme Personality of Godhead are full of knowledge
and bliss. The Supreme Personality of Godhead and His forms are never different.”
Srila Jiva Gosvami explains:

akhanda-tattva-riipo bhagavan samanyakarasya sphurti-laksanatvena sva-
prabhakarasya brahmano ‘py asraya iti yuktam eva.

“The Supreme Personality of Godhead is never different from any of His forms.
He is the shelter of the effulgent impersonal Brahman, which is the light
emanating from His transcendental form.”

Stitra 8

svarupa-tad-riipa-vaibhava-jiva-pradhana-ripena tac caturdha
svariipa—own form; tad-riipa-vaibhava—expansions; jiva—individual spirit
souls; pradhana—matter; riipena—in the form; tat—that; caturdha—in four ways.
He has four manifestations: 1. His original form, 2. the forms of His direct

expansions, 3. the individual spirit souls, and 4. the world of matter.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Svetasvatara Upanisad (6.16) it is said:

sa visva-krd visva-vid atma-yonih
kala-karo guni sarva-vidyah

pradhana-ksetra-patir gunesah



samsara-moksa-sthiti-bandha-hetuh

“The Supreme Lord, the creator of the cosmic manifestation, knows every nook
and corner of His creation. Although He is the cause of creation, there is no cause
for His appearance. He is fully aware of everything. He is the Supersoul, the master
of all transcendental qualities, and He is the master of this cosmic manifestation in

regard to bondage to the conditional state of material existence and liberation from
that bondage.”*

In Srimad-Bhagavatam it is said:

bhakti-yogena manasi
samyak pranihite ‘male
apasyat purusam purnam

mayam ca tad-apasrayam

“Thus he fixed his mind, perfectly engaging it by linking it in devotional service
(bhakti-yoga) without any tinge of materialism, and thus he saw the Absolute
Personality of Godhead along with His external energy, which was under full
control.”*

yaya sammohito jiva
atmanam tri-gunatmakam
paro ‘pi manute ‘nartham

tat-krtam cabhipadyate

“Due to this external energy, the living entity, although transcendental to the
three modes of material nature, thinks of himself as a material product and thus
undergoes the reactions of material miseries.”*

Srila Jiva Gosvami explains:

ekam evam paramam tattvam svabhavikacintya-saktya sarvadaiva svarapa-tad-ripa-



vaibhava-jiva-pradhana-riipena caturdhavatisthate.

“Although the Supreme Persoanlity of Godhead is one, by His inconceivable
potencies He always has four manifestations: 1. His original form, 2. the forms of
His direct expansions, 3. the individual spirit souls, and 4. the world of matter.”

Satra 9

acintya-bhedabhedatmakam

acintya—inconceivable; bheda—different; abheda—not different; atmakam—
Self.

Everything is inconceivably different and not different from Him.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Katha Upanisad (2.2.12) it is said:

eko vasi sarva-bhiutantaratma
ekari riiparin bahudha yah karoti
tam atma-stham ye ‘nupasyanti dhiras

tesam sukham sasvatam netaresam

“Wise men who in their hearts see the one Supreme Personality of Godhead,
who becomes many and enters everyone’s heart, attain eternal bliss. Others
cannot.”

In Srimad-Bhagavatam it is said:

yathda mahanti bhutani
bhiitesticcavacesv anu

pravistany apravistani



yatha tesu na tesv aham

“O Brahma, please know that the universal elements enter into the cosmos and
at the same time they do not enter into the cosmos. Similarly, I Myself also exist
within everything created, and at the same time I am outside of everything.”*

In the Padma Purana it is said:
acintyayaiva Saktyaiva

eko ‘vayava-varjitah

atmanarh bahudha krtva
kridate yoga-sampada

“With the help of His inconceivable mystic potency, the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, who has no material body, becomes many and enjoys pastimes.”

Srila Jiva Gosvami explains:

sva-mate tv acintya-bhedabhedav eva.

“Everything is inconceivably different and not different from the Supreme
Lord.”

Chapter Two
Sakti-prakarana
The Potencies of the Supreme Personality of Godhead

Sitra 10
hladini-sandhini-samvid iti para-sakteh prabhava-trayam
hladini—hladini; sandhini—sandhini; samvit—samvit; iti—thus; para—

transcendental; sakteh—of the potency; prabhava—powers; trayam—three.

The Lord’s three transcendental potencies are: 1. Hladini (bliss), 2. Sandhini



(eternity), and 3. Samvit (knowledge).

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Svetasvatara Upanisad (6.8) it is said:

na tasya karyam karanar ca vidyate
na tat-samas cabhyadhikas ca drsyate
parasya saktir vividhaiva sruyate
svabhaviki jiana-bala-kriya ca

“He does not possess bodily form like that of an ordinary living entity. There is
no difference between His body and His soul. He is absolute. All His senses are
transcendental. Any one of His senses can perform the action of any other sense.
Therefore, no one is greater than Him or equal to Him. His potencies are
multifarious, and thus His deeds are automatically performed as a natural
sequence.”*

In the Visnu Purana (1.12.69) it is said:

hladini sandhini samvit

tvayy eka sarva-sarhsthitau
hlada-tapa-kari misra

tvayl no guna-varjite

“O Lord, You are the support of everything. The three attributes hladini,
sandhini, and samvit exist in You as one spiritual energy. But the material modes,
which cause happiness, misery, and mixtures of the two, do not exist in You, for
You have no material qualities.”*

In Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Madhya 6.158-159) it is said:

sac-cid-ananda-maya i$vara-svarapa
tina ams$e cic-chakti haya tina rapa

“The Supreme Personality of Godhead in His original form is full of eternity,
knowledge, and bliss. The spiritual potency in these three portions (sat, cit, and
ananda) assumes three different forms.*

anandarhse hladini sad-amse sandhini



cid-amh$e samvit yare krsna-jiana mani

“The three portions of the spiritual potency are called hladini (the bliss
portion), sandhini (the eternity portion), and samvit (the knowledge portion). We
accept knowledge of these as full knowledge of the Supreme Personality of
Godhead.”*

Satra 11

saiva svato ‘ntaranga-bahiranga-tatastha

sa—that; eva—indeed; svatah—personally; antaranga—internal; bahiranga—
external; tatastha—marginal.

Those potencies become: 1. Antaranga (internal potency), Bahiranga

(external potency), and Tatastha (marginal potency).

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Svetasvatara Upanisad (1.3) it is said:

te dhyana-yoganugata apasyan
devatma-saktimh sva-gunair nigidham

“Rapt in meditation, the sages then saw the mysterious potency and
transcendental qualities of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, the first cause,
who alone dominates the secondary causes, from time to the individual living
entity.”

In the Svetasvatara Upanisad (4.5) it is said:

ajam ekarh lohita-krsna-suklam

“A unborn man enjoys an unborn red, white, and black woman who bears
many children like herself. Another unborn man first enjoys and then forsakes
her.”

(Note: The unborn woman is the material nature. The colors red, white, and
black are the modes of passion, goodness, and ignorance. The many children are



the ingredients of the material universes. The first unborn man is the conditioned
soul. the second unborn man is the soul who, after trying to enjoy matter, finally
renounces the world and attains liberation.)

In the Svetasvatara Upanisad (4.7) it is said:

samane vrkse puruso nimagno
anisaya socati muhyamanah

“Although the two birds are on the same tree, the eating bird is fully engrossed
with anxiety and moroseness as the enjoyer of the fruits of the tree. But if in some
way or other he turns his face to his friend who is the Lord and knows His glories,
at once the suffering bird becomes free from all anxieties.”*

(Note: The eating bird is the individual spirit soul, his friend, the other bird, is
the Supersoul, and the tree is the material body.)

In the Visnu Purana it is said:
visnu-saktih para prokta
ksetrajnakhya tathapara

avidya karma-samjnanya
trtiya saktir isyate

“The potency of Lord Visnu is summarized in three categories, namely the
spiritual potency, the living entities, and ignorance. The spiritual potency is full of
knowledge, the living entities, although belonging to the spiritual potency, are
subject to bewilderment, and the third energy, which is full of ignorance, is always
visible in fruitive activities.”*

Srila Jiva Gosvami explains:

Saktis ca sa tridha antaranga tatastha bahiranga ca.

“The Supreme Personality of Godhead has three potencies: 1. Antaranga
(internal potency), Bahiranga (external potency), and Tatastha (marginal potency).

Srila Krsnadasa Kaviraja Gosvami explains:

cic-chakti jiva-sakti ara maya-sakti



“The Lord has three potencies: 1. the spiritual potency, 2. the living entities,
and 3. the world of matter.”

Suatra 12

tad-iksanac chaktir eva kriyavati

tat—of Him; tksanat—by the glance; saktih—potency; eva—indeed; kriyavati—
active.

The Lord’s glance pushes His potency into action.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Prasna Upanisad (6.3) it is said:

sa iksam cakre

“He glanced over the material creation.”*

In the Aitareya Upanisad (1.1.1-2) it is said:
sa aiksata lokan nu srja iti. sa iman lokan asrjata.

“He glanced over the material creation. Thus He created the entire material
world.”*

In the Vamana Purana it is said:
tatra tatra sthito visnus

tat-tac-chaktih prabodhayan

eka eva maha-saktih
kurute sarvam anjasa

“Wherever Lord Visnu goes, His potencies follow. The master of great
potencies, He does everything very easily.”



In the Bhagavad-gita (9.10), Lord Krsna explains:

mayadhyaksena prakrtih
sulyate sa-caracaram

hetunanena kaunteya
jagad viparivartate

“This material nature, which is one of My energies, is working under My
direction, O son of Kunti, producing all moving and nonmoving beings. Under its
rule this manifestation is created and annihilated again and again.”*

Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu explains:

Sakti pradhana krsna icchaya sarvar karta

“Lord Krsna wishes, and His potency does everything.”
Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu again explains (Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya

20.259):

maya-dvare srje tenho brahmandera gana
jada-rapa prakrti nahe brahmanda-karana

“By the agency of the material energy, this same Lord Sankarsana creates all the
universes. The dull material energy, known in modern language as nature, is not
the cause of the material universe.”*

Chapter Three
Svartapa-prakarana
The Real Form of the Supreme Personality of Godhead

Sutra 13
svartpam tri-vidham

svaripam—own form; tri—three; vidham—=kinds.



The Supreme Personality of Godhead has three features.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Svetasvatara Upanisad it is said:

udgitam etat paramarn tu brahma

tasmirs trayar su-pratisthitaksaram ca
tatrantaram brahma-vido viditva

lina brahmani tat-para yoni-muktah

“The Vedas declare that the Absolute Truth exists in three features. He is the
Brahman, the Supersoul in everyone’s heart, and the Supreme Person. They who
know Him as the impersonal Brahman merge into Brahman. They who are devoted
to His original feature as the Supreme Person escape having to enter a mother’s
womb.”

In Srimad-Bhagavatam it is said:

vadanti tat tattva-vidas
tattvam yaj jhanam advayam
brahmeti paramatmeti
bhagavan iti s$abdyate

“Learned transcendentalists who know the Absolute Truth call this non-dual
substance Brahman, Paramatma, or Bhagavan.”*
Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu explains (Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya 20.157):

jhana yoga bhakti tina sadhanera vase
brahma atma bhagavan tri-vidha prakase

“There are three kinds of spiritual processes for understanding the Absolute
Truth: the processes of speculative knowledge, mystic yoga, and bhakti-yoga.
According to these three processes, the Absolute Truth is manifested and
Brahman, Paramatma, and Bhagavan.”*

Sttra 14



jhane cin-matrarh brahma

jhane—in jnana-yoga; cit—spirit; matram—only; brahma—Brahman.

By following jhana-yoga the undifferentiated spirit, the Brahman, is realized.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Kena Upanisad (1.4) it is said:

yad vacanabhyuditarh yan manasa na manute yac caksusa na pasyanti yac
chrotrena na $rnoti yat pranena na praniti tad eva brahma tam viddhi.

“Know that the Brahman cannot be described by the voice, conceived of by the
mind, seen by the eyes, heard about by the ears, or breathed with the breath.”

In the Mandukya Upanisad it is said:
sarvarh hy etad brahmayam atma brahma so ‘yam atma catuspat.

“Everything is Brahman. The Supersoul, present in each of the four quarters, is
Brahman.”

In the Bhagavad-gita (14.27), Lord Krsna explains:
brahmano hi pratisthaham

amrtasyavyayasya ca

sasvatasya ca dharmasya
sukham aikantikasya ca

“I am the basis of the impersonal Brahman, which is immortal, imperishable,
and eternal, and is the constitutional position of ultimate happiness.”*
Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu explains:

brahma anga-kanti tanra nirvisesa prakase
strya yena carma-cakse jyotirmaya bhase



“The manifestation of the impersonal Brahman effulgence, which is without
variety, is the rays of Krsna’s bodily effulgence. It is exactly like the sun. When the
sun is seen by our ordinary eyes, it simply appears to consist of effulgence.”*

Sutra 15

yoge viSvamaya-paratma

yoge—in yoga; viSvamaya—everywhere in the universe; paratma—the
Supersoul.

By following the path of yoga the Supersoul, who is present everywhere in the

material universe, is realized.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Aitareya Upanisad it is said:

atma va idam eka evagra asit. nanyat kificana misat.

“In the beginning only the Supersoul existed. There was nothing but Him.”

In the Svetasvatara Upanisad it is said:

angustha-matrah puruso ‘ntaratma
sada jananam hrdaye sannivisthah
hrda manv-iso manasabhiklpto
yatra tad vidur amrtas te bhavanti

“The conditioned soul is small like a thumb, splendid like the the sun, and
filled with false-ego and material desire. Different from him is the Supersoul,
whose form is also very small, but who is filled with intelligence and spiritual
knowledge.”

In the Satvata Tantra it is said:

visnos tu trini rapani



purusakhyany atho viduh
prathamarh mahatah srastr

dvitiyarh tv anda-sarmsthitam
trtiyamn sarva-bhuita-stham

ta vijhatva pramucyate

“Visnu has three forms, called purusas. The first, Maha-Visnu, is the creator of
the total material energy (mahat), the second is Garbhodasayi, who is situated
within each universe, and the third is Ksirodasayi, who lives in the heart of every
living being. He who knows these three becomes liberated from the clutches of
maya.”*

Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu (explains:

paramatma yenho tinho krsnera eka amsa
atmara atma hana krsna sarva avatarmsa

“The Paramatma, the Supersoul feature, is the partial plenary portion of the
Supreme Personality of Godhead, who is the original source of all living entities. It
is also Krsna who is the original source of Paramatma.”*

Sttra 16

tad-avatara hy asankhyah

tat—of Him; avatarah—incarnations; hy—indeed; asankhyah—countless.

From Him come countless incarnations.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Catur-veda-sikha, the Lord says:

vasudevah sankarsanah pradyumno ‘niruddho ‘harh matysah kairmo varaho
nrsimho vamano ramo ramo buddha-kalkir aham

“I am Vasudeva, Sankarsana, Pradyumna, Aniruddha, Matysa, Kirma, Varaha,
Nrsimha, Vamana, Rama, Parasurama, Buddha, and Kalki.”



In Srimad—Bhégavatam (1.3.26) it is said:

avatara hy asankhyeya
hareh sattva-nidher dvijah
yatha vidarmsinah kalyah
sarasah syuh sahasrasah

“O brahmanas, the incarnations of the Lord are innumerable, like rivulets
flowing from inexhaustible sources of water.”*

Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu (Sr1 Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya 20.245-246)
explains:
purusavatara eka lilavatara ara
gunavatara ara manvantaravatara

yugavatara ara saktyavesavatara

“There are six types of incarnations (avataras) of Krsna. One is the incarnations
of Visnu (purusa-avataras), and another is the incarnations meant for the
performance of pastimes (lila-avataras). There are incarnations that control the
material qualities (guna-avataras), incarnations of the Manus (manvantara-
avataras), incarnations in different millenniums (yuga-avataras), and incarnations
of empowered living entities ($aktyavesa-avataras).”*

Satra 17

sarve cic-chaktimanto mahesvarah

sarve—all; cit—spiritual; sakti—potencies; mantah—possessing; mahesvarah—
the Supreme Personality of Godhead.

All these incarnations are the Supreme Personality of Godhead Himself. They

are the masters of the spiritual potencies.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Catur-veda-sikha it is said:



naivete jayante naitesam ajiana-bandho na muktih. sarva esa hy ete parna ajara
amrtah paramah paramanandah.

“The incarnations of the Lord do not take birth. They are never bound by
ignorance. They never require to become liberated. They are all perfect and
complete. They are free from old-age and death. They are full of transcendental
bliss. They are all the Supreme Personality of Godhead Himself.”

In the Varaha Purana it is said:

svarnsas catho vibhinnarsa iti dvedharsa isyate.

“There are two kinds of amsas. The svamsas are incarnations of the Lord and
the vibhinnarhsas are the individual spirit souls.”

In the Sammohana Tantra it is said:
dharmartha-kama-moksanam

iSvaro jagad-i$varah

santi tasya maha-bhaga
avatarah sahasrasah

“the Supreme Personality of Godhead is the master of all the universes. He is
the master of religion, economic development, sense gratification, and liberation.
In many thousands of very glorious incarnations, He comes to this world.”

Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu (Sr1 Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya 20.145) explains:

mayatita paravyoma sabara avasthana
visve avatari dhari avatara nama

“All the expansions of Lord Krsna are actually residents of the spiritual world.
However, when They descend into the material world, they are called incarnations
(avataras).”*

Suatra 18

bhaktau parna-puruso bhagavan

bhaktau—in devotional service; parna-purusah—the perfect Supreme



Personality of Godhead; bhagavan—the master of all opulences.

By following the path of devotional service the perfect Supreme Personality of
Godhead, the master of all opulences, is realized.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Svetasvatara Upanisad (3.8) it is said:

vedaham etarh purusarh mahantarn
aditya-varnarm tamasah parastat

tam eva viditvati mrtyum eti
nanyah pantha vidyate ‘yanaya

“I know that Supreme Personality of Godhead who is transcendental to all
material conceptions of darkness. Only he who knows Him can transcend the
bonds of birth and death. There is no way for liberation other than this knowledge
of the Supreme Person.”*

In the Garga-sarmbhita it is said:

purnah puranah purusottamottamah
parat paro yah purusah paresvarah

svayarh sad-anandamayarh krpakararm
gunakararh tarh $aranar vrajamy aham

“I take shelter of the perfect Supreme Personality of Godhead, who is older
than the oldest, greater than the greatest, the supreme person, the supreme master,
full of transcendental bliss, a jewel mine of mercy, and a jewel mine of
transcendental virtues.”

Sri Nimbarka Svami explains:

sva-bhavato ‘pasta-samasta-dosarn
asesa-kalyana-gunaika-rasim

vythanginam brahma-parar varenyarn
dhyayema krsnar kamaleksanarm harim

“I meditate on Lord Krsna, the lotus-eyed Supreme Personality of Godhead,
who is completely faultless, who is a treasury of all auspicious virtues, who is the



Supreme, who is the greatest, and who expands in many forms.”

Sttra 19

audarya-madhuryaisvarya-bhedena tat-svarapam api tri-vidham

audarya—generosity; madhurya—sweetness; aisvarya—opulence; bhedena—
with difference; tat—His; svaripam—nature; api—also; tri—three; vidham—
kinds.

He has three features: Audarya (generosity), Madhurya (sweetness), and
Aisvarya (opulence).

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Svetasvatara Upanisad (6.7 and 3.12) it is said:

tam 1Svaranam paramarh mahesvaram
tarh devatanarh paramarh ca daivatam

patirh patinarm paramarh parastat
vidama devarm bhuvanesam idyam

“We meditate on the Supreme Personality of Godhead. He is the controller of
all other controllers, and He is the greatest of all the diverse planetary leaders.
Everyone is under His control. All entities are delegated with particular power only
by the Supreme Lord. They are not Supreme themselves. He is also worshipable by
all demigods and is the supreme director of all directors. Therefore, He is
transcendental to all kinds of material leaders and controllers and is worshipable
by all. There is no one greater than Him, and He is the supreme cause of all
causes.”*

mahan prabhur vai purusah
sattvasyaisah pravartakah

su-nirmalam imarh praptirh
isano jyotir avyayah

“the Supreme Personality of Godhead is the source of the Brahman effulgence,
and He is imperishable. He is the Supreme Controller. He controls the mode of
goodness, and He awards various kinds of intelligence to the living entities. He is
the controller of spiritual purity and liberation.”*



In the Gopala-tapani Upanisad it is said:

sat-pundarika-nayanarm
meghambhram vaidyutambaram

dvi-bhujarh mauna-mudradhyarm
vana-malinam i$varam

“I offer my respectful obeisances to the Supreme Personality of Godhead, whose
eyes are lotus flowers, who is splendid like a dark monsoon cloud, whose garments
are lightning, who has two arms, who is filled with transcendental knowledge, and
who is decorated with a garland of forest flowers.”

In tha Manu-sambhita it is said:

prasasitaram sarv/esam
aniyarhsam anor api

rukmabharh svapna-dhi-gamyarn
vidyat tarh purusarh param

“Please know that the Supreme Personality of Godhead is the master and
controller of everyone. He is smaller than the smallest. He is splendid like gold. He
sometimes appears in a dream.”

In Srimad-Bhagavatam (2.2.17) it is said:
na yatra kalarh nimisarh parah prabhuh

“In that transcendental state of labdhopasanti, there is no supremacy of
devastating time.”*

In the Narada-pancaratra it is said:
manir yatha vibhagena

nila-pitadibhir yutah

rapa-bhedam avapnoti
dhyana-bhedat tathacyutah

“When the jewel known as vaidirya touches other materials, it appears to be
separated into different colors. Consequently the forms also appear different.



Similarly, according to the meditational ecstasy of the devotee, the Lord, who is
known as Acyuta (infallible), appears in different forms, although He is essentially
one.”*

In Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (2.22) it is said:

sei narayana krsnera svarapa abheda

“Lord Narayana and Lord Krsna are not different.”

sei govinda saksac caitanya gosai
jiva nistarite aiche dayalu ara nai

“That Govinda personally appears as Caitanya Gosani. No other Lord is as
merciful in delivering the fallen souls.”*

In the Caitanya-candrodaya, Lord Advaita Prabhu says:
nava-kuvalaya-dhama Syamalo vama-jangha

hita-tad-itara-janghah ko ‘pi divya-kisorah

tam iva sa sa iva tvarh gocaro naiva bhedah
kathayatha ripyam aho me jagratah svapna esah

“O Lord Caitanya, You are not different from Lord Krsna, the divine youth who
is dark like a splendid blue lotus. Please reveal to Me this form of Lord Krsna.”

Stutra 20
svena dhamnatma-saktya ca so ‘py avatarati
svena—own; dhamna—with abode; atma—own; saktya—with potency; ca—

and; sah—He; api—indeed; avatarati—descends.

To this world He descends with His own potency and His transcendental abode.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Caitanya Upanisad it is said:



gaurah sarvatma maha-puruso mahatma maha-yogi tri-gunatita-sattva-rapo
bhaktim loke kasayati.

“Lord Gaura, who is the all-pervading Supersoul, the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, appears as a great saint and powerful mystic who is above the three
modes of nature, and is the emblem of transcendental activity. He disseminates the
cult of devotion throughout the world.”*

In the Kena Upanisad (3.2) it is said:
tad vaisarh vijajiio tebhyo prahurbabhtva

“Understanding them, the Supreme Personality of Godhead appeared before
them.”

In the Kalika Purana, in the Devi-stuti prayers, it is said:
tasya brahmadayo deva

munayas ca tapo-dhanah

na vivrnnanti rapani
varnaniyah katharh sa me

“Brahma, the demigods, and the sages whose wealth is austerity cannot
properly describe the transcendental forms of the Supreme Personality of
Godhead. How can I describe Them?”

In Govinda dasa’s Prarthana it is said:

hari hari bada duhkha rahala marame
gaura kirtana rase jaga-jana matala

vancita mo hena adhame

“Alas! Alas! I am very unhappy at heart. Everyone in the world is now
intoxicated with the nectar of Lord Gaura’s kirtana. Only I, the lowest of the low,
have been cheated of tasting it.

vrajendra-nandana jei $aci-suta bhela sei



balarama haila nitai
dina hina jata chila hari-name uddharila
tara saksi jagai madhai

“The prince of Vraja has become Saci’s son. Balarama has become Nityananda.
The holy name has delivered all the fallen. Jagai and Madhai are the witnesses to
prove that fact.

hena prabhu $ri-carane rati na janmila kene
na bhajilama hena avatara

daruna bisaya bise satata majiya renu
mukhe dinu jvalanta angara

“I do not love the Lord’s feet. I do not worship Him as He appears in this
incarnation. Again and again I drink the most terrible poison. My mouth is now
burned to ashes.

emana dayalu data ara na paiba kotha
paiya helaya harainu

govinda-dasiya kaya anale pudinu naya
saha jei atma-ghati hainu

“He is the most merciful. Still, Govinda dasa burns in this fire of illusions.

Chapter Four
Dhama-prakarana
The Abode of the Supreme Personality of Godhead

Suatra 21

tat-tat-svarapa-vaibhavam dhama-nicayam

tat-tat - various; svarpa - of forms; vaibhavam - glory; dhama - of abodes;
nicayam - multitude.

The glories of the Lord's many forms are manifested in many different

abodes.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura



In the Mundaka Upanisad it is said:

satyena labhyas tapasa hy esa atma
samyak jianena brahmacaryena nityam
antah $sarire jyotirmayo hi subhro
yam pasyanti yatayah ksina-dosah

"The Supreme Personality of Godhead is attained by truthfulness, austerity,
knowledge, and celibacy. Glorious and effulgent, He always stays the heart. They
who are faultless gaze on Him."

In the Brahmanda Purana it is said:
siddhalokas tu tamasah

pare yatra vasanti hi

siddha brahma-mukhe magna
daityas ca harina hatah

"Beyond the darkness of matter is the world of the siddhas. The siddhas enter
the mouth of Brahman and the demons killed by the Lord also enter."

Srila Krsnadasa Kaviraja Gosvami (Sri Caitanya-caritamrta Adi 4.64) explains:

sandhi nira sara amsa suddha-sattva nama
bhagavanera satta haya tahate bisrama

"The essential portion of the sandhini potency is Suddha-sattva. Lord Krsna's
existence rests upon it."*

Sttra 22

jyotir brahmanah

jyotih - effulgence; brahmanah - of Brahman.

The abode of Brahman is light.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura



In the Prasna Upanisad (1.15) it is said:

tesam evaisa brahmaloka yesam tapo brahmacaryarm yesu satyarn pratisthitam.

"They who are austere, celibate, and truthful reside in the world of Brahman."

In Srimad-Bhagavatam it is said:

rsayo vata rasana
$ramana urdhva-manthinah
brahmakhyarm dhama te yanti
santah sannyasino 'malah

"With a great effort the peaceful sages and pure-hearted ascetics attain the
world of Brahman."

In Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Adi 5.32, 5.37, and 5.38) it is said:

vaikunthe bahire eka jyotirmaya mandala
krsnera angera prabha parama ujjvala

"Outside the Vaikuntha planets is the atmosphere of the glowing effulgence,
which consists of the supremely bright rays of the body of Lord Krsna."*

nirvisesa jyotir bimba bahire prakasa

"Outside the Vaikuntha planets appears the impersonal reflection of light."*

sayujyera adhikari tanha paya laya

"Those fit for sayujya liberation merge into that effulgence."*

Sttra 23



vis$varh paramatmanah

visvam - the universe; paramatmanah - of the Supersoul.

The abode of the Supersoul is the material world.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Katha Upanisad (2.3.2,3) it is said:

yad idarh kirh ca jagat sarvarh
prana ejati nihsrtam

mahad bhayarh vajram udyatarn
yatra tad vidur amrtas te bhavanti

"He is the life that moves in this universe. He is a terrifying raised thunderbolt.
They who know Him become immortal."

bhayad asyagnis tapati
bhayat tapati saryah

bhayad indras ca vayus ca
mrtyur dhavati paficamah.

"Out of fear of Him fire burns. Out of fear of Him the sun shines. Out of fear of
Him Indra, Vayu, and Yama run to perform their duties."

In the Padma Purana it is said:

tri-pad-vibhiiter dhamatvat
tri-pada-bhutarm hi tat-padam
vibhatir mayiki sarva-
prokta padatmika mata

"Because it consists of three-fourths of the Lord's energy, the spiritual world is
called tripada-bhtuta. Being a manifestation of one fourth of the Lord's energy, the
material world is called eka-pada."*

Srila Krsnadasa Kaviraja Gosvami (Sri Caitanya-caritamrta Adi 5.85 and 86)
explains:



antaratma rape tinho jagat-adhara

prakrti sahita tanra ubhaya sambandha
tathapi prakrti saha nahi sparsa gandha

"Although the Lord is the shelter of everything and although all the universes
rest in Him, He, as the Supersoul, is also the support of everything. Although He is
thus connected with the material energy in two ways, He does not have the
slightest contact with it."*

Sttra 24

paravyoma bhagavatah

paravyoma - the spiritual sky; bhagavatah - of the Supreme Personality of
Godhead.

The spiritual sky is the abode of the Supreme Personality of Godhead
(bhagavan).

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Taittiriya Upanisad (2.1.2) it is said:

om brahma-vid apnoti param. satyarh jianam anantarh brahma yo veda nihitam
guhatam parame vyoman so 'Snute sarvan kaman saha brahmana vipascita.

"Or. One who understands the Supreme Personality of Godhead attains the
spiritual world. On who understands that the Supreme Personality of Godhead is
eternal, all-knowing, limitless, and all-pervading, attains all his desires. In the
spiritual world he enjoys with the all-knowing Supreme Person."

In the Bhagavad-gita (15.6), Lord Krsna explains:

na tad bhasayate saryo
na $asanko na pavakah
yad gatva na nivartante
tad dhama paramarh mama



"That supreme abode of Mine is not illuminated by the sun or moon, nor by
fire or electricity. Those who reach it never return to this material world."*

In the Padma Purana it is said:
tasyah pare paravyoma
tri-pad-bhutarh sanatanam

amrtarh sasvatarh nityarn
anantarm paramari padam

"Beyond the River Viraja is a spiritual nature, which is indestrucible, eternal,
inexhaustible, and unlimited. It is the supreme abode consisting of three fourths
of the Lord's opulences. It is known as paravyoma, the spiritual sky."*

Srila Krsnadasa Kaviraja Gosvami (Sri Caitanya-caritamrta Adi 5.14,16,17)
explains:

prakrtira para paravyoma nama dhama

"Beyond the material nature lies the realm known as paravyoma, the spiritual
Sky n%

tahara upari-bhage krsnaloka khyati

"In the highest region of that spiritual sky is the spiritual planet called
Krsnaloka."*

sarvopari $ri-gokula vrajaloka nama
goloka-stha $vetadvipe vrndavana dhama

"Sri Gokula, the highest of all, is also called Vraja, Goloka, Svetavipa, and
Vrndavana."*

Chapter Five
Bahirangamaya-vaibhava-prakarana



The External Potency of the Supreme Personality of Godhead

Sttra 25

svartipa-vaibhava-prati-cchavi-ripa maya

svartipa - of the form; vaibhava - potency; prati-cchavi - reflection; rapa - form;
maya - illusion.

