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Introduction

namo bhaktivinodaya sac-cid-ananda-namine
gaura-sakti-svarupaya riipanuga-varaya te

“I offer my respectful obeisances unto Srila Saccidananda
Bhaktivinoda, who is the transcendental energy of Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu. He is a strict follower of the Gosvamis, headed
by Srila Rapa Gosvami.”

Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura was the seventh gosvami. The
famous gosvamis were directly ordered and empowered by
Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu to spread Lord Krsna’s teachings
for the benefit of all those bereft of the Lord’s loving
association.

nana-sastra-vicaranaika-nipunau sad-dharma-samsthapakau

lokanam hita-karinau tri-bhuvane manyau saranyakarau
radha-krsna-padaravinda-bhajananandena mattalikau

vande riupa-sanatanau raghu-yugau sri-jiva-gopalakau

“I offer my respectful obeisances unto the six Gosvamis,
namely Sri Rupa Gosvami, Sri Sanatana Gosvami, Sri
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Raghunatha Bhatta Gosvami, Sri Raghunatha dasa Gosvami,
Sri Jiva Gosvami, and Sri Gopala Bhatta Gosvami, who are
very expert in scrutinizingly studying all the revealed scriptures
with the aim of establishing eternal religious principles for
the benefit of all human beings. Thus they are honored all
over the three worlds and they are worth taking shelter of
because they are absorbed in the mood of the gopis and are
engaged in the transcendental loving service of Radha and
Krsna.”

Sisira Kumara Ghosa, an intellectual and a contemporary
of Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura, wrote in one of his letters to
the Thakura, “I have not seen the Six Gosvamis of Vrndavana,
but I consider you to be seventh Gosvami.” Srila
Bhaktivinoda’s literary contribution to the Gaudiya Vaisnavas’
philosophy and practice can only be compared to the works
of the famed Six Gosvamis. Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura was
single-handedly responsible for reestablishing Lord Caitanya
Mahaprabhu’s sarikirtana movement, which had almost been
lost by the mid-nineteenth century due to the unscrupulous
practices of pseudo Vaisnavas (sahajiyas). The sahajiya
influence had perverted the purity of the mission, and the
mission had degenerated as a result. This degradation
continued under British rule. However, Srila Bhaktivinoda
Thakura worked tirelessly to restore the Vaisnava creed’s
purity, dignity, and respectability among the cultured elite of
his day.

He also sowed the seeds for the future worldwide
propagation of Lord Caitanya’s mission. In 1896, he sent a
copy of his pamphlet, “Caitanya Mahaprabhu, His Life and
Precepts,” to the library of the Royal Asiatic Society in London
and to McGill University of Canada, as well as several other
respectable foreign institutions. That same glorious year, His

xii
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Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, the
greatest exponent of the modern day Krsna consciousness
movement, was born.

This is the second volume of Sri Bhaktivinoda Vani
Vaibhava. The first volume covers sambandha, and this second
volume discusses abhidheya and prayojana. We had originally
planned to publish this material in three volumes, but because
the prayojana section was too small to warrant its own book,
we decided to publish in two volumes.

Krsna consciousness is a dynamic process. Understanding
and applying it guarantees that we will one day develop love
of God. Thus, our acaryas have written tremendous amount
of literature to explain the Krsna conscious process. They
have divided Krsna conscious development into three levels,
namely, sambandha, abhidheya, and prayojana. Sambandha
refers to understanding our relationship with the Supreme
Lord and His creations, abhidheya refers to the practical
aspects of developing that relationship, and prayojana refers
to achievement of the goal, pure love of God. All Gaudiya
Vaisnava acaryas recognize these three conceptions and base
their teachings upon them.

Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura wrote more than one hundred
volumes of devotional literature during his life. His books are
as good as Vedic scripture, and we can develop pure devotion
to the Lord by absorbing and applying his teachings. But in
this age we seem to have so little time to study religious subject
matter, and so little capacity to understand what we do study.
Therefore, the great personality, Sundarananda Vidyavinoda
Prabhu, one of Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura’s
prominent disciples, made a deep study of all of Srila
Bhaktivinoda Thakura’s writings, and, on his Guru Maharaja’s
order, composed questions that related to sambandha,
abhidheya, and prayojana. He then answered those questions
by drawing directly from Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura’s
writings. Sripada Sundarananda Prabhu writes, “A number

Xiii
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of times, Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Gosvami

Prabhupada, who was nondifferent from Srila Bhaktivinoda

Thakura, directly ordered me, an insignificant creature, to.
carefully collect all the jewel-like instructions of Srila

Bhaktivinoda Thakura and distribute them to the people of

the world in this format. To purify myself, I took up his order,

and under the subordination of the Vaisnavas, I have

endeavored to compile this book.” Thus, we have Sripada

Sundarananda Prabhu’s perfect questions and Srila

Bhaktivinoda Thakura’s perfect answers.

I pray that the devotees will be pleased with this book and
thus bestow their causeless mercy upon me. I have no
qualification, but if somehow the Lord’s devotees are pleased
by the publication of this book, I will consider my life
successful.

Praying to attain the service of all the Lord’s devotees,
Isvara dasa ’
Completed on the appearance day of Srila

Bhaktivinoda Thakura, September 2003, in Sri
Vrndavana Dhama.
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The Science of Abhidheya

1. What is abhidheya?

A human being should be inquisitive to know who he is,
what the universe is, what God is, and what the relationship is
between himself, God, and the material world. Knowledge of
these four items—namely oneself, the universe, God, and their
intrinsic relationship—is called sambandha-jnana, or the
knowledge of one’s relationship. When one’s relationship with
the Supreme Lord is established, the next program is to act
within that relationship. This is €alled abhidheya, or activity
in relationship with the Lord.

(Commentary on Caitanya-caritamrta Adi 7.146)

2. What is the “science of abhidheya”? ;

To cultivate Krsna consciousness with a proper code of
conduct is called the science of abhidheya. Since this science
has been prominently addressed in the Vedic literatures,
Sriman Mahaprabhu has called it the science of abhidheya.

(Jaiva Dharma, Chapter 4)

3. Is it possible for a conditioned soul to attain perfection
without following sadhana?
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A conditioned soul should not disregard the sadhana
process. Rather, he should practice sadhana carefully. The
more one practices sadhana, the more one approaches
perfection.

(Sajjana Tosani 11/5)

4. How is the relationship between the living entities and
the Supreme Lord revived?

There is a confidential relationship between the living entity
and the Supreme Lord. When one’s spontaneous attachment
for the Lord is awakened, this relationship is revived. Although
this relationship is eternal, it has been dormant in the
conditioned souls. Just as fire is ignited by rubbing a matchstick
or striking two pieces of stone, similarly by following the
process of sadhana this relationship becomes manifest.

(Caitanya-siksamrta 1/1)

5. What is seva?
Cultivation of Krsna consciousness is the only function
of the living entity. In the liberated stage the cultivation of

Krsna consciousness is called seva or service.
(Tattva Sutra 33)

6. How many kinds of devotional service are there?

The processes of devotional service are divided into two.
These are direct or primary devotional service in the form of
hearing and chanting, and the indirect or secondary devotional
service in the form of performing selfless activities for Krsna’s
pleasure.

(Commentary on Bhagavad-gita 2.41)

7. What is the indirect or secondary process of devotional
service?

The vow to satisfy Lord Hari by following varnasrama-
dharma is the indirect or secondary process of devotional
service.

(Harinama-cintamani)
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8. What are the symptoms of pure devotional service?

Offering the result of one’s karma to the Lord is superior
to following the principles of varnasrama. Accepting the
renounced order of life after giving up one’s occupational duties
is superior to offering the fruits of one’s karma to the Lord.
Executing devotional service mixed with impersonal knowledge
is superior to accepting sannyasa. Although the above
processes can be considered devotional service, they are all
external, because pure devotional service, which is the ultimate
goal of life, is not found in the conclusion of these processes.
Devotional service with material designation can never be
called pure devotional service; pure devotional service is a
totally separate truth. It is eternally independent of karma,
sannyasa, and jiiana. The symptoms of pure devotional service
are freedom from the desire for sense gratification. Neither
fruitive activities nor mental speculation can cover it. Pure
devotion is always executed favorably for Krsna’s pleasure.
Pure devotional service is the ultimate goal of life. What is
glimpsed at the sadhaka’s stage is clearly visible when one
attains the sadhya.

(Commentary on Caitanya-caritamrta Madhya 8.68)

9. What is the path of the mahajanas?

Our mahajanas’ path is that which was shown by Srila
Vyasadeva, Sukadeva Gosvami, Prahlada Mabharaja, and Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu and His associates. We are not to leave
aside that path to follow the instructions of new, puffed-up
devotees.

(Sajjana Tosani 10/10)

10. Can the path of spiritual life be freshly created?

A path cannot be manufactured. Whatever path is there
should be accepted by sadhus. Those who are proud and want
fame try vigorously to discover new paths. Those who have good
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fortune from past lives give up pride and respect the established
path. Those who are unfortunate walk on a new path and thus

cheat the world.
(Sajjana Tosani 11/6)

11. What is the previous mahajanas’ path of bhajana?
The path of bhajana displayed by the previous mahajanas’
is to constantly chant the holy names of Hari with firm
determination and to show compassion to all living entities.
(Sajjana Tosani 11/6)

12. What is the nature of bhajana performed under the
complete shelter of the holy names of Hari?

There are many disciplines and processes of worship, but
the process of chanting the holy name is paramount. All the
saintly Vaisnavas since Lord Caitanya have followed the same
singular method of chanting as enunciated by Srila Haridasa
Thakura. Even the ancient Vaisnava sages residing in Vraja-
dhama have chanted in this same manner. The elevated
Vaisnavas residing in Puri, whom we were fortunate to have
seen with our own eyes and who were constantly relishing the
divine nectar of the holy names, are following the same method
of chanting. Both Sanatana Gosvami and Gopala Bhatta
Gosvami have unequivocally established in the Hari-bhakti-
vilasa that the singular procedure for chanting the holy name
is to chant free of offense, incessantly, and in a secluded spot
away from the tumult of material activities.

(Introduction to Harinama-cintamani)

13. What is Vaisnava religion?

Congregationally chanting the holy names of the Lord
according to one’s qualification is called Vaisnava religion.

(Harinama-cintamanti)
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14. At what point can the cultivation of knowledge be
called regulative devotional service?
The fruit of karma is material enjoyment; the fruit of jiana
is liberation. It is to be understood that devotional service is
the ultimate fruit of them both. Whenever cultivation of
knowledge is not aimed at devotional service, it is materially
designated and averse to the Lord. Whenever it is aimed at
devotional service, it is called regulative devotional service.
(Introduction to Bhagavad-gita)

15. Which devotional service is the eternal constitutional
duty of a living entity?

That devotional service that remains before, during, and
after liberation is a separate, eternal truth. That is the eternal
constitutional duty of a living entity. Liberation is only an
irrelevant fruit attained before one achieves pure devotional
service.

(Jaiva Dharma, Chapter 6)

16. Which jidana is desirable and which abominable?

The jaana (cultivation of knowledge) that awakens one’s
devotional service and that is performed in order to achieve
devotional service is the most desirable. The jiana that rejects
the supreme path of devotional service and simply imparts
information about the gross external world is extremely
abominable.

(Sajjana Tosani 11/10)

17. What is the mature stage of pure knowledge?

The devotional service executed by the Vaisnavas is the
mature stage of pure knowledge.

(Sajjana Tosani 11/10)
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18. When can one attain pure devotional service?

When the “distressed” living entities give up their desire
for material enjoyment, when the “inquisitive” living entities
give up their desire for worldly morality, when the “needy”
living entities give up their desire for attaining heavenly
pleasures, and when the “impersonalists” give up their desire
for merging into the existence of Brahman and their thinking
that the Absolute Truth is temporary, then these four types
of living entities can become eligible to perform devotional
service. As long as they maintain such desires their devotional
service is impure and materially designated. When their
desires are destroyed, then their devotional service is called
pure unalloyed devotional service.

(Commentary on Bhagavad-gita 7.16)

19. Is renunciation a limb of devotional service?

Just as darkness follows light, so where there is devotional
service, renunciation automatically follows. But renunciation
with an adverse quality cannot be counted as a limb of
devotional service. As shadow is not a limb of light but a
concomitant, so renunciation is only a companion of devotional
service. The conclusion is that knowledge and renunciation
must accompany devotional service, but they cannot be called
limbs of devotional service.