The material energy is the reflected potency of the Lord.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Svetasvatara Upanisad (6.14) it is said:

na tatra saryo bhati na candra-tarakarh
nema vidyuto bhanti kuto 'yam agnih
tam eva bhantam anubhati sarvarn
tasya bhasa sarvam idarn vibhati

"In the sva-dhama (the abode) of the Lord there is no need of sun, moon, or
stars for illumination. Nor is there need of electricity, so what to speak of ignited
lamps. On the other hand, it is because these planets are self-illuminating that all-
effulgence has become possible, and whatever there is that is dazzling is due to the
reflection of that sva-dhama."*

In Srimad-Bhagavatam it is said:

idam hi visvarh bhagavan ivetaro
yato jagat-sthana-nirodha-sambhavah
tad dhi svayarh veda bhavams tathapi te
pradesa-matram bhavatah pradarsitam

"The Supreme Personality of Godhead is Himself this cosmos, and still He is
aloof from it. From Him only has this cosmic manifestation emanated, in Him it
rests, and unto Him it enters after annihilation. Your good self knows all about
this. I have given only a synopsis."*

Srila Jiva Gosvami explains:



bahirangaya mayayakhyaya prati-cchavi-gata-varna-savalya-sthaniya-bahiranga-
vaibhava-jadatma-pradhana-rapena. abhaso jyotir-bimbasya sviya-prakasad
vyavahita-pradese kathancid ucchalitah prati-cchavi-visesah.

"The Lord's external material potency is like His reflection. It is like the
reflected light of the sun."

Suatra 26

pradhanadi-pada-vacya

pradhana - pradhana; adi - beginning with; pada-vacya - by the words.

The material energy is called by the name pradhana and other names also.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Brhad-aranyaka Upanisad (4.4.10) it is said:

andharh tamah pravisanti
ye 'vidyam upasate.

"They who engage in the culture of nescient activities shall enter into the
darkest region of ignorance."*

In the Svetasvatara Upanisad (1.10) it is said:

ksaram pradhanam

"The material world is a world of repeated death."

In the Maha-samhita it is said:

sr1 bhar durgeti yabhinna
jiva-maya mahatmanah

atma-maya tad-iccha syad
guna-maya jadatmika



"The Supreme Lord's material energy is known as Sri, Bhi, Durga, Jiva-maya,
Atma-maya, Guna-maya, and Jadatmika."

Srila Nimbarka Svami explains:

maya pradhanadi-pada-pravacya sukladi-bheda same 'pi tatra.

"The Supreme Lord's material energy, which consists of the three modes,
beginning with the mode of goodness, is called by the name pradhana and many
other names also."

Srila Jiva Gosvami explains:
tasyapy abhasakhyatvam api dhvanitam.

"The Lord's material energy is called by the name Abhasa."
Stutra 27
gunatmika sthala-lingabhyam cid-avarani ca

guna - the modes of nature; atmika - consisting of; sthula-lingabhyam - with
gross and subtle bodies; cit - the soul; avarani - covering; ca - also.

The material nature, which consists of the modes of material nature, covers
the spirit souls with gross and subtle bodies.
Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Svetasvatara Upanisad (1.4) it is said:

astakaih sadbhir visva-rapaika-pasam
tri-marga-bhedarh dvi-nimittaika-moharn

"They saw the potency of the Supreme Personality of Godhead as a great wheel
with a single rim divided first into three and then into sixteen, with 50 spokes, 20



counter-spokes, six groups of eight, one rope, three paths, and an illusion with
two causes."

(Note: Sri Ranga Ramanuja explains that the three divisions of the rim are the
material modes of goodness, passion, and ignorance, the sixteen divisions are the
five gross elements (earth, water, fire, air, and ether), the five working senses
(voice, arms, legs, belly, and genital), the five knowledge-acquiring senses (eyes,
ears, tongue, nose, and touch), and the mind. The fifty spokes and 20 counter-
spokes are the varieties of material suffering. The six groups of eight are: 1.earth,
water, fire, air, ether, mind, intelligence, and false ego, 2. the outer layer of sin, the
inner layer of skin, flesh, blood, bones, marrow, fat, and semen, 3. mercy,
forbearance, non-enviousness, diligence, being a source of auspiciousness for
others, generosity, and freedom from material desire, 4. the eight mystic powers, 5.
piety, knowledge, renunciation, opulence, sinfulness, ignorance, sense-happiness,
and poverty, and 6. Brahma, the prajapatis, devas, gandharvas, yaksas, raksasas,
pitas, and pisacas. The single rope is material desire, the three paths are karma
(fruitive action), jiana (the search for knowledge), and bhakti (devotional
service), and the two causes of illusion are sense-pleasure and material-piety._

In the Markandeya Purana it is said:
tan natra vismayah karyo
yoga-nidra jagat-pateh

maha-mayarh hares caitat
taya sammohyate jagat

"It is not surprising that the Supreme Lord's mystic sleep is an illusory potency
that bewilders all the world."
In the Bhagavad-gita (7.14), Lord Krsna explains:

daivi hy esa gunamayi
mama maya duratyaya

"This divine energy of Mine, consisting of the three modes of material nature, is
difficult to overcome."*
Srila Jiva Gosvami explains:

yadyaplyam bahiranga tathapy asyam tatastha-sakti-mayam api jivam avariturh
samarthyam astiti. iyam api jiva-jianam avrnoti.



"The Lord's external potency has the power to cover the marginal potency,
which consists of the individual spirit souls. Thus the marginal potency covers the
souls' true knowledge."

Stitra 28

tasmin desa-kala-karmadi-jada-vyapara-visesah

tasmin - in that; desa - place; kala - time; karma - action; adi - beginning with;
jada-vyapara-visesah - various material things.

In that external potency are situated time, space, karma, and other aspects of
matter.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Svetasvatara Upanisad (4.9) it is said:

chandarsi yajia rtavo vratani

bhuitarh bhavyarh yac ca veda vadanti
yasman mayi srjate visvam etat

tasmirms$ canyo mayaya sanniruddham

"The Vedas describe a bewildering variety of hymns, prayers, sacrifices, rituals,
vows, austerities, history, and predictions of the future. Simply by studying the
Vedas it is very difficult for the conditioned soul, illusioned by maya and trapped
in the material world, to understand the Supreme Personality of Godhead, the
controller of the illusory potency and the creator of the material universes."*

In Srimad-Bhagavatam (3.5.25) it is said:

sa va etasya sandrastuh
saktih sad-asad-atmika

maya nama maha-bhaga
yayedarnh nirmame vibhuh

"The Lord is the seer, and the external energy, which is seen, works as both
cause and effect in the cosmic manifestation. O greatly fortunate Vidura, this
external energy is known as maya or illusion, and through her agency only is the
entire material manifestation made possible."*



Srila Baladeva Vidyabhtisana explains:

prakrtih sattvadi-guna-samyavastha tamo-mayadi-sabda-vacya kalarh tu nimitta-
bhiito jada-dravya-visesah karma tu jadam adrstadi vyapadesyam anadi-vinasi ca.

"The Lord's material energy, which consists of the material modes beginning
with the mode of goodness, and which is neither created nor destroyed, is called
by the names tamah, maya, and many other names also. In that material energy are
situated time, the lifeless material elements, karma, destiny, and many other
features of matter."

Sttra 29

bahiranga-vaicitram tu antaranga-vaicitra-vikrtih
bahiranga - of the external energy; vaicitram - the wonderful variety; tu -

indeed; antaranga - of the internal potency; vaicitra - wonderful variety; vikrtih -
transformation.

The wonderful variety present in the Lord's external energy is a perverted
reflection of the wonderful variety present in the Lord's internal energy.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Mundaka Upanisad it is said:

asmin dyauh prthivi cantariksam otarh manah saha pranais ca sarvaih tam evaikam
janathah atmanam anyavaco vimuncatha amrtasyaisah prabhubh.
etasyaivanandasyanyani bhatani matram upajivanti.

"Please know that heaven, earth, outer space, mind, life, and everything else are
all the potencies of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Please avoid speaking of
them in any other way. They are all the Lord's potencies. Everything depends on
the blissful Supreme Lord."

In Srimad-Bhagavatam (3.5.37) it is said:

bhttanam nabha-adinam



yad-yad-bhavyavaravaram
tesarh paranusarsargad
yatha sankhyarh gunan viduh

"O gentle one, of all the physical elements, beginning from the sky down to the
earth, all the inferior and superior qualities are due only to the final touch of the
glance of the Supreme Personality of Godhead."*

Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu explains:

yaiccha stiryera sthane bhasaye abhasa
strya vina svatah tara na haya prakasa

"The Supreme Lord is like the sun. As nothing can be seen without the sun, so
nothing is manifested with the Lord."

In the following song Vidyapati Thakura describes the transcendental realm of
Vrndavana:

bahiranga-prakrta
vaicitra ihara vikrti

nava vrndavana navina taru-gana
nava nava vikasita phula

navina vasanta navina malayanila
matala nava ali-kula

biharai naula kisora
kalindi pulina kunja nava sobhana
nava nava prema vibhora

navina rasala mukula madhu matiya
nava kokila kunja gaya

nava-yuvati-gana cita umatayai
nava rase kanane dhaya

nava yuva raja navina nagarl
milaye nava nava bhati

niti niti aichana nava nava khelana
vidyapati mati mati

"The material world is only a perverted reflection of the spiritual world of
Vrndavana. Vrndavana is eternally new and fresh. The trees there are eternally new



and fresh, the blossoming flowers are eternally new and fresh, the springtime is
eternally new and fresh, the Malaya breezes are eternally new and fresh, the
buzzing bees are eternally new and fresh, and Lord Krsna is eternally youthful and
playful. The Yamuna, the riverbanks, and the forest groves are eternally new and
eternally beautiful. The pure love is eternally new and fresh. The mango trees, the
new buds, and the honey are all eternally new and fresh. The eternally young
cuckoos sing in the forest groves. The eternally-young gopis enjoy eternally-new
nectar pastimes in the forests there. Krsna is the eternally youthful king. Radha is
His eternally youthful heroine. Their lover's meeting is eternally new and fresh.
Their pastimes are eternally new and fresh. Vidyapati dasa thinks of Them again
and again."

Chapter Six
Jiva-tattva-prakarana
The Nature of the Individual Spirit Souls

Sttra 30

paratma-strya-kirana-paramanavo jivah

paratma - of the Supreme Personality of Godhead; sarya - of the sun; kirana -
rays of light; paramanavah - atoms; jivah - the individual spirit souls.

The individual spirit souls are rays of light coming from the sun of the Supreme

Personality of Godhead.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Brhad-aranyaka Upanisad it is said:

yathagneh ksudra visphulinga vyuccaranti evam evasmad atmanah sarvani bhatani
vyuccaranti.

"As sparks fly from a fire, so the individual spirit souls are manifest from the
Supreme."

In the Svetasvatara Upanisad (5.9) it is said:



balagra-sata-bhagasya
satadha kalpitasya ca

bhago jivah sa vijieyah
sa canantyaya kalpate

"If we divide the tip of a hair into one hundred parts and then take one part
and divide this into another one hundred parts, that ten-thousandth part is the
dimension of the living entity. Knowing this fact, a soul becomes eligible for
liberation."*

In the Bhagavad-gita (7.4-5), Lord Krsna explains:

bhamir apo 'nalo vayuh

kham mano buddhir vea ca
ahankara itiyarh me

bhinna prakrtir astadha

apareyam itas tv anyar
prakrtimh viddhi me param

jiva-bhutarh maha-baho
yayedarh dharyate jagat

"Earth, water, fire, air, ether, mind, intelligence, and false ego, all together these
eight constitute My separated material energies. Besides these, O mighty-armed
Arjuna, there is another, superior energy of Mine, which comprises the living
entities who are exploiting the resources of this material, inferior nature."*

Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu (Sr1 Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya 20.108-109)
explains:
jivera svaruipa haya krsnera nitya dasa
krsnera tatastha $akti bhedabheda-prakasa
suryarmsu kirana yena agni jvala caya
"It is the living entity's constitutional position to be an eternal servant of Krsna

because he is the marginal energy of Krsna and a manifestation simultaneously one
and different from the Lord, like a molecular particle of sunshine or fire."*

Sutra 31



ubhaya-vaibhava-yogyas tatastha-dharmat

ubhaya - both; vaibhava - potencies; yogyah - suitable; tata - in the margin; stha
- staying; dharmat - because of the nature.

Because the individual spirit souls are situated between them, the souls can

stay in either of the Lord's two energies.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Brhad-aranyaka Upanisad it is said:

asya va etasya purusasya dve eva sthane bhavata idarm ca para-loka-sthanam ca
sandharm trtiyarm svam.

"The Supreme Personality of Godhead has two abodes: the spiritual world and
the material world. The individual spirit souls are situated between those worlds."
In Srimad-Bhagavatam it is said:
tasmad bhavadbhih kartavyar
karmanar tri-gunatmanam

bija-nirharanar yogah
pravaha-paramo dhiyah

"Therefore please destroy the seeds of material actions, which are based on the
three modes of nature, and fix your thoughts on the Supreme Personality of
Godhead."

Sri Nimbarka Svami explains:

anadi-maya-parimukta-rapar tv enarh vidur vai bhagavat-prasadat. baddharm ca
muktam ca kila baddha-muktarm prabheda-bahulyam tathapi bodhyam.

"By the mercy of the Lord the devotees understand the nature of the
beginningless material world and the nature of liberation from it."

Sutra 32



svarapatah suddha-cin-mayah

svarupatah - by nature; Suddha - pure; cit - spirit; mayah - consisting of.

By nature they are pure spirit.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Brhad-aranyaka Upanisad (4.3.11) it is said:

svapnena Sariram api prahatyasuptah suptan abhicakasiti sukram adaya punar eti
sthanam hiranmayarh purusa eka harnsah.

"The Supreme Personality of Godhead, who is graceful like a swan, wakens the

souls sleeping in material bodies and takes them back to His effulgent spiritual
abode."

In Srimad-Bhagavatam it is said:

atma nityo 'vyayah suddha
ekah ksetrajna asrayah

avikriyah sva-drg-ghetur
vyapako sanganavrtah

" “Atma' refers to the Supreme Lord or the living entities. Both of them are
spiritual, free from birth and death, free from deterioration, and free from material
contamination. They are individual, they are knowers of the external body, and
they are the foundation or shelter of everything. They are free from material
change, they are self-illuminated, they are the cause of all causes, and they are all-
pervading. They have nothing to do with the material body, and therefore they are
always uncovered."*

Sri Sa\nkaracaraya explains:

atha sthitarh caitat nyayato nityar svarapam caitanya-jyotistamatmanah.

"Thus by logic it is proved that the soul is eternal, conscious, and effulgent."



Sutra 33

asmad-arthah

asmat - us; arthah - the meaning.

We are the individual spirit souls, each of us endowed with a distinct
identity.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Svetasvatara Upanisad (5.8) it is said:

angustha-matro ravi-tulya-rapah
sankalpahankara-samanvito yah

buddher gunenatma-gunena caiva
aragra-matro 'py aparo 'pi drstah

"The conditioned soul is small like a thumb, splendid like the sun, and filled
with false-ego and material desire. Different from him is the Supersoul, whose
form is also very small, but who is filled with intelligence and spiritual
knowledge."

In Padma Purana, Uttara-khanda it is said:

aham-artho 'vyayah ksetri
bhinna-rapah sanatanah

adahyo 'cchedyo 'kledyo
'Sosya eva ca

evam-adi-gunair yuktarn
Sesa-bhutah parasya vai

"T am the knower of the field of activities that is the material body. I am
different from the body. I am eternal. I cannot be burned, cut, moistened, or dried.
I have many other spiritual qualities like these."

Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu (in Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya 22.9-10)
explains:



vibhinnamsa jiva tanra Saktite ganana

sei vibhinnamsa jiva dui ta prakara
eka nitya mukta eka nitya sarsara

"The separated expansions are living entities. Although they are expansions of
Krsna, they are counted among His different potencies. The living entities (jivas)
are divided into two categories. Some are eternally liberated, and others are
eternally conditioned."*

Sutra 34

jhana-jnatrtva-gunakas ca

jnana - knowledge; jaatrtva - the state of being the knower; gunakah - the
quality; ca - also.

The souls also have the quality of being knowers of knowledge.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Mundaka Upanisad (3.1.9) it is said:

€so 'mur atma cetasa Veditavyo
yasmin pranah pancadha sannivesa
pranais cittarh sarvam otarh prajanarn
yasmin viSuddhe vibhaty esa atma

"The soul is atomic in size and can be perceived by perfect intelligence. The
atomic soul is floating in the five kinds of air (prana, apana, vyana, samana, and
udana), is situated within the heart, and spreads its influence all over the body of
the embodied living entities."*

In Srimad-Bhagavatam (11.10.8) it is said:

vilaksanah sthala-saksmad
dehad atmeksita sva-drk

yathagni-daruno dahyad
dahako myah prakasakah



"Just as fire, which burns and illuminates, is different from firewood, which is
to be burned to give illumination, similarly the seer within the body, the self-
enlightened spirit soul, is different from the material body, which is to be
illuminated by consciousness. Thus the spirit soul and the body possess different
characteristics and are different entities."***

In his commentary on Vedanta-satra, Srila Baladeva Vidyabhtisana explains:

jna eva atma jiana-svarupate sati jhatr-svarapah.

"By its nature the soul possesses knowledge."

Suatra 35

paresa-vaimukhyat tesam avidyabhinivesah

paresa - to the Supreme Personality of Godhead; vaimukhyat - because of
aversion; tesam - of them; avidya - ignorance; abhinivesah - entrance.

Because they rebelled against the Supreme Lord they have entered into
ignorance.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Mundaka Upanisad (3.1.1-2) it is said:

dva suparna sayuja sakhaya
samanarm vrksarm praisasvajate

tayor anyah pippalam svadv atty
anasnann anyo 'bhicakasiti

"The individual spirit soul and the Supersoul, Supreme Personality of Godhead,
are like two friendly birds sitting on the same tree. One of the birds (the individual
atomic soul) is eating the fruit of the tree (the sense gratification afforded by the
material body), and the other bird (the Supersoul) is not trying to eat these fruits,
but is simply watching His friend. *



samane vrkse puruso nimagno
'misaya Socati muhyamanah

justarh yada pasyati anyam isam
asya mahimanam iti vita-sokah

"Although the two birds are on the same tree, the eating bird is fully engrossed
with anxiety and moroseness as the enjoyer of the fruits of the tree. But if in some
way or other he turns his face to his friend who is the Lord, and knows His glories,
at once the suffering bird becomes free of all anxieties."*

In Srimad-Bhagavatam (11.2.37) it is said:

bhayarh dvitiyabhinivesatah syad
isad apetasya viparyaya-smrtih

"When the living entity is attracted by the material energy, which is separate
from Krsna, he is overpowered by fear. Because he is separated from the Supreme
Personality of Godhead by the material energy, his conception of life is reversed.
In other words, instead of being the eternal servant of Krsna, he becomes Krsna's
competitor. This is called “viparyayo 'smrtih'."*

Sri Nayanananda dasa sings:

kali-ghora timire garasala jagajana
dharana karama bahu-dara

asadhane cintamani vidhi milaula ani
gora bada dayara thakura

"Plunged by their materialistic deeds into the terrible darkness of Kali-yuga, the
people cannot find the cintamani jewel of Lord Gaura's mercy.

bhai re bhai gora guna
kahane na yaya

kata sata-anana kata catur-anana
baraniya ura nahi paya

"O my brother! O my brother! No one has told you the glories of Lord Gaura.
How great is Lord Brahma? How great is Lord Sesa? They are not as great as Lord



Gaura.

cari veda sad-darasana padiya se
jadi gauranga nahi bhaje

kiba tara adhyayana locana vihina jena
darpane kiba tara kaje

"What use are the four Vedas and the six systems of philosophy if one does not
worship Lord Gauranga? Why study them? What use is a mirror to a blind man?

veda vidya dui kichui na janata
sei jadi gauranga jane sara
nayanananda bhane sei se sakala jane
sarva-siddhi kara-tale tara

"If one knows the two kinds of Vedic knowledge, he still does not know
anything. But if one knows Lord Gauranga, he knows the most precious
knowledge. Nayanananda says: Such a person knows everything. All perfections
stay in the palm of his hand."

Sttra 36

sva-svarupa-bhramah

sva - own; svarupa - identity; bhramah - mistake.

They are bewildered about their own identity.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Brhad-aranyaka Upanisad (4.4.3-4) it is said:

tad yatha trna-jalayuka trnasyantam gatvanyam akramyatmanam upasarmharaty
evayam atmedarh sarirarh nihatya vidyarm gamayitvanyam akramyatmanam
upasarhharati.

"As, coming to the end of one leaf a snail transfers itself to another, so the soul
leaves one body and enters another.



ayam atmedarh Sarirarh nihatyavidya gamayitvanyan navatararh kalyanatararn
raparh kurute pitryam va gandharvarh va devarm prajapatyarn va brahmarn
vanyesar va bhatanam.

"As a goldsmith takes one gold object and fashions it into another, so the soul
leaves one body and attains another, a better body, the body of a pita, gandharva,
deva, prajapati, Brahma, or other exalted being."

In Srimad-Bhagavatam (3.30.4 and 6) it is said:

jantur vai bhava etasmin
yam yam yonim anuvrajet

tasyar tasyarn sa labhate
nirvrtim na virajyate

"The living entity, in whatever species of life he appears, finds a particular type
of satisfaction in that species, and he is never averse to being situated in such a
condition."*

atma-jaya-sutagararm
pasu-dravina-vastusu

niritdha-mula-hrdaya
atmanarh bahu manyate

"Such satisfaction with one's standard of living is due to deep-rooted attraction
for body, wife, home, children, animals, wealth, and friends. In such association
the conditioned soul thinks himself quite perfect."*

In Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Madhya 20.122) it is said:

maya-mugdha jivera nahi krsna-smrti-jiana

"The conditioned soul cannot revive his Krsna consciousness by his own
effort."*

Sttra 37



visama-kama-karma-bandhah

visama - painful; kama - of material desires; karma - actions; bandhah -
bondage.

They suffer in bondage created by material activities.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Brhad-aranyaka Upanisad (4.4.5) it is said:

sa va ayam atma. . . yathakari yathacari tatha bhavati. sadhu-kari sadhu bhavati
papa-kari papi bhavati punya-punyena karmana bhavati papah papena.

"As the spirit-soul acts, so he becomes. If he acts piously, he becomes a saint. If
he performs sins, he becomes a rogue. He is pious by saintly deeds and a sinner by
sins."

In Srimad-Bhagavatam (3.30.7) it is said:
sa dahyamana sarvanga
esam udvahanadina

karoty aviratarh mudho
duritani durasayah

"Although he is always burning with anxiety, such a fool always performs all
kinds of mischievous activities, with a hope which is never to be fulfilled, in order
to maintain his so-called family and society."*

Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu (Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya 22.14) explains:

kama krodhera dasa hana tara lathi khaya

"In this way the conditioned soul becomes the servant of lusty desires, and
when these are not fulfilled, he becomes the servant of anger and continues to be
kicked by the external energy, maya."*

Sttra 38



sthilla-lingabhimana-janita-samsara-klesas ca

sthula - the gross material body; linga - the subtle material body; abhimana -
identification; janita - created; sarhsara - in the world of birth and death; klesah -
torubles; ca - also.

Because he falsely identifies with the gross and subtle material bodies, the
soul suffers in the world of birth and death.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Katha Upanisad (1.2.5) it is said:

avidyayam antare vartamanah
svayarh dhirah panditarh manyamanah
dandramyamanah pariyanti madha
andhenaiva nlyamana yathandhah

"Following the path of ignorance even though they think themselves very wise,
blind fools become leaders of others. In this way the blind lead the blind."

In Srimad-Bhagavatam (3.30.14) it is said:
tatrapy ajata-nirvedo

bhriyamanah svayam-bhrtaih

jarayopatta-vairapya-
maranabhimukho grhe

"The foolish family man does not become averse to family life although he is
maintained by those whom he once maintained. Deformed by the influence of old
age, he prepares himself to meet ultimate death."*

In Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Madhya 20.118) it is said:

ata eva maya tare deya sarhsara-duhkha

kabhu svarga uthaya kabhu narake dubaya
dandya-jane raja jena nadite cubaya



"The illusory energy (maya) gives the living entity all kinds of misery in his
material existence.*

"In the material condition, the living entity is sometimes raised to higher
planetary systems and material prosperity and sometimes drowned in a hellish
situation. His state is exactly like that of a criminal whom a king punishes by
submerging him in water and then raising him again from the water."*

Sttra 39

tat-sammukhyat sarva-klesa-hani-vrttih svarapa-praptis ca

tat - to Him; sammukhyat - by facing; sarva - all; klesa - troubles; hani -
destruction; vrttih - activity; svarapa - own form; praptih - attainment; ca - and.

By turning to the Lord and becoming favorable to Him, the soul attains his
original form and thus becomes free of all his troubles.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Svetasvatara Upanisad (1.11) it is said:

jnatva devarh sarvam pasapahanih
ksinaih klesair janma-mrtyu-prahanih

"By understanding the Supreme Personality of Godhead, a person becomes free

of all material bondage, his sufferings perish, and he escapes the cycle of repeated
birth and death."

In the Mundaka Upanisad (3.1.3) it is said:

yada pasyah pasyate rukma-varnam
kartaram isarh purusar brahma-yonim

tada vidvan punya-pape vidhtuya
nirafnjanah paramarh samyam upaiti

"Then the individual spirit soul becomes enlightened. Then he sees the
effulgent Supreme Personality of Godhead, the creator of all. Casting away the
reactions of all pious and sinful deeds, and now pure and untouched by matter,
the individual soul becomes liberated like the Lord Himself."



In the Visnu-dharma Purana it is said:

janmantara-sahasresu
tapo-jiana-samadhibhih

naranarh ksina-papanarm
krsna-bhaktih prajayate

"After thousands of births spent in austerities, study, and meditation, when all
their sins are completely destroyed, the living entities can attain devotional service
to Lord Krsna."

In Srimad-Bhagavatam (3.9.6) it is said:

tavad bhayam dravina-deha-suhrn-nimittarn
Soka-sprha paribhavo vipulas ca lobhah
tavan mamety asad-avagraha arti-mulam
yavan na te 'nghrim abhayarn pravrnita lokah

"O my Lord, the people of the world are embarrassed by all material anxieties.
They are always afraid. They always try to protect wealth, body, and friends, they
are filled with lamentation and unlawful desires and paraphernalia, and they
avariciously base their undertakings on the perishable conceptions of “my' and
‘mine'. As long as they do not take shelter of Your safe lotus feet, they are full of
such anxieties."*

In Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Madhya 20.120) it is said:

sadhu sastra krpaya jadi krsnonmukha haya
sei jiva nistare maya tahare chadaya

"If the conditioned soul becomes Krsna conscious by the mercy of saintly
persons who voluntarily preach scriptural injunctions and help him to become
Krsna conscious, the conditioned soul is liberated from the clutches of maya, who
gives him up."*

Sttra 40

antarangopalabdhis tat-sammukhyam



antaram - within; ga - gone; upalabdhih - perception; tat - to Him,;
sammukhyam - favorableness.

When he becomes favorable to the Lord, the soul can see the Lord face-to-
face.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Katha Upanisad (1.3.10-12) it is said:

indriyebhyah para hy artha
abhyarthas ca pararh manah

manasas ca para buddhir
buddher atma mahan parah

"Higher than the senses are the sense-objects. Higher than the sense-objects is
the mind. Higher than the mind is the intelligence. Higher than the intelligence is
the soul. Higher than the soul is the mahat-tattva.

mahatah param avyaktarn
avyaktat purusah parah

purusan na pararh kificit
sa kastha sa para gatih

"Higher than the mahat-tattva is the unmanifested. Higher than the
unmanifested is the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Nothing is higher than the
Supreme Personality of Godhead. He is the highest. He is the supreme destination.

esa sarvesu bhiuitesu
gudhatma na prakasate

drsyate tv agryaya buddhya
stiksma-darsibhih

"He is the Supersoul hiding in all living beings, but He does not reveal Himself
to them. He is seen only by they who with great intelligence have the power to see
spirit."

In Srimad-Bhagavatam (3.32.36) it is said:



atma-tattvavabodhena
vairagyena drdhena ca

iyate bhagavan ebhih
su-guno nirgunah sva-drk

"By understanding the science of self-realization and by developing a strong
sense of detachment, one who is expert in understanding the different processes of
self-realization realizes the Supreme Personality of Godhead as He is represented
in the material world as well as in transcendence."*

In Srimad-Bhagavatam (11.10.7-8) it is said:

vilaksana-sthula-saksmad
dehad atmeksita-svadrk

yathagnir daruno dahya
dahakanyah prakasakah

"Just as fire, which burns and illuminates, is different from firewood, which is
to be burned to give illumination, similarly the seer within the body, the self-
enlightened spirit soul, is different from the material body, which is to be
illuminated by consciousness. Thus the spirit soul and the body possess different
characteristics and are different entities."***

Srila Jiva Gosvami explains:

sammukhyar dvi-vidhar nirvisesam ayarn saviSesam ayarn ca. tatra purvari
jhanam uttaram tu dvi-vidham ahangrahopasana-rapar bhakti-raparm ca.

"The state of being favorable and turning to the Lord is of two kinds: 1.
approaching the Lord as the qualityless impersonal Brahman, and 2. approaching
the Lord as the Supreme Person who has transcendental qualities. Thus there are
two kinds of knowledge: 1. worshiping the impersonal Supreme as one's own sellf,
and 2. worshiping the Supreme Person by serving Him with devotion."

In Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Madhya 22.14) it is said:

bhramite bhramite yadi sadhu vaidya paya

tanra upadesa mantre pisaci palaya
krsna-bhakti paya tabe krsna nikata yaya



"Wandering and wandering throughout the universe, the conditioned soul may
by chance get the association of a devotee physician, whose instructions and
hymns make the witch of external energy flee. The conditioned soul thus gets into
touch with the devotional service of Lord Krsna, and in this way he can approach
nearer and nearer to the Lord."*

Chapter Seven
Jiva-gati-prakarana
Movements of the Spirit Souls

Sutra 41

sarmsara-dasas catasrah

sarmsara - of the world of birth and death; dasah - the conditions; catasrah - four
kinds.

Four states of existence prevail in the world of birth and death.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Brhad-aranyaka Upanisad (4.4.9) it is said:

tasmin suklam uta nilam ahuh
pingalam haritam lohitarh ca
esa patha brahmana hanuvrtteh

"The wise say that the path to the Supreme is white, blue, yellow, green, and
red."

In Srimad-Bhagavatam (11.12.23) it is said:

adanti caikarh phalam asya grdhra
grame cara ekam aranya-vasah

hamsa ya ekamh bahu-rapam ijyer
maya-mayari veda na deva-vedam



"Those lusty for material enjoyment and dedicated to family life enjoy one of
the tree's fruits, and swanlike men in the renounced order of life enjoy the other
fruit. One who with the help of the bona fide spiritual masters can understand this
tree to be a manifestation of the potency of the one Supreme Truth appearing in
many forms actually knows the meaning of the Vedic literature."***

In Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Madhya 20.136) it is said:

aiche sastra kahe karma jiana yoga tyaji'
“bhaktye' krsna vasa haya bhaktye tanre bhaji

"Revealed scriptures conclude that one should give up fruitive activity,
speculative knowledge, and the mystic yoga system and instead take to devotional
service, by which Krsna can be fully satisfied."*

Sttra 42

avidyaya karma-dasa

avidyaya - by ignorance; karma - of fruitive work; dasa - the condition.

From ignorance comes the state of performing fruitive works.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Katha Upanisad (1.1.8) it is said:

asa pratikse sangatarn sunrtarm
cesta-purte putra-pasurs ca sarvan

etad vrkte purusasyalpa-medhaso
yasyanasnann vasati brahmano grhe

"A foolish person in whose home a brahmana guest does not eat loses all hope.
He loses good company, happiness, pious deeds, children, animals, and everything
else."

In the Atri-smrti it is said:



ista-partam ca kartavyar
brahmanenaiva yatnatah

istena labhyate svargam
purte mokso vidhayate

etadrsayarh virnsa-
dharma-sastra-vidhayah

"A brahmana should carefully perform the pious deeds known as ista and
purta. By performing ista he attains Svargaloka. By performing parta he attains
liberation. This is explained in the twenty dharma-sastras."

In Vedanta-syamantaka it is said:

bijankuradi vadanadi siddharh karma tat khalu asubharh subharn ceti dvi-
bhedam. vedena nisiddha-narakasyanista-sadhanam brahmana-hananady-
asubham. tena vihitarh kamyadi tu Subham. tatra svargadista-sadhanar
jyotistomadi-kamyam akrte pratyavaya-janakarm sandhyopasanagni-hotradi
nityam. putra-janmady anu bandhi-jatestyadi naimittikarh darita-ksaya-karar
candrayanadi prayascittam iti Subham bahu-vidham.

"Karmic reactions are of many kinds, beginning with those lying as seed and
those just beginning to sprout. They are also divided into two kinds: auspicious
and inauspicious. Those which are inauspicious, such as the murder of a
brahmana, are forbidden by the Vedas. Materialistic actions that are nevertheless
auspicious are encouraged by the Vedas. Therefore they who desire to go to
Svargaloka or attain other material benefits are encouraged to perform jyotistoma-
yajias and other Vedic rituals. However, if these are not performed then the daily
duties of sandhyopasana and agnihotra create many obstacles. Thus one should
perform the special duties such as the rites at a child's birth and the performance
of the candrayana vow. Thus there are many kinds of auspicious deeds."

Suatra 43

vidyaya nyasa-dasa

vidyaya - by knowledge; nyasa - of renunciation; dasa - the state.

From knowledge comes the state of renunciation.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura



In the Upanisads it is said:

sa hovaca maitreyi yenaharh namamrtasyarn kim aharh tena kuryam.

"he said: O Maitreyi, what shall I do to become immortal?"
In the Yajnavalkya-smrti it is said:

sarva-bhuta-hitah santas
tridandi sa-kamandaluh

eka-vayah parivrajya-
bhiksarthi gramam asrayet.

"Carrying a tridandi and a kamandalu, wearing only a single cloth, and
concerned for the welfare of all, a sannyasi may sometimes enter a village in order
to beg some alms."

Sri Sankaracaraya explains:

tasmad ete mantra atmano yathatmya-prakasanenatma-visayarm svabhavika-

karma-vijianarh nivartayantah Soka-mohadi sarhsara-dharma-cic-chakti-sadhanam
atmaikatvadi-vijhanam utpadayanti.

"Therefore these mantras enable one to renounce materialistic deeds, which
bring only grief, illusion, and a host of other disadvantages. These mantras also
bring knowledge of the oneness of the Self."

Sutra 44
audasinyan nirdvandva-dasa
audasinya - by indifference; nirdvandva - freedom from duality; dasa - the

condition.

From aloofness comes the state of freedom from duality.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura



In the Kena Upanisad (2.2) it is said:

naharh manye suvedeti
no na vedeti veda ca

yo nas tad veda tad veda
no na vedeti veda ca

"I do not think that I understand well. One who does not know, knows. Among
us, one who knows, knows, and one who does not know, also knows."

In the Bhagavad-gita (5.8-9), Lord Krsna explains:

naiva kincit karomiti
yukto manyeta tattva-vit
pasyan Srnvan sprsan jighrann
asnan gacchan svapan $vasan

pralapan visrjan grhnan
unmisan nimisann api

"A person in the divine consciousness, although engaged in seeing, hearing,
touching, smelling, eating, moving about, sleeping, and breathing, always knows
within himself that he actually does nothing at all. Because while speaking,
evacuating, receiving, or opening or closing his eyes, he always knows that only
the material senses are engaged with their objects and that he is aloof from
them."*

In Srimad-Bhagavatam (11.11.32) it is said:

ajnayayaiva gunan dosarn
mayadistan api svakan

dharman santyajya yah sarvan
mar bhajet sa ca sattamah

"Such a saintly person must be considered the most learned of men. He
perfectly understands that the ordinary religious duties prescribed by Me in
various Vedic scriptures possess favorable qualities that purify the performer, and
he knows that neglect of such duties constitutes a discrepancy in one's life. Having
taken complete shelter at My lotus feet, however, a saintly person ultimately
renounces such ordinary religious duties and worships Me alone. He is thus
considered to be the best among all living entities."***



In Sri Caitanya-bhagavata, in the description of Lord Nityananda's
renunciation, it is said:

ahar-nisa bhavavese parama uddama
sarva nadiyaya bule jyotirmaya dhama

"Day and night He was filled with ecstatic love. The whole land of Nadiya
became effulgent in His presence.

kiba yogi nityananda kiba tattva-jnani
jaya jemata iccha na balaye keni

"What kind of yogi was Nityananda? How was He filled with spiritual
knowledge? He did not desire anything of this world."

Sttra 45

bhaktau sarvatratma-bhava-dasa

bhaktau - in devotiuonal service; sarvatra - everywhere; atma - for the Supreme
Personality of Godhead; bhava - love; dasa - the state.

When devotional service is practiced, the state of love for the Supreme

Personality of Godhead comes into being.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Isa Upanisad (1-2) it is said:

iSavasyam idarh sarvam

yat kifnca jagatyam jagat
tena tyaktena bhunjitha

ma grhah kasyasvid dhanam

kurvann eveha karmani
jijivisec chatarh samah



evam tvayi nanyatho 'to 'sti
na karma lipyate nare

"Everything animate or inanimate that is within the universe is controlled and
owned by the Lord. One should therefore accept only those things necessary for
oneself, which are set aside as his quota, and one should not accept other things,
knowing well to whom they belong."*

In Srimad-Bhagavatam (11.20.32) it is said:

yat karmabhir yat tapasa
jhana-vairagyatas ca yat

yogena dana-dharmena
Sreyobhir itarair api

sarvar yad bhakti-yogena
mad-bhakto labhate hjasa

"Everything that can be achieved by fruitive activities, penance, knowledge,
detachment, mystic yoga, charity, religious duties, and all other means of
perfecting life is easily achieved by My devotee through loving service unto
Me,"##*

Sri Gauda-parnananda explains:

ayar prapancah khalu satya-bhuto
mithya na ca $ripati-sangrahena

Suddhatvam etasya nivedanena
svarnar yatha rajati dhatu-jatam

"Because it is created by the Supreme Lord, this material universe is real. It is
not an illusion. When they are offered to the Supreme Lord, the things of this
world become pure. They shine like gold.

vairagya-bhogav iti bhakti-madhye
sthitav udasinataya khalu dvau

maha-prasada-grahanam tu nityarn
bhogah kadacit khalu bhaktir eva

"Devotional service stands aloof from both sense gratification and renunciation.
By the Lord's great mercy, devotional service is always filled with happiness."



Suatra 46

visvaukasar tu prayasah karma-dasapannah

visva - in the material universe; okasam - of they who make their home; tu -
indeed; prayasah - for the most part; karma - of fruitive actions; dasa - the state;
apannah - attained.

The residents of the material world are mostly on the level of performing
fruitive work.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Katha Upanisad (1.2.3) it is said:

sa tvar priyan priya-rapams ca kaman
abhidhyayan naciketo 'tyasraksih

naityarh $r\nkarh vittamayim avapto
yasyarn majjanti bahavo manusyah.

"O Naciketa, you have renounced the pleasures of this world. You do not walk
on the path to wealth, a path so many follow."

In Srimad-Bhagavatam (11.5.11) it is said:

loke vyavayamisa-madya-seva
nitya hi jantor na hi tatra codana
vyavasthitis tesu vivaha-yajna-
sura-grahair apta-nivrttir ista

"In this material world the conditioned soul is always inclined to sex, meat-
eating, and intoxication. Therefore religious scriptures never actually encourage
such activities. Although the scriptural injunctions provide for sex through sacred
marriage, for meat-eating through sacrificial offerings, and for intoxication
through acceptance of ritual cups of wine, such ceremonies are meant for the
ultimate purpose of renunciation."***

In Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Madhya 19.147) it is said:



dharmacari-madhye bahuta "karma-nistha'
koti-karma-nistha-madhye eka jhani srestha

"Among the followers of Vedic knowledge, most are following the process of
fruitive activity and distinguishing between good and bad work. Out of many such
sincere fruitive actors, there may be one who is actually wise."*

Satra 47

tesarn kadacit sarhsara-gati-vivekah

tesam - of them; kadacit - sometimes; sarhsara - of birth and death; gati - the
way; vivekah - distinguishing.

Sometimes the conditioned souls may wish to understand the truth about the
path of birth and death.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Svetasvatara Upanisad (1.1) it is said:

kirh karanam brahma kutasma jatah
jivama kena kva ca sampratisthitah

adhisthitah kena sukhetaresu
vartamahe brahma-vido vyavasyam

"The Brahmavadis say: What is the first, the great cause? From where were we
born? How do we remain alive? Where do we go at death? O knowers of Brahman,
by whose will are we subject to pleasure and pain?"

In the Brahma-vaivarta Purana it is said:

yavat papais tu malinarn
hrdayar tavad eva hi

na $astre satya-buddhih syat
sambandhah sad-gurau tatha

aneka-janma-janita-
punya-rasi-phalarh mahat



sat-sangac chastra-sravanad
eva premadi jayate

"As long as his heart is polluted with sins, a person cannot understand the
truth of the Vedic literatures. After many births of pious deeds, one attains a bona
fide spiritual master. Then, by hearing the Vedic scriptures in the association of
the devotees, one attains love and devotion for the Supreme Lord."

Sri Sanatana Gosvami asked the following question (Caitanya-caritamrta,

Madhya 20.102):

ke ami kena amaya jare tapa-traya
iha nahi jani kemane hita haya

"Who am I? Why do the threefold miseries always give me trouble? If I do not
know this, how can I be benefited?"*

Stitra 48

mocanopaya-jijiasa ca

mocana - of liberation; upaya - the means; jijiiasa - tyhe desire to know; ca -
also.

Then they also desire to know how they may become liberated.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Mundaka Upanisad (1.2.12) it is said:

pariksya lokan karma-citan brahmano
nirveda-mayan nasty akrtah krtena

samit-panih srotriyarm brahma-nistham

"Having analyzed the nature of fruitive activities in the material world, one
should understand that they are all useless and then one should renounce them

all.
"To learn the transcendental subject matter, one must approach a spiritual



master. In doing so he should carry fuel to burn in sacrifice. The symptom of such
a spiritual master is that he is expert in understanding the Vedic conclusion and
therefore he constantly engages in the service of the Supreme Personality of
Godhead."*

In Srimad-Bhagavatam (11.18.38) it is said:
duhkhodarkesu kamesu

jata-nirveda atmavan

ajijnasita-mad-dharmo
gururh munim upavrajet

"One who is detached from sense gratification, knowing its result to be
miserable, and who desires spiritual perfection, but who has not seriously analyzed
the process for obtaining Me, should approach a bona fide and learned spiritual
master."***

Sri Nimbarka Svami explains:
upasya-raparn tad-upasyakasya

krpalavo bhaktivatas tatah param virodhino rapam athaitad-aptaye
jneya ime 'rtha api panca sadhubhih

Stutra 49
asat-sanga-tyagena tat-phalodayah
asat - of the impious; sanga - association; tyagena - by renunciation; tat - of

that; phala - result; udayah - arisal.

By renouncing the association of the impious one attains that result.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Taittiriya Upanisad it is said:

yany asmakarh sucaritani tani tvayopasyani no itarani.

"One should associate with they who act properly and avoid all others."



In the Katha Upanisad (1.2.9) it is said:

naisa tarkena matir apaneya
proktanyenaiva su-jianaya prestha

"O dear one, the Supreme cannot be understood by material logic or by the
words of one who is not enlightened."

In Srimad-Bhagavatam (3.31.34) it is said:

tesv asantesu mudhesu
khanditatma-sva-sadhusu

sangarh na kuryac chocyesu
yosit-krida-mrgesu ca

"One should not associate with a coarse fool who is bereft of the knowledge of
self-realization and who is no more than a dancing dog in the hands of a woman."*
In the Hari-bhakti-sudhodaya it is said:
yasya yat-sangatih purso
manivat syat sa tad-gunah

sakula-dvaitato dhiman
sva-yuthyan eva samsrayet

"The association of devotees is like a precious jewel. Therefore a wise man
avoids the non-devotees and takes shelter of the Lord's devotees."
In Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Madhya 22.87) it is said:

asat-sanga tyaga el vaisnava acara
stri-sangi eka asadhu krsnabhakta ara

"A Vaisnava should always avoid the association of ordinary people. Common
people are very much materially attached, especially to women. Vaisnavas should
also avoid the company of those who are not devotees of Lord Krsna."*

Sttra 50



sat - of devotees; sangat - by the association; $astra - of the scriptures;
abhidehya - the menaing; vijnasa - the desire to know.

By associating with devotees one attains the desire to understand the
scriptures.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Kena Upanisad it is said:

upanisadarm bho brahi.

"Please narrate the Upanisads to me."

In Srimad-Bhagavatam (11.2.29-30) it is said:

durlabho manuso deho
dehinarh ksana-bhangurah

tatrapi durlabharh manye
vaikuntha-priya-darsanam

"For the conditioned souls the human body is most difficult to achieve, and it
can be lost at any moment. But I think that even those who have achieved human
life rarely gain the association of pure devotees, who are dear to the Lord of
Vaikuntha.***

ata atyantikarh ksemarn
prcchamo bhavato magha

sarhsare 'smin ksanardho 'pi
sat-sanga-sevadhir nrnam

"Therefore, O completely sinless ones, I ask you to kindly tell me what the
supreme good is. After all, even half a moment's association with pure devotees
within this world of birth and death is a priceless treasure for any man."***

In Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Madhya 22.14) it is said:



bhramite bhramite yadi sadhu vaidya paya
tanra upadesa mantre pisaci palaya

"Wandering and wandering throughout the universe, the conditioned soul may
by chance get the association of a devotee physician, whose instructions and
hymns make the witch of external energy flee."*

Part Two

Abhidheya-tattva-niriipana

Description of the Means of Spiritual Attainment

Chapter One
Abhidheya-nirnaya-prakarana
Determination of What Is the Means of Spiritual Attainment

Suatra 51

nitya-karma hy evabhidheyam ity eke

nitya - regular; karma - duties; hi - indeed; eva - indeed; abhidheyam - the
meaning; iti - thus; eke - some.

Some say that the performance of regular duties is the means of spiritual

attainment.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Mundaka Upanisad (1.2.1) it is said:

tad etat satyarh mantresu karmani kavayo yany apasyams tani tretayarm
bahudha santatani tany acaraty aniyatar satya-kama esah vah panthah sva-krtasya
loke.



"That is the Supreme. The wise see Him in the Vedic mantras. Therefore one
should perform the many rituals in the three Vedas. They are the path of spiritual
attainment in this world."

In the Bhagavad-gita (3.8 and 19), Lord Krsna explains:

niyatarh kuru karma tvam
karma-jyayo hy akarmanah
Sarlra-yatrapi ca te
na prasidhyed akarmanah

"Perform your prescribed duty, for doing so is better than not working. One
cannot even maintain one's physical body without work."*

tasmad asaktah satatarn
karyam karma samacara

asakto hy acaran karma
param apnoti purusah

"Therefore, without being attached to the fruits of activities, one should act as a
matter of duty, for by working without attachment one attains the Supreme."*
In Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Madhya 24.214) it is said:

deharami karma-nistha yajnikadi jana
sat-sange karma tyagi' karaye bhajana

"Those who are in the bodily conception mainly engage in fruitive activity.
Those who perform yajiias and ritualistic ceremonies are also considered in the
same category. However, when they are all in contact with the pure devotee, they
give up their fruitive activity and fully engage in the service of the Lord."*

Sutra 52
cin-matradvaita-jnianam abhidheyam ity apare

cit - spirit; matra - only; advaita - non-dual; j 24anam - knowledge; abhidheyam
- to be named; iti - thus; apare - others.



Others say that the theory of monism is the means of spiritual attainment.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Chandogya Upanisad (it is said:

etad atmam idarh sarvarh tat satyarh sa atma tvam asi Svetaketo.

"The Supreme is everything. He is the truth. O Svetaketu, you are He.

In the Mundaka Upanisad (3.2.7) it is said:

karmani vijianamayar ca atma pare 'vyaye sarva eko bhavanti.

"Then the conscious soul and all he has done become one with the unchanging
Supreme."

In the Brhad-aranyaka Upanisad it is said:

ayam atma brahma

"The Supreme is the impersonal Brahman.'

In the Chandogya Upanisad it is said:

ekam evadvitiyam. aharh brahmasmi.

"Brahman is one without a second. I am that Brahman.'

In the Aitareya Upanisad (5.3) it is said:

prajianarh brahma neha nanasti kificana.

"The conscious Brahman is one. It is not many."



In the Astavakra-samm6hita it is said:

krmayah kva ca sarhsare
kva pritir viratih kva va

kva jivah kva ca tad brahma
sarvada vimanasyeme

"What are the worms in this world of birth and death? What is love? What is
hatred? What is the individual person? What is the Supreme? These are all
illusions."

Sri Vijiiana Bhiksu explains:

atmaivasti parar satyarm
nanyah sarhsara-drstayah

Suktiko rajatarh yadvad
yatha maru-maricika

"The Supreme is the only reality. Nothing else can be seen in this world.
Everything else is like the silver imagined to glitter on a seashell, or like a mirage
in the desert."

Sri Sankaracarya explains:

rajju sarpavad atmanam

jivo jhatva bhayam vahet
naharh jivah paratmeti

jhanarm cen nirbhayarh bhavet

"When a person mistakes a rope for a snake, he becomes afraid. In the same
way the individual soul does not understand the truth of his own identity, and for
this reason he becomes afraid. When the soul understands, "I am not an individual
soul. I am the Supreme Soul', then he becomes free from all fears."

Sttra 53

yatra dharmaya karma viragaya dharmas cid-rasaya viragas tatra gauna-rapena
karmaivabhidheyam

yatra - where; dharmaya - for piety; karma - work; viragaya - for renunciation;



dharmah - piety; cid-rasaya - for the nectar of spiritual bliss; viragah -
renunciation; tatra - there; gauna-rapena - indirect; karma - work; eva - indeed;
abhidheyam - to be named.

When fruitive work is performed to gain piety, piety is employed to foster
renunciation, and renunciation is employed to gain the nectar of spiritual bliss,
then fruitive work can be a secondary tool for attaining success in spiritual life.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the 1sa Upanisad (15) it is said:

hiranmayena patrena
satyasyapihitarh mukham

tat tvarh pusann apavrnu
satya-dharmaya drstaye

"O my Lord, sustainer of all that lives, Your real face is covered by Your
dazzling effulgence. Please remove that covering and exhibit Yourself to Your pure
devotee."*

In Srimad-Bhagavatam it is said:

na yasya karma dharmaya
na viragaya kalpate

na tirtha-pada-sevayai
jivann api mrto 'pi sah

"One who does not perform pious deeds, who is not inclined to renunciation,
and who does not travel to holy places of pilgrimage, is already dead, even though
he seems to live."

In Srimad-Bhagavatam (1.5.34) it is said:
evam nrnar kriya-yogah
sarve samsrti-hetavah

ata evatma-nasaya
kalpante kalpitah pare

"Thus when all a man's activities are dedicated to the service of the Lord, those



very activities which caused his perpetual bondage become the destroyer of the
tree of work."*

Srila Ramanujacarya explains:
upaya-buddhya karmani
ma kurudhvarh mahatmakah

karmanam eva kainkarye
prapte bhagavatah matih

"O great souls, please do not think that fruitive work is the primary way to
attain spiritual advancement. Fruitive work is only a servant to the real way. that is
the opinion of the Supreme Lord Himself."

Sttra 54

yatra cid-rasaya jhanam tatra gauna-rapena j 24anam abhidheyam
yatra - where; cid-rasaya - for spiritual bliss; j 24anam - knowledge; tatra -

there; gauna-rapena - as secondary; j 24anam - knowledge; abhidheyam - to be
named.

When it is employed in the proper way to attain the nectar of spiritual bliss,
the path of knowledge can a be secondary tool to attain spiritual realization.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Brhad-aranyaka Upanisad it is said:

tam eva dhiro vijiaya
prajiar kurvita brahmanah

"A brahmana should employ his intelligence to understand the Supreme."

In Srimad-Bhagavatam (11.19.5), Lord Krsna explains:

jhatva svatmanam uddhava
jAana-vijiana-sampanno

bhaja mam bhakti-bhavatah



"Therefore, My dear Uddhava, through knowledge you should understand your
actual self. Then, advancing by clear realization of Vedic knowledge, you should
worship me in the mood of loving devotion."***

In Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Madhya 24.109 and 113) it is said:

bhakti vina kevala jiane mukti nahi haya
bhakti-sadhana kare ye prapti brahma laya

"One cannot attain liberation simply through philosophical speculation
devotion of devotional service. However, if one renders devotional service, he is
automatically on the Brahman platform."*

janma haite suka-sanakadi brahmamaya
krsna-gunakrsta haye krsnera bhajaya

"Although Sukadeva Gosvami and the four Kumaras were always absorbed in
the thought of impersonal Brahman and were thus Brahmavadis, they were
nonetheless attracted by the transcendental pastimes and qualities of Krsna.
Therefore they later became devotees of Krsna."*

Sutra 55
cid-visesa-sphurti-sadhanam abhidheyam iti bhagyavantah

cit - spiritual; visesa-sphurti - variety; sadhanam - the means; abhidheyam - to
be named; iti - thus bhagyavantah - the fortunate.

The fortunate souls say that the path of spiritual variety is the true means of
spiritual attainment.
Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Prasna Upanisad (1.16) it is said:

tesam asau virajo brahmaloko na yesu jihmam anrtarh na maya ceti.



"They attain the pure spiritual world, where there are no lies and no illusions."

In the Mathara-sruti it is said:

bhaktir evainarh darsayati bhakti-vasah puruso bhaktir eva bhuyasi.

"Devotional service reveals the Supreme Personality of Godhead. The Supreme
Personality of Godhead becomes conquered by devotional service."

In Srimad-Bhégavatam (3.25.34-35), the Supreme Lord explains:

naikatmatarm me sprhayanti kecit
mat-pada-sevabhirata mad-thah

ye 'nyonyato bhagavatah prasajya
sabhajayante mama paurusani

"A pure devotee, who is attached to the activities of devotional service and who
always engages in the service of My lotus feet, never desires to become one with
Me. Such a devotee, who is unflinchingly engaged, always glorifies My pastimes
and activities.*

pasyanti te rucirany amba santah
prasanna-vaktraruna-locanani
rapani divyani vara-pradani
sakam vacarh sprhaniyar vadanti

"O My mother, My devotees always see the smiling face of My form, with eyes
like the rising morning sun. They like to see My various transcendental forms,
which are all benevolent, and they also talk favorably with Me."*

Srila Bhattanatha explains:

nitya-muktaika-bhojyarn yat
tat pancopanisanmayam

aprakrtarh divya-rapam
acaksur-visayarh gatam

"The eternally liberated souls enjoy the company of the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, who is described by the five Upanisads, whose form is splendid and



transcendental, who is not touched by matter, and who cannot be seen by material
eyes."

Chapter Two
Sadhana-prakarana
Activities For Spiritual Advancement

Suatra 56

bhagyavatam sat-prasangad ananya-bhaktau sraddha

bhagyavatam - of the fortunate souls; sat-prasangat - because of association with
devotees; ananya-bhaktau - in unalloyed devotional service; sraddha - faith.

By associating with devotees, the fortunate souls attain faith in unalloyed
devotional service.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Chandogya Upanisad (7.1.1 and 7.19.1) it is said:

adhihi bhagava iti hopasasada sanat-kumararm naradas tarh hovaca yad vettha tena
mopasidatas tu ardhvarnh vaksyamiti. . . . yada vai sraddadhaty atha manuto
nasraddadhan manute sraddadhad eva manute sraddhatv eva vijijaasitavyeti
sraddharh bhagavo vijijaasa iti.

"Narada approached Sanatkumara and said, “O master, please instruct me.'
Sanatkumara replied, "First tell me what you know, and then I will teach what is
beyond that. . . . When one has faith, then he can meditate. A person who has no
faith cannot meditate. A person who has faith can meditate. One should be eager
to understand the nature of faith.' "

In Srimad-Bhagavatam (3.25.25) it is said:
satarh prasangan mama virya-samvido

bhavanti hrt-karna-rasayana-kathah
taj-josanad asv apavarga-vartmani



sraddha ratir bhaktir anukramisyati

"In the association of pure devotees, discussion of the pastimes and activites of
the Supreme Personality of Godhead is very pleasing and satisfying to the ear and
the heart. By cultivating such knowledge one gradually becomes advanced on the
path of liberation, and thereafter he is freed, and his attraction becomes fixed.
Then real devotion and devotional service begin."*

In Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Madhya 22.49 and 64) it is said:

sadhu-sange krsna-bhaktye sraddha yadi haya
bhakti-phala prema haya sarmsara yaya ksaya

"By associating with a devotee, one awakens his faith in devotional service to
Krsna. Because of devotional service, one's dormant love for Krsna awakens, and
thus one's material, conditional existence comes to an end."*

sraddhavan jana haya bhakti-adhikari

"A faithful devotee is a truly eligible candidate for the loving service of the
Lord."*

Suatra 57

sa tv anyopayavajam bhakty-unmukhi citta-vrtti-visesah
sa - that; tu - indeed; anya - other; upayavajam - born from the methods; bhakti

- for devotional service; unmukhi - eager; citta - of the heart; vrtti - activity; visesah
- specific.

Faith is a specific activity performed in the heart. It makes one desire to
engage in devotional service. It is different from the other means of spiritual
advancement.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Katha Upanisad (1.2.23) it is said:



nayam atma pravacanena labhyo
na medhaya na bahuna srutena
yam evaisa vrnute tena labhyas
tasyaisa atma vivrnute tanur svam

"The Supreme Lord is not attained by expert explanations, by vast intelligence,
nor even by much hearing. He is attained only by one who He Himself chooses. To
such a person He manifests His own form."*

In Srimad-Bhagavatam (11.11.32) it is said:

ajnayayaiva gunan dosam
mayadistan api svakan

dharman santyajya yah sarvan
marn bhajet sa ca sattamah

"Such a saintly person must be considered the most learned of men. He
perfectly understands that the ordinary religious duties prescribed by Me in
various Vedic scriptures possess favorable qualities that purify the performer, and
he knows that neglect of such duties constitutes a discrepancy in one's life. Having
taken complete shelter at My lotus feet, however, a saintly person ultimately
renounces such ordinary religious duties and worships Me alone. He is thus
considered to be the best among all living entities."***

In Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Madhya 22.59, 60 and 62) it is said:

purva ajna veda karma dharma yoga jhan
saba sadhi avasese ei ajna balavan

"Although Krsna has previously explained the proficiency of executing Vedic
rituals, performing fruitive activity as enjoined in the Vedas, practicing yoga, and
cultivating jiiana, these last instructions are most powerful and stand above all the
others.*

sarva karma tyaga kari $ri-krsna bhajaya

"If the devotee has faith in the strength of this order, he worships Lord Krsna
and gives up all other activities.*



sraddha sabde visvasa kahe su-drdha niscaya

"By rendering transcendental loving service to Krsna, one automatically
performs all subsidiary activities."*

Sttra 58

sa ca Saranapatti-laksana

sa - that; ca - and; $arana - surrender and taking shelter; apatti - attainment;
laksana - characteristic.

Faith is characterized by taking shelter of the Lord and surrendering unto
Him.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Svetasvatara Upanisad (6.18) it is said:

yo brahmanarh vidadhati parvam
yo vai vedarms ca prahinoti tasmai

tarh hi vedam atma-buddhi-prakasam
mumuksur vai $aranam aharh prapadye

"Because I desire liberation, let me surrender unto the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, who first enlightened Lord Brahma in Vedic knowledge through Lord
Brahma's heart. The Lord is the original source of all enlightenment and spiritual
advancement."*

In the Bhagavad-gita (18.66), Lord Krsna explains:

sarva-dharman parityajya
mam ekarh Saranarh vraja

aharh tvam sarva-papebhyo
moksayisyami ma Sucah

"Abandon all varieties of religion and just surrender unto Me. I shall deliver
you from all sinful reactions. Do not fear."*



In the Vaisnava Tantra it is said:

anukulyasya sankalpah
pratiktlyasya varjanam

raksisyatiti visvaso
goptrtve varanar tatha

atma-niksepa-karpanye
sad-vidha saranagatih

"the six divisions of surrender are: 1. the acceptance of those things favorable to
devotional service, 2. the rejection of unfavorable things, 3. the conviction that
Krsna will give protection, 4. the acceptance of the Lord as one's guardian or
master, 5. full self-surrender, and 6. humility."*

In Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Madhya 22.102) it is said:

Sarana lana kare krsne atma samarpana
krsna tare kare tat-kale atma-sama

"When a devotee thus fully surrenders unto Krsna's lotus feet, Krsna accepts
him as one of His confidential associates."*

Stutra 59
taya desika-padasrayah
taya - by that; desika - of the spiritual master; pada - of the feet; asrayah -

shelter.

Faith leads one to take shelter at a bona fide spiritual master's feet.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Svetasvatara Upanisad (6.22) it is said:

vedante paramarh guhyarn
pura kalpe pracoditam
naprasantaya datavyar



naputrayasisyaya va

"This ancient Svetasvatara Upanisad, which is the supreme secret of Vedic
literature, should not be spoken to one who is not peaceful or in control of his
senses, nor to one who is not a dutiful son or an obedient disciple."