(Tattva Sitra 33)

20. What is the difference between karma and service to
Hari?

The constitutional duties of a pure spirit soul are called
service to the Lord and the materially designated activities of
a conditioned soul are called karma. When a living entity is
freed from matter, his activities are without material
designations.

(Introduction to Bhagavad-gita)
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the holy names of Hari?
Performance of karma is like a dark well compared to the
ocean of mellows of the Lord’s holy names. One should give
up all kinds of worship and constantly chant the holy names
of Hari in the association of the devotees who are attached to
chanting the holy names. This is most desirable.
(Sajjana Tosani 11/6)

22. What are the two colors of devotional service?

Devotional service has two colors, devotional service mixed
with the knowledge of opulence, and pure unalloyed devotional
service. When one worships the Supreme Lord with gratitude,
fear, and reverence, it is called devotional service mixed with
opulence. Worship of Narayana, the Lord of the spiritual sky,
is devotional service mixed with opulence. Worshiping the
Supreme Lord Krsna, who is eternal and full of knowledge
and bliss is called pure unalloyed devotional service.

(Tattva Sitra 40)

23. How can one become a Vaisnava?
One becomes a Vaisnava by the mercy of a Vaisnava.
(Jaiva Dharma, Chapter 10)

24. What are the primary symptoms of devotional
service?

Full surrender and subordination to the Supreme Lord
are the primary symptoms of devotional service.

(Sajjana Tosani 10/9)

25. Besides chanting the holy names, how should one
accept the other limbs of devotional service?

After accepting the chanting of the holy names of Hari as
the best form of sadhana and taking shelter of the holy names
without deviation, the other devotional limbs can be accepted
only as support for the chanting.

(Sajjana Tosani 11/5)
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26. Do the other limbs of sadhana support the chanting
of Hari’s names?

Chanting the holy names of Hari is the only sadhana. Other
limbs of sadhana simply support the chanting of Hari’s holy
names.

(Sajjana Tosani 11/5)

27. Does one disregard the demigods when he executes
unalloyed devotional service to Hari?

miilete siscile jala—akha-pallavera bala
sire bari nahi karjakara
hari-bhakti ache jarnra sarva-deva bandhu tanra
bhakte sabe korena adara

“If one waters the root of a tree, all the branches and
twigs become nourished, but if one waters the top of a tree, it
will yield no result. Similarly, all the demigods automatically
befriend one who possesses devotion toward Lord Hari. Such
devotees are respected by all.”

(Kalyana-kalpataru, Song 4)

28. Why do we consider bhagavata-dharma eternal while
considering all other dharmas temporary?

Devotional service to Hari is known as suddha-vaisnava-
dharma, nitya-dharma, jaiva-dharma, bhagavata-dharma,
paramatma-dharma, and paradharma. All religious principles
that have arisen from the predisposition toward Brahman and
Paramatma are temporary [because they are materially
motivated]. There is a material motive behind searching for
the impersonal Brahman. Therefore, such searching is causal
and therefore temporary. A conditioned soul trying to free
himself from material bondage takes shelter of temporary
religious principles in the form of searching for the impersonal
Brahman. Therefore, the predisposition toward Brahman is
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not eternal. A living entity who meditates on the Supersoul to
achieve happiness derived from samadhi is also following
temporary religious principles, keeping subtle material
enjoyment within his mind. Therefore the predisposition
toward Paramatma is also not eternal. Only pure bhagavata-
dharma is eternal.

(Jaiva Dharma, Chapter 4)

29. What is the relationship between Vaisnava dharma
and other religious systems?

There are no religious principles other than Vaisnava
dharma. All other religious principles that have been or will
be preached are either supportive or distorted forms of
Vaisnava dharma. Whenever they manifest as supportive, one
should respect them. Whenever they appear to distort
Vaisnava dharma, one should cultivate one’s own devotional
service without being envious.

(Jaiva. Dharma, Chapter 8)

30. What is the only religion free from all cheating
propensities?

There is only one religion in this world: Vaisnava dharma.
All other systems of religion are full of differing opinions,
arguments, counter-arguments, envy, and eagerness to prove
their supremacy over others. Those religious systems that do
not specify the relationship between karma, jiana, bhakti,
and vairagya are all cheating religions. Only Vaisnava dharma
is pure and without cheating. Pure Vaisnava dharma cannot
be polluted by the characteristics and conclusions of pseudo
Vaisnavas.

(Sajjana Tosani 11/10)

31. Are humility and compassion separate from
devotional service?

Humility and compassion are not separate qualities but
are included in devotional service.

(Jaiva Dharma, Chapter 8)
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32. Is devotional service dependent?

Devotional service is fully independent. Bhaktidevi is the
personification of beauty, and as such she does not require
any external beautification.

(Jaiva Dharma, Chapter 8)

33.Is cultivation of devotional service difficult or austere?

This swanlike dharma is simple; it is not very austere.
There are two principles found in it, namely, attachment and
good character. Attachment is applied to the Supreme Lord
and the living entities. One should become fully attached to
the Supreme Lord and maintain brotherly attachment toward
all living entities.

(Tattva Sutra, 50)

34. Are there different stages of devotional service?

There are unlimited stages of devotional service to Krsna.
There is no end to the stages beginning with faith and
proceeding to mahabhava. In those stages one makes gradual
advancement by cultivating Krsna consciousness and
withdrawing the senses from their objects.

(Tattva Sutra, 47)

35. Is liberation the fruit of devotional service?

The transcendentalists do not accept liberation to be the
fruit of devotional service. As long as the desire for material
enjoyment and liberation is present in the heart, pure
devotional service does not manifest.

(Caitanya-siksamrta 5/3)

36. Should one pray to Krsna to be relieved from the
threefold miseries of material existence?

Since becoming free from the material miseries of birth,
death, etc., depends on Krsna’s desire and not on the living
entities’ endeavor, one should not pray for such relief.

(Commentary on Sri Siksastakam, 4)

10
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37. Why is devotional service to Hari considered secret
or confidential?

Devotional service to Hari mostly awards liberation and
thus keeps people happy. Only if it finds a qualified person
does it award pure devotional service.

(Jaiva Dharma, Chapter 19)

11
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Vaidhi-bhakti

1. What is the path of regulative principles?

The rules and regulations given by the self-realized
physicians to remove the conditioned souls’ disease are called
regulative principles. The conditioned souls’ eternal,
constitutional propensities are either dormant or perversely
reflected as attachment for material enjoyment. Prescribing
regulative principles is meant to awaken them to their actual
constitutional propensities.

2. What propensities are prominent in vaidhi-bhakti and
in raganuga-bhakti?

Awe and reverence, fearfulness and faith, are prominent
in vaidhi-bhakti, while intense greed to participate in Krsna’s
pastimes is prominent in raganuga-bhakti.

(Jaiva Dharma, Chapter 21)

3. What is a living entity’s duty prior to attaining the
platform of raga?

It is one’s main duty to take shelter of regulative devotional
service until one’s raga is awakened.

(Caitanya-siksamrta 1/1)

13



| -BHAKTIVINODA VANI VAIBHAVA-

4. What is the difference between smarta-dharma and
sadhana-bhakti?

Smarta-dharma is another name for worldly morality. The
prescribed religious principles designed to bring about spiritual
advancement are called sadhana-bhakti.

(Caitanya-siksamrta 3/1)

5. What is the ultimate benefit for a conditioned soul?

The conditioned souls are prone to material enjoyment,
and thus it is inevitable that they will suffer in the cycle of
birth and death. Serving Krsna by giving up material enjoyment
brings about their ultimate benefit.

(Commentary on Siksastakam, 1)

6. What is the duty of an embodied soul?

As long as you have this material body, carefully remain fixed
in the principles of bhakti. Always serve the devotees, chant the
name of Krsna, worship Radha and Krsna, and remain indifferent
to sense gratification. By the mercy of the devotees, the holy
name, and the dhama, keep undesirable association far away.
Soon you will attain residence in the eternal dhama where pure
service to Radha and Krsna manifests.

(Navadvipa-bhava-tararnga, 107-108)

7. What are the differences between karma-yoga, jiana-
yoga, indirect devotional service, and direct devotional
service?

When one acts for selfish enjoyment, that is called karma-
kanda. When one desires to attain freedom from activity
through knowledge, action karma-kanda becomes jiana-yoga
or karma-yoga. When such activities are performed in a way
that is conducive to the attainment of bhakti, they are called
Jjnana-bhakta-yoga or subsidiary devotional practices. But only
those activities characterized by the principles of pure worship
are called bhakti proper.

(Brahma-samhita 5.61)
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8. How many types of sukrti are there? How can one
accumulate the sukrti born of devotional service?

There are three types of sukrti: sukrti born of karma, sukrti
born of jaana, and sukrti born of bhakti. In the first type of
sukrti, one enjoys the fruits of one’s karma. In the second
type, one attains liberation. In the third type, one develops
firm faith in unalloyed devotional service. Performance of the
limbs of the devotional service without one’s knowledge is
called sukrti born of devotional service.

(Harinama-cintamani, Chapter 1)

9. What is the difference between real bhajana and
shadow bhajana?

The following statements are offered to neophyte Vaisnavas
who practice chanting namabhasa: “Even if one worships
Krsna with various material desires, he will still attain
perfection in devotional service”; “By worshiping Krsna to
fulfill one’s material desire, one attains the mellows of
devotional service to Krsna”; “If an ambitious person worships
Krsna, then even though he does not desire pure devotion,
Krsna will still allow him to serve His lotus feet.” The word
bhajana in this context refers to the unrelenting sadhana
practiced by those who are almost Vaisnavas. But real bhajana
lies in the favorable cultivation of Krsna consciousness without
the desire for sense gratification, fruitive activities, or mental
speculation.

(Sajjana Tosani 4/12)

10. What does it mean for a householder to control the
urge of his genital?

To have sex with one’s legitimate wife is called controlling
the urge of the genital.

(Sajjana Tosani 11/5)
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11. Can foodstuffs cooked by nondevotees or pseudo
devotees be offered to Krsna?

Only foodstuffs cooked by pure devotees should be offered
to Krsna. Nondevotees and pseudo devotees should not be
present while the Vaisnavas are worshiping Krsna.

(Harinama-cintamani)

12. Should one take remnants of demigods? What is the
harm if one does? When can one take the remnants of
demigods and demigoddesses?

Worshipers of the demigods are mostly Mayavadis. If one
accepts prasada from them, one’s devotional service is
diminished. Accepting such prasada is an offense to Bhakti-
devi. If a pure devotee offers the remnants of Krsna to the
demigods and demigoddesses, the demigods accept it with
great pleasure and dance in ecstacy. Thereafter a devotee can
take their prasada and become joyful.

(Jaiva Dharma, Chapter 10)

13. How should those who desire their own benefit be
resolved?

One should maintain simplicity in all one’s activities. One
should not keep one thing in the heart and display something
else in one’s behavior. One should not try to collect cheap
adoration from persons who are averse to devotional service
by displaying artificial symptoms of ecstatic love. One should
be partial to pure devotional service and should not support
any other conclusion. One’s intention and behavior should be
one and the same.

(Sajjana Tosani 8/10)

14. Are the worshipers of Krsna immoral or attached to
matter? When can one actually worship Krsna?

In order to worship Krsna, one must first become saintly.
Women should not associate with men and men should not
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associate with women. If one can gradually give up mundane

thoughts, activities, and try to progress on the path of spiritual

advancement, one will attain the body of a gopi in Vraja. Unless

one becomes a gopi, one will not be able to worship Krsna.
(Sajjana Tosani 10/6)

15. How should one respect Ekadasi day?

On the day before Ekadasi one should remain strictly
celibate. On the day of Ekadasi, one should fast even from
water, stay awake throughout the night, and constantly chant
the holy names of Krsna. On the day after Ekadasi one should
again observe strict celibacy and break one’s fast at the
appropriate time. This is how one should respect Ekadasi.

(Jaiva Dharma, Chapter 20)

16. How should one observe Purusottama-vrata?

There are three kinds of transcendentalists, the svanistha,
parinisthita, and nirapeksa. Vows like the Sri Purusottama-
adhika-masa are meant for the svanistha transcendentalists.
The parinisthita devotees are eligible to observe vows of
Purusottama according to the rules and regulations of Karttika
vrata, as instructed by their respective spiritual teachers.
Because of their propensity to perform unalloyed devotion,
the nirapeksa devotees honor prasada and engage in hearing
and chanting Hari’s holy names day and night throughout the
year according to their ability.

(Sajjana Tosani 10/6)

17. What kind of behavior should one follow?

In whatever asrama one stays, one should give up
attachment for sense enjoyment and follow the principles of
their asrama. One should become enthusiastic about the
execution of devotional service to Krsna and follow the
behavior of devotees.

(Sajjana Tosani 2/7)
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18. What procedure should a conditioned soul follow to
attain Krsna’s mercy?

A conditioned soul should gradually give up the nature
and activities of the modes of passion and ignorance, and
should accept only the mode of goodness in all dealings related
to his livelihood. He should then make those activities fully
transcendental to the material modes by practicing devotional
service. The more one’s practice of devotional service becomes
purified, the more one becomes eligible to receive Krsna’s
mercy.

(Sri Bhagavatarka-maricimala)

19. What is the duty of a renounced Vaisnava?

A renounced Vaisnava should give up associating with his
wife, accumulating wealth, idle talk, palatable foodstuffs,
opulent dress, and over-endeavor, and should spend his days
in a place where he can worship Lord Hari peacefully.

(Sajjana Tosani 5/11)

20. How should a renounced Vaisnava maintain himself?
How will he obtain knowledge about Krsna?

A renunciant must not accumulate wealth. He should
maintain his wife by begging alms every day and should practice
devotional service. He should not get involved in any kind of
enterprise. Becoming involved in business will make him faulty.
The more he worships the Lord with simplicity and humility,
the more he will understand the science of Krsna, by the Lord’s
mercy.

(Sajjana Tosani 10/9)

21. Should a renunciant associate with women?

The Vaisnava who has accepted the renounced order of
life should maintain his livelihood by begging alms door to
door, just like a bee who collects honey from one flower and
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another. He should never converse or associate with women.
He should keep an equal distance from women, kings, and
poisonous snakes.

(Sajjana Tosani 5/10)

22.Is it possible to worship Hari in one’s childhood?

It is improper to think that it is not possible to worship
Lord Hari in one’s childhood. We find in the histories that
Dhruva and Prahlada both achieved the Supreme Lord‘s mercy
in early childhood. If one person is able to do something,
then every person is capable of doing it if he tries. As such,
whatever is practiced from one’s childhood gradually becomes
a habit when one grows up.

(Caitanya-siksamrta 1/1)

23. What are the primary and secondary differences in
the process of bhajana? What harm can be caused by the
secondary differences?

As the human beings in this world gradually move from
uncivilized to civilized, from civilized to scientific, from
scientific to moral, and from moral to devotional, the process
of worshiping God also changes according to the differences
in language, dress, food, and mental condition. If one
considers this from an impartial viewpoint, one can understand
that these secondary differences do not actually cause harm.
As long as there is unanimity in the process of bhajana there
will be no problem at the time of perfection.

(Caitanya-siksamrta 1/1)

24. What is the proof of advancement on the sadhana
path?

There are mysteries in the practice of sadhana.
Transcendental knowledge, devotional service, and detachment
from material objects increase simultaneously. Whenever we
see a sadhaka revert to a previous stage in his practices, it is
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to be understood that there is a fault at the root of his sadhana.
Without the association of devotees and the mercy of the
spiritual master one cannot always be protected from the
danger of misguidance.

(Caitanya-siksamrta 1/6)

25. What is gradual advancement?

The gradual levels of advancement are proper and certainly
effective. In the beginning one should lead a pious life by
becoming fixed in the principles of varnasrama. When one is
advanced, one can certainly lead a life of regulative devotion.
Finally, one can achieve perfection by engaging in loving
devotional service to Krsna.

(Caitanya-siksamrta 1/6)

26. What are the gradual levels of advancement
beginning from animalistic life to the temple of love?

After surpassing various levels of advancement from
animal life to civilized life, godless moral life, moral life with
an imaginary God, moral life with God at the center, and
ultimately devotional life, a living entity reaches the temple of
love.

(Caitanya-siksamrta 3/1)

27. Is the life of a devotee on the path of raga the same
as the life of a devotee on the path of regulative devotional
service?

Human life is structured into various levels. The outcastes
are on the lowest grade, the godless but moral persons are
second-grade, the theistic but moral persons are third-grade,
the life of the regulative devotees is fourth-grade, and the life
of devotees agitated by raga is the topmost grade.

(Caitanya-siksamrta 3/4)
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28. What is the difference between the miseries of
devotees and the miseries of the nondevotees?

The nondevotees think that their perishable material body
is the all in all. Whatever distress they suffer is severe. Even
though they try to remove these miseries in various ways, they
are unable to do so. The devotees, however, know that their
temporary material life is the life of a guest. Therefore, due
to the influence of their pure spiritual bliss, their temporary
ordinary distresses are passed off as most insignificant.

(Sajjana Tosani 10/2)

29. What is the first limb of bhajana? What should be
the first teaching of a spiritual master to his disciple?

The first limb of bhajana is to serve the ten original
principles (Dasa-miila). After teaching these ten essential
principles, a spiritual master should teach his disciple the five
samskaras or purificatory processes. Unless one begins to
worship the Lord after drinking the nectar of these ten
principles, one’s anarthas will not be destroyed.

(Sajjana Tosani 9/9)

30. How is the misconception regarding one’s
constitutional position destroyed, and how does one revive
one’s constitutional position and cultivate Krsna
consciousness?

The misconception regarding one’s constitutional position
does not go away in one day. It is gradually vanquished as one
cultivates Krsna consciousness. The living entity’s
constitutional position is as Krsna’s eternal servant.
Cultivation of Krsna consciousness with this conviction is the
actual cultivation of Krsna consciousness. The science of self-
realization is awakened by the spiritual master’s mercy. A
disciple should try to realize his constitutional position with
utmost care. Otherwise, even his first anartha on the path of
spiritual life will not be destroyed.

(Sajjana Tosani 9/9)
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31. How can we remove material desires from the heart?
If one has material desires in the heart, then with all
humility one should reluctantly accept them and continue to
worship the Lord without duplicity. Then within a short period
of time, the Lord will sit in one’s heart and remove all material
desires, leaving only the desire for His loving service.
(Caitanya-siksamrta 1/7)

32. How are bhava and prema awakened?

While cultivating the chanting of Hari’s holy names by
the strength of association with saintly persons, one’s bhava
is awakened. Gradually, one’s prema is also awakened. As
prema manifests, liberation personally appears as a secondary
fruit before the devotee.

(Sajjana Tosani 9/9)

33. How can one get free from the influence of offenses
against the holy names? How does one destroy namabhasa
and progress to Suddha-nama?

Namabhasa is destroyed by the spiritual master’s mercy
and one is thus protected from offenses against the holy name.

(Caitanya-siksamrta 6/4)

34. What is the essence of the various methods of bhajana?

Among all methods of bhajana, the chanting of Hari’s
holy names is the essence.

(Caitanya-siksamrta 3/3)

35. How does one develop a taste for chanting the holy
name? How does one achieve unalloyed devotional service
in the form of taking complete shelter of the holy name?

Mere belief in the science of the holy name and studying
the scriptural teachings about the holy name is not enough. If
we practically apply the instructions, however, we will get the
desired result. Those who do not chant the holy name even

22



ff%@;
-VAIDHI BHAKTI- W
ARt
A B

after understanding the name’s glories are not offenseless.
Such people do not develop a taste for chanting because their
hearts are weak due to bad association. Therefore, they are
offenders at the feet of the holy name. To develop
auspiciousness, one should nullify all one’s offenses by
associating with devotees and taking shelter of the holy name
without duplicity. If one carefully chants the holy name
offenselessly, then in a very short time, the holy name will
blissfully appear. Gradually, this bliss will increase so much
that one does not wish to give up chanting the holy name.
Thus, he takes complete shelter of the holy name.
(Sajjana Tosani 11/5)

36. How can we exhaust our offenses against the holy
name? Can the offenses be exhausted if we perform pious
activities or undergo atonement?

Apart from when we are resting, which is necessary to
keep body and soul together, we should always humbly chant
the holy name. Then our offenses against the holy name will
be nullified. No other pious activity or atonements can
counteract offenses against the holy name.

(Harinama-cintamanti)

37. How does one make advancement in worshiping the
Lord?

By eagerly contemplating the actual meaning of chanting
of the holy names and by praying to Krsna with humility, one
gradually makes advancement on the path of bhajana. Unless
one follows this process, one will spend many births practicing
sadhana, just as the karmis and jaanis do.

(Caitanya-siksamrta 6/4)

38. How does one come to the platform of pure goodness?

If there is dirt on the body, it cannot be cleansed by
scrubbing it with more dirt. Material activities are dirt, so
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how can they cleanse our contamination? The state of pure
goodness is awakened by the process of devotional service,
which is achieved by the mercy of the spiritual master, Krsna,
and the Vaisnavas. The state of pure goodness illuminates the
heart.

(Caitanya-siksamrta 7/7)

39. What is introspection? Who are the introspective?

Those who know that the Supreme Lord is their life and
soul and thus spend their lives dovetailing their scientific
knowledge, art, morality, religiousness, and thought with
devotional service to the Supreme Controller, although
conditioned, are introspective. This life of introspection is
called the life of regulative devotional service.

(Caitanya-siksamrta 8, Conclusion)

40. Which sadhana process determines which planet the
devotees who have developed love of God attain?

In this material creation there are fourteen worlds
progressively situated one after another. The ambitious and
fruitive householders wander throughout Bhir, Bhuvar, and
Svar lokas. By performing pious activities without expecting
anything in return, the strict celibates, ascetics, truthful and
peaceful persons wander throughout Maharloka, Janaloka,
Tapaloka, and Satyaloka. On the upper portion of Satyaloka
is the abode of the four-headed Brahma, and beyond that is
the spiritual abode Vaikuntha, where Ksirodakasayi Visnu
resides. The sannyasi paramahamsa and the demons who are
killed by Lord Hari surpass the river Viraja (in others words,
the fourteen worlds), and after entering into the effulgent
abode of Brahman attain nirvana in the form of the
annihiliation of the self. The devotees of the Lord who are
attached to His opulent feature, the pure devotees, the loving
devotees, the more loving devotees, and the most loving
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devotees attain the abode of transcendental Vaikuntha, or the
spiritual sky. The devotees who worship the Lord in the mood

of Vraja madhurya attain Goloka.
(Brahma-samhita 5.5)

41. By what process is the perfection of Vaisnavism
attained?

In that case, his life will follow whichever attachment is
greater. A boat moves by the strength of oars, but when the
water’s current carries away the boat, the oars are defeated. In
the same way, as the sadhaka tries to cross the ocean with the
boat of the mind and various oars like dhyana, pratyahara, and
dharana, sometimes the current of attachment quickly carries
him into sense gratification. Devotional service to Visnu is
executed with spontaneous love. The sadhaka certainly achieves
spiritual attachment in no time through spontaneous devotional
service.

(Prema-pradipa, Ray 4)

42. How can attachment for material objects transform
into attachment for the Supreme Lord?

When the cause of the mind’s restlessness is sense
gratification, and this restlessness is the main obstacle in the
practice of devotional service, then all sensual activities should
be dovetailed in the service of the Lord and the attachment to
sense gratification should be transformed into attachment for
the Lord.

(Sajjana Tosani 10/11)

43. What is the cause of achieving Krsna’s mercy?

Spontaneous worship of the Lord is the cause of achieving
Krsna’s mercy.

(Sajjana Tosani 10/11)
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44. How many platforms are there in sadhana-bhakti?
What is the doorway to love of God?
There are four platforms in sadhana-bhakti: sraddha,
nistha, ruci, and asakti. After crossing these four platforms,

one has to come to bhava, which is the doorway to prema.
(Sajjana Tosani 10/10)

45. How does one prove the supremacy of sadhana-
bhakti? Who is the actual candidate to receive the Lord’s
mercy?

One should maintain one’s life by following the principles
of varnasrama-dharma. By practicing yoga one can regulate
and improve the mind, but by performing sadhana-bhakti,
one advances in spiritual life. Although a practitioner of
devotional service may not be an experienced farmer, an
expert businessman, or a clever warrior, nevertheless,
according to his devotional qualification, he is mature in the
tactics necessary to live the highest human life. Even though
an expert royal minister may not be able to operate a tank, he
still arranges the battle as the head of the army. In the same
way, a person who sees that a practitioner of devotional service
is situated on the highest platform in all respects is actually
intelligent and as such has achieved the Lord’s mercy.