In the Svetasvatara Upanisad (6.23) it is also said:

yasya deve para bhaktir
yatha deve tatha gurau

tasyaite kathita hy arthah
prakasante mahatmanah

"Only unto those great souls who have implicit faith in both the Lord and the
spiritual master are all the imports of Vedic knowledge automatically revealed."*

In Srimad-Bhagavatam (11.20.17) it is said:

nr-deham adyam su-labham su-durlabharm
plavam su-kalparh guru-karnadharam
mayanukulena nabhasvateritar
puman bhavabdhirh na taret sa atma-ha

"When one wants to cross a large ocean, he requires a strong boat. It is said that
the human form of life is a good boat by which one can cross the ocean of
nescience. In the human form of life one can obtain the guidance of a good
navigator, the spiritual master. One also gets a favorable wind by the mercy of
Krsna, and that wind is the instructions of Krsna. The human body is the boat, the
instructions of Lord Krsna are the favorable winds, and the spiritual master is the
navigator. The spiritual master knows well how to adjust the sails to catch the
winds favorably and steer the boat to its destination. If, however, one does not take
advantage of this opportunity, one wastes the human form of life. Wasting time
and life in this way is the same as committing suicide."*

In Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Madhya 23.9) it is said:

kona bhagye kona jivera sraddha yadi haya
tabe sei jiva sadhu sanga karaya

"If, by a good fortune, a living entity develops faith in Krsna, he begins to
associate with devotees."*



In Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Madhya 22.115) it is said:

guru-padasraya-diksa gurura sevana
sad-dharma-siksa sadhu marganugamana

"On the path of devotional service one must observe the following items: 1.
One must accept a bona fide spiritual master. 2. Accept initiation from him. 3.
Serve him. 4. Receive instructions from the spiritual master and make inquiries in
order to learn devotional service. 5. Follow in the footsteps of the previous acaryas
and follow the directions given by the spiritual master."*

Sttra 60

tatah sadhana-bhaktir navadha

tatah - from that; sadhana-bhaktih - devotional service in practice; navadha-
ninefold.

Then one engages in the nine activities of sadhana-bhakti devotional service.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Brhad-aranyaka Upanisad (4.5.6) it is said:
atma va are drastavyah Srotavyo mantavyo nidhidhyasitavyah.

"One should gaze on the Lord, hear about Him, chant His glories, and meditate
on Him."

In Srimad-Bhagavatam it is said:

Sravanar kirtanarm casya
smaranarh mahatarh gateh

sevejyavanatir dasyam
sakhyam atma-nivedanam

"Hearing and chanting about the transcendental holy name, form, qualities,



paraphernalia, and pastimes of Lord Visnu, remembering them, serving the lotus
feet of the Lord, offering the Lord respectful worship with sixteen types of
paraphernalia, offering prayers to the Lord, becoming His servant, considering the
Lord one's best friend, and surrendering everything unto Him (in other words
serving Him with the body, mind, and words), these nine processes are accepted as
pure devotional service."*

In Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Madhya 22.121) it is said:

Sravana kirtana smarana pijana vandana
paricarya dasya sakhya atma-nivedana

"After one is established in devotional service, the positive actions are: 1.
hearing, 2. chanting, 3. remembering, 4. worshiping, 5. praying, 6. serving, 7.
accepting servitorship, 8. becoming a friend, and 9. surrendering fully."*

Stutra 61

bhagavan-nama-rapa-guna-lila-sravanam

bhagavat - of the Supreme Personality of Godhead; nama - name; rapa - form;
guna - qualities; lila - and pastimes; sravanam - hearing.

Then one hears about the Supreme Lord's names, forms, qualities, and

pastimes.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Brhad-aranyaka Upanisad it is said:

sa hovaca yajinavalkyah bhavaty etad vyakhyasyami te vyacaksanasya tu me
nidhidhyasasva.

"Yajnavalkya Muni said, "I will tell you about the Supreme Lord. Please listen
carefully."

In Srimad-Bhagavatam (2.2.37) it is said:

pibanti ye bhagavata atmanah satarh



kathamrtarh $ravana-putesu sambhrtam
punanti te visaya-vidasitasayarn
vrajanti tac-carana-saroruhantikam

"Those who drink through aural reception, fully filled with the nectarean
message of Lord Krsna, the beloved of the devotees, purify the polluted aim of life
known as material enjoyment and thus go back to Godhead, to the lotus feet of
Him (the Personality of Godhead)."*

Srila Jiva Gosvami explains:

atha krama-prapta-sravanam. tac ca nama-rapa-guna-lilamaya-sabdanam srotra-
sparsah. prathamarh namnah $ravanam antahkarana-suddhy-artham apeksam.
Suddhe cantahkarane rapa-sravanena tad-ubhaya-yogyata bhavati. samyag udite ca
rape gunanam sphuranam sampadyate. nama-rapa-gunesu samyak sphuritesv eva
lila-nama sphuranar susthu bhavatity abhipretya sadhana-kramo likhitam.

"Now will be described the sequence of events in hearing about the Lord.
hearing about the Lord occurs when the ears touch sounds of the Lord's names,
forms, qualities, and pastimes. First one hears the Lord's holy name, and by this
hearing the heart becomes purified. When the heart is thus purified one hears
descriptions of the Lord's form. In this way one becomes qualified to hear both the
Lord's name and the descriptions of His form. When one hears about the Lord's
form, one naturally also hears about the Lord's qualities. When one hears the
Lord's name and the descriptions of the Lord's form and qualities, one also comes
to hear about the Lord's pastimes. In this way I have written about the sequence of
activities in hearing about the Lord."

Sutra 62

tat-tat-kirtanam

tat-tat - them; kirtanam - glorifying.

Then one chants the glories of all these.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Taittiriya Upanisad it is said:



samagayann aste.

"He chants the glories of the Lord."

In the Chandogya Upanisad it is said:

vacam brahmety upaste.

"He worships the Lord by describing Him with words.

In Srimad-Bhagavatam (2.1.11) it is said:

etan nirvidyamananar
icchatam akuto-bhayam

yoginam nrpa nirnitarm
harer namanukirtanam

"O king, constant chanting of the holy name of the Lord after the ways of the
great authorities is the doubtless and fearless way of success for all, including
those who are free from all material desires, those who are desirous of all material
enjoyment, and those who are self-satisfied by dint of transcendental knowledge."*

In Srimad-Bhagavatam (1.5.22) it is also said:

idarh hi purnsas tapasah Srutasya va
svistasya stiktasya ca buddhi-dattayoh
avicyuto 'rthah kavibhir nirapito
yad uttamasloka-gunanuvarnanam

"Learned circles have positively concluded that the infallible purpose of the
advancement of knowledge, namely austerities, study of the Vedas, sacrifice,
chanting of hymns, and charity, culminates in the transcendental descriptions of
the Lord, who is defined in choice poetry."*

Srila Jiva Gosvami explains:
yadi saksad eva mahat-krtasya kirtanasya sravana-bhagyarh na sampadyate tadaiva

svayarh prthak kirtanam iti. gana-sakty-abhave tat sSrnoti. tad-anumodanam.
bahubhir militva kirtanar sankirtanam.



"When one is not engaged in hearing the Lord's glories from a great soul, one
may personally engage in chanting the Lord glories. If one has no power to chant
the Lord's glories, then one may simply hear. Chanting the Lord's glories becomes
a source of great pleasure for the chanter. When many are assembled together to
hear and chant the Lord's glories the chanting is called “sankirtana'."

Sutra 63

tat-tat-smaranam

tat-tat - of these; smaranam - remembering.

Then one remembers all these.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Chandogya Upanisad it is said:

smarena va vijanati smaram upasveti smararh brahmety upaste.

"By remembering the Lord one worships Him."

In the Narada Purana, the Supreme Personality of Godhead explains:

visayan dhyayatas cittarh
visayesu visajjate

mam anusmaratas cittarn
mayy eva praviliyate

"One who turns from material things and remembers Me in his heart, attains
Me."

Srila Jiva Gosvami explains:

tad idam smaranam panca-vidham. yat kificid anusandhanarm smaranam. parvatas
cittam akrsya samyakarena mano-dharanar dharana. visesato rapadi-cintanarn
dhyanam. amrta-dhara-vadanavac chinnar tat dhruvanusmrtih. dhyeya-matra-
sphuranarh samadhir iti.



"Remembering the Lord progresses in five stages. First one tries to understand
the Lord. That is called “smarana'. Then the heart becomes attracted to the Lord.
That is called “dharana'. Then one specifically meditates on the Lord's form,
qualities, and pastimes. That is called "dhyana'. Then that meditation drowns one
in a flood of nectar. That is called "dhruvanusmrti'. Then the Lord personally

rn

appears before the meditator. That is called “samadhi'.

Sutra 64

pada-sevanam

pada - to the feet; sevanam - service.

Then one serves the Lord's feet.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Katha Upanisad (2.2.3) it is said:

madhye vamanam asinarh
visvadeva upasate

"

"The demigods serve the Supersoul sitting in the middle of the heart.

In Srimad-Bhagavatam (4.21.31) it is said:

yat-pada-sevabhirucis tapasvinam
asesa-janmopacitarh malarh dhiya

sadyah ksinoty anvaham edhita sati
yatha padangustha-vinihsrta sarit

"By the inclination to serve the lotus feet of the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, suffering humanity can immediately cleanse the dirt which has
accumulated in their minds during innumerable births. Like the Ganges water,
which emanates from the toes of the lotus feet of the Lord, such a process
immediately cleanses the mind, and thus spiritual of Krsna consciousness
gradually increases."*



Srila Jiva Gosvami explains:

seva ca kala-desady-ucita paricaryadi-paryaya. sevya-padatvenaiva prapasya tasya
Sri-purusottamasya sac-cid-ananda-ghanatvam evabhipretam. atra pada-sevayarh
Sri-murti-darsana-sparsana-parikramanuvrajana-bhagavan-mandira-ganga-
purusottama-dvaraka-mathuradi-tadiya-tirtha-sthana-gamanadayo 'py antar-
bhavyah.

"Service to the Lord is appropriate in all times and places. Service here means
service to the feet of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Included in service to
the Lord are: seeing and touching the Deity of the Lord, circumambulating the
Lord, visiting the temple of the Lord, and going on pilgrimage to holy places like
the Ganges, Jagannatha Puri, Dvaraka, amd Mathura."

Sttra 65

arcanam

arcanam - worship.

One may also worship the Lord.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Svetasvatara Upanisad (6.10) it is said:

yo devanam adhipo
yasmil loka adhisritah

ya iSe 'sya dvi-padas catus-padas
tasmai devaya havisa vidhema

"With offerings of clarified butter let us worship the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, who is the master of the demigods, in whom the worlds rest, and who
rules the two-footed and the four-footed."

In the Visnu-dharma Purana it is said:

devatayarh ca mantre
tatha mantra-prade gurau



bhaktir asta-vidha yasya
tasya krsnah prasidati

"Lord Krsna is pleased with the devotee who in eight ways devotedly worships
His Deity from, His mantra, and the spiritual master who gave the mantra."

In the Bhagavad-gita (9.26), Lord Krsna explains:

patrarh pusparh phalar toyarh
yo me bhaktya prayacchati

tad aharh bhakty-upahrtarn
asnami prayatatmanah

"If one offers Me with love and devotion a leaf, a flower, fruit, or water, I will
accept it."*

Srila Jiva Gosvami explains:

sri-naradadi-vartmanusaribhih sri-bhagavata saha sambandha-visesarn diksa-
vidhanena sri-guru-carana-sampaditam cikirsadbhih krtayarm diksayam arcanam
avasyam kriyate eva. ye tu sampatti-santo grhasthas tesam tv arcana-marga eva
mukhyah. tad akrtva hi niskificanavat kevala-smaranadi-nisthatve citta-sathya-
pratipattih syat. tatha garhasthya-dharmasya devata yagasya sakha-pallavadi-
sevaka-sthaniyasya mila-seka-riparh tad-arcanam ity api tad-akarane mahan
dosah. kvacid atra manasa-pujasti.

"they who by spiritual initiation are followers of the path of Narada Muni and
other great souls and who thus have a relationship with the Supreme Personality
of Godhead, a relationship established by their taking shelter of the feet of their
spiritual master, must engage in worship of the Supreme Lord. For they who are
prosperous householders, the path of worship of the Deity of the Lord is most
important. If they ignore this duty and act as if they had no money and were
poverty-stricken, merely engaged in meditating on the Lord and serving Him in
ways that do not involve the expenditure of money, these cheating activities will
not help them. Therefore the householders have a solemn duty to worship the
Deity. The example is given that by watering the roots of a tree the branches,
twigs, and all else are nourished. The householders' worship of the Deity is like
that. If they fail in that duty it is a great fault on their part. If somehow they are
not able to worship the Deity directly, they should worship the Deity in
meditation.

arcanam api dvi-vidham. kevalarh karma-misrarh ca purvarh nirapkesanar



sraddhavatam uttaram vyavahara-cestatisayavatta yadrcchika-bhakty-anusthana-
laksana-vartadi-laksana-laksita-sraddhanam.

"Worship is of two kinds: 1. pure, and 2. mixed with fruitive activities. The
former is performed by the who have great faith and who desire only to please the
Lord. The latter is performed by they who are mostly engaged in material
activities, who have only a little faith, and who engage in devotional service from
time to time when they feel so inclined.

avahanam cadarena sammukhi-karanam sthapanam bhaktya nisevanam.
sannidhapanam tadiyatva-darsanarm sannirodhanam kriya samapti-paryanta-
sthapanam. sakali-karanam tat-sarvanga-prakasanam. atra sudradi-pajitarca paja-
nisedha-vacanam avaisnava-sadradi-param eva.

"In worship one respectfully requests the Lord to appear, one approaches the
Lord, and one serves the Lord with devotion. One sees everything as the Lord's
property, one offers various gifts to the Lord, and one offers all that one has to the
Lord. In some places it is said that stdras and other low-class persons are not
eligible to worship the Lord. These words refer only to they who are not
Vaisnavas."

Stitra 66

bhiuita-suddhi-kesava-nyasavahana-vaisnava-cihna-dhrti-nirmalya-dharana-
caranamrta-pana-vrata-palanadini tad-angani

bhuta-suddhi - consecration of articles; kesava-nyasa - offering nyasas to Lord
Krsna; avahana - requesting the Lord to appear; vaisnava - of a Vaisnava; cihna -
the marks; dhrti - wearing; nirmalya - the remnants of flowers offered to the Lord;
dharana - taking; carana - of the feet; amrta - the nectar; pana - drinking; vrata -
vows; palana - protecting; adini - beginning with; tat - of that; angani - the parts.

Consecration of articles of worship, offering nyasas to Lord Kesava,
requesting the Lord to appear, accepting the marks of a Vaisnava, wearing
flower garlands offered to the Lord, drinking the nectar that has washed the
Lord's feet, and following vows are included among the activities of worshiping
the Lord.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Isa Upanisad (18) it is said:



yuyodhyasmaj juhuranam eno
bhuyistham te nama-uktim vidhema

"O my lord, powerful as fire, omnipotent one, now I offer You all obeisances
and fall on the ground at Your feet. O my Lord, please lead me on the right path to
reach You, and since You know all that I have done in the past, please free me
from the reactions to my past sins, so that there will be no hindrance to my
progress."*

In the Bahv-rca-parisista it is said:
sahasraro nemi nemina tapta-tanuh.
"One should worship the Lord, who is like a splendid wheel with a thousand

spokes."
In the Chandogya-parisista it is said:
sa hovaca yajiavalkyas tat puman atma-hitaye premna harirh bhajet.
"Yajnavalkya said: For one's own benefit one should lovingly worship Lord
Hari."
In the Vayu Purana it is said:
ayacaka-pradata syat
krsirmh vrtty-artham acaret

puranarh Srnuyan nityarn
salagramarh ca pujayet

"One should worship the Lord and perform activities that attract Him. One
should regularly hear from the Puranas and one should regularly worship the
Salagrama-sila."

Srila Jiva Gosvami explains:

tatra bhaita-Suddhir nijabhilasita-bhagavat-sevopayika-tat-parsada-deha-bhavana-
paryanta. ahangropasanayah suddha-bhakter dustatvat. kesava-vinyasadinam



yatradhamangarh visayatvam tatra tan-murtirh dhyatva tat-tan-mantrars ca
japtvaiva tat-tad-angam sparsa-matrarm kuryat. na tu tat-tan-mantra-devata tatra
tatra nyasta dhyayed yani catra vaisnava-vaisnava-cihnani nirmalya-dharana-
caranamrta-panadini angani tesarh ca prthak prthan mahatma-vrndarh sastra-
sahasresv anusandheyam. tatha sri-krsna-janmastami-karttika-vrataikadasi-vrata-
magha-snanadikam atraivantar-bhavyam.

"Then one should consecrate the articles of worship. One may worship the
Lord as one desires, and one may also meditate on becoming one of the Lord's
liberated associates. However, one should not meditate on becoming the Lord
Himself, for that kind of meditation is wrong and impure. One should offer
kesava-nyasa and other like offerings, one should bow down before the Lord,
meditate on the Lord, chant mantras glorifying the Lord, and touch the Deity of
the Lord. One should not offer mantras and nyasas to the various demigods. One
should accept the marks of a Vaisnava, wear flower garlands offered to the Lord,
drink the nectar that has washed the Lord's feet, and perform other like activities.
These are some of the activities of worship of the Lord. Some other activities of
worship are one should study thousands of scriptures, one should observe the
vows of Sri Krsna-janmastami, the month of Karttika, and the days of ekadasi, and
one should bathe during the month of Magha."

Sutra 67

vandanam

vandanam - offering obeisances.

One may also offer obeisances to the Lord.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Svetasvatara Upanisad (4.3-4) it is said:

tvam stri tvam puman asi
tvam kumara uta va kumari
tvarh jirno dandena vancasi
tvarh jato bhavasi visvato-mukhah

"You are a woman. You are a man. You are a boy. You are a girl. As an old man
You walk with a cane. You are born again, O all-pervading Lord.



nilah patango harito lohitaksas
tadid-garbha rtavah samudrah
anadimat tvarm vibhutvena
yato jatasi bhuvanani visvah

"You are the black bee, the green parrot, the red-eyed cuckoo, the storm-cloud
with lightning, the seasons, and the oceans. You are everywhere. You are
beginningless. The worlds are born from You."

In the Narayana-vytaha-stava it is said:

aho bhagyam aho bhagyarn
aho bhagyarh nrnam idam
yesarh hari-padabjagre
Siro nyastarh yatha tatha

"How greatly fortunate are they! How fortunate are they! How fortunate are
they who bow their heads before Lord Hari's lotus feet!"

Srila Jiva Gosvami explains:

tac ca yadyapi astangatvenapi vartate tathapi kirtana-smaranavat svatantryenapity
apretya prthag vidhiyate. eka-hasta-krtatva-vastravrta-dehatva-bhagavad-agra-
prstha-vama-bhagatyanta-nikata-garbha-mandira-gatatvadi-mayaparadha
namaskare parihartavyah.

"As with hearing and chanting the Lord's glories, one should not offer
obeisances whimsically in whatever way one thinks. There is a specific way. One
should bow down with the eight parts of his body. One should also avoid the
offenses that begin with offering obeisances with only one hand, offering
obeisances while one's body is completely covered with cloth, offering obeisances
while directly facing the Lord, offering obeisances with the left side not facing the
Deity, and offering obeisances from too close within the Deity room."

Sutra 68

dasyam

dasyam - service.



One may also serve the Lord.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Chandogya Upanisad it is said:

sa sadavali bhavaty atotthata bhavati uttisthan paricarita bhavati paricarann
upasatta bhavaty upasidan drasta bhavati.

"One should rise and stand before the Lord. Standing before Him, one should
serve the Lord. Sitting down one should gaze upon the Lord."

In Srimad-Bhagavatam (7.9.17) it is said:

yasmat priyapriya-viyoga-samyoga-janma-
sokagnina sakala-yonisu dahyamanah

duhkhausadham tad api duhkham atad-dhiyaharm
bhtiman bhramami vada me tava dasya-yogyam

"O great one, O Supreme Lord, because of combination with pleasing and
displeasing circumstances and because of separation from them, one is placed in a
most regrettable position, within heavenly or hellish planets, as if burning in a fire
of lamentation. Although there are many remedies by which to get out of
miserable life, any such remedies in the material world are more miserable than
the miseries themselves. Therefore I think that the only remedy is to engage in
Your service. Kindly instruct me in such service."*

Srila Jiva Gosvami explains:

tac ca $ri-visnor dasyamanatvam. astu tavad bhajana-prayasah kevalam
tadrsatvabhimanenapi siddhir bhavati.

"Now will be described the condition of being a servant of Lord Visnu. By
worshiping, honoring, and serving the Lord, a person attains perfection."

Sutra 69

sakhyam

sakhyam - friendship.



One may become the Lord's friend.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Svetasvatara Upanisad (4.20) it is said:

na sandrse tisthati rapam asya
na caksusa pasyati kascanaivam
hrda hrdi stharh manasa ya enarn
evam vidur amrtas te bhavanti

"They become immortal who know the Supreme Personality of Godhead,
whose form is not within the perception of material senses, who is not seen by the
material eye, whose form in the heart is seen only by the heart of love."

In the Mundaka Upanisad (3.1.1) it is said:

dva suparna sayuja sakhaya

"The Supreme Lord and the individual soul are like two friendly birds."
In the Ramarcana-dipika it is said:

paricarya para kecit
prasadesu ca Serate

manusyam iva tarh drasturh
vyavaharturh ca bandhuvat

"Some who serve the Lord in the temple see the Lord as if He were a human
being. They act as if He were their friend or their kinsman."
Srila Jiva Gosvami explains:

tac ca hita-sasana-mayarh bandhu-bhava-laksanam.

"When one loves the Lord as if He were one's friend or kinsman, that love is
very auspicious."



Sttra 70

atma-nivedanam

atma - self; nivedanam - surrender.

One may also surrender everything to the Lord.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Brhad-aranyaka Upanisad (2.5.15) it is said:

sa va ayam atma sarvesam bhutanam adhipatih sarvesarn bhutanar raja tad yatha
ratha-nabhau ca ratha-nemi-carah sarve samarpita evam evasminn atmani sarvani
bhutani sarva eta atmanah samarpitah.

"The Supreme Personality of Godhead is the master of all living beings. He is
like the hub and all others are like the spokes of the wheel. Everyone should offer
themselves to Him and surrender to Him."

In Srimad-Bhagavatam it is said:

evam sada karma-kalapam atmanah
pare 'dhi-yajiie bhagavaty adhoksaje
sarvatma-bhavarm vidadhan mahim imarm
tan-nistha-viprabhihitah sasasa ha

"One who always faithfully offers himself and all that he does to the lotus-eyed
Supreme Personality of Godhead, becomes the ruler of the world."
Srila Jiva Gosvami explains:

tac ca dehadi-suddhanta-paryantasya sarvato-bhavena tasminn evarpanam. tat-
karyam catmartha-cesta-sunyatvam.

"The pure-hearted soul should offer his body and everything else to the
Supreme Personality of Godhead. If one does not do this, but instead acts selfishly
for his own benefit, all that he does will become worthless."



Srila Yamuna Muni (Sri Stotra-ratna, 49) explains:

vapur-adisu yo 'pi ko 'pi va
gunato 'sani yatha tatha vidhah

tad ayarh bhavatah padabjayor
aham adyaiva maya samarpitah

"O Lord, whatever I possess in terms of this body and its paraphernalia and
whatever I have from the modes of nature today I offer at Your lotus feet."

Chapter Three
Sadhana-paripaka-parakarana
Obstacles to Spiritual Advancement

Suatra 71

sadhana-prarambhe dasa-dosa varjaniya

sadhana - of devotional service in practice; prarambhe - in the performance;
dasa - ten; dosa - faults; varjaniya - to be avoided.

Ten kinds of offenses should be avoided by one engaged in devotional

service (sadhana-bhakti).

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Katha Upanisad (1.2.24) it is said:

navirato duscaritan
nasanto nasamahituh
nasanta-manaso vapi
prajhanenainam apnuyat

"Neither a person who does not avoid sinful deeds, nor a person who is nor
peaceful, nor a person who is not serious and diligent, nor a person whose heart is



agitated can, even with a great intellectual endeavor, attain the Supreme Lord."

In the Katyayana-sarn6hita it is said:

varam huta-vaha-jvala
panjarantar-vyavasthitih

na $auri-cinta-vimukha-
jana-samvasa-vaisamam

"Even if one is forced to live within a cage of iron or in the midst of a blazing
fire, he should accept this position rather than live with nondevotees who are
through and through against the supremacy of the Lord."*

In Srimad-Bhagavatam (7.13.8) it is said:

na $isyan anubadhniyad
granthan naivabhyased bahtn

na vyakhyam upayunjita
narambhan arabhet kvacit

"A sannyasI must not present allurements of material benefits to gather many
disciples, nor should he unnecessarily read many books or give discourses as a
means of livelihood. He must never attempt to increase material opulences
unnecessarily."*

In Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu it is said:

alabdhe va vinaste va
bhaksacchadana-sidhane

aviklava-matir bhutva
harim eva dhiya smaret

"If one cannot attain food or shelter, or if one had them but now they are
destroyed, one should, with a peaceful mind, always remember Lord Hari."

In the Padma Purana it is said:

soka-marsadibhir bhavair
akrantam yasya manasam

katharh tasya mukundasya
sphurti-sambhavana bhavet



"Within the heart of a person who is overpowered by lamentation or anger,
there is no possibility of Krsna's being manifested."*

harir eva sadaradhyah
sarva-devesvaresvarah

itare brahma-rudradya
navajieya kadacana

"Krsna, or Hari, is the master of all demigods, and therefore He is always
worshipable. But this does not mean that one should not offer respect to the
demigods."*

In the Mahabharata it is said:

piteva putram karuno
no dve jayati yo janam
visuddhasya hrsikesas
tarnarh tasya prasidati

"A person who does not disturb or cause painful action in the mind of any
living entity, who treats everyone just like a loving father does his children, whose
heart is so pure, certainly becomes very soon favored by the Supreme Personality
of Godhead."*

In the Varaha Purana it is said:

samarcanaparadha ye
kirtyante vasudhe maya

vaisnavena sada te nu
varjaniyah prayatnatah

"O earth goddess, a Vaisnava should always carefully avoid these offenses in
devotional service that I have described to you."

In the Padma Purana it is said:
namno hi sarva-suhrdo

hy aparadhat pataty adhah
nindarh bhagavatah srnvarns



tat-parasya janasya va

tato no paiti yah so 'pi
yaty adhah sukrta-cyutah

"One who commits offenses to the holy name falls down. One who hears
offenses to the Supreme Lord or His devotees loses all his pious deeds and also
falls down."

Srila Ripa Gosvami (in Sri Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu) explains:

sanga-tyago vidarena
bhagavad-vimukhair janaih

Sisyady-ananubandhitvarm
maharambhady-anudyamah

"1. One should rigidly give up the company of nondevotees. 2. One should not
instruct a person who is not desirous of accepting devotional service. 3. One

should not be very enthusiastic about constructing costly temples or monasteries.*

bahu-grantha-kalabhyasa-
vyakhya-vada-vivarjanam

vyavahare 'py akarpanyar
sokady-avasa-vartita

"4. One should not try to read too many books, nor should one develop the
idea of earning his livelihood by lecturing on or professionally reciting Srimad-
Bhagavatam or Bhagavad-gita. 5. One should not be neglectful in ordinary
dealings. 6. One should not be under the spell of lamentation in loss or jubilation
in gain.*

anya-devan avajia ca
bhutan udvega-dayita
sevanam aparadhanam

udbhava bhava-karita

"7. One should not disrespect the demigods. 8. One should not give
unnecessary trouble to any living entity. 9. One should carefully avoid the various
offenses in chanting the holy name of the Lord or in worshiping the Deity in the
temple.*



krsna-tad-bhakti-vidvesa-
vinindady-asahisnuta

vyatirekatayamisarn
dasanam syad anusthitah

"10. One should be very intolerant toward the blasphemy of the Supreme
Personality of Godhead, Krsna, or His devotees. Without following the above-
mentioned ten principles, one cannot properly elevate himself to the platform of
sadhana-bhakti, or devotional service in practice."*

Suatra 72
tat tu bhakty-anugata-dainya-daya-yukta-vairagyair na tu nirbheda-jnananugata-
sadhana-catustaya-yoga-karmabhih

tat - that; tu - but; bhakti - devotional service; anugata - following; dainya -
humbleness; daya - mercy; yukta - proper; vairagyaih - with renunciation; na - not;

tu - but; nirbheda - non-dual; jhana - knowl3edhe; anugata - following; sadhana -
methods; catustaya - four; yoga - by yoga; karmabhih - by fruitive work.

By engaging in devotional service and by cultivating humbleness, mercy, and
proper renunciation, one can avoid the previously described offenses. However
they who follow the fourfold sadhana of the impersonalists or who follow the
paths of yoga or karma, cannot become free of these offenses.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Taittiriya Upanisad it is said:

brahma jyestham upasate. vijiianarh brahma ced veda tasmac cen na pramadyati.
Sarire papmano hitva sarvan kaman samasnute.

"One should worship the Supreme Personality of Godhead. If one has no
understanding of the Supreme Person, then one will be bewildered. With his body
he will commit sins. He will be filled with material desires."

In Srimad-Bhagavatam is an example of a humble appeal:

maivamh mamadhamasyapi



syad evacyuta-darsanam
hriyamanah kala-nadya
kvacit tarati kancana

"I am very fallen. I shall never see the infallible Supreme Personality of
Godhead face-to-face. I am very embarrassed. Oh, how shall I cross the river of
material time?"

In the Skanda Purana is an example of mercy:

ete na hy adbhuta vyadha
tava himsadayo gunah

hari-bhaktau pravrtta ye
na te syuh para-tapinah

"O hunter, good qualities like non-violence, which you have developed, are not
very astonishing, for those who are engaged in the Lord's devotional service are
never inclined to give pain to others because of envy."*

In Srimad-Bhagavatam (1.2.7) is a description of proper renunciation:

vasudeve bhagavati
bhakti-yoge prayojitah

janayaty asu vairagyar
jhanam ca yad ahaitukam

"By rendering devotional service unto the Personality of Godhead, Sri Krsna,
one immediately acquires causeless knowledge and detachment from the world."*

In Srimad-Bhagavatam (11.14.20) is the following criticism of yoga and karma:

na sadhayati marh yogo

na sankhyarh dharma uddhava
na svadhyayas tapas tyago

yatha bhaktir mamorjita

"One may make Krsna the goal of mystic yoga, Sankhya philosophy, etc., yet
such activities do not please the Lord as much as direct loving service, which one
practices by hearing and chanting about the Lord and executing His mission."*

In the Skanda Purana it is said:



antah-suddhir bahih-suddhis
tapah-santy-adayas tatha

ami gunah prapadyante
hari-sevabhikaminam

"Purification of consciousness, purification of bodily activities, austerities,
peace of mind, etc., all become automatically manifest in the person who is
engaged in devotional service."*

Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu (Siksastaka 3) explains:
trnad api su-nicena
taror iva sahisnuna

amanina manadena
kirtaniyah sada harih

"One who thinks himself lower than the grass, who is more tolerant than a tree,
and who does not expect personal honor but is always prepared to give all respects
to others, can very easily always chant the holy name of the Lord."*

Satra 73

sadhana-paripakve sarvanartha-nivrttih

sadhana - of devotional service in practice; paripakve - in the mature stage;
sarva - all; anartha - of unwanted things; nivrttih - cessation.