(Caitanya-siksamrta 1/6)

46. Should the transcendentalists accept the Gosvamis’
conclusions along with the conclusions of the sages who have
compiled the scriptures?

All processes for Krsna conscious cultivation that the sages
have written in their own literature are legitimate. Many of
these processes have been cited in Haribhakti-vilasa, and Rupa
Gosvami has chosen sixty-four such items to present in his
book, Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu.

(Tattva-sutra 35)
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Sraddha

1. What does one who develops faith gain?

Taya desika padasayah: faith gives one the opportunity to
take shelter at the lotus feet of a bona fide spiritual master.

(Amnaya-sitra 59)

2. Can the faith of karmis and jaanis actually be called
sraddha?

The sraddha to which the karmis and jaanis repeatedly
refer cannot actually be called sraddha. They simply
misinterpret faith. If you call a piece of iron gold, then it is
simply annoying. Iron is always iron and never gold, unless it
is touched by touchstone. Devotional service to Krsna is
touchstone. If fruitive activity and the cultivation of
knowledge, which are like iron, come in contact with
devotional service, then they transform into gold. This is the
influence of the touchstone of devotional service.

(Sri Rapanuga-bhajana-darpana, Song 3)

3. What is sraddha? What is the difference between
sraddha, faith, and saranagati, surrender?
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The firm faith one develops after hearing the topics of
Hari from the mouths of saintly persons is called sraddha. As
soon as sraddha is awakened, a little bit of saranagati is also
awakened. Sraddha and saranagati are almost the same.

(Jaiva Dharma, Chapter 20)

4. What is sraddha?

Knowledge, opulence, and pious activities are not the best
processes for achieving perfection in the ultimate goal of life;
devotional service alone is the pure process. When such a
mentality toward unalloyed devotion develops, it is called
sraddha.

(Sajjana Tosani 4/9)

5. What is the symptom of sraddha’s awakening?
Having firm faith in the scriptures is called sraddha. The
scriptural purport is that if one does not surrender to Krsna,
he will be full of fear. If he is surrendered to Krsna, however,
he will be fearless. Therefore the development of sraddha is
evident when the symptoms of saranagati are present.
(Sajjana Tosani 4/9)

6. Who can actually please Krsna?

Itis not a fact that Krsna is pleased simply by our executing
the limbs of devotional service after we take initiation. Only
those who have unflinching faith in unalloyed devotional
service can please the Lord.

(Sajjana Tosani 8/10)

7. How possible is it to attain devotional service?

Until one develops faith in devotional service—even
though one has other good qualities apart from the quality of
full surrender to Krsna—one will not achieve devotional
service.

(Sajjana Tosani 5/1)
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8. How many kinds of faith are there? What qualification
does each award?

Vaidhi-sraddha awards one the qualification to engage in
regulative devotional service. Staunch faith awards one the
qualification to engage in ragatmika-bhakii.

(Jaiva Dharma, Chapter 21)

9. Who is bereft of sraddha?

Those who have no pious activities have no sraddha. Even
if they are preached to heavily, still they will not understand
anything.

(Sajjana Tosani 11/11)

10. Who can easily understand the purport of the acaryas’
instructions?

Those who have developed faith according to their pious
activities receive pure intelligence by Krsna’s mercy. Because
of this intelligence, they can easily understand the purport of
the acaryas’ instructions.

(Sajjana Tosani 11/11)

11. What is the qualification for performing krsna-
kirtana? :

Faith is the only qualification for engaging in krsna-kirtana.
There is no other consideration.

(Harinama-cintamanti)

12. Is sraddha a limb of devotional service?

Sraddha is not a limb of devotional service but an
instrument to destroy an unalloyed devotee’s attachment to
fruitive activities.

(Sajjana Tosani 4/9)

13. What is the seed of devotional service that brings
one to the platform of transcendence?
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Through sadhu-sanga, sraddha gradually increases. The
more one’s sraddha increases, the more one becomes eager.
When a living entity becomes eager, his endeavor is to search
for an opportunity to attain the Lord’s lotus feet. He sees
that he is influenced by anarthas and that his constitutional
nature is dormant, although he is the Lord’s servant. He
therefore engages in devotional service without deviation in
the association of self-realized saintly persons devoid of
anarthas. This sraddha is the sraddha that brings one to the
platform of transcendence. This is the seed of devotional
service.

(Sajjana Tosani 9/5)

14. Is sraddha that renounces the service of devotees
actual sraddha?

The word sraddha found in Bhag. 11.2.47 is only
sraddhabhasa, because the development of sraddha in worship
of Krsna that gives up Vaisnava-seva is only a reflection of
real sraddha. In other words, it is only traditional, worldly
sraddha and not the transcendental faith that leads to
unalloyed devotional service. Both the sraddha and worship
of such persons is mundane.

(Jaiva Dharma, Chapter 25)
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Sadhu-sanga

1. How does a devotee worship Krsna?

This material world is useless, and only foolish people take
pleasure in it. A renounced person worships Radha and Krsna
in Vraja in the association of saintly persons and constantly
takes shelter of the Lord’s holy names.

(Conclusion to the commentary on Sri Caitanya-
caritamrta)

2. When does a living entity develop the desire to
associate with saints?

As a result of heaps of pious activities and due to the
Lord’s mercy a living entity’s desire for material existence
becomes weak. Then he automatically develops the desire for
sadhu-sanga. By discussing the topics of Krsna in the
association of devotees one develops faith, and when he
gradually cultivates Krsna consciousness with more
determination, he becomes greedy to attain Krsna. On such a
platform, he learns the art of performing bhajana by taking
shelter at the lotus feet of a bona fide, pure spiritual master.

(Sajjana Tosani 11/5)
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3. Why is sadhu-sanga necessary?

One should develop the characteristics of the sadhus and
learn scriptural conclusions from them.

(Sajjana Tosani 11/6)

4. What does it mean to take shelter at the lotus feet of a
spiritual master?

Associating with an intimate devotee of the Lord is taking
shelter at the lotus feet of a spiritual master.

(Sajjana Tosani 2/1)

5. What is the result of traveling to holy places? What
does one gain from sadhu-sanga?

jatha sadhu tatha tirtha sthira kori’ nija citta
sadhu-sanga koro nirantara
yathaya vaisnava-gana sei sthana vindavana
sei sthane ananda asesa

A holy place is wherever devotees reside. Therefore, pacify
your mind and associate constantly with devotees. Where
Vaisnavas reside, that place is Vrndavana, and one will
experience unlimited happiness in that place.

(Kalyana-kalpataru, Song 4)

6. Are sadhus ever selfish?

The demigods may become selfish, but devotees never
become selfish. Therefore, persons who desire their own
benefit should eagerly hanker to live wherever they find a
desire for pure love, wherever topics about Krsna are being
discussed, where there is hari-sankirtana, wherever there is a
desire to hear Krsna’s glories, and wherever Krsna and the
Vaisnavas are being glorified.

(Commentary on Bhajanamrtam)
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7. How can the living entity’s dormant constitutional
nature be revived?

What can revive the living entity’s dormant constitutional
nature? Fruitive activities, mental speculation, and
renunciation cannot do it. Only the association of self-realized
souls can revive the living entity’s dormant nature. Two things
are.required in this connection: a person must have acquired
a little faith through the accumulation of past pious activities,
and on the strength of such sukrti, he will receive the
opportunity to associate with qualified sadhus. That is the
second requirement.

(Sajjana Tosani 9/9)

8. What is the root of a living entity’s original nature?

Nature is born from association. One’s nature is
determined according to one’s association. The faith that a
living entity develops by living out the karma of his previous
life’s association is changed by the association he has in his
present life. Therefore, association is the root cause of a living
entity’s nature.

(Sajjana Tosani 15/2)

9. What is the only cause of advancement for worldly
Vaisnavas?

Mature yogis, expert in devotional service, are called
uttama-adhikaris. Immature yogis who desire devotional
service but who sometimes engage in fruitive activities while
following religious principles are called madhyama-adhikaris.
Neophyte devotees who are attached to karma are counted
among the worldly Vaisnavas, or kanistha-adhikaris. In the
hearts of such kanistha devotees, the reflection of devotional
service awakens. If a little bit of pure devotional service arises
in their hearts, they give up their attachment for karma and
become madhyama-adhikaris. 1t is only by association with
sadhus that one can move from one qualification (adhikara)
to the next.

(Commentary on Bhajanamrtam)
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10. Whose association is desirable? By whose association
can one make advancement on the path of spiritual life?

One who has awakened pure devotional service in his heart
is an unalloyed devotee of Krsna. His association is most
desirable. The association of madhyama-adhikaris is also
suitable. A practitioner of devotional service should always
take shelter of devotees who are superior to him. In this way,
he can make advancement on the path of spiritual life.

(Commentary on Bhajanamrtam)

11. How should one associate with pure devotees even in
ordinary dealings?

One should behave with ordinary people as one behaves with
a stranger while buying something from him in the market.
Dealings with the Lord’s pure devotees, however, should be based
on love.

(Sajjana Tosani 11/11)

12. Does one waste time simply by sitting near a Vaisnava?

Sri Ramanujacarya’s foremost instruction is this: If you
cannot purify yourself by any endeavor whatsoever, then sit with
the Vaisnavas and you will achieve all auspiciousness.

(Sajjana Tosani 11/11)

13. Is there any direct proof that sadhu-sanga brings
auspiciousness?

By observing a devotee’s pure characteristics, in a short time
a person’s mind is changed, his attachment for sense enjoyment
decreases, and the seedling of bhakti sprouts in the heart. One
even gradually develops a taste for the Vaisnavas’ food and
behavior. We have seen how by associating with Vaisnavas, people
have given up many anarthas—the taste for women, the thirst
for wealth, the desire for sense enjoyment and liberation, the
inclination for karma and jaana, and the taste for meat, fish,
wine, tobacco, and pan. By observing a Vaisnava’s quality of not
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uselessly wasting time, many people have easily given up anarthas
such as laziness, oversleeping, useless talk, the urge to speak,
etc. We have also seen that by associating with Vaisnavas for
some time, people’s cheating propensity and desire for fame have
been destroyed. We have seen with our own eyes that by associating
with Vaisnavas with a little affection, all other association, such
as one’s attachment to his prejudices, have been vanquished.
Those who are attached to winning fights, those who are expert
at attaining dominion over others, those who are eager to
accumulate wealth—all such persons have attained devotional
service, being purified by the association of Vaisnavas. Even those
who think, “I will defeat the world by argument and attain
supremacy,” have been pacified. Without the association of
Vaisnavas there is no way to rectify attachment to one’s prejudices
and appetites.
(Sajjana Tosani 11/11)

14. What does a sadhu do?
Sadhus award divine eyes to our heart.
(Bhagavatarka-maricimala 15.17)

15. What is the nature of a sadhu?
A sadhu never finds fault with others. Rather, he respects
whatever little qualities he sees in them.

16. Are there too many sadhus? Is it proper to recognize
a sadhu by his external dress?

In this age of Kali, the understanding of who is a sadhu is
becoming lost. The sad part is that we should always remember
that we are gradually being cheated by associating with those
we consider sadhus simply because of their dress. There are
not too many sadhus. Rather, there are less sadhus nowadays,
and it has become rare to find a real sadhu even after searching
for a long time and traveling to many countries.

(Sajjana Tosani 15/2)
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17. Is it proper to distinguish the difference between a
pure Vaisnava and a cheater?

In order to distinguish pure devotional service and pure
devotees from other systems and persons, Srila Krsnadasa
Kaviraja Gosvami gave a method by which we could recognize
the branches of devotees. By following that method, even today
we can distinguish between pure Vaisnavas and cheaters. No
compromise should be made in this regard. There is no
possibility of the living entities achieving auspiciousness
without sadhu-sanga. Therefore, we should certainly
distinguish between pure Vaisnavas and cheaters.

(Sajjana Tosani 10/5)

18. Is sadhu-sanga a limb of devotional service in the
conditional state?

In the conditional state, association with devotees helps
one to develop taste for Hari. It is not a limb of devotional
service.

(Tattva Sutra 33)

19. What piety awards devotional service?

Associating with devotees is the only piety that awards
devotional service.