When devotional service comes to the stage of maturity, all unwanted

obstacles cease to exist.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Chandogya Upanisad (7.26.2) it is said:

ahara-suddhau sattva-suddhih sattva-suddhau dhruvanusmrtih smrti-labhye sarva-
granthinam vipramoksas tasmai mrdita-kasayaya tamasah pararh darsayati
bhagavan sanat-kumarah.



"By performance of yajiia one's eatables become sanctified, and by eating
sanctified foodstuffs one's very existence becomes purified. By the purification of
existence finer tissues in the memory become sanctified, and when memory is
sanctified one can think of the path of liberation. In this way Lord Sanatkumara
revealed the spiritual truth, which is on the farther shore of the world of
darkness."

In Srimad-Bhagavatam (1.2.16-19 and 21) it is said:

susrasoh sraddadhanasya
vasudeva-katha-rucih

syan mahat-sevaya viprah
punya-tirtha-nisevanat

"O twice-born sages, by serving those devotees who are completely freed from
all vice, great service is done. By such service one gains affinity for hearing the
messages of Vasudeva.*

Srnvatam sva-kathah krsnah
punya-sravana-kirtanah
hrdy antah-stho hy abhadrani

vidhunoti suhrt satam

"Sri Krsna, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, who is the Paramatma
(Supersoul) in everyone's heart and the benefactor of the truthful devotee, cleanses
desire for material enjoyment from the heart of the devotee who has developed the
urge to hear His messages, which are virtuous when properly heard and chanted.*

nasta-prayesv abhadresu
nityarn bhagavata-sevaya

bhagavaty uttamasloke
bhaktir bhavati naisthiki

"By regular attendance in classes on the Bhagavatam and by rendering of service
to the pure devotee, all that is troublesome to the heart is almost completely
destroyed, and loving service unto the Supreme Personality of Godhead, who is
praised with transcendental songs, is established as an irrevocable fact.*

tada rajas-tamo-bhavah
kama-lobhadayas ca ye



ceta etair anaviddham
sthitarh sattve prasidati

"As soon as irrevocable loving service is established in the heart the effects of
nature's modes of passion and ignorance, such as lust, desire, and hankering,
disappear from the heart. Then the devotee is established in goodness, and he
becomes completely happy.*

bhidyate hrdaya-granthis
chidyante sarva-sarmsayah
ksiyante casya karmani
drsta evatmanisvare

"Thus the knot in the heart is pierced, and all misgivings are cut to pieces. The
chain of fruitive actions is terminated when one sees the Self as master."*
In Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Madhya 23.10) it is said:

sadhu sanga haite haya sravana kirtana
sadhana bhaktye haya sarvanartha nivartana

"When one is encouraged in devotional service by the association of devotees,
one becomes free from all unwanted contamination by following the regulative
principles and chanting and hearing."*

Sutra 74

svariipanavapty-asat-trsnaparadha-hrdaya-daurbalyanity anarthas" ca catur-vidha\h
svartipa - original form; anavapti - non-attainemnt; asat - for matter; trsna -

thirst; aparadha - offense; hrdaya - in the heart; daurbalyani - weakness; iti - thus;
anarthah - the unwanted; ca - also; catuh - four; vidha\h - kinds.

1. Misidentification of the self, 2. thirst for material things, 3. offenses, and
4. weakness of heart are four obstacles on the spiritual path.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

Misidentification of the self is described in the Svetasvatara Upanisad (6.1) in



these words:

sva-bhavam eke kavayo vadanti
kalarh tathanye parimuhyamanah

"Some thinkers say the material universe is self-manifested. Other bewildered
men say time created the universe."
Thirst for the temporary and unreal things of this world is described in the

Brhad-aranyaka Upanisad (4.4.22) in these words:

yesarh no 'yam atmayarh loka iti te sma putraisanayas ca vittaisanayas ca
lokaisanayas ca vyutthayatha bhiksa-caryar caranti.

"The say, "The Supreme Lord is the whole world for us.' Renouncing the desire
to enjoy children, wealth, or anything else in this world, they becomes sannyasis.
They accept alms. They wander over the earth."

Offenses are described in the Isa Upanisad in these words:
asurya nama te loka
andhena tamasavrtah

tarhs te pretyabhigacchanti
ye ke catma-hano janah

"The killer of the soul, whoever he may be, must enter into the planets known
as the world of the faithless, full of darkness and ignorance."*

Weakness of heart is described in the Katha Upanisad (2.1.2) in these words:
para ca kaman anuyanti balas

te mrtyor yanti vitatasya pasam

"Childish fools who desire material pleasures run into the noose set by death."

In Srimad-Bhagavatam (7.7.44-45) it is said:

kim u vyavahitapatya-
daragara-dhanadayah



rajya-kosa-gajamatya
bhrtyapta mamataspadah

"Since the body itself is ultimately meant to become stool or earth, what is the
meaning of the paraphernalia related to the body, such as wives, residences,
wealth, children, relatives, servants, friends, kingdoms, treasuries, animals, and
ministers? They are also temporary. What more can be said about this?*

kim etair atmanas tucchaih
saha dehena nasvaraih

anarthair artha-sankasair
nityananda-mahodadhe

"All this paraphernalia is very near and dear as long as the body exists, but as
soon as the body is destroyed, all things related to the body are also finished.
Therefore, actually one has nothing to do with them, but because of ignorance one
accepts them as valuable. Compared to the ocean of eternal happiness, they are
most insignificant. What is the use of such insignificant relationships for the
eternal living being?"*

In Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Madhya 22.29) it is said:

jhane jivan-mukta dasa painu kari mane

vastutah buddhi-suddha nahe krsna bhakti vine

"There are many philosophical speculators (jianis) belonging to the Mayavada
school who consider themselves liberated and call themselves Narayana. However,
their intelligence is not purified unless they engage in Krsna's devotional service."*

In Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Madhya 22.140) it is said:

kama tyaji' krsna bhaje sastra ajia mani'

"If a person gives up all material desires and completely engages in the
transcendental loving service of Krsna, as enjoined in revealed scriptures, he is
never indebted to demigods, sages, or forefathers."*

In Sri Caitanya-caritamrta it is also said:

seva namaparadhadi durete varjana



"One should be careful not to commit offenses to devotional service and to the
holy name of the Lord."

Satra 75

sadhana-yogenacarya-prasadena ca tarnarm tad-apanayanam eva bhajana-
naipunyam

sadhana-yogena - by engagement in the activities of devotional service; acarya -
of the spiritual master; prasadena - by the mercy; ca - and; tirnam - quickly; tat -
them; apanayanam - removal; eva - certainly; bhajana - in devotional service;
naipunyam - expertise.

By engaging in the activities of devotional service and by the mercy of the
spiritual master one becomes free of all these obstacles and one also becomes
expert in devotional service.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Prasna Upanisad (3.2 to 6.8)) it is said:

tasmai sa hovacati-prasnan prcchasi brahmistho 'siti tasmat te 'hamm bravimi. . . te
tam arcayantas tarm hi nah pita yo 'smakam avidyayah pararh param tarayasiti.
namah parama-rsibhyo namah parama-rsibhyah.

"Then he said to him, “You ask many questions, but because you are devoted to
the Supreme Lord, I shall answer them.' ... (After hearing the answers to all their
questions, the students) worshiped the sage and said, “You are our father. You
have taken us to the farther shore of this ocean of ignorance. We offer our
obeisances to the great sages. We offer our obeisances to the great sages."

In Srimad-Bhagavatam (7.7.30) it is said:

guru-susrasaya bhaktya
sarva-labharpanena ca

sangena sadhu-bhaktanar
iSvararadhanena ca



"One must accept the bona fide spiritual master and render service unto him
with great devotion and faith. Whatever one has in one's possession should be
offered to the spiritual master, and in the association of saintly persons and
devotees one should worship the Lord."*

In Srimad-Bhagavatam (11.14.25-26) Lord Krsna explains:

yathagnina hema-malam jahati
ghnatarh punah svarmh bhajate svartipam
atma ca karmanusayar vidhaiya
mad-bhakti-yogena bhajaty atho mam

"Just as gold, when smelted in fire, gives up its impurities and returns to its
pure brilliant state, similarly, the spirit soul, absorbed in the fire of bhakti-yoga, is
purified of all contamination caused by previous fruitive activities and returns to
its original position of serving Me in the spiritual world.***

yatha yathatma parimrjyate 'sau
mat-punya-gatha-sravanabhidhanaih

tatha tatha pasyati vastu saksmarn
caksur yathaivam jana-samprayuktam

"When a diseased eye is treated with medicinal ointment, it gradually recovers
its power to see. Similarly, as a conscious living entity cleanses himself of material
contamination by hearing and chanting the pious narrations of My glories, he
regains his ability to see Me, the Absolute Truth, in My subtle spiritual form."***

In Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Madhya 22.45) it is said:

sadhu sange tabe krsne rati upajaya

"By good fortune, one becomes eligible to cross the ocean of nescience, and
when one's term of material existence decreases, one may get an opportunity to
associate with pure devotees. By such association one's attraction to Krsna is
awakened."*

In Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Madhya 22.47) it is said:

guru antaryami rape Sikhaya apane



"Krsna is situated in everyone's heart as Caittya-guru, the spiritual master
within. When He is kind to some fortunate conditioned soul, He personally gives
one lessons to progress in devotional service, instructing the person as the
Supersoul within and the spiritual master without."*

Chapter Four
Bhajana-krama-prakarana
The Stages of Devotional Service

Satra 76

tato bhajana-nistha

tatah - then; bhajana - in devotional service; nistha - faith.

Then one attains faith in devotional service.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Chandogya Upanisad (7.20.1) it is said:

yada vai nististhaty atha sraddadhati nanististhann eva sraddadhati nistha tv eva
vijijaasitavyeti nistharh bhagavo vijij 24asa iti.

"The sage said, "When one stands in the spiritual truth, he can have faith. One
who does not stand in the truth cannot have faith. Therefore, you should try to

understand faith.' Then the student replied, "O master, I wish to understand
faith'."

In Srimad-Bhagavatam (11.23.58) it is said:

etarnh sa asthaya paratma-nistharn
adhyasitam puarvatamair mahadbhih
aharh tarisyami duranta-pararm
tamo mukundanghri-nisevayaiva



"I shall cross over the insurmountable ocean of nescience by being firmly fixed
in the service of the lotus feet of Krsna. This was approved by the previous acaryas,
who were fixed in firm devotion to the Lord, Paramatma, the Supreme Personality
of Godhead."*

Srila Narottama dasa Thakura sings:
anyabhilasa chadi' jiana karma parihari'
kaya-mane kariba bhajana

sadhu sange krsna seba na pajibo debi deba
ei bhakti parama karana

"rejecting all other desires, and abandoning philosophical speculation and
fruitive work, in the company of the devotees I will worship and serve Lord Krsna
with my body and mind. I will not worship the demigods and demigoddesses.
Devotional service is the reason for my life."

Srila Kaviraja Misra explains:
disatu svarajyam va

viratu tapa-trayam vapi

sukhitarh duhkhitam api

marh na muficatu kesava-svami

"He may show me His own kingdom, or He may make me suffer the threefold
miseries. Whether I suffer or enjoy, I pray that Lord Kesava never abandon me."

Satra 77

rucis tatah

rucih - attraction; tatah - then.

Then attraction is manifested.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Chandogya Upanisad (7.21.1) it is said:



yada vai karoty atha nististhati nakrtva nististhati krtvaiva nististhati krtisv eva
vijijhasitavyeti krti-bhagavo vijijiasa iti.

"The sage said, "One who performs spiritual activities becomes situated in the
truth. One who does not perform spiritual activities does not become situated in
the truth. One who performs spiritual activities becomes situated in the truth.
Therefore one should try to understand spiritual activities.' Then the student

replied, O master, I do wish to understand spiritual activities'.

In Srimad-Bhagavatam (1.5.26) it is said:

tatranv-aharh krsna-katha pragayatar
anugrahenasrnavarh manoharah

tah sraddhaya me 'nupadam visrnvatah
priya-sravasy anga mamabhavad ratih

"O Vyasadeva, in that association and by the mercy of those great Vedantists, 1
could hear them describe the attractive activities of Lord Krsna. And thus listening
attentively, my taste for hearing of the Personality of Godhead increased at every
step."*

Srila Jiva Gosvami explains:

ratir atra rucir iti.

"then one develops love and attraction for the Lord."

Srila Sarvabhauma Bhattacarya explains:

lavanyamrta-vanya
madhurima-lahari-paripakah

karunyanar hrdayarm
kapota-kisorah parisphuratu

"I pray that Lord Krsna, the mischievous youth who is a flood of
handsomeness, who is waves of sweet charm, and who is the heart of mercy, may
appear before me."

bhavantu tatra janmani
yatra te murali-kalah



karna-peyatvam ayati
kirh me nirvana-vartaya

"O Lord, I pray that I may take birth again and again in a place where my ears
may drink the sweet music of Your flute. What is the use of talking to me about
impersonal liberation?"

Srila Madhavendra Puri explains:
rasarh prasamsantu kavitva-nistha

brahmamrtarm veda-siro nivisthah

vayam tu gunja-kalitavatarhsam
grhita-vamsarm kam api srayamah

"Those devoted to poetry may praise the nectar of poetry, and those devoted to
Vedic study may praise the nectar of impersonal Brahman. We shall praise neither.
We shall simply take shelter of a flutist who wears a guija-necklace."

Suatra 78

tata asaktih

tatah - then; asaktih - attachment.

Then attachment is manifest.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Chandogya Upanisad (7.22.1) it is said:

yada vai sukharh labhate 'tha karoti nasukham labdhva karoti sukham eva labdhva
karoti sukharh tv eva vijijiasitavyam iti.

"The sage said, "One who performs spiritual activities attains happiness. One
who does not perform spiritual activities does not attain happiness. Becoming
happy in this way, one continues his spiritual activities. Therefore you should try
to understand the nature of the spiritual happiness attained in this way."

In Srimad-Bhagavatam (1.6.26-27) it is said:



namany anantasya hata-trapah pathan
guhyani bhadrani krtani ca smaran

gar paryatan tusta-mana gata-sprhah
kalam pratiksan vimado vimatsarah

"Thus I began chanting the holy name and fame of the Lord by repeated
recitation, ignoring all the formalities of the material world. Such chanting and
remembering of the transcendental pastimes of the Lord are benedictory. So doing,
I traveled all over the earth, fully satisfied, humble, and unenvious.*

evam krsna-mater brahman
nasaktasyamalatmanah

kalah pradurabhut kale
tadit saudamani yatha

"And so, O Brahmana Vyasadeva, in due course of time I, who was fully
absorbed in thinking of Krsna and who therefore had no attachments, being
completely freed from all material taints, met with death, as lightning and
illumination occur simultaneously."*

Srila Haridasa explains:

alam tri-diva-vartaya kim iti sarvabhauma-sriya
vidaratara-vartini bhavatu moksa-laksmir api
kalinda-giri-nandini-tata-nikunja-punjodare
mano harati kevalarh nava-tamala-nilarh mahah

"Enough of this talk about celestial planets! What is the use of a great kingdom
on the earth? Even the opulence of liberation should go far away from me! In the
groves by the Yamuna's shore a person whose dark complexion is like a young
tamala tree has now stolen my heart."

Srila Raghupati Upadhyaya explains:

karh prati kathayitum 1se
samprati ko va pratitim ayati

gopati-tanaya-kunje
gopa-vadhuti-vitarh brahma



"To whom can I speak who will believe me when I say that Krsna, the Supreme
Personality of Godhead, is hunting the gopis in the bushes by the banks of the
River Yamuna? In this way the Lord demonstrates His pastimes."*

In Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (23.12) it is said:

ruci haite bhaktye haya tabe asakti pracura

"After taste is awakened, a deep attachment arises."*

Satra 79

tato bhavah

tatah - then; bhavah - ecstatic love.

Then ecstatic love is manifest.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Chandogya Upanisad (7.23.1) it is said:

yo vai bhtima sat-sukhar nalpe sukham asti bhimaiva sukharh bhamatveva
vijijaasitavya iti.

"The Supreme Personality of Godhead is filled with bliss. His bliss is not small.

His bliss is very great. You should try to understand the Supreme Personality of
Godhead."

In the Svetasvatara Upanisad (5.14) it is said:

bhava-grahya-manojakhyarn
bhavabhava-karam Sivam
kala-sarga-kararm devarn
ye vidus te juhus tanum

"By knowing the auspicious Supreme Personality of Godhead, who is attained
only by love, who is not material, who is the creator and destroyer of the worlds,
and who is the creator of time, the individual souls become free from having to



accept another material body."

In Srimad-Bhagavatam it is said:

kvacid rudanty acyuta-cintaya kvacid
dhasanti nandanti vadanty alaukikah

nrtyanti gayanty anusilayanty ajarm
bhavanti tasnirh param etya nirvrtah

"Having achieved love of Godhead, the devotees sometimes cry out loud,
absorbed in thought of the infallible Lord. Sometimes they laugh, feel great
pleasure, speak out loud to the Lord, dance, or sing. Such devotees, having
transcended material conditioned life, sometimes imitate the unborn Supreme by
acting out His pastimes. And sometimes, achieving His personal audience, they
remain peaceful and silent."***

In Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Madhya 23.12) it is said:

asakti haite citte janme krsne prity-ankura

"From that attachment the seed of love for Krsna grows in the heart."*

In the words of some Vaisnavas it is said:

parivadatu jano yatha tathayam

nanu mukharo na vayam vicarayamah
hari-rasa-madira-madati-matto

bhuvi viluthama natama nirvisamah

"The talkative people will rebuke us. Is it not? we do not care. We will drink
the liquor of love for Lord Hari. We will become completely intoxicated. We will
roll about on the ground. We will dance. We will experience ecstasy."

Srila Kaviratna explains:

jatu prarthayate na parthiva-padarh naindra-pade modate
sandhate na ca yoga-siddhi-sudhiyamh moksar na cakanksati

kalindi-vana-simani sthira-tadin-megha-dyutau kevalarm
suddhe brahmani ballavi bhuja-lata-bandhe mano dhavati



"My mind never prays for the post of an earthly king. The post of King Indra
does not appeal to it. It does not like the yogic perfections. It does not yearn after
liberation. It only runs after the pure Supreme Brahman, who, bound by the
creeper of a gopl's arm, appears like a dark rain cloud and a stationary flash of
lightning in the forest by the Yamuna's shore."

Srila Sridhara Svami explains:

tvat-kathamrta-pathodhau
viharanto maha-mudah

kurvanti krtinah kecic
catur-vargam trnopamah

"O Lord, the saintly devotees, who happily play in the nectar ocean of the
narration of Your glories, consider the four purusarthas (material piety, economic
development, sense gratification, and liberation) to be as insignificant as a blade of
grass."

Srila Govinda Misra explains:

Sravane mathura nayane mathura
vadane mathura hrdaye mathura

purato mathura parato mathura
madhura madhura mathura mathura

"Mathura is in my ears. Mathura is in my eyes. Mathura is in my voice. Mathura
is in my heart. Mathura is before me. Mathura is behind me. Mathura is sweet.
Mathura is sweet."

Srila Riipa Gosvami (Sri Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu 1.3.25-26) explains:

ksantir avyartha-kalatvarm
viraktir mana-Sunyata

asa-bandhah samutkantha
nama-gane sada rucih

asaktis tad-gunakhyane
pritis tad-vasati-sthale

ity adayo 'nubhavah syur
jata-bhavankure jane

"When the seed of ecstatic emotion for Krsna fructifies, the following nine



symptoms manifest in one's behavior: forgiveness, concern that time should not be
wasted, detachment, absence of false prestige, hope, eagerness, a taste for chanting
the holy name of the Lord, attachment to descriptions of the transcendental
qualities of the Lord, and affection for those places where the Lord resides-- that is,
a temple or a holy place like Vrndavana. These are called "anubhava', subordinate
signs of ecstatic emotion. They are visible in a person in whose heart the seed of
love of God has begun to fructify."*

Part Three

Prayojana-tattva-nirtipana
Description of the Final Goal
Chapter One

Prayojana-nirnaya-prakarana
What Is the Final Goal

Stutra 80
avidya-kalpita-jada-viseso na prayojanam
avidya - ignorance; kalpita - considered; jada - the inert material world; visesah

- specific; na - not; prayojanam - the goal.

The dull material world, which is made of ignorance, is the not the final goal.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Chandogya Upanisad (7.24.2) it is said:

go asvam iha mahimety acaksate hasti-hiranyam dasa-bharyam ksetranyayatananiti
naham eva bravimi hovacanyo hy asmin pratisthita iti.



"People say that wealth is the possession of many cows, horses, elephants, gold,
servants, wives, fields, and houses. I do not say these things are wealth. Wealth is
something else."

In Srimad—Bhégavatam (2.1.39) it is said:
sa sarva-dhi-vrtty-anubhiita-sarva-
atma yatha svapna janeksitaikah

tarh satyam ananda-nidhim bhajeta
nanyatra sajjed yata atma-patah

"One should concentrate his mind upon the Supreme Personality of Godhead,
who alone distributes Himself in so many manifestations just as ordinary persons
create thousands of manifestations in dreams. One must concentrate the mind on
Him, the only all-blissful Absolute Truth. Otherwise one will be misled and will
cause one's own degradation."*

Srila Jiva Gosvami explains:
atha jivas tadiyapi taj-jnana-sarhsargabhava-yuktatvena tan-maya-parabhatah sann

atma-svarapa-jiana-lopan maya-kalpitopadhyavesac ca anadi-sarmsara-duhkhena
sambadhyate.

"The conditioned soul is overpowered by the illusory potency maya. He forgets
his original spiritual identity, accepts the illusions maya places before him, and
thus suffers in a world of repeated birth and death that seems to have no
beginning."

Stutra 81

napi nirvisesah

na - not; api - also; nirvisesah - that which has no variety.

Varietyless impersonal liberation is not the final goal either.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Chandogya Upanisad it is said:



amusmad akasat samutthaya parar jyoti-riupam sampadya svena
rapenabhinispadyate.

"Then the soul transcends that effulgent sky and approaches the effulgent form
of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Then the soul again manifests his original
spiritual form."

In the Svetasvatara Upanisad (6.15) it is said:

tam eva viditvati mrtyum eti

"They who know the Supreme Personality of Godhead cross beyond death."

In Srimad-Bhagavatam it is said:

duravagamatma-tattva-nigamaya tavatta-tanos
carita-mahamrtabdhi-parivartar parisramanah

na parilasanti kecid apavargam apisvara te
carana-saroja-harnsa-kala-sanga-visrsta-grhah

"O Supreme Lord, the great souls do not yearn to attain impersonal liberation.
They taste the nectar ocean of Your transcendental pastimes. They are like cooing
swans playing at the lotus flower of Your feet."

Srila Gauda Parnananda explains:

tat-padarthah prakata-paramananda-parnamrtabdhis
tvarh-Sabdartho bhava-bhaya-bhara-vragra-citto 'ti-duhkhi

tasmad aikyarm na bhavati tayor bhinnayor vastu-gatya
bhedah sevyah sa khalu jagatar tvarh hi dasas tadiyah

"The word “tat' means "the Supreme Personality of Godhead, who is a nectar
ocean of transcendental bliss'. The word “tvam' means "the individual spirit soul
who suffers greatly and whose heart trembles in fear of a host of material troubles'.
These two are not one. They are different. That is the truth. The Supreme
Personality of Godhead is He who should be served by all the worlds. You are His
servant.

yasmin utpatti-mayat tri-bhuvana-sahitar candra-saryadi sarvam



yasmin nasantam aste vrajati vilayam sva-sva-kalena yasmin
vedair brahmapi vakturh prabhavati na kada yarm gunatitam isarn
so 'harh vakyam tu kasmad upadisasi guror manda-bhagyaya mahyam

"the Supreme Personality of Godhead is the creator of everything, including the
three worlds, the sun, the moon, and everything else. He is never agitated or
unhappy. In time the entire material world enters into Him. Even the demigod
Brahma and all the Vedas have not the power to describe all His glories. He is the
supreme controller and He is beyond the touch of the modes of material nature.
Why do you repeat to me that slogan “so 'ham' (I am the Supreme)? Why do you
wish to turn me into an unfortunate wretch?

Sutra 82

paramarthe tasya na prayojanatvarh kintu kvacid abhidheyatvam

parama - supreme; arthe - for th goal; tasya - of that; na - not; prayojanatvam -
need; kintu - however; kvacit - sometimes; abhidheyatvam - to be named.

Although realization of the impersonal aspect of the Supreme is not the final
goal, it is sometimes a useful intermediary stage.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

That the realization of the impersonal aspect of the Supreme is sometimes
useful at a certain stage of spiritual development is seen in the following scriptural
passages beginning with these words of the 1sa Upanisad (7):

yasmin sarvani bhutany
atmaivabhud vijanatah

tatra ko mohah kah soka
ekatvam anupasyatah

"One who always sees all living entities as spiritual sparks, in quality one with
the Lord, becomes a true knower of things. What, then, can be illusion or anxiety
for him?"*

In the Chandogya Upanisad it is said:

tat tvam asi $vetaketo



"O Svetaketu, you are the same."

In the Gopala-tapani Upanisad it is said:

so 'ham ity avadharyatmanar gopalo 'ham iti bhavayet

"One should think: In quality I am one with Lord Gopala."

In the Nrsirh6ha-tapani Upanisad it is said:

pare brahmani paryavasito bhavet.

"Then one enters into the Supreme."

That realization of the impersonal aspect of the Supreme is not essential and
may be neglected entirely is seen in the following scriptural passages beginning
with these words of Srimad-Bhagavatam (10.14.3):

jhane prayasam udapasya namanta eva
jivanti sanmukharitarh bhavadiya-vartam
sthane sthitam $ruti-gatarn tanu-van-manobhir
ye prayaso 'jita-jito 'py asi tais trilokyam

"O My Lord Krsna, a devotee who abandons the path of empiric philosophical
speculation aimed at merging in the existence of the Supreme and engages himself
in hearing Your glories and activities from a bona fide sadhu, or saint, and who
lives an honest life in the occupational engagement of his social life, can conquer
Your sympathy and mercy, even though You are ajita, or unconquerable."*

Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu (Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya 6.175) explains:

tat tvam asi jiva hetu pradesika vakya
pranava na mani' tare kahe maha-vakya

"The subsidiary vibration “tat tvam asi' (you are the same) is meant for the
understanding of the living entity, but the principal vibration is Ornkara. Not
caring for Orhkara, Sankaracarya has stressed the vibration “tat tvam asi'."*



Stutra 83

tat tu sarvatra na praéastam

tat - that; tu - but; sarvatra - everywhere; na - not; prasastam - recommended.

But the intermediate stage of impersonalism is not always recommended.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the I8a Upanisad (12) it is said:

andharh tamah pravisanti
ye 'vidyam upasate
tato bhuya iva te tamo
ya u vidyayar ratah

"Those who are engaged in the worship of demigods enter into the darkest
region of ignorance, and still more so do the worshipers of the impersonal
Absolute."*

In Srimad-Bhagavatam (10.14.4) it is said:

Sreyah srtih bhaktim udasya te vibho
klisyanti ye kevala-bodha-labdhaye
tesam asau klesala eva Sisyate
nanyad yatha sthula-tusavaghatinam

"My dear Lord, devotional service unto You is the only auspicious path. If one
gives it up simply for speculative knowledge or the understanding that these living
beings are spirit souls and the material world is false, he undergoes a great deal of
trouble. He only gains troublesome and inauspicious activities. His endeavors are
like beating a husk that is already devoid of rice. One's labor becomes fruitless."*

In Srimad-Bhagavatam (10.2.32) it is also said:
ye 'nye 'ravindaksa-vimukti-maninas

tvayy asta-bhavad avisuddha-buddhayah
aruhya krcchrena param padam tatah



patanty adho 'nadrta-yusmad-anghrayah

"O lotus-eyed Lord, although non-devotees who accept severe austerities and
penances to achieve the highest position may think themselves liberated, their
intelligence is impure. They fall down from their position of imagined superiority
because they have no regard for Your lotus feet."*

In Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Madhya 22.29) it is said:

jhani jivan-mukta dasa painu kari' mane

vastutah buddhi suddha nahe krsna-bhakti vine

"There are many philosophical speculators (jiianis) belonging to the Mayavada
school who consider themselves liberated and call themselves Narayana. However,
their intelligence is not purified unless they engage in Krsna's devotional service."*

Sutra 84

cid-visesa eva prayojanah

cit - spiritual; visesah - variety; eva - indeed; prayojanah - the final goal.

The state of spiritual variety is the final stage of spiritual advancement.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Chandogya Upanisad (8.1.2-3) it is said:

brayad yavan va ayam akasas tavan eso 'ntar hrdaya akasa ubhe 'smin dyava-prthivi
antar eva mamahite ubhav agnis ca vayus ca siirya-candramasav ubhau vidyun
naksatrani yac casyehasti yac ca nasti sarvarm tad asmin samahitam iti.

"The Supreme Personality of Godhead, who resides in the spiritual sky, and the
individual spiritual soul, who resides in the sky of the heart, may both move
among the spiritual and material worlds. They both may enter Agniloka, Vayuloka,
the sun, the moon, the stars, and the lightning. They may enter the spiritual world,
which is real, and the material world, which is not an eternal reality."

In Sri Brahma-sarmhita (5.29) it is said:



cintamani-prakara-sadmasu kalpa-vrksa-
laksavrtesu surabhir abhipalayantam

laksmi-sahasra-sata-sambhrama-sevyamanam
govindam adi-purusarh tam aharh bhajami

"I worship Govinda, the primeval Lord, the first progenitor, who is tending the
cows yielding all desire, in abodes built with spiritual gems, surrounded by
millions of purpose trees, and always served with great reverence and affection by
hundreds of thousands of laksmis, or gopis."***

In Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Madhya 20.155) it is said:

svayarh bhagavan krsna govinda para nama
sarvaisvarya purna yanra goloka nitya dhama

"The original Supreme Personality of Godhead is Krsna. His original name is
Govinda. He is full of all opulences, and His eternal abode is known as Goloka
Vrndavana."*

Chapter Two
Sthayi-bhava-prakarana
Fervent or Continuous Ecstasy

Sttra 85

visista-bhavo hi ratih

visista - exalted; bhavah - love; hi - indeed; ratih - rati.

When spiritual love increases it reaches the stage called "rati'.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Chandogya Upanisad it is said:



atmaivedarn sarvam iti sa va esa evarh pasyann evar manvan evam vijanan atma-
ratim atma-krida atma-mithuna atmanandah sa svarad bhavati tasya sarvesu kama-
caro bhavati.

"The Supreme Personality of Godhead is everything. One who sees Him,
glorifies Him, and understands Him, attains spiritual love (rati), enjoys spiritual
pastimes, becomes the Lord's personal associate, is filled with spiritual bliss, is
independent, and can go wherever he likes."

In the Bhagavad-gita (3.17), Lord Krsna explains:

yas tv atma-ratir eva syat
atma-trptas ca manavah

atmany eva ca santustas
tasya karyam na vidyate

"But for one who takes pleasure (rati) in the self, whose human life is one of
self realization, and who is satisfied in the self one, fully satiated, for him there is
no duty."*

In the Agni Purana it is said:

abhimanad ratih sa ca
pariposam upeyusi

vyabhicaradi samanyat
srngara iti glyate

"When spiritual love increases it becomes rati. Rati arouses the mellows of
conjugal love for Lord Krsna."

Srila Ripa Gosvami (Sri Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu, 1.3.1 and 4) explains:

suddha-sattva-visesatma
prema-staryarmsu-samya-bhak
rucibhis citta-masrnya-
krd asau bhava ucyate

"When devotional service is situated on the transcendental platform of pure
goodness it is like a ray of the sunlight of love for Krsna. At such a time devotional
service causes the heart to be softened by various tastes, and it is called "bhava'



(emotion)."*

avirbhtiya mano-vrttau
vrajantl tat-svarapatam

svayam-prakasa-rapapi
bhasamana prakasya-vat

"At that time Lord Krsna reveals His splendid original form, manifested in the
devotee's meditation."

Sttra 86

ullasamayitara-raga-sanya ratih pritih

ullasamay1 - splendid and blissful; itara - other; raga - passion; sunya - without;
ratih - rati; pritih - priti.

When rati becomes especially splendid and blissful, and when it is

passionately directed to Lord Krsna alone, it becomes priti.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Taittiriya Upanisad (3.6.1) it is said:

anando brahmeti vyajanat. anandad dhy eva khalv imani bhatani jayante.
anandena jatani jivanti. anandarh prayanty abhisamvisanti.

"Then he understood that the Supreme is bliss. From the blissful Supreme
everything is born. By the power of the blissful Supreme everything lives.
Everything enters the blissful Supreme."

In the Visnu Purana it is said:

natha yoni-sahasresu
yesu yesu vrajamy aham
tesu tesv acyuta bhaktir
acyute 'stu sada tvayi



"O Lord, I pray that wherever I go for my next thousand births I may always
have unalloyed love for You, the infallible Supreme Personality of Godhead.

ya pritir avivekanarm
visayesv anapayini

tvam anusmaratah sa me
hrdayan napasarpatu

"O Lord, I pray that I may always remember You. I pray that the love that fools
feel for material objects I may feel for You. I pray that love will never leave my
heart."

In Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Madhya 23.13) it is said:

sei bhava gadha haile dhare prema nama
sei prema prayojana sarvananda dhama

"When that ecstatic emotional stage intensifies, it is called love of Godhead.
Such love is life's ultimate goal and the reservoir of all pleasure."*

Sttra 87

drdha-mamatatisayatmika pritih prema

drdha - firm; mamata - possessiveness; atisaya - great; atmika - of the self; pritih
- priti; prema - love.

When it is very intense, and when the lover becomes very possessive of the

beloved, priti becomes prema.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Katha Upanisad (1.2.23) it is said:

nayam atma pravacanena labhyo
na medhaya na bahuna srutena
yam evaisa vrnute tena labhyas
tasyaisa atma vivrnute tanur svam



"The Supreme Lord is not attained by expert explanations, by vast intelligence,
nor even by much hearing. He is attained only by one who He Himself chooses. To
such a person He manifests His own form."*

In the Gopala-tapani Upanisad it is said:

etad visnoh paramarn padarm ye
nitya-yuktah samyujante na kamattesam asau gopa-rupah
prakasayet atma-padarh tadaiva

"Free from material desires, the sages always strive to attain Lord Visnu's
supreme abode. Lord Visnu, in His original form as a cowherd boy, appears before
them and shows them His own abode."

In Sri Narada-paficaratra it is said:

ananya-mamata visnau
mamata prema-sangata

bhaktir ity ucyate bhisma-
prahladoddhava-naradaih

"When one develops an unflinching sense of ownership or possessiveness in
relation to Lord Visnu, or, in other words, when one thinks Visnu and no one else
to be the only object of love, such an awakening is called bhakti (devotion) by
exalted persons like Bhisma, Prhalada, Uddhava, and Narada."*

Srila Riipa Gosvami (Sri Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu 1.4.1) explains:

samyan masrnita-svanto
mamatvatisayankitah

bhavah sa eva sandratma
budhaih prema nigadyate

"When the heart is completely softened and devoid of all material desires and
when one's emotional feelings become very strong, one becomes very much
attached to Krsna. Such purified emotion is known as pure love."*

Stitra 88



visSrambhatma-prema pranayah

visSrambha - intimate and confident; atma - of the self; prema - prema; pranayah
- pranaya.

When the love becomes intimate and lover confident of his position, prema

becomes pranaya.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Taittiriya Upanisad (2.7.2) it is said:

yada hy evaisa etasminn adrsSye 'natmye 'nirukte 'nilayane 'bhayam pratistharn
vindate. atha so 'bhayam gato bhavati.

"Taking shelter of the Supreme, who is invisible to material eyes, not a material
person, indescribable by material words, and without a material home, the living
entity becomes fearless. He becomes fearless."

In Srimad-Bhagavatam (10.18.24) it is said:
uvaha krsno bhagavan

sridamanar parajitah

"Defeated, Lord Krsna carried Sridama."

Srila Riipa Gosvami (Sri Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu 3.3.108) explains:
praptayarn sambhramadinarn

yogyatayam api sphutam

tad-gandhenapy asarhsprsta
ratih pranaya ucyate

"When there is full knowledge of Krsna's superiority and yet in dealings with
Him on friendly terms respectfulness is completely absent, that stage is called
affection."*

Sutra 89



kautilyabhasatmaka-bhava-vaicitranuguna-pranayo manah
kautilya - of crookedness; abhasa - with the reflection; atmaka - of the self;

bhava - love; vaicitra - wonder; anuguna - favorable; pranayah - pranaya; manah -
mana.

When the dim reflection of crookedness is present, and when the love is both
wonderful and pleasing, pranaya becomes mana, (jealous anger).

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Taittiriya Upanisad (3.10.4) it is said:
tan-mana ity upasita. manavan bhavati.

"One should worship Him as the supreme mind. Filled with jealous anger, one
may worship Him."

In Srimad-Bhagavatam it is said:

kvacid bhra-kutim abadhya
prema-samrambha-vihvalah

"Sometimes there would be knitting of the eyebrows. They were overcome with
feelings of love."

Srila Ripa Gosvami (Sri Ujjvala-nilamani, Srngara-bheda-kathana, 102)
explains:

aher iva gatih premnah
svabhava-kutilabhavat

ato hetor aheto$ ca
yunor mana udancati

"The progress of loving affairs between young couples is like the movement of a
snake. On account of this two types of anger arise between young couples: anger
with cause and anger without cause."*



Suatra 90

ceto-dravatisayatmaka-premaiva snehah
cetah - of the heart; drava - melting; atisaya - great; atmaka - of the self; prema -
prema; eva - indeed; snehah - sneha.
When the heart melts, prema becomes sneha.
Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura
In the Brhad-aranyaka Upanisad (1.4.8) it is said:
tad etat preyah putrat preyo vittat preyo 'nyasmad anantarataram yad ayam atma.
"The Supreme Personality of Godhead is more dear than sons, more dear than
wealth, more dear than anything."
In Srimad-Bhagavatam it is said:
viksyantah sneha-sambandha
vicelus tatra tatra ha
nyarundhann udgalad-baspar
autkanthad devaki-sute

niryaty agaran no bhadrarm
iti syad bandhava-striyah

"Gazing, they were overcome with love. They went here and there. Eager to see
Devaki's son, the women ran from their rooms."

In Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Madhya 3.143-144) it is said:

kandiya kahena saci bachare nimani
visvariipa sama na kariha nithurai

"Understanding that Lord Caitanya had accepted the renounced order of life,
Sacimata, crying, said to the Lord, "My darling Nimai, do not be cruel like

Visvartpa, Your elder brother'."*



sannyasi haiya more na dila darasan
tumi taiche haile mora haibe maran

"Mother Saci continued: "After accepting the renounced order Visvariipa never
again gave me audience. If You do like Him, that will certainly be the death of
me. n%

Sttra 91

abhilasatmaka-sneha eva ragah

abhilasa - desire; atmaka - of the self; sneha - sneha; eva - indeed; ragah - raga.

When the lover's desires are strong, sneha becomes raga.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Brhad-aranyaka Upanisad (it is said:

atmanam ced vijaniyad ayam astiti purusah. kim icchan kasya kamaya sariram
anusancaret.

"If a person knows the Supreme Personality of Godhead and says, "Here is the
Supreme Personality of Godhead", why would he desire to cling to this material
body?"

In Srimad-Bhagavatam (1.8.25) Queen Kunti tells Lord Krsna:

vipadah santu tah sasvat
tatra tatra jagad-guro

bhavato darsanar yat syad
apunar-bhava-darsanam

"I wish that all those calamities may happen again and again so that we could

see You again and again, for seeing You means that we will no longer see repeated
births and deaths."*



In Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (3.143-145) it is said:

nilacale navadvipe yena dui ghara
loka gatagati varta paba nirantara

"Since Jagannatha Puri and Navadvipa are intimately related, as if they were
two rooms in the same house, people from Navadvipa generally go to Jagannatha
Puri, and those from Jagannatha Purl go to Navadvipa. This going and coming will
help carry news of Lord Caitanya. In this way I will be able to get news of Him.*

tumi saba karite para gamanagamana
ganga-snane kabhu habe tanra agamana

"All you devotees will be able to come and go, and sometimes He may also
come to take His bath in the Ganges.*

apanara duhkha sukha tahan nahi gani
tara yei sukha taha nija sukha mani

"I do not care for my personal happiness or unhappiness, but only for His
happiness. Indeed, I accept His happiness as my happiness."*

Sttra 92

rago nuksanam visayasrayayor navinatvarn sampadayann anuragah
ragah - lobe; anuksanam - at every moment; visaya - of the object; asrayayoh -

of the shelter; navinatvam - newness; sampadayann - establishing; anuragah -
anuraga.

When the feelings between the lover and beloved are newer and newer at
every moment, raga becomes anuraga.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Taittiriya Upanisad it is said:



etam anandamayam atmanam upasankramya imal lokan kamasi kama-rapy
anusafcarann etat samagayann aste. habu habu habu.

"The sage always yearns to leave this material world and approach the blissful
Supreme Personality of Godhead."

In Srimad-Bhagavatam it is said:

yadyapy asau parsva-gato raho gatas
tathapi tasyanghri-yugarn navarnh navam
pade pade ka virameta tat-pada
calapi yarh $rir na jahati karhicit

"Although again and again we meet Him in a secluded place, His feet are always
filled with newer and newer bliss. What woman could leave His feet? Even the
goddess of fortune never leaves His feet."

Srila Vasudeva Ghosa explains:

na janiya na suniya priti karilama go
pariname para-mada dekhi

asadha sravana mase ghana deya barikhaye
emati jharaya duti ankhi

hera je amare dekha manusa akara go
manera anale ami pudi

jvalanta anale jena pudiya raiyachigo
pakaliya patera danri

andhuya purakhe jena dina hina mina hena
nisvasa chadite nahi thani

basudeva ghosa kahe dakati pirita go
tile tile bandhure harai

Suatra 93
asamordhva-camatkarenonmadanarn maha-bhavah

a - without; sama - equal; Grdhva - or superior; camatkarena - with wonder;
unmadanam - intoxication; maha-bhavah - maha-bhava.



When it is intoxicated with wonders that have no equal or superior, anuraga
becomes maha-bhava.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Mundaka Upanisad (3.2.8) it is said:

yatha nadyah syandamanah samudre
'starh gacchanti nama-rape vihaya

tatha vidvan nama-rapad vimuktah
parat pararh purusam upaiti divyam.

"As flowing rivers abandon their names and forms and enter the great ocean, so
the enlightened soul abandons his material name and form and meets the effulgent
Supreme Personality of Godhead."

In Srimad-Bhagavatam (10.19.16) it is said:

gopinarh paramananda
asid govinda-darsane

ksanam yuga-$atam iva
yasam yena vina bhavet

"Gazing at Lord Krsna, the gopis became filled with bliss. A moment without
Him seemed like a hundred yugas."
Srila Riipa Gosvami explains:
iyam eva ratih praudha
maha-bhava-dasam vrajet

ya mrgyasya vimuktanarh
bhaktanarm ca variyasam

"Among the most exalted of liberated souls love for Lord Krsna becomes
intensified to the stage known as maha-bhava."

Chapter Three



Rasa-prakarana
The Rasas

Sutra 94

samagri-paripusta ratir eva rasah

samagri - by the ingredients; paripusta - nourished; ratih - rati; eva - indeed,
rasah - rasa.

When it is nourished by various samagris (ingredients), rati becomes rasa

(nectar mellows).

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura
In the Taittiriya Upanisad (2.7.1) it is said:
raso vai sah. rasamh hy evayam labdhvanandi bhavati.
"When one understands the Personality of God, the reservoir of pleasure,
Krsna, he actually becomes transcendentally blissful."*
In the Agni Purana it is said:
na bhava-hino 'sti raso
na bhavo rasa-varjitah

bhavayanti rasan ebhir
bhavyante ca rasa iti

"There is no nectar (rasa) that is empty of love, and there is no love that is
empty of nectar. Love creates nectar. Nectar creates love."

Srila Bharata Muni explains:

Saktir asti vibhavadeh
kapi sadharani krtau
pramata tad-abhedena
svayarh yaya pratipadyate



"Ecstatic love creates nectar (rasa). That is the proof that love and nectar are
not different."

In Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Madhya 19.180-182) it is said:

ei saba krsna bhakti rasa sthayi bhava
sthayi bhave mile yadi vibhavanubhava

"All these stages combined are called “sthayi-bhava', or continuous love of
Godhead in devotional service. In addition to these stages there are “vibhava' and
“anubhava'.*

sattvika vyabhicari bhavera milane
krsna-bhakti-rasa haya amrta asvadane

"When the higher standard of ecstatic love is mixed with the symptoms of
“sattvika' and “vyabhicari', the devotee relishes the bliss of loving Krsna in a variety
of nectarean tastes.*

yaiche dadhi sita ghrta marica karpura
milane rasala haya amrta madhura

"These tastes are like a combination of yogurt, sugar candy, ghee (clarified
butter), black pepper, and camphor and are as palatable as sweet nectar."*

Sitra 95
sa ca panca-vidho mukhyah sapta-vidho gaunah
sah - that; ca - and; panca - five; vidhah - kinds; mukhyah - primary; sapta -

seven; vidhah - kinds; gaunah - secondary.

The primary rasas are five, and the secondary rasas are seven.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Brhad-aranyaka Upanisad (4.4.17) it is said:



yasmin panca-pancajana
akasas ca pratisthitah

tam eva manye atmanari
vidvan brahmamrto 'mrtam

"A wise man understands the Supreme Personality of Godhead, who is
worshiped by the devotees in the five rasas. Understanding Him, the wise man
becomes immortal. He attains the nectar of transcendental bliss."

In the Varaha Purana it is said:
putra-bhratr-sakhitvena

svamitvena yato harih

bahudha giyate vedair
jlyarhsas tasya te na tu

"In many ways the Vedas glorify Lord Hari, who is loved as the devotee's son,
brother, friend, master, and husband."
In Sri Caitanya-caritamrta it is said:

rati-bhede krsna-bhakti-rase panca bheda

"The transcendental mellows derived from devotional service are also of five
varieties."*

Suatra 96

santa-rasah

santa - peaceful; rasah - rasa.

The first rasa is $anta-rasa (neutrality).

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Chandogya Upanisad (3.14.1) it is said:



sarvarn khalv idarh brahma taj-jalan iti santa upasita.

"Saying, "The Supreme is everything', the devotee in santa-rasa worships the
Lord."

In Srimad-Bhagavatam it is said:
rsayo vata-rasana

$ramana ardhva-manthinah

brahmakhyarm dhama te yanti
santah sannyasino 'malah

"The peaceful, pure-hearted, celibate sages go to the spiritual world, the abode
of the Supreme Personality of Godhead."
In Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Madhya 19.189) it is said:

santa bhakta nava yogendra sanakadi ara

"Examples of santa-bhaktas are the nine Yogendras and the four Kumaras."*

In Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Madhya 23.54) it is said:
santa-rase $anti rati prema paryanta haya

"The position of neutrality increases up to the point where one can appreciate
love of Godhead."*

In Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Madhya 19.211) it is said:
santa-rase svarapa buddhye krsnaika nisthata

"When one is fully attached to Krsna's lotus feet, one attains the Samata

stage."*

In Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Madhya 19.215) it is said:



krsna nistha trsna tyaga $antera dui gune
"A person situated on the santa-rasa platform manifests the two transcendental
qualities of detachment from all material desire and full attachment to Krsna."*

In Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Madhya 19.217-218) it is said:

ei dui guna vyape sarva bhakta-jnae
akasera sabda guna yena bhuta-gane

"These two qualities of the santa stage spread through the lives of all devotees.
They are like the quality of sound in the sky. Sound vibration is found in all
material elements.*

santera svabhava krsne mamata gandha hina
param brahma paramatma jiana pravina

"It is the nature of $anta-rasa that not even the smallest intimacy exists. Rather,
knowledge of impersonal Brahman and localized Paramatma is prominent."*

Sttra 97

dasya-rasah

dasya-rasah - servitorship.

The next rasa is dasya-rasa (servitorship).

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Agnivesma-sruti it is said:

amso hy esa parasya bhinnam hy ena madhiyire. brahma-dasa brahma-kitava iti.

"The individual spirit souls are part and parcel of the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, but still they are different from Him. They are all His servants."



In Srimad-Bhagavatam (11.29.4) it is said:

kim citram acyuta tavaitad asesa-bandho
dasesv ananya-$aranesu yad atma-sattvarm

yo rocayet saha mrgaih svayam i$varanarm
srimat-kirita-tata-pidita-pada-pithah

"My dear infallible Lord, it is not very astonishing that You intimately approach
Your servants who have taken exclusive shelter of You. After all, during Your
appearance as Lord Ramacandra, even while great demigods like Lord Brahma
were vying to place the effulgent tips of their helmets upon the cushion where
Your lotus feet rested, You displayed special affection for monkeys such as
Hanuman because they had taken exclusive shelter of You."***

In Srimad-Bhagavatam (11.6.46) it is also said:
tvayopayukta-srag-gandha-
vaso-'lankara-carcitah

uccistha-bhogino dasas
tava mayarh jayema hi

"My dear Lord, the garlands, scented substances, garments, ornaments, and
other such things that have been offered to You may later be used by Your
servants. By partaking of these things and eating the remnants of food You have
left, we will be able to conquer the illusory energy."*

In Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Madhya 19.189) it is said:
dasya-bhava-bhakta sarvatra sevaka apara

"Examples of devotees in dasya-bhakti are innumerable, for such devotees exist
everywhere."*

In Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Madhya 19.219-220) it is said:

kevala svartipa jiana haya santa-rase
purnaisvarya prabhura jiana adhika haya dasye

"On the platform of santa-rasa one only realizes his constitutional position.



However, when one is raised to the platform of dasya-rasa, he better understands
the full opulence of the Supreme Personality of Godhead.*

iSvara jiana sambhrama gaurava pracura

"On the dasya-rasa platform knowledge of the Supreme Personality of Godhead
is revealed with awe and veneration."*

In Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Madhya 19.221) it is said:
santera guna dasya ache adhika sevana

"The qualities of santa-rasa are also present in dasya-rasa, but service is
added."*

In Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Madhya 23.54) it is said:

dasye rati raga paryanta krameta badaya

"The mellow of servitorship gradually increases to the point of spontaneous
love of Godhead."*

Stitra 98

sakhya-rasah

sakhya-rasah - friendship.

The next rasa is sakhya-rasa (friendship).

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Mundaka Upanisad (3.1.1) it is said:

dva suparna sayuja sakhaya
samanarh vrksar parisasvajate



"The individual spirit soul and the Supersoul, Supreme Personality of Godhead,
are like two friendly birds sitting on the same tree."*

In Srimad—Bhégavatam (13.5-6) it is said:

aho 'ti-ramyarn pulinam vayasyah
sva-keli-sampan-mrdulac ca balukam

sphutar saro-gandha-hrtani patrika-
dhvani-pratidhvani-lasad-druma-kulam

"My dear friends, just see how this riverbank is extremely beautiful because of
its pleasing atmosphere. And just see how the blooming lotuses are attracting bees
and birds by their aroma. The humming and chirping of the bees and birds is
echoing throughout the beautiful trees in the forest. Also, here the sands are clean
and soft. Therefore this must be considered the best place for our sporting and
pastimes.*

atra bhoktavyam asmabhir
divaradham ksudharditah

vatsah samipe 'pah pitva
carantu $anakais trnam

"I think we should take our lunch here, since we are already hungry because
the time is very late. Here the calves may drink water and go slowly here and there
and eat the grass."*

In the Valmiki Ramayana it is said:
so 'harh priya-sakharh ramarh
Sayanarh saha sitaya

raksisyami dhanus-panih
sarvatha jnatibhih saha

"I am the dear friend of Rama. When He sleeps with Sita by His side, I will
guard Him. I will stand there, surrounded by my kinsmen, and a bow in my hand."

In Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Madhya 19.190) it is said:

sakhya bhakta sridamadi pure bhimarjuna



"In Vrndavana examples of devotees in fraternity are Sridama and Sudama. In
Dvaraka the Lord's friends are Bhima and Arjuna."*

In Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Madhya 19.222-223) it is said:

santera guna dasyera sevana sakhye dui haya
dasyera sambhrama gaurava sakhye visvasa maya

"The qualities of santa-rasa and the service of dasya-rasa are both present on the
platform of sakhya-rasa. On the platform of fraternity the qualities of dasya-rasa
are mixed with the confidence of fraternity instead of awe and veneration."*

kandhe cade kandhe cadaya kare krida-rana
krsna seve krsne karaya apana sevana

"On the sakhya-rasa platform the devotee sometimes offers the Lord service and
sometimes makes Krsna serve Him in exchange. In their mock-fighting the
cowherd boys would sometimes climb on Krsna's shoulders and sometimes they
would make Krsna climb on their shoulders."*

In Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Madhya 23.55) it is said:

sakhya vatsalya rati paya anuraga sima
subaladyera bhava paryanta premera mahima

"After the mellows of servitorship there are the mellows of friendship and
paternal love, which increase to subordinate spontaneous love. The greatness of
the love found in friends like Subala extends to the standard of ecstatic love of
Godhead."*

Suatra 99

vatsalya-rasah

vatsalya-rasah - parental love.

The next rasa is vatsalya-rasa (parental love).



Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Parasrayayana-sruti it is said:

armso hy esa parasya yo 'yarh puman utpadyate ca mriyate ca nana hy esarm
vyapadisati piteti putreti bhrateti ca sakheti ceti.

"The living entity who is born and dies in this world is in truth a part and
parcel of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. He can be the Supreme Lord's
father, son, brother, or friend."

In Srimad-Bhagavatam (10.13.22) it is said:

tan-mataro venu-rava-tvarotthita
utthapya dorbhih parirabhya nirbharam
sneha-snuta-stanya-payah-sudhasavam
matva paramh brahma sutan apayayan

"The mothers of the boys, upon hearing the sounds of the flutes and bugles
being played by their sons, immediately rose from their household tasks, lifted
their boys onto their laps, embraced them with both arms, and began to feed them
with their breast milk, which flowed forth with extreme love specifically for Krsna.
Actually Krsna is everything, but at that time, expressing extreme love and
affection, they took special pleasure in feeding Krsna, the Parabrahman, and Krsna
drank the milk from His respective mothers as if it were a nectarean beverage."*

In Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Madhya 19.190) it is said:

vatsalya bhakta pita mata yata guru jana

"In Vrndavana the devotees in parental love are mother Yasoda and father
Nanda Maharaja, and in Dvaraka the Lord's parents are Vasudeva and Devaki.
There are also other superior persons who are devotees in parental love."*

In Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Madhya 19.226-228) it is said:

vatsalye santera guna dasyera sevana
sei sei sevanera inha nama palana



"On the platform of parental love the qualities of $anta-rasa, dasya-rasa, and
sakhya-rasa are transformed into a form of service called maintenance.*

sakhyera guna asankoca agaurava ara
mamatadhikye tadana bhartsana vyavahara

"The essence of fraternal love is intimacy devoid of the formality and
veneration found in the dasya-rasa. Due to a greater sense of intimacy, the devotee
functioning in paternal love chastises and rebukes the Lord in an ordinary way.*

apanare palaka jhane krsna palya jiana
cari gune vatsalya rasa amrta samana

"On the platform of paternal love, the devotee considers himself the Lord's
maintainer. Thus the Lord is an object of maintenance, like a son, and therefore
this mellow is full of the four qualities of santa-rasa, dasya-rasa, fraternity, and
parental love. This is more transcendental nectar."*

Satra 100

madhura-rasah

madhura-rasah - conjugal love.

The next rasa is madhura-rasa (conjugal love).

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Brhad-aranyaka Upanisad it is said:

tad yatha priyaya striya samparisvakto na bahyarh kimm ca na veda nantaram
evayar purusah prajhianatmana samparisvakto na bahyarh ki ca na veda
nantaram.

"Embraced by His beloved, the Supreme Personality of Godhead knows nothing

else within or without. Filled with spiritual bliss, He knows nothing else within or
without."



In Srimad—Bhégavatam (10.33.25) it is said:

evam sasankamsu-virajita nisah
sa satya-kamo 'nuratabala-ganah
siseva atmany avaruddha-sauratah
sarvah $arat-kavya-katha-rasasrayah

"Although the gopis were firmly attached to Lord Krsna, whose desires are
always fulfilled, the Lord was not internally affected by any mundane sex desire.
Still, to perform His pastimes the Lord took advantage of all those moonlit autumn
nights, which inspire poetic descriptions of transcendental affairs."***

In Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Madhya 19.231, 232, 234) it is said:

madhura rase krsna nistha seva atisaya
sakhye asankoca lalana mamatadhika haya

"On the platform of conjugal love, attachment to Krsna, rendering service unto
Him, the relaxed feelings of fraternity, and the feelings of maintenance all increase
in intimacy.*

kanta bhave nijanga diya karena sevana
ata eva madhura rase haya panca guna

"On the platform of conjugal love the devotee offers his body in the service of
the Lord. Thus on this platform all five transcendental qualities are present.*

el mata madhure saba bhava samahara
ata eva asvadadhikye kare camatkara

"Similarly, on the platform of conjugal love all the feelings of the devotees are
amalgamated. The intensified taste is certainly wonderful."*
In Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Madhya 23.57-58) it is said:

rudha adhiradha bhava kevala madhure

"Only in the conjugal mellow are there two ecstatic symptoms called “rudha’



(advanced) and adhirdha' (highly advanced).*

adhiradha maha-bhava dui ta prakara

"Highly advanced ecstasy is divided into two categories: madana and mohana.
Meeting together is called madana, and separation is called mohana."*

Satra 101

uttarottara-mukhya-rasa-prasamsa

uttara - higher; uttara - and higher; mukhya - primary; rasa - rasas; prasamsa -
glory.

Each of these primary rasas is more glorious than the previous rasa.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Brhad-aranyaka Upanisad (4.4.8) it is said:

anuh pantha vitatah purano
marh sprsto 'nuvrtto mayaiva

tena dhira api yanti brahma-vidah
svargam lokam ita Grdhva vimuktah

"The ancient and subtle spiritual path has touched me. Now I understand it.
Following that path, the enlightened souls become liberated. Following it, they
ascend to the spiritual world."

In the Brahma-samhita (5.61) it is said:
dharman anyan parityajya
mam ekarn bhaja visvasan

yadrsi yadrsi sraddha
siddhir bhavati tadrsi

"Abandoning all meritorious performances serve Me with faith. The realization



will correspond to the nature of one's faith."**
In Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Madhya 23.53) it is said:

panca-vidha rasa santa dasya sakhya vatsalya
madhura nama srngara bhavete prabalya

"There are five transcendental mellows: neutrality, servitorship, friendship,
paternal affection, and conjugal love, which is also known as the mellow of
sweetness. Conjugal love excels all others."*

Suatra 102

hasadbhuta-vira-karuna-raudra-bhayanaka-bibhatseti gauna-rasah sapta-vidhah
hasa - comedy; adbhuta - wonder; vira - chivalry; karuna - compassion; raudra -

anger; bhayanaka - fear; bibhatsa - horror; iti - thus; gauna-rasah - the secondary
rasas; sapta-vidhah - seven kinds.

The seven secondary rasas are: laughter, wonder, chivalry, compassion,
anger, disaster, and fear.
Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

The hasya-rasa (laughter) is described in the Kena Upanisad (3.1):

ta atksantasmakam evayar vijayo 'smakam evayarh mahimeti.

"Even though the Supreme Personality of Godhead had personally conquered
the demons, the demigods became very proud. They declared, "Ours is the victory!
Ours is the glory!"."

The adbhuta-rasa (wonder) is also described in the Kena Upanisad (3.2):

yan na vyajananta kim idam yaksam iti.

"Unaware that the yaksa standing before them was the Supreme Personality of
Godhead Himself, the demigods became filled with wonder. They declared, “"Who



is this yaksa?' "

The vira-rasa (chivalry) is described in the Svetasvatara Upanisad:

viran mano rudra ity adi

"The Supreme Personality of Godhead is heroic and powerful."

The karuna-rasa (compassion) is described in the Svetasvatara Upanisad:
anisaya socati muhyamanah
"The Supreme Personality of Godhead laments for the fate of the conditioned

souls."

The raudra-rasa (anger) is described in the Svetasvatara Upanisad:

eva hi rudrena dvitiyaya tastarya imal lokan isate iSanibhih

"With His powerful potencies the Supreme Lord angrily rules the worlds."

The bhayanaka-rasa (fear) is described in the Katha Upanisad (2.3.2-3):

mahad bhayarh vajram udyatam. . .

bhayad asyagnis tapati
bhayat tapati saryah

bhayad indras ca vayus ca
mrtyur dhavati paiicamah

"The Supreme Personality of Godhead is frightening like a raised thunderbolt. .
.. Out of fear of Him fire burns. Out of fear of Him the sun shines. Out of fear of
Him Indra, Vayu, and Yama perform their duties."

The bibhatsa-rasa (disaster) is described in the Chandogya Upanisad:

imani rudrany asakrd avartini bhuitani bhavanti jayasva mriyasvety etat trtiya-
sthanam tenasau loke na sampuryate tasmaj jugupsate.



"From the Supreme Personality of Godhead all ferocious monsters are born and
in Him they perish. In this way the world is not overcome. From Him all horrors
come."

In the Agni Purana it is said:

ragad bhavati srngaro
raudrah ksanat prajayate

viro 'sta-bhujah sankoca-
bhiur bibhatsa isayte

"From passionate attraction comes conjugal love. From anger comes chivalry.
From having an eight-armed form disaster is born.