(Jaiva Dharma, Chapter 17)

20. What is the result of pretentious sadhu-sanga?

Many people think that by serving a sadhu’s lotus feet by
offering him obeisances, drinking the water that has washed
his feet, honoring his remnants, or giving him a donation, they
can receive the benefit of sadhu-sanga. Although we show a
sadhu respect by such activities, and although we can gain
something from those activities, they do not constitute actual
sadhu-sanga. 1f we can carefully search out the pure
characteristics and nature of Vaisnavas and emulate them
without duplicity, we will ourselves attain pure devotional
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service. A materialist approaches a sadhu, offers obeisances,
and prays as follows: “O merciful one! Please be kind to me.
I am poor and fallen, so how will my attachment for material
existence be destroyed?” These words are simply cheating.
Materialists certainly consider accumulating wealth and
material objects the goal of life. Their hearts are therefore
always proud because of their possessions. They artificially
make a show of humility and devotion, fearing that if the sadhu
curses them their desire to obtain name, fame, and sense
gratification will be destroyed. If a sadhu blesses them by
saying, “O dear one, may your material desires, wealth, and
followers be destroyed!” the materialists will quickly say, ‘O
Sadhu Maharaja! Please do not give me such a benediction.
Such a benediction is simply a curse and yields only
inauspiciousness.” Such behavior toward a sadhu is simply
cheating.

In the course of life a materialist may meet many sadhus,
but due to his artificial behavior, he does not gain from their
association. Therefore, if we can always carefully imitate the
pure characteristics of the saintly persons with spontaneous
faith, we can certainly make spiritual advancement by their
association. We should always remember this while
approaching sadhus and try our best to realize their pure
nature and character so that we can build our own character
upon their example. This is what the Srimad-Bhagavatam
teaches.

(Sajjana Tosani 15/2)

21. Isit possible to give up bad association without sadhu-
sanga?

Giving up bad association is not enough. It is our duty to
carefully associate with devotees.

(Sajjana Tosani 15/2)
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22.1s it proper to give up the bad association of
unauthorized gurus and to accept the association of bona
fide gurus?

One should take leave of one’s unqualified family guru by
giving him his desired wealth and respect, and should then

search out a bona fide spiritual master.
(Harinama-cintamanti)

23. With what kind of Vaisnava should one associate?

One should associate with a Vaisnava who is superior to
oneself.

(Sri Manah-Siksa, Verse 10)

24. Are there always sadhus in this world? Why is sadhu-
sanga so rarely achieved?

There are always sadhus in the world, but because
nondevotees cannot recognize them, sadhu-sariga has become
rare.

(Jaiva Dharma, Chapter 7)

25. Should one indulge in gossip with a sadhu? What is
sadhu-sanga?

If we approach a sadhu and converse with him like a witch-
haunted man—saying things like, “It is very hot in this country.
I feel healthier in that country. That man is nice. This year we
will make a profit from harvesting paddy and wheat”—then
we are not gaining anything by our sadhu-sanga. Being
absorbed in his own ecstasy, a sadhu may reply to one or two
questions from an inquisitive person, but this will not award
that person devotion to Krsna or the benefit of sadhu-sanga.
We should approach a sadhu with love and devotion and
discuss with him topics of the Supreme Lord. Then we can
attain devotional service.

(Sajjana Tosani 10/4)
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Bhajana-kriya

1. What is the perfection of bhajana?

Sadhana yogena acarya prasadena ca turnam tadapa
nayanam eva bhajana naipunyam: the perfection of bhajana
is to destroy the four anarthas through sadhana by the mercy
of an acarya.

(Amnaya-siitra, 75)

2. What is bhajana-kriya?

The seed of devotional service is present in the hearts of
all spirit souls. In order for that seed to fructify and transform
gradually into a tree, one must act as a gardener. Activities
such as discussing devotional literature, worshiping the
Supreme Lord, associating with saintly persons, and residing
in places infested with devotees are required. When the seed
of devotional service fructifies it is extremely important to
clean the land of thorns and bits of stone. These activities can
be executed perfectly if one perfectly knows the science of
devotional service.

(Prema-pradipa, Ray 6)
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3. In whose association is it possible to achieve the
Supreme Lord?

The only way to attain the Supreme Lord is to take shelter
of a maha-bhagavata. Knowing this perfectly well, one should
then follow his order.

(Sajjana Tosani 7/3)

4. Does accepting a bona fide spiritual master depend
on accepting a family guru?

Before accepting a spiritual master, both the spiritual
master and the disciple test one another. This is described in
scripture. In this case, a family guru is not needed.

(Harinama-cintamani)

5. What is the difference between upaya-buddhi and
upeya-buddhi in the service of Vaisnavas?

After giving up upaya-buddhi in the service of Vaisnavas,
intelligent persons should always aspire for upeya-buddhi.
Upaya-buddhi means to think that we can achieve some other
fruits by serving Vaisnavas, and upeya-buddhi means thinking
that as a result of many pious activities, we have finally attained
the service of the Vaisnavas.

(Sajjana Tosani 7/3)

6. What is a devotee’s first duty upon awaking in the
morning?

A devotee should utter the names of the exalted Vaisnavas
in his disciplic succession upon rising in the morning.

(Sajjana Tosani 7/3)

7. What is a devotee’s daily routine?
A devotee should faithfully describe the transcendental -

qualities of his spiritual master for one hour every day.
(Sajjana Tosani 7/4)
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8. How should one display his service attitude toward
the guru and Vaisnavas?

One should always serve the spiritual master and the
Vaisnavas by respecting them equally. One should keep firm
faith in the words of the previous acaryas.

(Sajjana Tosani 7/3)

9. How should one accept a Vaisnava’s chastisement?

If a Vaisnava chastises us, we should simply remain silent
and not think of his harm.

(Sajjana Tosani 7/4)

10. What should be the mentality and behavior of one
who practices devotional service?

One who practices devotional service should display
humility before the Supreme Lord, appear like a fool before
the spiritual master, surrender his independence before
Vaisnavas, and display detachment toward material existence.

(Sajjana Tosani 7/3)

11. How can we remove anarthas? What is the mystery
behind worshiping the Lord in the Vraja mood?

With a desire to remove from the kingdom of one’s heart
the disturbances created by those demons whom Lord Krsna
killed, one should humbly pray to Hari. Then Lord Hari will
certainly remove our anarthas. The anarthas created by the
demons killed by Baladeva should be removed by our own
endeavor. This is the mystery of worshiping the Lord in the
Vraja mood.

(Caitanya-siksamrta 6/6)

12. What is the gradual process of bhajana?

The pious activities that lead to bhakti generate faith. One
then becomes interested in associating with pure devotees.
Thereafter, one is initiated by the spiritual master and executes
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the regulative principles of devotional service under his order.
Thus, one is freed from all unwanted habits and becomes firmly
fixed in devotional service. Then one develops taste and
attachment. This is the way of sadhana-bhakti, the execution
of devotional service according to regulative principles.
Gradually, emotions intensify, and finally there is an awakening
of love. This is the gradual development of love of Godhead
for the devotee interested in Krsna consciousness. While
chanting at the stage of nistha, anarthas are destroyed and
one attains taste for the holy name. Then as more anarthas
are destroyed, one comes to the stage of attachment. Gradually
as one attains bhava, or rati, almost all anarthas are destroyed.
In this development, if the desire for fame arises due to the
company of nondevotees, it will lead to kutinati, diplomacy.
This will result in falldown. Therefore, one should carefully
abandon the company of nondevotees and always chant the
Lord’s name in great ecstasy.
(Bhajana-rahasya, Chapter 1)

13. What is the harm if one gives up the gradual path of
devotional service?

If one thinks of his siddha-deha without achieving the
adhikara, his intellect will become bewildered. One should
carefully accept the sequence as given in the Siksastakam if
he wants to attain perfection. By observing the activities of
sadhus, one can attain pure intellect.

(Bhajana-rahasya; Chapter 1)
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Anartha-nivrtti

1. What is the materialist’s primary anartha?
Sense gratification is the materialist’s primary anartha.
(Sri Krsna-sambhita, 9/15)

2. How many kinds of anarthas are there?

There are four kinds of anarthas. They are svarupa-bhram,
identifying the body with the self, asatrsna, thirst for material
enjoyment, aparadha, offensiveness, and hrdaya-daurbalya,
weakness of heart.

(Sajjana Tosani 9/9)

3. How are the four types of anarthas defined and how
can they be destroyed?

By forgetting that we are pure spirit soul, servants of
Krsna, the conditioned souls have fallen from their eternal
constitutional position. Forgetfulness of this constitutional
position is the living entity’s principal anartha. Considering
all material objects as either ourselves or belonging to us and
thirsting for temporary material happiness define the second
anartha. Desire for good children, wealth, and heavenly
pleasures are examples of how this anartha manifests in us.
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The third anartha has ten forms, including lamentation, which

arise from weakness of heart, the fourth anartha. These four

types of anarthas are caused by nescience. They are gradually

destroyed when we cultivate pure Krsna consciousness.
(Jaiva Dharma, Chapter 17)

4. Can anarthas cover the great sun of the holy name?
The cloudlike anarthas of the conditioned souls cover the
sunlike holy name and bring about darkness. Actually, the
anarthas only cover the conditioned souls’ eyes. The sunlike
holy name is great and can never be covered.
(Harinama-cintamani)

5. Why are the living entities not inclined toward the
Supreme Lord?

Living entities are not inclined toward the Supreme Lord
because of their incessant desire for sense gratification.

(Sajjana Tosani 11/5)

6. When does the thirst for material enjoyment cease?

The thirst for material enjoyment is not totally destroyed
until pure attachment for the transcendental Absolute Truth
is awakened.

(Sajjana Tosani 11/6)

7. What is the harm if one’s heart is weak?

It is often difficult to give up bad association and activities
unfavorable to devotional service due to weakness of heart.
One commits offenses at the feet of Bhakti-devi due to bad
association or sinful activities. This makes one’s bhajana
impure. Therefore, one should give up weakness of heart and
engage in pure bhajana with enthusiasm.

(Sajjana Tosani 11/7)
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8. Which anarthas are produced from weakness of heart?

The following activities arise from weakness of heart:
laziness; subordination to insignificant objects; bewilderment
of heart due to lamentation; distraction from pure devotional
service due to false argument; miserliness in offering all one’s
energy to the cultivation of Krsna consciousness; rejection of
humility due to the pride of caste, wealth, education, followers,
beauty, and strength; willingness to be misguided by irreligious
propensities and instructions; disinterest in rectifying
prejudice; abandonment of compassion due to anger, illusion,
envy; intolerance; false identification of the self as a Vaisnava
due to the desire for name, fame, and the cheating propensity;
and the torture of other living entities that arises from the
desire to enjoy women, wealth, and other forms of sense
gratification.

(Sajjana Tosani 9/9)

9. What is thirst for sense gratification?

The desire for sense gratification using one’s material body
is called “thirst for sense gratification.” Heavenly pleasures,
sense enjoyment, wealth, and enjoyment from followers are
all examples of this thirst. The more one’s constitutional
position is awakened, the more one will be detached from
insignificant material objects. At the same time one should
take special care to give up the offenses against the holy name.
By chanting the Lord’s name while giving up the offenses,
one will quickly attain the treasure of love of God.

(Sajjana Tosani 9/9)

10. Can one worship Lord Hari through one’s own
independent understanding?

Pure unalloyed devotional service will not be awakened in
the heart if we depend on our own independent understanding.

(Sajjana Tosani 11/6)
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11. What disturbances do anarthas create?

The disturbances of bad association, duplicity, and
dependence on godless people are caused by anarthas. These
disturbances hinder our progress in devotional service. One
certainly indulges in discussing worldly topics in the course
of bad association. As a result, one develops a strong
attachment for temporary material objects and one’s life of
pure bhajana is thus greatly hampered.

(Sajjana Tosani 11/7)

12.Is a long, healthy life without love of God to be
condemned?

A long and healthy life becomes a source of anartha if
there is no loving relationship with God.

(Prema-pradipa, Ray 2)

13. What anartha does Putana symbolize?

Putana symbolizes the pseudo spiritual master who teaches
his disciples material enjoyment and the importance of
liberation. The pseudo sadhus who are fond of material
enjoyment and liberation belong to the Putana category. Out
of compassion for His pure devotees, child Krsna killed Patana
to protect His newly grown mood. [For detailed explanation
of this paragraph, please see Appendix A]

(Caitanya-siksamrta 6/6)

14. What anartha does a practitioner destroy by hearing
the pastime of Krsna breaking the cart?

The burden of former and modern prejudices, laziness,
and pride are destroyed when Krsna kills Sakatasura. Child
Krsna destroys such anarthas by killing the Sakata demon.

(Caitanya-siksamrta 6/6)

15. What anartha does Trnavarta represent?

Trnavarta symbolizes the pride of useless learning, false
argument, dry logic or reasoning, and the association of such
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persons. This list also includes atheism. Feeling compassionate
upon seeing a practitioner’s humility, child Krsna Kkills the
demon Trnavarta and destroys the thorns on the path of
bhajana.

(Caitanya-siksamrta 6/6)

16. What anarthas are eradicated when Krsna uproots
the Yamalarjuna trees?

The madness caused when we are violent toward others,
association with women, and wine drinking are caused by the
pride of opulence and aristocracy. Such pride makes a living
entity’s tongue unrestricted, and because he is merciless and
shameless, he becomes envious of other living entities . Krsna
destroys such faults by mercifully uprooting the Yamalarjuna
trees.

(Caitanya-siksamrta 6/6)

17. What anarthas does Vatsasura symbolize?

Sinful activities and being controlled by others’ intelligence
because of one’s own greed or childish nature are the anarthas
symbolized by Vatsasura. Krsna mercifully destroys them.

(Caitanya-siksamrta 6/6)

18. What anarthas does Bakasura symbolize?

Duplicity, the cheating propensity, and false behavior due
to deceit are the symptoms of the anarthas known as Bakasura.
One cannot attain pure devotional service to Krsna without
destroying these faults.

(Caitanya-siksamrta 6/6)

19. What anarthas does Aghasura symbolize?

Krsna killing the demon Aghasura removes the sins of
violence toward other living entities and torturing others due
to hatred.

(Caitanya-siksamrta 6/6)
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20. What anarthas does the bewilderment of Lord
Brahma represent?

The bewilderment of Brahma represents the accumulation
of doubts arising from the cultivation of karma and jsana,
and the disregard for the mood of sweetness due to being
absorbed in the mood of opulence.

(Caitanya-siksamrta 6/6)

21. What anartha does Dhenukasura symbolize?

The killing of Dhenukasura deals with the removal of the
gross or animalistic mentality, lack of spiritual knowledge,
ignorance about the absolute truth, and the sin of one’s
knowledge opposing one’s constitution position.

( Caitanya-siksamrta 6/6)

22. What anarthas are removed when we hear of Krsna’s
chastisement of Kaliya?

Kaliya’s chastisement removes pride, cheating, cruelty, the
propensity to harm others, and the lack of compassion for
other living entities.

(Caitanya-siksamrta 6/6)

23. What anarthas does the forest fire pastime indicate?
Destroying the forest fire illustrates the destruction of
quarrel between one living entity and another, and envy of
authorized sampradayas, demigods, and conflicts such as war.
(Caitanya-siksamrta 6/6)

24. What anarthas does the pastime with Pralambasura
symbolize?

The killing of Pralamba illustrates the removal of the desire
for women, profit, adoration, and distinction.

(Caitanya-siksamrta 6/6)
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25. What anarthas are indicated by the second forest fire
pastime?

Krsna’s swallowing the forest fire illustrates His removal
of disturbances while practicing religious principles and those
caused by atheists.

(Caitanya-siksamrta 6/6)

26. What anarthas are symbolized by the yajsic
brahmanas’ negligence of Krsna?

Seeing the behavior of the yajiic brahmanas, devotees
learn to give up indifference toward Krsna and attachment to
fruitive activities caused by pride in their standing under the
varnasrama system.

(Caitanya-siksamrta 6/6)

27. What anarthas are symbolized by the pastime dealing
with Indra’s worship?

The prohibition to worship Indra illustrates the rejection
of the godless mentality and self-worship.

(Caitanya-siksamrta 6/6)

28. What is the teaching behind the pastime of delivering
Nanda from Varuna’s clutches?

Delivering Nanda from Varuna teaches us that by drinking
wine, etc., our happiness in worshiping the Lord will certainly
diminish.

(Caitanya-siksamrta 6/6)

29. What is the purport of the pastime involving King
Nanda’s deliverance from the snake?

The deliverance of Nanda from the snake illustrates the
rejection of the association of impersonalists, and the
deliverance of the devotional science when it is swallowed by
impersonalism.

(Caitanya-siksamrta 6/6)
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30. What anarthas does the pastime with Sankhacida
symbolize?

The killing of Sankhacitida teaches us to abandon the desire
for name, fame, and the association of women.

(Caitanya-siksamrta 6/6)

31. What anarthas does the bull-shaped Aristasura
symbolize?

The killing of Aristasura shows how the disregard for
devotional service, which manifests from the pride of cheating
religion, can be destroyed.

(Caitanya-siksamrta 6/6)

32. Which anarthas does Kesi symbolize?

The mentality, “I am a great devotee or an acarya,” as
well as mundane false ego and opulence, are destroyed when
Krsna kills the Kesi demon.

(Caitanya-siksamrta 6/6)

33. What anarthas does Vyomasura symbolize?

The killing of Vyomasura illustrates how we should
abandon the association of thieves and hypocrites.

(Caitanya-siksamrta —6/6)

34. What kind of anartha is lack of determination? What
harm does it cause?

“Let me indulge in sense gratification today; tomorrow I
shall give it up.” Such weakness can never bring auspiciousness.
Whatever one feels to be obstacles on the path of his devotional
service should immediately be given up on the strength of
Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s mercy. Determination is the root of
sadhana. When determination is absent, one will not be able
to advance even a step in spiritual life.

(Sajjana Tosani 11/5)
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35. Is hypocrisy an anartha?

One should never hear the advice of the hypocrites, who
are fond of sense gratification.

(Caitanya-siksamrta 7/1)
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Nistha

1. What is the life of priti?
Nistha is the life of priti.
(Sajjana Tosani 2/6)

2. What is the resolution of a devotee who has developed
nistha?

The devotees of Krsna are my mother and father, my friends
and brothers. Only Krsna is my husband. Living with Krsna, I
won’t go anywhere.

(Prema-pradipa, Ray 7)

3. What is most desirable in bhajana?

The most desirable things in bhajana are determination
and simplicity.

(Krsna-karnamrta, 1/12)

4. Why is the desire for nistha and association with
devotees superior to the indifference and renunciation
exhibited by the so-called philosophy of synthesis?

In the course of glorifying Paramaharmsa, it is written that
he was extremely hostile to sectarian religious principles, and
despite living among followers of such religion, he was happy.
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From this we can understand that Paramahamsa Mahasaya
was an impersonalist and was not particularly acquainted with
devotional service. The nature of impersonalism is that it
ultimately makes a practitioner indifferent about his
association. The nature of devotional service, however, is that
it ultimately induces a practitioner to desire to associate with
devotees and awards him nistha in the worship of his Lord.
We ask which is better of the two. Sriman Mahaprabhu
Caitanyadeva instructs that steady faith in the worshipable
object and association with devotees are unlimitedly superior
to renunciation and indifference.
(Sajjana Tosani 2/6)

5. What are the resolutions of a fixed devotee?

The six symptoms of devotional surrender are the
acceptance of things favorable to devotional service, the
rejection of unfavorable things, the conviction that Krsna will
give protection, the acceptance of the Lord as one’s guardian
or master, full self-surrender, and humility.

(Bhajana-rahasya, Chapter 3)

6. What is nistha in one’s worshipable object?

My Lord, You are not very satisfied by the worship of
demigods who arrange for Your worship pompously and with
various paraphernalia but who are full of material hankering.
You are situated in everyone’s heart as the Supersoul just to
show us Your causeless mercy. You are our eternal well-
wisher, but You are unavailable to the nondevotees.

(Bhajana-rahasya, Chapter 3)

7. How should one faithfully hear the glories of Krsna’s
names and qualities?

If one hears glorification of Krsna’s name, form, and
qualities from the mouth of a devotee, but one’s hair does not
stand erect nor tears of ecstasy flow from one’s eyes, then
what is the use of maintaining such a life?

(Bhajana-rahasya, Chapter 3)
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8. How should one keep faith in Krsna and in His
devotional service?

May the spiritual master of the three worlds, Sri Krsna,
protect us all! Krsna is also known as Visvambhara. He
manifests this world, maintains it, and in time destroys it. The
entire creation is situated in Krsna. We are therefore His
servants. He distributes the world’s wealth. Let us offer our
obeisances unto Sri Krsna, who awards us the ultimate goal,
with full faith. You have taken birth just to perform devotional
service to Krsna. Indeed, everything in this world other than
devotional service to Krsna is false.

(Bhajana-rahasya, Chapter 3)

9. How should one have faith in one’s bhajana?

My dear Lord Krsna, I pray that the swan of my mind
may immediately sink down to the stems of the lotus feet of
Your Lordship and be locked in their network! Otherwise at
the time of my final breath, when my throat is choked with
mucous, how will it be possible for me to think of You? In
such a condition Your holy name will not manifest on my
tongue. If I leave my body without remembering You, how
will I attain You?

(Bhajana-rahasya, Chapter 3)

10. How should one faithfully pray to his worshipable
Lord?

“O Hari! I have no faith in religious principles, and I have
no knowledge of the soul. Furthermore, I have no devotion to
Your lotus feet. I am utterly destitute, a rogue with no idea of
the goal of life. In this way I always cheat myself. You, however,
are the deliverer of the fallen, and I am an insignificant fallen
soul. Therefore, You are the only goal of my life. Having
achieved Your lotus feet I take shelter of You, for You are my
eternal Lord, and I am Your servant.

(Bhajana-rahasya, Chapter 3)
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11. What is the mood of surrender to Krsna’s supreme
will?

There is no sin in this world that I have not committed.
The results of those sinful activities are now beginning to
fructify, and they have thrown me the material ocean. O
Mukunda! Seeing no other path, I cry again and again before
You. Punish me as You see fit. You are the giver of punishment,
and You are my Lord.

(Bhajana-rahasya, Chapter 3)

12. How should one pray to remain fixed in Krsna’s
service by giving up material desire?

O Hari, being evil-minded and seeing no other refuge, 1
have taken shelter of Your lotus feet. I have now come to
know that You are my Lord. You are the Lord of the universe
and I am Your eternal servant. When will that day come when
I will actually realize myself as Your eternal servant? When
will my material desires be completely destroyed so that I will
spontaneously serve You to Your satisfaction?

(Bhajana-rahasya, Chapter 3)

13. How should one keep faith in full surrender to the
Lord?

O Hari! I am an offender and am therefore always
punishable. I have all bad qualities, and I am guilty of
committing thousands and thousands of offenses. I am
drowning inside this terrible, turbulent ocean of material
existence. I have lost my way, and I desire to find the right
path. O Hari, I have taken shelter of Your lotus feet out of
fear. Please accept me as Your own. O Lord, Your vow is that
You will definitely liberate anyone from material bondage who
takes shelter of You.

(Bhajana-rahasya, Chapter 3)
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14. How is nistha expressed in regard to humility?

O Hari! Let me submit one humble request before You.
Be merciful and kindly hear my words. This is not a
meaningless request, but it is confidential, coming from my
heart. I am wretched and You are most merciful. Therefore,
You are the most capable person to bestow mercy. As You
confer Your mercy unto those who are fallen, I am a suitable
candidate for Your mercy. If You ignore me, then it will be
very, very difficult to find a more suitable candidate for Your
mercy.

(Bhajana-rahasya, Chapter 3)

15. What is nistha in regard to the desire to serve the
Lord’s lotus feet?

I am always transgressing the Vedic injunctions. I am
degraded, fickle-minded, always envious, ungrateful, proud,
and sinful. I am controlled by lust and always engaged in
cheating. In this condition, how will I cross the ocean of
material suffering and engage in the service of Your lotus feet?

(Bhajana-rahasya, Chapter 3)

16. How is nistha expressed in regard to attaining the
association of the most desirable devotees?

I may also take birth again according to my past activities
or by Your will. O Purusottama, kindly hear this one request!
I pray that if I again take birth, let it be in the house of Your
servant even as a worm and I will be satisfied at heart. I have
no desire to take birth even with the opulence of Lord Brahma
in the house of someone averse to You. With folded hands, I
offer You this humble prayer.

(Bhajana-rahasya, Chapter 3)

17. How is nistha expressed in regard to self-surrender?

In this world there are bodily distinctions like man and
woman, and four varnas and four asramas divided according
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to the three modes of nature (goodness, passion, and
ignorance). In this way, there are countless varieties of bodies.
O Lord of my life! In whatever body I must reside and in
whatever condition, I am not concerned, for I now surrender
myself at Your lotus feet. From now on there is nothing left
that I consider mine.