Srngaraj jayate haso

raudrat tu karuna-rasah
virac cadbhuta-nispattih

syad bibhatsad bhayanakah

"From conjugal love joking and laughter are born. From anger compassion is
born. From chivalry wonder is born. From disaster fear is born."
Srila Riipa Gosvami (Sri Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu 2.5.116) explains:

hasyo 'dbhutas tatha virah

karuno raudra ity api
bhayanakah sa bibhatsa
iti gaunas ca saptadha

"Besides the five direct mellows there are seven indirect mellows known as
laughter, wonder, chivalry, compassion, anger, disaster, and fear."*

Satra 103

gaunas tu mukhyan paricaranto bhakti-rasabdhir parivardhayanti

gaunah - the secondary rasas; tu - indeed; mukhyan - the primary rasas;
paricarantah - meeting; bhakti-rasabdhim - the nectar ocean of the bhakti-rasa;
parivardhayanti - causes to increase.



When the secondary rasas meet the primary rasas the nectar ocean of the
devotional rasas increases.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Mundaka Upanisad it is said:

yatha nadyah syandamanah samudre
'starh gacchanti nama-rape vihaya

tatha vidvan nama-rapad vimuktah
parat pararh purusam upaiti divyam.

"As flowing rivers abandon their names and forms and enter the great ocean, so
the enlightened soul abandons his material name and form and meets the effulgent
Supreme Personality of Godhead."

In the Agni Purana it is said:

apara-kavya-samsare
kavir eva prajapatih

tatha vai rocate visvam
tathedarn parivartate

"In the material world, which is like a shoreless ocean of poets, the demigod
Brahma is the best poet. His poetry pleases the entire world.

Srngare cet kavih kavye
jatam rasamayarn jagat

sa cet kavir vita-rago
nirasa-vyaktam eva tat

"If a poet writes love-poems, he fills the world with nectar. If he writes poems
about renunciation, there is no nectar.

kavibhir yojaniya vai-



bhavah kavyadike rasah
vibhavyate hi raty-adir
yatra yena vibhavyate

"It is right that poets write about the nectar of love. They reveal the nectar of
love."

Srila Riipa Gosvami (Sri Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu 4.1.4 and 4.7.14) explains:

bhaktanar pancadhoktanam
esarh madhyata eva hi

kvapy ekah kvapy anekas ca
gaunesv alambano matah

"Of the the devotees in these five primary rasas some are also situated in one of
the secondary rasas, and others are situated in more than one."

ami pancaiva $antadya
harer bhakti-rasa matah

esa hasyadayah prayo
bibhrati vyabhicaritam

"The rasas beginning with santa-rasa are the five primary rasas. The secondary
rasas, which begin with hasya-rasa, act to increase (vyabhcari) the mellows of the
primary rasas."

Chapter Four
Rasasvadana-prakarana
Relishing the Rasas

Satra 104

samagri catur-vidha

samagri - the ingredients; catuh - four; vidha - kinds.



The samagris (ingredients of rasa) are of four kinds.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Mandtkya Upanisad (2) it is said:

brahma catus-pat.

"Nectar love for the Supreme Personality of Godhead has four ingredients."

In the Agni Purana it is said:

sthayi-nyasto rati-mukhya
stambhadya vyabhicarinah

mano-"nukule 'nubhavah
sukhasya vatimrirayate

"When ecstatic love for the Supreme Lord is firmly established, the vyabhicaris,
which begin with the ecstatic symptom of being stunned, increase the bliss of the
devotee."

Srila Riipa Gosvami (Sri Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu 2.1.4-5) explains:

athasya kesava-rater
laksitaya nigadyate

samagri pariposena
parama rasa-rapata

vibhavair anubhavais ca
sattvikair vyabhicaribhih

svadyatvarh hrdi bhaktanam
anita sravanadibhih

esa krsna-rati-sthayi
bhavo bhakti-raso bhavet

"Love for Krsna, Kesava, as previously described, reaches the supreme state of
being composed of mellows when its ingredients are fulfilled. By means of vibhava,
anubhava, sattvika, and vyabhicari, hearing and chanting are activated, and the
devotee is able to taste love for Krsna. Then attachment for Krsna, or permanent
ecstasy (sthayi-bhava), becomes the mellow of devotional service (bhakti-rasa)."*



Satra 105

alambanoddipanatmako vibhavah

alambana - alambana; uddipana - uddipana; atmakah - self; vibhavah - vibhava.

The first of the samagris (ingredients of rasa) is vibhava (the cause bringing
about the tasting of love for Krsna). Vibhava is divided in two features: 1.
alambana (support), and 2. uddipana (awakening).

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Katha Upanisad it is said:

etad alambanar $restharm
etad alambanam param

etad alambanarm jhatva
brahmaloke mahiyate

"The Supreme Personality of Godhead is the supreme alambana of ecstatic love.
He is the best alambana of ecstatic love. One who thus knows Him as the alambana
of ecstatic love becomes glorious in the spiritual world."

In the Agni Purana it is said:

vibhava-nama sad-vidha-
lambanoddipanatmakah

raty-adi-bhava-vargo 'yam
yam ajivyopajayate

"Vibhava has two features: 1. alambana, and 2. uddipana. In this way ecstatic
love, which begins with rati, increases."

Srila Riipa Gosvami (Sri Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu 2.1.14) explains:

tatra jieya vibhavas tu
raty-asvadana-hetavah

te dvidhalambana eke
tathaivoddipana pare



"The cause bringing about the tasting of love for Krsna is called vibhava.
Vibhava is divided into two categories: alambana (support) and uddipana
(awakening)."*

Sutra 106

trayodasa-laksanatmako nubhavah
trayodasa - 13; laksana - characteristics; atmakah - self; anubhavah - anubhava.
The next samagri (ingredient of rasa) is anubhava (subsequent ecstasy).
There are thirteen kinds of anubhava.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Taittiriya Upanisad it is said:

"Bhrgu Muni said: Know that the mind, knowledge, and life-breath manifest

thirteen kinds of ecstatic symptoms in love for the Supreme Personality of
Godhead."

In the Agni Purana it is said:
arambha eva vidusam
anubhava iti smrtah

sa canubhuiyate catra
bhavaty uta nirucyate

"Subsequent ecstasy is called anubhava because it is what is experienced
(anubhuyate) by the enlightened souls."
Srila Ripa Gosvami (Sri Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu 2.2.2) explains:

nrtyarm viluthitarm gitarm
krosanam tanu-motanam



hunkaro jrmbhanar $vasa-
bhuma lokan apeksita

lala-sravo 'tta-hasas ca
ghtirna hikkadayo 'pi ca

"Practical examples of anubhava are as follows: dancing, rolling on the ground,
singing very loudly, stretching the body, crying loudly, yawning, breathing very
heavily, neglecting the presence of others, drooling, laughing like a madman,
wheeling the head, and belching."*

Satra 107

asta-laksanah sattvikah

asta - eight; laksanah - characteristics; sattvikah - sattvika-bhava.

The next samagri (ingredient of rasa) is sattvika-bhava (constitutional or
existential ecstasy). Sattvika-bhava has eight features.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Mundaka Upanisad (3.1.4) it is said:

prano hy esa sarva-bhutair vibhati
vijanan vidvan bhavate nati-vadi
atma-krida atma-ratih kriyavan
esa brahma-vidar varisthah

"The Supreme Personality of Godhead is the life of all. He is the Supersoul
splendidly manifest in all living beings. One who knows Him becomes wise. That
person turns from the logicians' debates. He meditates on the Lord's pastimes. He
loves the Lord. He serves the Lord. He is the best of transcendentalists."

In the Agni Purana it is said:

asta-stambhadayah sattvad
rajasas tamasah param

"Sattvika-bhava has eight features beginning with becoming stunned in ecstasy.



It is called sattvika because it is situated in pure goodness, free from any touch of
passion or ignorance."

Srila Riipa Gosvami (Sri Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu 2.3.11-12) explains:

cittarh satvi-bhavat prane
nyasyaty atmanam udbhatam

pranas tu vikriyarm gacched
deharh viksobhayaty alam

tada stambhadayo bhava
bhakta-dehe bhavaty ami

"When the devotee feels great ecstatic love in his heart, his transformed life-
force agitates his body and then ecstatic symptoms, such as becoming stunned, are
manifested on his body.

te stambha-sveda-romancah
svara-bhedo 'tha vepathuh
vaivarnyam asru-pralaya
ity astau sattvikah smrtah

"There are eight symptoms of existential ecstatic love: becoming stunned,
perspiring, standing of the hairs on the body, faltering of the voice, trembling of
the body, changing of bodily colors, shedding of tears, and devastation."*

Suatra 108

sancaris tu trayastrimsa-laksanah

sancarih - sancari-bhava; tu - indeed; trayastrimsa - thirty-three; laksanah -
features.

The next samagri (ingredient of rasa) is sancari-bhava (continuously existing

ecstatic symptoms). Saiicari-bhava has thirty-three features.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Aitareya Upanisad (3.1.2) it is said:



yad etad dhrdayarh manas caitat samjianam ajiianarn vijianarh prajhanarn medha
drstir dhrtir manisa jutih smrtih sankalpah kratur asuh kamo vasa iti. sarvany
evaitani prajnanasya namadheyani bhavanti.

"The heart, mind, knowledge, perception, wisdom, discrimination, intelligence,
vision, patience, thoughtfulness, action, memory, will, talent, reflection, desire,
and control are the various parts of wisdom."

In the Agni Purana it is said:

vairagyadir manah khedo
nirveda iti kathyate

"Renunciation is defined as that condition where the mind is no longer
passionate to enjoy the things of this world."

Srila Riipa Gosvami (Sri Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu 2.4.4-6) explains:

nirvedo 'tha visado dainyarn
glani-sramau ca mada-garvau

sanka-trasa-vega unmada-
pasmrti tatha vyadhih

moho mrtir alasyarn
jadyarh vridavahittha ca

smrtir atha vitarka-cinta-
mati-dhrtayo harsa utsukatvar ca

augryamarsasuyas
capalyam caiva nidra ca
suptir bodha itime bhava
vyabhicarinah samakhyatah

"There are some bodily symptoms that express overwhelming ecstatic love
(vyabhicari-bhava). They are counted at thirty-three as follows: disappointment,
lamentation, humility, guilt, fatigue, intoxication, pride, doubt, apprehension,
intense emotion, madness, forgetfulness, disease, confusion, death, laziness,
inertness, bashfulness, concealment, remembrance, argumentativeness, anxiety,
thoughtfulness, endurance, happiness, eagerness, violence, haughtiness, envy,
impudence, dizziness, sleepiness, and alertness."*

Satra 109



bhakti-raso hi maya-gandha-sanya-paramartha-sva-rapa-gata-cid-vaicitryam

bhakti-raso - the rasas of devotional service; hi - indeed; maya - of material
illuison; gandha - of the scent; siinya - devoid; parama - supreme; artha - treasure;
sva - own; rapa - form; gata - attained; cid - spiritual; vaicitryam - wonder of
variety.

The rasas of devotional service are free from the slightest scent of maya (the
illusory potency of matter). They are a great wonder of spiritual variety. They
are the greatest treasure.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Brhad-aranyaka Upanisad (4.4.21) it is said:

tam eva dhiro vijiaya
prajiar kurvita brahmanah
nanudhyayad bahn cchabdad
vaco viglapatarh hi tat

"A wise brahmana will use his intelligence to understand the Supreme
Personality of Godhead. He will not study other things. Other topics are a waste of
words."

In the Gopala-tapani Upanisad (1.5-6) it is said:

sakalarh paramh brahmaivaitad. yo dhyayati rasayati bhajati so 'mrto bhavati. so
'mrto bhavati.

"The Supreme Personality of Godhead is everything. One who meditates on
Him, glorifies Him, and worships Him, and thus enjoys the nectar of
transcendental bliss, becomes immortal. He becomes immortal."

In Srimad-Bhagavatam (10.87.23) it is said:

nibhrta-marun-mano-'ksa-drdha-yoga-yujo hrdi yan-
munaya upasate tad arayo 'pi yayuh smaranat

striya uragendra-bhoga-bhuja-danda-visakta-dhiyo
vayam api te samah sama-drso 'nghri-saroja-sudhah



"Great sages, by practicing the mystic yoga system and controlling the breath,
conquer the mind and senses. Thus engaging in mystic yoga and seeing the
Supersoul within their hearts, they ultimately enter into the impersonal Brahman
along with the enemies of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. However, the
damsels of Vraja, the gopis, want to embrace Krsna and His arms, which are like
serpents. Being attracted by the beauty of Krsna, the gopis ultimately tasted the
nectar of the lotus feet of the Lord. The Upanisads have also tasted the nectar of
His lotus feet by following in the footsteps of the gopis."*

Srila Riipa Gosvami (Sri Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu 2.5.131) explains:

sarvathaiva duraho 'yarm
abhhaktair bhagavad-rasah

tat-padambuja-sarvasvair
bhaktir evanurasyate

"Nondevotees cannot understand the transcendental mellows experienced
between the devotee and the Lord. In all respects this is very difficult, but one who
has dedicated everything to the lotus feet of Krsna can taste the transcendental
mellows."*

Srila Riipa Gosvami (Sri Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu 2.5.112) also explains:
paramananda-tad-atmyad
raty-ader asya vastutah

rasasya sva-prakasatvam
akhandatvam ca sidhyati

"Attraction to Lord Krsna and the various kinds of ecstatic love for Krsna all
come from the Lord's pleasure potency. In this way the mellows of spiritual love
are self-manifest, unbroken, and perfect."

Siatra 110
Sri-krsna-lilastu sarva-rasa-pratistha

sri-krsna-lila - the pastimes of Lord Krsna; astu - are; sarva-rasa - of all rasas;
pratistha - the basis.



Lord Krsna's pastimes are the place where all the rasas rest.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Gopala-tapani Upanisad (1.8-9) it is said:

tad u hovaca hairanyo gopa-vesam abhrabham tarunarm kalpa-drumasritam

"Brahma said: He appears like a cowherd boy. His complexion is like a
monsoon cloud. He stays under a desire tree."
In the Gopala-tapani Upanisad (1.54) it is also said:

tasmat krsna eva paro daivas tarh dhyayet tarh rasayet tarn yajet tarh bhajed iti. om
tat sad iti.

"Therefore, Krsna is the Supreme Personality of Godhead. One should meditate
on Him, glorify Him, serve Him, and worship Him. Orn Tat Sat."
In the Chandogya Upanisad (8.13.1) it is said:

Syamac chavalarm prapadye
savalac chyamarm prapadye

"By the mercy of Lord Krsna, I take shelter of His transcendental potency, Sri
Radha. By the mercy of Sri Radha, I take shelter of Lord Krsna."
In the Visnu Purana it is said:

yatravatirnam krsnakhyarh
pararh brahma narakrtih

"Lord Krsna is the Supreme Personality of Godhead, whose form is like that of
a human being. Now He has descended to the earth."

In Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (21.101 and 103) it is said:

krsnera yateka khela sarvottama nara-lila



nara-vapu tahara svarapa
gopa-vesa venu-kara nava kisora nata-vara
nara-lila haya anurtipa

"Lord Krsna has many pastimes, of which His pastimes as a human being are
the best. His form as a human being is the supreme transcendental form. In this
form He is a cowherd boy. He carries a flute in His hand, and His youth is new. He
is also an expert dancer. All this is just suitable for His pastimes as a human
being."*

yogamaya cic-chakti visuddha-sattva-parinati
tara sakti loka dekhaite

ei ripa ratana bhakta-ganera gidha-dhana
prakata kaila nitya lila haite

"the transcendental form of Krsna is shown to the world by Lord Krsna's
internal spiritual energy, which is a transformation of pure goodness. This
jewellike form is the most confidential treasure of the devotees. This form is
manifest from Krsna's eternal pastimes."*

Satra 111

visuddha-raga-margena saivanuvestavya

visuddha - pure; raga - of spontaneous love; margena - by the path; sa - that;
eva - indeed; anuvestavya - should be sought.

By following the path of pure and spontaneous love, one shook seek entrance

into Lord Krsna's pastimes.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Gopala-tapani Upanisad (2.25-26) it is said:

yo vai kaman kamayate sa kami bhavati yo tv akamena kaman kamayate so 'kami
bhavati.

"He who lusts after sense pleasures is lusty. He who does not lust after sense
pleasure is not lusty."



In the Brahma-sarmhita (5.56) it is said:

sriyah kantah kantah parama-purusah kalpa-taravo
druma bhtmis cintamani gunamayi toyam amrtam

katha ganarh natyarh gamanam api varhsi priya-sakhi
cid-anandam jytoih param api tad asvadyam api ca

"I worship that transcendental seat, known as Svetadvipa, where as loving
consorts the Laksmis in their unalloyed spiritual essence practice the amorous
service of the Supreme Lord Krsna as their only lover, where every tree is a
transcendental purpose tree, where the soil is the purpose gem, all water is nectar,
every word is a song, every gait is a dance, the flute is the favorite attendant,
effulgence is full of transcendental bliss, and the supreme spiritual entities are all
enjoyable and tasty."**

In Sri Caitanya-caritamrta (Madhya 24.84, 85, and 87) it is said:

raga-bhakti vidhi-bhakti haya dui rapa
svayarh bhagavatve bhagavatve prakasa dvi-rapa

"There are two kinds of devotional activity: spontaneous and regulative. By
spontaneous devotional service one attains the Original Personality of Godhead,
Krsna, and by the regulative process one attains the expansion of the Supreme
Personality of Godhead.*

raga-bhaktye vraje svayarh bhagavane paya

"By executing spontaneous devotional service in Vrndavana one attains the
original Supreme Personality of Godhead, Krsna."*

vidhi bhakte parsada dehe vaikunthete yaya

"By executing regulative devotional service one becomes an associate of
Narayana and attains the Vaikunthalokas, the spiritual planets in the spiritual
Sky "%

Suatra 112



svena siddha-svartipena tat-pravesarn tu jiva-carama-mahima
svena - with their own; siddha - perfect; svaripena - form; tat - into that;

pravesar - entrance; tu - indeed; jiva - of the individual spirit souls; carama - final;
mahima - glory.

Regaining their original spiritual forms, the individual souls may enter Lord
Krsna's pastimes. That is their greatest glory.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Chandogya Upanisad (8.12.3) it is said:

atha sa esa samprasado 'smac charirat samutthaya param jyoti-rapam sampadya
svena rupenabhinispadyate

"The enlightened soul then leaves his material body behind and goes to meet
the effulgent Supreme Personality of Godhead. Then the soul manifests his
original spiritual form."

In the Chandogya Upanisad it is also said:

esa atmeti hovaca tad amrtam abhayam etad brahmeti tasya ha va etasya nama
satyam iti.

"Then he said: That is the Supreme Personality of Godhead, who is fearless,
eternal, and sweet like nectar. He is the Supreme Reality."

In the Karma Purana it is said:
agni-putra mahatmanas

tapasa stritvam apire

bhartaram ca jagad-yonirm
vasudevam ajarm vibhum

"By performing severe austerities Agni's sons became gopis. They attained as
their husband Lord Krsna, the unborn and all-powerful creator of all the worlds."

In the Padma Purana it is said:



te sarve stritva-sampannah
samudbhutas ca gokule

harirh samprapya kamena
tato mukto bhavarnavat

"They all became gopis and were born in Gokula. They attained Lord Krsna as
their lover. In this way they were rescued from the ocean of of birth and death."

Srila Riipa Gosvami (Sri Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu 1.2.308) explains:
pati-putra-suhrd-bhratr-

pitr-van mitra-vad dharim

ye dhyayanti sadodyuktas
tebhyo 'ptha namo namah

"Let me offer my respectful obeisances again and again to those who always
eagerly meditate upon the Supreme Personality of Godhead as a husband, son,
friend, brother, father, or intimate friend."*

Satra 113

tatraiva tad-bhajanar tad-rasanarh Suddha-cin-maye svartpena sidhyati
tatra - there; eva - indeed; tad - to Him; bhajanarh - devotional service; tad - in

Him; rasanam - the bliss of the rasas; Suddha - pure; cin-maye - spiritual;
svaripena - with the original form; sidhyati - becomes perfect.

When he regains his original spiritual form, enters Lord Krsna's pure
spiritual abode, worships and serves the Lord there, and there tastes the nectar
of the rasas with Lord Krsna, the soul attains perfection.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Gopala-tapani Upanisad (2.12 and 14) it is said:

tasarh madhye hi srestha gandharvity uccatam hi vaitabhir eva vicaryam.



"Sri Radha, the best of the gopis, thought for a moment."

tarh hi mukhyam vidhaya parvam anu krtva tasnim asa.

n

"Accepting Radha and their leader, the other gopis became silent.

In the Brahma-samhita (5.2-4) it is said:

sahasra-patra-kamalarm
gokulakhyarh mahat padam

tat-karnikaram tad-dhama
tad-anantamsa-sambhavam

"The superexcellent station of Krsna, which is known as Gokula, has thousands
of petals and a corolla like that of a lotus sprouted from a part of His infinitary
aspect, the whorl of the leaves being the actual abode of Krsna.**

karnikararh mahad yantram
sat-konam vajra-kilakam

sad-anga-sat-padi-sthanam
prakrtya purusena ca

premananda-mahananda-
rasenavasthitarn hi yat

jyoti-ripena manuna
kama-bijena sangatam

"The whorl of that transcendental lotus is the realm wherein dwells Krsna. It is
a hexagonal figure, the abode of the indwelling predominated and predominating
aspect of the Absolute. Like a diamond, the central supporting figure of self-
luminous Krsna stands as the transcendental source of all potencies. The holy
name consisting of eighteen transcendental letters is manifested in a hexagonal
figure with sixfold divisions.**

tat kinjalkarn tad-amsanarh
tatra patrani Sriyam api

"The whorl of that eternal realm Gokula is the hexagonal abode of Krsna. Its
petals are the abodes of gopis who are part and parcel of Krsna, to whom they are



most lovingly devoted and are similar in essence. The petals shine beautifully like
so many walls. The extended leaves of that lotus are the garden-like dhama, i.e.
spiritual abode of Sri Radhika, the most beloved of Krsna."**

Srila Ripa Gosvami (Sri Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu 2.1.10) explains:
krsnadibhir vibhavadyair
gater anubhavadhvani

praudhananda-camatkara
kastham apadyate param

"Thus the mixture of ecstatic ingredients of spiritual love for Lord Krsna
becomes tasty and, being within the perception of the devotee, reaches the highest
platform of wonder and deep bliss."*

Chapter Five
Sampatti-prakarana
The Supreme Good Fortune

Suatra 114

adhikara-kramena hy uttarottara-praptih

adhikara - of qualifications; kramenaby degrees; hi - indeed; uttara - higher;
uttara - and higher; praptih - attainment.

As they become qualified, the individual souls attain higher and higher

positions.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Brhad-aranyaka Upanisad it is said:

yato yatas tv adadita lavanam evaivarh va ara idamh mahad-bhatam anantam apararm
vijiana-ghanam eva.



"He could understand that the Supreme Personality of Godhead is handsome,
glorious, supreme, limitless, and all-knowing."

In Srimad-Bhagavatam (11.21.2, 16 and 18) it is said:

sve sve 'dhikare ya nistha
sa gunah parikirtitah

viparyayas tu dosah syad
ubhayor esa nirnayah

"Steadiness in one's own position is declared to be actual piety, whereas
deviation from one's position is considered impiety. In this way the two are
definitely ascertained."***

kvacid guno 'pi dosah syad
doso '"pi vidhina gunah

guna-dosartha-niyamas
tad-bhidam eva badhate

"Sometimes piety becomes sin and sometimes what is ordinary sin becomes
piety on the strength of Vedic injunctions. Such special rules in effect eradicate the
clear distinction between piety and sin."***

yato yato nivarteta
vimucyeta tatas tatah
esa dharmo nrnam ksemah

Soka-moha-bhayapahah

"By refraining from a particular sinful or materialistic activity one becomes
freed from its bondage. Such renunciation is the basis of religious and auspicious
life for human beings and drives away all suffering, illusion, and fear."***

In Sri Caitanya-caritamrta it is said:

adhikari bhede rati pafca-prakara
santa dasya sakhya vatsalya madhura ara

"According to the candidate possessing these transcendental qualities (sneha,
mana, and so on), there are five transcendental mellows: neutrality, servitorship,
friendship, parental love, and conjugal love."*



Satra 115

nirguna-sraddha-muala hi vaidhi bhaktih

nirguna - beyond the modes of material nature; sraddha - faith; mala - the root;
hi - indeed; vaidhi - according to rules and regulations; bhaktih - devotional
service.

Vaidhi bhakti (devotional service according to regulative principles) is rooted
in faith in what is beyond the modes of material nature.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Brhad-aranyaka Upanisad it is said:

kamah sankalpo vicikitsa sraddhasraddha dhrtir adhrtir hrir dhir bhir ity etat

"He wished to understand the nature of faith in the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, in whom stays desire, will, doubt, error, faith, faithlessness, tolerance,
intolerance, embarrassment, intelligence, fear, and all else that stays in the heart
and mind."

In Srimad-Bhagavatam (11.25.27) Lord Krsna explains:

sattviky adhyatmiki sraddha
karma-sraddha tu rajasi

tamasy adharme ya sraddha
mat-sevayar tu nirgunah

"Faith directed toward spiritual life is in the mode of goodness, faith rooted in
fruitive work is in the mode of passion, faith residing in irreligious activities is in
the mode of ignorance, but faith in My devotional service is purely
transcendental."***

In Srimad-Bhagavatam (11.20.8) Lord Krsna explains:



yadrchhaya mat-kathadau
jata-sraddhas tu yah puman

na nirvinno nati-sakto
bhakti-yogo 'sya siddhi-dah

"Somehow or other if one is attracted to talks about Me and has faith in the
instructions I have set forth in Bhagavad-gita and if one is actually detached from
material things and material existence, his dormant love for Me will be awakened
by devotional service."*

In the Bhagavad-gita (6.46-47), Lord Krsna explains:

tapasvibhyo 'dhiko yogi
jnanibhyo 'pi mato 'dhikah

karmibhyas cadhiko yogi
tasmad yogi bhavarjuna

"A yogl is greater than the ascetic, greater than the empiricist, and greater than
the fruitive worker. Therefore, O Arjuna, in all circumstances be a yogi.*

yoginam api sarvesam
mad-gatenantaratmana

sraddhavan bhajate yo mam
sa me yuktatamo matah

"And of all yogis the one with great faith who always abides in Me, thinks of
Me within himself, and renders transcendental loving service to Me, he is the most
intimately united with Me in yoga and is the highest of all. That is My opinion."*

Srila Riipa Gosvami (Sri Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu 1.4.15-16) explains:

adau sraddha tatah sadhu-
sango 'tha bhajana-kriya

tato 'martha-nivrttih syat
tato nistha rucis tatah

asaktis tato bhavas
tatah premabhyudancati
sadhakanam ayarh premnah
pradurbhave bhavet kramah



"In the beginning there must be faith. Then one becomes interested in
associating with pure devotees. Thereafter one is initiated by the spiritual master
and executes the regulative principles under his orders. Thus one is freed from all
unwanted habits and becomes firmly fixed in devotional service. Thereafter one
develops taste and attachment. This is the way of sadhana-bhakti, the execution of
devotional service according to the regulative principles. Gradually emotions
intensify, and finally there is an awakening of love. This is the gradual
development of love of Godhead for the devotee interested in Krsna
consciousness."*

Satra 116

ruci-mula hi raganuga bhaktih
ruci - attraction and love; mula - root; hi - indeed; raganuga bhaktih - raganuga

bhakti.

Raganuga bhakti (spontaneous devotional service) is rooted in attraction and
love.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Brhad-aranyaka Upanisad (1.4.8) it is said:

tad etat preyah putrat preyo vittat preyo 'myasmat sarvasmad anantaram yad ayam
atma.

"The Supreme Personality of Godhead is more dear than sons, more dear than
wealth, more dear than all else."

In Srimad-Bhagavatam (1.7.11) it is said:

harer gunaksipta-matir
bhagavan badarayanih

adhyagan mahad akhyanam
nityam visnu-jana-priyah

"Being very much attracted by the transcendental pastimes of the Lord, the
mind of Srila Sukadeva Gosvami was agitated by Krsna consciousness. He
therefore began to study Srimad-Bhagavatam by the grace of his father."*



Srila Jiva Gosvami explains:

visayinah svabhaviko visaya-samsargecchatiSayamayah prema ragah. yesam aharn
priya atma sutas ca sakha guruh suhrd daivam istam ity adau. tad evar tat-tad-
abhimana-laksana-bhava-visesana-svabhavika-ragasya vaisistya-sati tat-tad-raga-
prayukta sravana-kirtana-smarana-pada-sevana-vandanatma-nivedana-praya-
bhaktih. tesarh ragatmika bhaktir ucyate. yasya parvokta-raga-visese rucir eva
jatasti tasya ragatmikaya bhakteh paripatisv api rucir jayate. atas tadiyarh ragam
rucy-anugatyatiti raganuga tasyaiva pravartate.

"The devotees are passionately devoted to the Lord. He is the object of their
love. The Lord Himself explains (Srimad-Bhagavatam 3.25.38):

" “Because the devotees accept Me as their friend, their relative, their son, their
preceptor, benefactor, and Supreme Deity, they cannot be deprived of their
possessions at any time.'*

"Ardently loving the Lord, the devotees serve Him by hearing, chanting, and
remembering His glories, serving His feet, offering obeisances to Him, and
completely surrendering to Him. This ardent devotional service is called ragatmika

bhakti. From that is manifested ruci (love and attraction). Thus ruci follows
ragatmika bhakti."

Siatra 117
mahima-jaana-yukta hi prathama

mahima - of opulence; jhana - knowledge; yukta - endowed; hi - indeed,;
prathama - the first.

In the first kind of devotion (vaidhi bhakti) the devotees are aware of the
Lord's opulence.
Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Mundaka Upanisad (1.1.4) it is said:

dve vidye veditavye para caivapara ca. tatrapara rg-vedo yujur-veda ity adi.



"There are two kinds of knowledge: superior and inferior. The knowledge of
the Rg Veda and Yajur Veda is inferior knowledge."

In the Pancaratra it is said:
mahatmya-jianam uktarn ca
su-drdhah sarvathadhikah

sneho bhaktir iti proktas
taya sarsty-adinanyatha

"In this strong devotional service one is aware of the opulences of the Lord. In
this way one attains the liberations that begin with sarsti-mukti."
Srila Riipa Gosvami (Sri Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu 1.4.14) explains:

mahima-jaana-yuktah syad
vidhi-marganusarinam

"They who follow the path of vidhi-bhakti are especially aware of the Lord's
glory and opulence."

Srila Jiva Gosvami explains:

tato vidhi-marga-bhakti-vidhim apekseti sa durbala

"In the weaker form of devotional service, vaidhi bhakti, one is aware of the
Lord's glories and opulences."

Satra 118

kevala hi dvitiya prabala ca
kevala - unmixed; hi - indeed; dvitiya - seconed; prabala - powerful; ca - also.
In the second kind of devotion (raganuga bhakti) the devotees are not aware
of the Lord's opulences. This kind of devotion is completely pure. It is not

mixed with anything else. It is very powerful.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura



In the Mundaka Upanisad (1.5) it is said:

atha para yaya tad aksaram adhigamyate yatra tad adrSyam agrahyam agotram
avarnam acaksuh $rotram tad-apani-padarh nityarh vibhurh sarva-gatarh su-
siksmarh tad avyayarh yad bhuta-yonirm paripasyanti dhirah.

"The superior knowledge enables one to understand the imperishable Supreme
Personality of Godhead. With this superior knowledge the enlightened souls are
able to see the Supreme Personality of Godhead, who cannot be seen by material
eyes or understood by the material mind, who has no material family, no material
caste, and no material eyes, ears, hands, or feet, who is eternal, all-powerful, all-
pervading, very subtle, and unchanging, and who is the creator of all."

In Srimad-Bhagavatam (7.1.31) it is said:
gopyah kamad bhayat karmso
dvesac caidyadayo nrpah

sambandhad vrsnayah snehad
ytyarn bhaktya vayarm vibho

"My dear King Yudhisthira, the gopis by their lusty desires, Karhsa by his fear,
Sisupala and other kings by envy, the Yadus by their familial relationship with
Krsna, you Pandavas by your great affection for Krsna, and we, the general
devotees, by our devotional service, have obtained the mercy of Krsna."*

Srila Riipa Gosvami explains:

raganugasritanam tu
prayasah kevalo bhavet

"They who take shelter of raganuga-bhakti (spontaneous love for Lord Krsna)
feel love that is pure and unmixed with anything else."
Srila Jiva Gosvami explains:

iyarh ca svatantraiva pravartata iti prabala ca jieya.

"Raganuga bhakti is very powerful. It does not depend on anything else."



Satra 119

asakti-paryanta sadhana-bhaktih
asakti - attachemnt; paryanta - up to; sadhana-bhaktih - sadhana-bhakti.
Sadhana-bhakti (devotional service in practice) continues up to the stage of
asakti (attachment).

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Mundaka Upanisad (3.1.7) it is said:

brhac ca tad divyam acintya-rapar
stksmac ca tat siksmataram vibhati
darat sa-dare tad ihanti ke ca
pasyatsv ihaiva nihitarh guhayam

"The Supreme Personality of Godhead is the greatest. He is splendid and
transcendental. His form is beyond the understanding of the material mind. He is
more subtle than the most subtle. He stays far away from the impious. The
devotees see Him in their hearts."

In the Narayana-pancaratra it is said:
bhavonmatto harau kincin
na deva-sukham atmanah
"In that stage one becomes intoxicated with love for Lord Krsna."
Srila Ripa Gosvami (Sri Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu 1.2.193) explains:
vaidha-bhakty-adhikari tu
bhavavirbhavanavadhih

atra $astram tatha tarkarn
anukulam apeksate



"By engaging in vidhi-bhakti the devotee attains ecstatic love for Lord Krsna.
This is confirmed by both scripture and logic."

Srila Riipa Gosvami (Sri Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu 1.3.8) also explains:
sadhanabhinivesas tu
tatra nispadayan rucim

harav asaktim utpadya
ratirh safijjanayaty asau

"By engaging in sadhana-bhakti the devotee attains attraction to Lord Krsna,
attachment to Him, and then love for Him."

Suatra 120

bhavan maha-bhava-paryanta hladini-sara-samaveta samvid-rapa siddha bhaktih
bhavan - from bhava; maha-bhava-paryanta - up to maha-bhava; hladini -

hladini-sakti; sara-samaveta - the best; samvid-rapa - the potency of knowledge;
siddha - perfect; bhaktih - devotion.

The stages that begin with bhava and end in maha-bhava are called siddha
bhakti (perfect devotional service). In these stages the samvit sakti (potency of
transcendental knowledge) and hladini akti (potency of transcendental bliss) are
manifested.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Sauparna-sruti it is said:
sarva-dinam upasita yavad vimuktih. mukta hy enam upasate.

"Until one is liberated, one should worship the Lord every day. After attaining
liberation, one should continue to worship the Lord."

In the Brhat Tantra it is said:

yatha $rir nitya-muktapi
prapta-kamapi sarvada



upaste nityaso visnum
evam bhakto bhaved api

"Even though she is eternally liberated, and even though all her desires are at
once fulfilled, Goddess Laksmi continues to worship Lord Visnu eternally. Every
devotee acts in that way."

Srila Narada Muni explains:

bhadram uktarh bhavadbhis tu
muktis turya parat para

nir-ahar yatra cit-satta
sa-turya muktir ucyate

"You have described the highest liberation, where spiritual truth is present and
the false identification with the material body is absent.

purnahantamayi bhaktis
turyatita nigadyate

krsna-rama-mayarn brahma
kvacit kutrapi bhasate

"Beyond that kind of liberation is the liberation of devotional service. In that
kind of liberation the proper identification of the living entity as a spirit soul is
manifested. In that liberation Krsna and Balarama, the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, is splendidly manifest.

nirbijendriyata tatra
atma-stharm kevalarm sukham
krsnas tu paripurnatma
sarvatra sukha-rapakah

"In that devotional liberation the spiritual senses of the spiritual form of the
liberated soul are filled with bliss. There Lord Krsna, the original Supreme
Personality of Godhead, enjoys blissful pastimes."

Srila Riipa Gosvami explains:

syad dhrdheyarn ratih premna
prodyan snehah kramad ayam



syan manah pranayo rago
'murago bhava ity api

"Love for Lord Krsna grows more and more intense, manifesting different
stages known as rati, prema, sneha, mana, pranaya, raga, anuraga, and bhava."

bijam iksu sa ca rasah
sa-gudah khanda eva sah
sa $arkara $ita sa ca
sa yatha syat Sitotpala
iyam eva ratih praudha
maha-bhava-dasam vrajet

"As sugar-cane juice becomes thicker as it proceeds to become molasses,
granules, and finally rock-candy, so love of Lord Krsna gradually becomes more
and more intense."

In the Siddhanta-ratna it is said:

tatha ca hlada-samvidoh samavetayoh saro bhaktir iti sidhyati. tat-saratvar ca tan-
nitya-parikarasrayaka-tan-anukualyabhilasa-visesah.

"In the highest stage of devotional service, the Lord's samvit potency and
hladini potency are manifested. There the eternal associates of the Lord desire to
serve Him in many ways."

Suatra 121
upadhi-viyoge svartpodayo hi muktih

upadhi - material designations; viyoge - in separation; svarapa - of the original
form; udayo - rising; hi - indeed; muktih - liberation.

Liberation is that stage where, leaving his material body behind, the soul
again manifests his original spiritual form.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Chandogya Upanisad it is said:



sa atmapahatapapmavirajo vimrtyur visoko 'vijighatso 'pipasah satya-kamah satya-
sankalpah sa vijijnasitavyah.

"Know that the liberated soul is free from destruction, sin, passion, death, grief,
hunger, and thirst. All his desires are at once fulfilled."

In the Visnu Purana it is said:
nirastatisayahlada-

sukha-bhavaika-laksana

bhesajarh bhagavat-praptir
ekantatyantiki mata

"Meeting with the Supreme Personality of Godhead, a meeting that is filled
with the greatest bliss, is the final cure for the disease known as continued
residence in the material world."

In Srimad-Bhagavatam (2.10.6) it is said:

muktir hitvanyatha-raparn
sva-rlipena vyavasthitih

"Liberation is the permanent situation of the form of the living entity after he
gives up the changeable gross and subtle material bodies."*
Srila Jiva Gosvami explains:

sva-rapena vyavasthitir nama sva-ripa-saksat-kara ucyate.

"The phrase “sva-ripena vyavasthitih' in this verse means that the original form
of the spirit soul is again manifested."

Satra 122

sa svaripa-siddha vastu-siddha ceti dvi-vidha

sa - that; svaripa-siddha - svarapa-siddha; vastu-siddha - vastu-siddha; ca -



also; iti - thus; dvi-vidha - two kinds.

There are two kinds of liberation: 1. svaraipa-siddha (perfection of one's
original form) and 2. vastu-siddha (perfection of opulences).

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

Svaruipa-siddha mukti is described in Brhad-aranyaka Upanisad (4.4.7):

yada sarve pramucyante
kama ye 'sya hrdi sthitah

atha marto 'mrta bhavaty
atra brahma samasnute

"When all material desires have fled from his heart, the soul trapped in the
world of birth and death becomes immortal. Then he enjoys the company of the
Supreme Personality of Godhead."

Vastu-siddha mukti is described in the Chandogya Upanisad (8.12.3):

atha sa esa samprasado 'smac charirat samutthaya param jyoti-rapam sampadya
svena rupenabhinispadyate

"The enlightened soul then leaves his material body behind and goes to meet
the effulgent Supreme Personality of Godhead. Then the soul manifests his
original spiritual form."

Svartipa-siddha mukti is also described in Srimad-Bhagavatam (1.3.33):

yatreme sad-asad-rape
pratisiddhe su-samvida
avidyayatmani krte
iti tad brahma-darsanam

"Whenever a person experiences, by self realization, that both the gross and
subtle bodies have nothing to do with the pure self, at that time he sees himself as
well as the Lord."*

Vastu-siddha mukti is also described in Srimad-Bhagavatam (1.3.34):



yady esoparata devi
maya vaisaradi matih
sampanna eveti vidur
mahimni sve mahiyate

"If the illusory energy subsides and the living entity becomes fully enriched
with knowledge by the grace of the Lord, then he becomes at once enlightened
with self realization and thus becomes situated in his own glory."*

Srila Jiva Gosvami describes the condition of a person liberated even in this life:

akincanasya dantasya
santasya sama-cetasah

maya santusta-manasah
sarva-sukhamaya disah

tatrotkrantavasthayarm saivantima muktis ca paficadha. salokya-sarsti-sarapata-
samipya-sayujyeti bhedena. esa ca panca-vidhapi gunatita sayujye ca antara-saksat-
kara eva. tathapi prakata-sphurti-laksanarm tat susupti-vadanatirh prakata-sphurti-
laksanad brahma-sayujyad bhidyate.

"In Srimad-Bhagavatam (11.14.13) it is said:

" *One who does not desire anything within this world, who has achieved peace
by controlling his senses, whose consciousness is equal in all conditions, and
whose mind is completely satisfied in Me finds only happiness wherever he
goes k%%

"Final liberation is described in this verse. There are five kinds of liberation: 1.
to be one with the Lord, 2. to achieve residence on the Lord's planet, 3. to have the
Lord's opulences, 4. to possess bodily features similar to the Lord's, and 5. to gain
personal association with the Lord. These kinds of liberation are beyond the touch
of the modes of material nature. In these kinds of liberation the Lord directly
appears before His devotee. Only in the liberation where the soul becomes one
with the Lord does the Lord not directly appear."

Satra 123

sa bhakter anapayini sahacari

sa - that; bhakter - of devotional service; anapayini - constant; sahacari -
companion.



Liberation is the eternal companion of devotional service.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Gopala-tapani Upanisad (1.14) it is said:

bhakti-rahasya-bhajanam tad ihamutropadhi-nairasye naivasmin manasah
kalpanam etad eva ca naiskarmyam.

"Devotional service to Lord Krsna is performed when the heart no longer
desires any material benefit to be obtained in this life or the next. That is freedom
from the bonds of karma."

In the Narada-pancaratra it is said:

hari-bhakti-maha-devyah
sarvamuktadi-siddhayah

bhuktayas cadbhutas tasyas
cetikavad anuvratah

"Liberation and a host of wonderful pleasures and perfections are the servants
and followers of devotional service."

Srila Jiva Gosvami explains:

prityaiva atyantika-duhkha-nivrttis ca, sa pritith vina tat-svariipasya tad-
dharmantara-vrndasya ca tat-saksat-karo na sampadyate. yatra sa tatravasyam eva
sampadyate. yavaty eva priti-sampattis tavaty eva tat-sampattih. sukham ca
nirupadhi-prityasvadu. tasmat purusena saiva sarvada anvestavyeti.

"Priti puts an end to sufferings. Without priti the Lord does not directly appear.
Therefore priti must be manifested. To the extent that priti is manifested, to that
extent one attains good fortune. Because of priti one becomes free from the
material body and is able to enjoy spiritual happiness. Therefore the spiritual
aspirant should strive to attain priti."

Suatra 124



bhaktih kadacij jnana-vairagya-parisevita

bhaktih - devotional service; kadacit - sometimes; j 24ana - by knowledge;
vairagya - and renunciation; parisevita - served.

Devotional service is sometimes served by knowledge and renunciation.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Katha Upanisad (2.1.2) it is said:

paracah kaman anuyanti balas
te mrtyor yanti vitatasya pasam
atha dhira amrtatvam viditva
dhruvam adhruvesv iha na prarthayante.

"Fools follow their material desires and run into the noose of death. The wise
know what is eternal. They do not seek anything in this world where nothing is
eternal."

In Srimad-Bhagavatam (1.2.12) it is said:

tac chraddadhana munayo
jhana-vairagya-yuktaya

pasyanty atmani catmanam
bhaktya sruta-grhitaya

"The seriously inquisitive student or sage, well equipped with knowledge and
detachment, realizes that Absolute Truth by rendering devotional service in terms
of what he has heard from the Vedanta-sruti."*

In Srimad-Bhagavatam (1.2.7) it is said:

vasudeve bhagavati
bhakti-yogah prayojitah

janayaty asu vairagyar
jhanam ca yad ahaitukam

"By rendering devotional service unto the Personality of Godhead, Sri Krsna,
one immediately acquires causeless knowledge and detachment from the world."*



Srila Ripa Gosvami (Sri Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu 1.2.248, 249, and 251)
explains:

jhana-vairagyayor bhakti-
pravesayopayogita
isat prathamam eveti =~ nangatvam ucitam tayoh

yad ubhe citta-kathinya-
hett praye satarh mate

sukumara-svabhaveyarn
bhaktim tad-dhetur rita

kintu jaana-viraktadi-

sadhyarh bhaktyaiva sidhyati.

"In the beginning spiritual knowledge and renunciation may be appropriate for
devotional service, but they are not really a part of devotional service, and in the
end they become inappropriate. Spiritual knowledge and renunciation tend to
make the heart very hard, but devotional service makes the heart very soft.
Whatever good a person would have attained by spiritual knowledge and
renunciation he attains perfectly by engaging in devotional service."

Suatra 125
svatas tad-apeksa-stunya svatantra ca

svatas - naturally; tad - eith them; apeksa - relationship; stnya - devoid,
svatantra - independent; ca - also.

Devotional service is independent. It does not depend on knowledge and
renunciation.
Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Taittiriya Upanisad it is said:

anando brahmano vidvan
na bibheti kutascana



"He who knows the blissful Supreme Personality of Godhead never fears."

In Srimad-Bhagavatam (11.14.20, 21, and 24), the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, Lord Krsna, said:

na sadhayati mar yogo

na sankhyarh dharma uddhava
na svadhyayas tapas tyago

yatha bhaktir mamorjita

"My dear Uddhava, neither through astanga-yoga (the mystic yoga system to
control the senses), nor through impersonal monism or an analytical study of the
Absolute Truth, nor through study of the Vedas, nor through practice of
austerities, nor through charity, nor through acceptance of sannyasa can one
satisfy Me as much as one can by developing unalloyed devotional service unto
Me."*

bhaktyaham ekaya grahyah
sraddhayatma priyah satam

bhaktih punati man-nistha
$vapakan api sambhavat

"Being very dear to the devotees and sadhus, I am attained through unflinching
faith and devotional service. This bhakti-yoga system, which gradually increases
attachment for Me, purifies even a human being born among dog-eaters. That is to
say, everyone can be elevated to the spiritual platform by the process of bhakti-

yoga."*

vag gadgada dravate yasya cittam
rudaty atbhiksnarh hasati kvacic ca

vilajja udgayati nrtyate ca
mad-bhakti-yukto bhuvanarh punati

"A devotee whose speech is sometimes choked up, whose heart melts, who
cries continually and sometimes laughs, who feels ashamed and cries out loudly
and then dances, a devotee thus fixed in loving service to Me purifies the entire
universe."***

Srila Riipa Gosvami (Sri Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu 1.2.157-161) explains:

proktena laksanenaiva



bhakter adhikrtasya ca
angatve munir aste 'pi
nityady-akhila-karmanam

"A person always engaged in the activities of devotional service attains the good
qualities of true renunciation already described.

jnanasyadhyatmikasyapi
vairagyasya ca phalgunah
spastatartharn punar api
tad evedarm nirakrtam

"An impersonalist, however, does not attain true renunciation. His
renunciation is false.

dhana-sisyadibhir dvarair
ya bhaktir upapadyate

vidaratvad uttamata-
hanya tasyas ca nangata

"One should not be very eager to accumulate money and disciples. They can
distract the devotee and they are not necessary parts of devotional service.

viSesanatvam evaisam
samhsrayanty adhikarinam
vivekadin yato 'misam
api nangatvam ucyate

"To be expert in philosophy and able to discern what is true and what is not, is
not a necessary feature of a person engaged in devotional service.

krsnonmukharh svayarh yanti
yamah Saucadayas tatha

ity esam ca na yukta syad
bhakty-angantara-patita

"Purification of consciousness, purification of bodily activities, austerities,
peace of mind, etc. all become automatically manifest in a person who is engaged
in devotional service.* Therefore the devotee need not endeavor separately to



attain them."

Satra 126

sa jiva-svabhava-mahima-rapa

sa - that; jiva - of the individual spirit souls; svabhava - own nature; mahima -
glory; rapa - form.

Devotional service reveals the glory of the soul's true nature.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Brhad-aranyaka Upanisad it is said:

esasya parama gatir esasya parama sampad esasya paramo loka esasya parama
ananda etasyaivanandasyanyani bhtitani matram upajivanti.

"Devotional service is the supreme goal, the supreme wealth, the supreme
abode, and the supreme bliss. All blisses come from it."

In Srimad-Bhagavatam (10.14.32) it is said:

aho bhagyam aho bhagyar
nanda-gopa-vrajaukasam

yan mitramh paramanandari
purna-brahma sanatanam

"How greatly fortunate are Nanda Maharaja, the cowherd men, and all the
inhabitants of Vrajabhtimi! There is no limit to their good fortune because the
Absolute Truth, the source of all transcendental bliss, the eternal Supreme
Brahman, has become their friend."*

Srila Jiva Gosvami explains:

svarapa-Sakti-sambandhan mayantardhane sarhsara-nasah. yesam tu mate muktav
anandanubhavo nasti tesam pum-arthata na sampadyate. svato 'pi vastunah
sphuranabhave nirarthakatvat. na ca sukham aharh syam iti kasya vid-iccha. kintu
sukham aham anubhavamity eva. tat-sampatti-labhat sve mahimni svartpa-



sampattav api mahiyate pajyate prakrsta-prakaso bhavatity arthah.

"By the touch of the potency that reveals the soul's original form, the illusory
potency maya disappears and the cycle of repeated birth and death is broken. Thus
liberated, the soul experiences transcendental bliss. In this way one attains the real
goal of life. As long as one does not seek this real goal of life the true reality will
not be manifested to him. Therefore a person who desires spiritual knowledge
never says, I am happy in the material world with material things'. However, when
he attains spiritual knowledge, he says, "Now I am happy'. The word "mahimni'
here means "when the opulence of his original spiritual form is manifested', and
“mahiyate' means “is worshiped'. In this way the glory of the soul is manifested.
That is the meaning."

Satra 127

baddhanam sa kevalam sadhu-prasanga-ja

baddhanarm - of the conditioned souls; sa - that; kevalarh - only; sadhu - of
devotees; prasanga - from association; ja - born.

Devotional service takes its birth among conditioned souls only when they
associate with saintly devotees.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Svetasvatara Upanisad (6.23) it is said:

yasya deve para bhaktir
yatha deve tatha gurau

tasyaite kathita hy arthah
prakasante mahatmanah

"Only unto those great souls who have implicit faith in both the Lord and the
spiritual master are all the imports of Vedic knowledge automatically revealed."*

In Srimad-Bhagavatam (10.51.53) it is said:
bhavapavarga-bhranmato yada bhavej

janasya tarhy acyuta-sat-samagamah
sat-sangamo yarhi tadaiva sad-gatau



paravarese tvayi jayate ratih

"O my Lord! O infallible Supreme Person! When a person wandering
throughout the universes becomes eligible for liberation from material existence,
he gets an opportunity to associate with devotees. When he associates with
devotees, his attraction for You is awakened. You are the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, the highest goal of the supreme devotees and the Lord of the universe."

*

Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu (Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya 22.83) explains:

krsna-bhakti janma mila haya sadhu-sanga

"The root cause of devotional service to Lord Krsna is association with
advanced devotees."*

Srila Ramanuja Svami explains:

vaisnavanarm hi sangatya
samyag jnanarm prajayate

tena nisreyasa-praptir
bhavisyati su-niscayam

"By associating with saintly devotees one attains transcendental knowledge. In
this way one certainly attains the best thing that can be attained.

atah sarvatmana karya
vaisnavanarn hi sangatih

pratikaladi-samsarga-
manasarh bhasanadayah

"One should whole-heartedly associate with saintly Vaisnavas. With all one's
heart one should do good to them. One should converse with them and associate
with them in various ways."

su-daratah parityajyah
prapannanarh mahatmanam

ayarh hi caramopayo
nanyopayas tatah param



"One should stay far away from nondevotees. Association with great souls who
are surrendered to the Lord is the great way to make advancement in devotional
service. There is no way better than this."

Satra 128

bhagavat-krpa-hetuka

bhagavat - of the Supreme Personality of Godhead; krpa - the mercy; hetuka -
the caue.

The Lord's mercy is also the cause of attaining devotional service.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Katha Upanisad (1.2.20) it is said:

anor aniyan mahato mahiyan
atmasya jantor nihitah guhayam
tam akratuh pasyati vita-Soko
dhatuh prasadan mahimanam atmanah

"Both the Supersoul (Paramatma) and the atomic soul (jivatma) are situated on
the same tree of the body within the same heart of the living being, and only one
who has become free from all material desires as well as lamentations can, by the
grace of the Supreme, understand the glories of the soul."*

In the Narada-bhakti-sttra it is said:

mukhyatas tu mahat-krpayaiva bhagavat-krpa-lesad va.

"Primarily one attains devotional service by the mercy of the great devotees, but
one may also attain it from a small particle of the mercy of the Supreme Lord
Himself.

Srila Vallabha Svami explains:

mahatam krpaya yavad
bhagavan dayayisyati



tavad ananda-sandohah
kirtamanah sukhaya hi

"By the mercy of great souls one attains the mercy of the Supreme Lord. In this
way one becomes glorious and blissful."

Suatra 129

amnaya-prabhava ca

amnaya - the Vedic literatures passed down through teh disciplic succesion;
prabhava - power; ca - also.

The Vedic knowledge, passed down through the disciplic succession, is
another cause of devotional service.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Mundaka Upanisad (1.1-3) it is said:

brahma devanar prathamah sambabhiiva visvasya karta bhuvanasya gopta. sa
brahma-vidyar sarva-vidya-pratistham atharvaya jyestha-putraya praha. atharvena
yam pravadeta brahmatha vartam purovacangire brahma-vidyarh sa bharadvajaya
satyavahaya praha bharadvajo 'ngirase paravaram. saunako ha vai mahasalo
'mgirasarh vidhivad upasannah papraccha. kasmin bhagavo vijiapte sarvam idam
vijiatarh bhavatiti.

"Lord Brahma, who is the first-born of the demigods and the creator and
protector of the worlds, spoke this knowledge of the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, the best of all knowledge, to his eldest son, Atharvan. Atharvan then
spoke this spiritual knowledge to Angira Muni, and Angira Muni spoke it to
Satyavaha Muni of the Bharadvaja dynasty. Noble-hearted Saunaka Muni
respectfully approached Angira Muni and asked: O master, what is the one Reality
by knowing whom all else becomes known?"

In the Padma Purana it is said:
sampradaya-vihina ye

mantras te viphala matah
atah akalu bhavisyanti



catvara sampradayinah

$ri-brahma-rudra-sanaka-
vaisnavah ksiti-pavanah

catvaras te kalau bhavya
hy utkale purusottamat

"Unless one is initiated by a bona-fide spiritual master in the disciplic
succession, the mantra he might have received is without any effect.* For this
reason four Vaisnava disciplic successions, inaugurated by Laksmi-devi, Lord
Brahma, Lord Siva, and Sanaka-kumara, will appear in the holy place of Jagannatha
Purl in Orissa and purify the entire earth during the age of Kali."

Srila Baladeva Vidyabhaisana, who wrote a commentary on Vedanta-siitra,
explains (Sr1 Prameya-ratnavali 1.7):

sri-krsna-brahma-devarsi-
badarayana-samjnakan

sri-madhva-s$ri-padmanabha-
$riman-nrhari-madhavan

aksobhya-jayatirtha-sri-
jhanasindhu-dayanidhin

sri-vidyanidhi-rajendra-
jayadharman kramad vayam

purusottama-brahmanya-
vyasatirthams ca sarnstumah

tato laksmipatirh Sriman-
madhavendras ca bhaktitah

tac-chisyan $risvaradvaita-
nityanandan jagad-gurum

devam iSvara-Sisyarm Sri-
caitanyarn ca bhajamahe

Sri-krsna-prema-danena
yena nistaritar jagat

"Withe great devotion we glorify the spiritual masters in the Gaudiya Vaisnava
disciplic succesion. A list of their names follows: 1. Lord Krsna, the Supreme
Personality of Godhead, 2. Brahma, 3. Narada, 4. Vyasa, 5. Madhvacarya, 6.
Padmanabha, 7. Nrhari, 8. Madhava, 9. Aksobhya, 10. Jayatirtha, 11. Jaanasindhu,
12. Dayanidhi, 13. Vidyanidhi, 14. Rajendra, 15. Jayadharma, 16. Purusottama, 17.
Brahmanya, 18. Vyasatirtha, 19. Laksmipati, 20. Madhavendra Puri, and 21. ISvara
Puri, Advaita Prabhu, and Nityananda Prabhu (who were all disciples of



Madhavendra Purl). We worship I$vara Puri's disciple, Lord Caitanya
Mahaprabhu, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, who delivered the entire
universe by granting the gift of Krsna-prema, pure love for Lord Krsna."

Satra 130

purusa-cesta hy adrsta-janany atha sadhavah sarvatmana sevyah
purusa - of a person; cesta - the activities; hi - indeed; adrsta - of destiny; janani

- the mother; atha - therefore; sadhavah - saintly devotees; sarvatmana - with all
one;s heart; sevyah - should be served.

A person's actions are the mother of his future destiny. Therefore with all
one's heart one should serve the saintly devotees.

Commentary by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura

In the Brhad-aranyaka Upanisad it is said:

sa va ayarh puruso jayamanah Sariram abhisampadyamanah. papmabhih samsrjyate
sa utkraman mriyamanah papmano vijahati.

"Taking birth, the soul enters a material body. Here he has a choice. He may
commit sins, or he may, on dying, leave all his sins behind."
In the Prasna Upanisad (6.8)) it is said:

tvarh hi nah pita yo 'smakam avidyayah param pararh tarayasiti. namah parama-
rsibhyo namah parama-rsibhyah.

"(After hearing the answers to all their questions, the students) worshiped the
sage and said, “You are our father. You have taken us to the farther shore of this
ocean of ignorance. We offer our obeisances to the great sages. We offer our
obeisances to the great sages."

In the Padma Purana it is said:

aradhananam sarvesam
visnor aradhanar param



tasmat paratarar devi
tadiyanam samarcanam

"My dear Devi, although the Vedas recommend worship of demigods, the
worship of Lord Visnu is topmost. However, above the worship of Visnu is the
rendering of service to Vaisnavas, who are related to Lord Visnu."*

na sudra bhagavad-bhaktas
tesarh bhagavata narah
sarva-varnesu te sudra
ye na bhakta janardane

"The devotees of the Supreme Personality of Godhead are never to be
considered stidras. The word stdra can be applied only to they who are not
devotees of the Supreme Personality of Godhead."

In Srimad-Bhagavatam (5.5.2) it is said:

mahat-sevam dvaram ahur vimuktes
tamo-dvararh yositarm sangi-sangah

"One can attain the path of liberation from material bondage only by rendering
service to highly advanced spiritual personalities. For those who are not interested
in such activities, who associate with people fond of women and sex, the path to
hell is wide open."*

In Srimad-Bhagavatam (1.18.13) it is said:

tulayama lavenapi
na svargarin napunar-bhavam
bhagavat-sangi-sangasya
martyanar kim utasisah

"The value of a moment's association with the devotee of the Lord cannot even
be compared to the attainment of heavenly planets or liberation from matter, and
what to speak of worldly benedictions in the form of material prosperity, which
are for those who are meant for death."*

In Srimad-Bhagavatam (11.2.29) it is said:



durlabho manuso deho
dehinarh ksana-bhangurah

tatrapi durlabharh manye
vaikuntha-priya-darsanam

"For the conditioned souls, the human body is most difficult to achieve, and it
can be lost at any moment. But I think that even those who have achieved human
life rarely gain the association of pure devotees, who are dear to the Lord of
Vaikuntha."***

In the Narada-bhakti-stitra it is said:

nasti tesarh jati-vidya-rapa-kula-dhana-kriya-vibhedah.

"Differences of birth, education, beauty, family, wealth, and good deeds do not
apply to they who are devotees of the Supreme Personality of Godhead."

Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu (Sr1 Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya 22.54) explains:

sadhu-sanga sadhu-sanga sarva $astra kaya
lava matra sadhu-sange sarva siddhi haya

"The verdict of all revealed scriptures is that by even a moment's association
with a pure devotee one can attain all success."*

Srila Balarama dasa explains:

bhaire sadhu-sanga kara bhala haiya
sa bhava tariya jabe mahananda sukha pabe
nitai caitanya guna ganya

"O brother, please associate with the saintly Vaisnavas. In this way you will
cross the ocean of repeated birth and death. Please chant the glories of Lord
Caitanya and Lord Nityananda. In this way you will become filled with bliss.

caurasi laksa-janma kariya srama
bhalai durlabha deha panya

mahater daya-diya bhakti-paye na caliya
janma jaya akarane bhaiya



"After a great labor of many thousands of births you have attained this rare
human body. By the mercy of the great souls please engage in devotional service.
Then you will put an end to repeated birth and death.

mala mudra kari besa bhajanera nahi lesa
phiri ami loka dekhaiya

makhalera phala lala dekhite sundara bhala
bhangile se deya phelaiya

"I do not have any of the garlands, rings, or garments of devotional service. 1
am only a huckster. I have thrown away all that is beautiful.

candana tarura kache jata brksa lata ache
atma sama kare bayu diya

hena sadhu-sanga sara nai balarama chara
bhava-kape rahilan padiya

"I am like a vine born among sandal trees. Balarama dasa did not attain the

treasure of association with saintly devotees. That is why he remains in this blind
well of birth and death."