(Bhajana-rahasya, Chapter 3)

18. How is nistha expressed in regard to sincerity?
With folded hands this rascal cries and without hesitation
sincerely offers his prayers to You. In a sobbing voice I pray,
“O merciful Lord, please be kind to me! Just cast Your
merciful glance upon me once and thus save my life.”
(Bhajana-rahasya, Chapter 3)

19. How is nistha expressed in regard to pleasing Krsna?

O Lord, kindly bestow mercy upon me in the form of Your
sidelong glance followed by the sweet sound of Your flute. If
You are pleased with me, and others are displeased, it doesn’t
matter. But if You are displeased with me, and others are
pleased, then what is the benefit for me?

(Bhajana-rahasya, Chapter 3)
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Ruci

1. What result does one achieve by engaging in ragatmika-
seva?

By developing greed for Krsna’s service, the Vaisnava’s
service, and by chanting the holy names, one will not develop
greed for inferior things. One who becomes greedy by seeing the
Vrajavasis’ service to Krsna is fortunate. By the mercy of that
greed, he attains the qualification for raga-bhakti. One’s material
greed is vanquished in proportion to one’s development of greed
for ragatmika service.

(Sajjana Tosani 10/11)

2. What is ruci?

The propensity born of two kinds of prejudices, ancient and
modern, is called ruci. This type of ruci is temporary. Those who
have no taste or ruci for smigara-rasa but who have taste for
dasya- or sakhya-rasa should follow the instructions suitable for
their respective rasas. Otherwise, it will create unnecessary
problems. The perfected, original ruci of the great Vaisnava Sri
Syamananda Prabhu was not manifest at first. Therefore, he was
instructed to enter sakhya-rasa. Later by Jiva Gosvami Prabhu’s
mercy, Syamananda attained his original, spontaneous bhajana.
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This is a well-known fact. Qualification and eligibility play a
prominent role during Sri Caitanyadeva’s incarnation.
(Harinama-cintamani)

3. Who develops ruci for his constitutional propensity?

Those whose hearts are fully transcendental develop the taste
to subordinate themselves under the residents of Vraja. Therefore,
greed, or ruci, for raganuga-bhakti is the only indication of one’s
constitutional propensity.

(Jaiva Dharma, Chapter 21)

4. When one develops ruci for pure devotional service, does
he become detached from objects not related to Krsna?

Home, paraphernalia, disciples, wealth in the form of
animals and grains, wife, sons, servants, maidservants,
relatives, fruitive activities described in flowery words, and
beautiful women are all considered important objects in the
material world. I, however, have no desire to obtain these
things. O Krsna, I aspire only for Your mercy in the form of
pure devotion for You.

(Bhajana-rahasya, Chapter 4)

5. When one develops a taste for chanting the holy
names of the Lord, does he still maintain a taste for name,
fame, and so on?

A sannyasi must not present material allurements to gather
disciples, nor should he unnecessarily read many
[nondevotional] books or give discourses to earn his livelihood.
He must never attempt to unnecessarily increase his material
opulence. One who has a taste for the holy name does not
want such things.

(Bhajana-rahasya, Chapter 4)
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6. How should one perform bhajana with ruci?

Engage in hearing and chanting Krsna’s name, form, and
attributes with undivided attention, and try to destroy your
anarthas. Then the creeper of devotion will quickly bear fruit.

(Bhajana-rahasya, Chapter 4)

7. If one is full of lamentation and illusion for material
objects, is there a chance that he will develop a taste for the
Lord’s service?

For one whose heart is full of anger, pride, or lamentation
about the state of his wife or children, there is no possibility
of Krsna becoming manifest to him.

(Bhajana-rahasya, Chapter 4)

8. What kind of ruci should one have when serving the
lotus feet of Krsna in the association of devotees?

O Lord, if I take birth in this land of Vrndavana or in any
other universe, or if I take birth as a bird or animal anywhere
within Your creation, my only desire is that I may be able to
serve You in various ways in the association of Your devotees.

(Bhajana-rahasya, Chapter 4)

9. What type of ruci should one have when hearing the
glories of Krsna’s transcendental qualities?

I want the benediction of at least one million ears, for
thus I may be able to hear about the glories of Your lotus feet
from the mouths of Your pure devotees.

(Bhajana-rahasya, Chapter 4)
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Asakti

1. What is asakti?
When ruci matures, it is called asakti.
(Caitanya-siksamrta 5/2)

2. What attitude is desirable when developing attachment
for Krsna?

O vanquisher of all distress, please shows us mercy. To
approach Your lotus feet we abandoned our families and
homes. Now we have no desire other than to serve You. Our
hearts are burning with intense desire, generated by Your
beautiful smiling glances. O jewel among men, please make
us Your maidservants.

(Bhajana-rahasya, Chapter 5)

3. What is the life of persons attached to Krsna like?

O Lord! I spend my day by honoring Your remnants—
flowers, sandalwood paste, ornaments, and garments. I identify
myself as Your servant, and I survive by eating Your remnants.
In this way I conquer Your illusory energy and remain
detached from matter.

(Bhajana-rahasya, Chapter 5)
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4. What is the intense eagerness of those who are
attached to Krsna like?

Expert transcendentalists always direct their affection
toward You because they recognize You as their true Self and
their eternally beloved. What use do we have for these
husbands, children, and relatives of ours? They simply give
us trouble. Therefore, O supreme controller, grant us Your
mercy. O lotus-eyed one, please do not cut down our long-
cherished hope to have Your association.

(Bhajana-rahasya, Chapter 5)

S. Is it possible to become attached to Krsna without
being attached to the service of His devotees?

How is it possible to immerse oneself in the ocean of
syama-rasa (madhurya-rasa) without worshiping the dust
of Srimati Radharani’s lotus feet, taking shelter of
Vrndavana, which is decorated with Her footprints, or
serving Her devotees, whose grave hearts are always
absorbed in love for Her?

(Bhajana-rahasya, Chapter 5)

6. While developing attachment for Krsna, in what rasa
does one develop eagerness to worship the Lord?

After giving up the pride of falsely identifying the material
body with the self by Krsna’s mercy, I reside in Vraja as a
gopi. As Srimati Radharani’s maidservant, I always take
pleasure serving Radha and Krsna in Their parakiya-rasa
pastimes.

(Bhajana-rahasya, Chapter 5)

7. Do those attached to Krsna hanker after the four
objectives of life? What are their goals in life?

Abandoning attachment for family, friends, material
pleasures, wealth, and all other spiritual paths, finding them
distasteful, I take on my head and worship the dust of the
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lotus feet of Sri Radhika, which is a shower of wonderful,
transcendental bliss.”
(Bhajana-rahasya, Chapter 5)

8. What is the most heartfelt desire of those attached to
Krsna?

O Radha, O Vrsabhanunandini! When by Your mercy will
I stay on the banks of the Yamuna and wander on the paths in
the groves of Vrndavana as I engage in Your service as a
maidservant?

(Bhajana-rahasya, Chapter 5)

9. Which sadhana (process for achieving the goal of life)
and sadhya (goal of life) are to be constantly cherished by
those attached to Krsna?

I will relish the most amazing festival of attachment to
Radha by always remembering Krsna, who wears a peacock
feather in His crown, by performing sarnkirtana, by engaging
in the service of His lotus feet, by chanting the best of mantras,
and by remembering the most cherished service of the lotus
feet of Radha within my heart.

(Bhajana-rahasya, Chapter 5)

10. What is the sole desired goal of those attached to
Krsna?

May I attain the service of Vrsabhanunandini birth after
birth! She is the personification of the essence of the
transcendental mellows of divine sports. She is the supreme
goddess of fortune with a form of the most wonderful
transcendental bliss. Her lotus feet are difficult to attain even
for the demigods headed by Lord Brahma.

(Bhajana-rahasya, Chapter 5)

11. What do the devotees attached to Krsna cultivate
with all their senses?
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May my tongue be overwhelmed by relishing the nectar of
Radha’s name! May my feet be engaged in wandering the paths
of Vrndavana, which are marked by Radha’s footprints! May
my hands be engaged in the loving service of Radharani! May
my mind be constantly engaged in meditation on the lotus
feet of Radha! May I attain firm attachment for the lotus feet
of Sri Krsna by attaining the festival of ecstatic love for Radha!

(Bhajana-rahasya, Chapter 5)

12. What is the devotee’s prayer to Srimati Radharani?
“O Devi! In great distress I fall to the ground offering
You obeisances and prayers with a voice choked with emotion.
O Gandharvike! Please bestow Your mercy on this pauper
and count me among Your own associates.
(Bhajana-rahasya, Chapter 5)

13. Why are Krsna’s devotees partial or more attached
to Srimati Radharani’s service ?

When will I be delighted in the service of Srimati
Radharani? Struck by the arrow of Her sidelong glance, Krsna
faints, His flute falls from His hand, the peacock feathers on
His head become loosened, and His yellow scarf slips from
His neck.

(Bhajana-rahasya, Chapter 5)
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Bhava

1. What is bhava? What stage of prema-bhakti is bhava?

Prema-bhakti is the fruit of sadhana-bhakti. There are
two stages of prema-bhakti, bhava and prema. Prema is just
like the sun, and bhava is the sun’s rays. Bhava is the form of
pure goodness, and when mixed with ruci it melts the heart.
The stage of Krsna consciousness in which devotional
symptoms are described as resembling pure goodness and
which melt the heart with the help of ruci is called bhava.
Bhava manifests in the propensity of the mind and attains its
nature. [The mind’s propensity is its devotional attraction,
and “attaining its nature” means attaining the form of that
attraction, or sthayi-bhava.] In fact, bhava is self-manifest,
but accepting the nature of the mind it appears as if it were
manifest separately.

(Caitanya-siksamrta 5/1)

2. What are the examples of bhava born from vaidhi-
sadhana-bhakti and bhava born from raganuga-sadhana-
bhakti?

Sri Narada’s life is given as an example of bhava born
from vaidhi-sadhana-bhakti. The women devotees mentioned
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in the Padma Purana are given as an example of bhava born

from raganuga-sadhana-bhakti.
(Caitanya-siksamrta 5/11)

3. Is there any illicit activity found in the life of a devotee
who has attained bhava?

It is not that the life of bhava changes the life of regulative
devotional service all of a sudden, but the activities of a bhava-
bhakta appear to be independent of the regulative principles.
All his activities are regulated by his strong spontaneous
attachment. Although the nature of a person on the platform
of bhava is independent, yet there is no possibility of him
causing a disturbance. Such a person does not have any taste
for either pious or sinful activities. He does not engage in any
activities out of duty. He does not feel like imitating anyone.
He maintains body, mind, and his society automatically, out
of habit. Since he is indifferent to all material activities, there
is no possibility that he will engage in sinful activities.

(Caitanya-siksamrta 5/11)

4. What is the fate of a devotee practicing regulative
devotional service who disregards a bhava-bhakta?

A bhava-bhakta’s lifestyle resembles the lifestyle of a
sadhana-bhakta. A devotee who has attained bhava is fully
satisfied. If a devotee practicing regulative devotional service
disrespects such a bhava-bhakta, his accumulated devotional
wealth will gradually diminish.

(Caitanya-siksamrta 5/11)

5. What are the external symptoms of bhava’s awakening?

The first stage of prema is known as bhava, and this is
when the eight sattvika-vikaras (bodily transformations), such
as standing of the hairs on end and crying begin to manifest
slightly.

(Bhajana-rahasya, Chapter 6)
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6. What anubhavas manifest when the seed of bhava
fructifies?

If love of Krsna in a seedling state has fructified in one’s
heart, one is not agitated by material things. Not a moment is
lost. Every moment is utilized for Krsna or things connected
with Him. In the material field, people are interested in
material enjoyment, mystic power, and sense gratification.
However, these things do not appeal to the devotee at all.
Although a pure devotee’s standard is above all, he still
considers himself on the lowest stage of life. A fully
surrendered devotee always hopes that Lord Krsna will be
kind to him. This hope is firm in him. His eagerness is chiefly
characterized by an ardent desire to attain the Lord’s mercy.
Due to having great relish for the holy name, one is inclined
to chant the Hare Krsna maha-mantra constantly. At this stage
of bhava, a devotee has awakened the tendency to chant and
describe the transcendental qualities of the Lord. He is
attached to this process. A devotee absorbed in ecstatic
emotion for Krsna always has affection for residing in a place
where Krsna’s pastimes were performed.

(Bhajana-rahasya, Chapter 6)

7. Do the eight symptoms of ecstatic love appear in
devotees who have attained bhava?

The eight symptoms of bhava are being stunned, trembling,
perspiring, standing of hairs on end, fading of bodily color,
weeping, choking, and devastation. These symptoms manifest
in devotees who have attained bhava.

(Bhajana-rahasya, Chapter 6)

8. How do the bhava-bhaktas spend their lives?

Bhava-bhaktas constantly chant the holy name and fame
of the Lord, ignoring all the formalities of the material world.
Such chanting and remembering of the Lord’s transcendental
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pastimes is benedictory. While engaging in such hearing and
chanting, bhava-bhaktas travel all over the world without envy,
humble and fully satisfied.

(Bhajana-rahasya, Chapter 6)

9. How are the bhava-bhaktas’ dealings beyond worldly
and Vedic consideration?

Having achieved love of Godhead, thg devotees sometimes
cry aloud, absorbed in thought of the infallible Lord.
Sometimes they laugh, feel great pleasure, speak aloud to the
Lord, dance, or sing. Such devotees, having transcended
conditioned life, sometimes imitate the unborn Supreme by
acting out His pastimes, and sometimes, having achieved His
personal audience, they remain peaceful and silent.

(Bhajana-rahasya, Chapter 6)

10. What does a devotee see when he sees Sri
Syamasundara?

Sri Syamasundara’s complexion is dark blue and His
garments golden. He dresses just like a dramatic dancer. He
wears a peacock feather, colored minerals, sprigs of flower
buds, and a garland of forest flowers and leaves. He rests one
hand upon the shoulder of a friend, and with the other, twirls
a lotus. Lilies grace His ears, His hair hangs down over His
cheeks, and His lotuslike face is smiling.

(Bhajana-rahasya, Chapter 6)

11. How do the qualities of the Supreme Lord manifest
in the hearts of those who have attained bhava?

O Lord, we do not know how the serpent Kaliya has
attained this great opportunity of being touched by the dust
of Your lotus feet. For this end, the goddess of fortune
performed austerities for centuries, giving up all other desires
and taking austere vows.

(Bhajana-rahasya, Chapter 6)
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12. What kind of humility and desire for perfection do
renounced bhava-bhaktas display?

The gopis of Vrndavana have given up the association of
their husbands, sons, and other family members, all of whom
are difficult to give up. They have forsaken the path of chastity
to take shelter of the lotus feet of Mukunda, Krsna, whom
the sages seek through Vedic knowledge. Oh, let me be
fortunate enough to be one of the bushes, creepers, or herbs
in Vrndavana, because the gopis trample them and bless them
with the dust of their lotus feet.

(Bhajana-rahasya, Chapter 6)

13. Do the gopis who have attained perfection in bhava
have any desire for material enjoyment or liberation?

Among all persons on earth, these cowherd women alone
have actually perfected their embodied lives, for they have
achieved the perfection of unalloyed love for Lord Govinda.
Their pure love is hankered after by those who fear material
existence, by great sages, and by ourselves as well. For one
who has tasted the narrations of the infinite Lord, what is the
use of taking birth as a high-class brahmana or even as Lord
Brahma himself?

(Bhajana-rahasya, Chapter 6)

14. To what subject do bhava-bhaktas show attachment?

Persons who have attained bhava always manifest the
desire to hear, chant, and remember the transcendental
qualities of the Lord.

(Caitanya-siksamrta 5/2)
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Paramartha

1. What is paramartha, the ultimate goal of life?
Anything other than pure devotional service to the Lord

cannot be called paramartha, the ultimate goal of life.
(Sajjana Tosani 10/9)

2. Are the vows of devotional service useless?

Cultivating the limbs of devotional service is not a useless
endeavor.

(Sajjana Tosani 10/9)

3. What are the five best limbs of devotional service?

Worshiping the Deity, relishing the purport of Srimad-
Bhagavatam with advanced devotees, associating with more
advanced devotees who are affectionate and are in the same line
as oneself, congregationally chanting the holy names, and residing
in Mathura are the five best limbs of bhakti. If we summarize
them further, then chanting the holy names and serving the
Vaisnavas are the topmost limbs.

(Sajjana Tosani 11/6)
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4. How many types of fulasi worship are there?

Tidlast is auspicious in all respects. Simply by seeing, touching,
remembering, praying to, bowing down before, hearing about,
sowing, offering water, or simply by worshiping fulasi, there is
always auspiciousness.

(Sajjana Tosani 11/6)

5. When serving the Lord’s subordinates, to whom should
we principally offer our service?

Tulasi-devi is principal among the Lord’s subordinates,
and one should serve her.

(Sajjana Tosani 11/6)

6. Under whose guidance should one circumambulate
the abode of Sri Gauranga?

I will happily visit with exalted devotees all those places
where my beloved Lord Gauranga enacted His pastimes.

(Song from Saranagati)

7. What should be the duty of devotees who obtain food
and clothing and then lose them?

A devotee should not be agitated if food and clothing are not
obtained or if they are obtained and then lost. He should
peacefully remember Krsna.

(Sajjana Tosani 11/6)

8. While practicing the five best limbs of devotional
service, in what subject does a practitioner develop greed
and what is the result of that greed?

By offenselessly serving the Deities, relishing the purports
of Srimad-Bhagavatam, associating with senior devotees who
are on the raga path, chanting the Lord’s holy names, and
residing in Sri Mathura-mandala, one achieves the mercy of
pure devotees. On the strength of such mercy, a practitioner
develops the greed to serve Krsna, the worshipable Lord of
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the residents of Vraja. From such greed, raganuga-bhakti, under
the guidance of the Vrajavasis appears. Raganuga-bhakti is
transcendental to Vedic considerations. While cultivating such
devotional service, within a short time, pure unalloyed
devotional service becomes manifest. This is Sriman
Mahaprabhu’s confidential teaching.

(Sri Manah-Siksa, Chapter 11)
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The Nine Types of Devotional Service

1. How many ways are there to cultivate hearing?

There are three ways to cultivate hearing: to hear about
scripture, to hear about the holy names and topics of the Lord,
and to hear devotion-filled discourses. Considering the science
of the Absolute Truth, describing the Lord’s pastimes from
Srimad-Bha‘gavatam, discussing the characteristics of
Vaisnavas, and hearing the ancient histories of Vaisnava
families are considered “hearing the scripture.” This is to be
understood by hearing conclusive statements based on Vedanta
written by great personalities after carefully rejecting
inconclusive, non-Vaisnava statements.

(Caitanya-siksamrta 3/2)

2. What happens if one hears topics of and conclusions
about Hari?

By hearing about the topics and science of Hari, one
automatically cultivates “hearing the scripture.”

(Jaiva Dharma, Chapter 8)

3. By hearing the topics of Hari, does one worship the
Lord and become detached from material enjoyment?

7



g

-BHAKTIVINODA VANI VAIBHAVA-

4 N

By hearing the topics of Hari, both the cultivation of
spiritual science and detachment from material enjoyment are
accomplished.

(Tattva-satra 34)

4. What are the different stages of hearing?

There are two stages of hearing. The first stage is hearing
about the qualities of Krsna from the mouths of saintly persons
before one’s faith develops. By such hearing one certainly
develops faith. When one’s faith is awakened one develops a
strong desire to hear about the names, forms, qualities, and
pastimes of Krsna. The second stage is hearing Krsna’s holy
names, etc., from the mouths of the spiritual master and the
Vaisnavas.

(Jaiva Dharma, Chapter 19)

5. What are the gradual platforms beginning from
sravana-dasa to sampatti-dasa?

Hearing about the Absolute Truth from the spiritual
master is called sravana-dasa. When a practitioner accepts
those instructions as truth, it is called varana-dasa. When he
cultivates that mood with blissful remembrance, it is called
smarana-dasa. When he is able to properly invoke that mood
within himself, it is called apana- or prapti-dasa. When one
separates himself from his temporary material existence and
obtains his desired constitutional form, it is called sampatti-
dasa.”

(Harinama-cintamanti)

6. How many ways are there to cultivate chanting?

To cultivate kirtana or chanting is extremely sublime.
Reciting the scripture, glorifying the Lord’s names and
qualities, offering prayers, making humble appeals, and
chanting the holy names softly are the five ways to cultivate
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chanting. Through discourses, explanations, and songs, one

can glorify the Lord’s holy names and qualities. “Appeal” is

of three kinds: prayer, humility, and hankering.
(Caitanya-siksamrta 3/2)

7. Among all the limbs of devotional service, which is
the best?

It has been described that kirtana is the best among all
the limbs of devotional service.

(Jaiva Dharma, Chapter 19)

8. Why is kirtana the best?

Among the three limbs of devotional service—namely,
hearing, chanting, and remembering—chanting is the best of
all because it includes hearing and remembering.

(Jaiva Dharma, Chapter 19)

9. Why is kirtana beneficial to all?

The principle of kirtana invites, as the future church of
the world, all classes of men without distinction of caste or
clan to the highest cultivation of the spirit. This church, it
appears, will extend all over the world and take the place of
all sectarian churches, which exclude outsiders from the
precincts of the mosque, church, or temple.

(Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, His Life and Precepts)

10. How should one practice remembrance (smarana)
of the Lord?

Remembering Lord Krsna’s names, forms, qualities, and
pastimes is called smarana. Smarana is of five types. A little
thinking or searching is called smarana; abstracting the mind
from the previous subject matter and engaging it in preliminary
remembrance is called dharana; thinking particularly about
the Lord’s forms, etc., is called dhyana; constant and
uninterrupted dhyana is called dhruvanusmrti; and the
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manifestation of the object of dhyana is called samadhi.
(Jaiva Dharma, Chapter 19)

11. What is the best type of atonement?

There is no superior atonement in this world than
remembering Lord Visnu.

(Harinama-cintamani)

12. What is the difference between smarana and dhyana?

The difference between smarana and dhyana is that in
smarana the holy names, mantras, forms, qualities, and
pastimes manifest to some extent. In dhyana the forms,
qualities, and pastimes of the Lord are properly remembered.
Prolonging the duration of dhyana is called dharana. When
dhyana is mature it is called nididhasana. Therefore dharana
and nididhasana are included in dhyana.

(Caitanya-siksamrta 3/2)

13. How many kinds of smrtfi (remembrance) are there
and what are their names?

There are two kinds of smrti, remembrance of the holy
name and remembrance of the mantras. Chanting a prescribed
number of holy names on tulasi beads is called remembrance,
and remembrance of the mantras while keeping track of them
on one’s fingers is called remembrance of the mantras.

(Caitanya-siksamrta 3/2)

14. How can one revive astakala service to the Supreme
Lord?

One should remember Siksastakam and practice smarana
and kirtana accordingly. Gradually, astakala service will awaken
in the heart. At that time, all unwanted contaminations,
including religiosity, economic development, sense
gratification, and liberation will appear insignificant, and one
will achieve the treasure of love.

(Bhajana-rahasya, Chapter 1)
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15. What is pdada-sevana and what limbs of devotional
service does it include?

Serving the lotus feet of the Lord is the fourth limb of
devotional service. One should serve the Lord’s lotus feet
along with practicing sravana, kirtana, and smarana. In the
course of serving the Lord’s lotus feet, it is extremely necessary
for one to consider himself a beggar and unqualified. One
should also realize that his worshipable Lord is eternal and
full of knowledge and bliss. Looking at the Lord’s face,
touching the Lord, circumambulating the Lord’s abode, visiting
holy places, temples, the Ganges, Jagannatha Puri, Dvaraka,
and Navadvipa, as well as following the Lord’s processions
are included in pada-sevana. While describing the sixty-four
limbs of devotional service Sri Riipa Gosvami has clearly
elaborated on these points. Serving Tulasi-devi and the
devotees is also included in this limb.

(Jaiva Dharma, Chapter 19)

16. Is it necessary to worship the Deity?

Although chanting the Lord’s holy names awards all
perfection, in order to lead a devotional life, Deity worship is
required.

(Bhajana-rahasya)

17. What should one do if he has developed special faith
in the worship of the Deity?

There are many considerations regarding Deity worship.
After engaging in hearing, chanting, and remembering, if one
still possesses attachment for the Lord’s Deity form, he should
take shelter of the lotus feet of a spiritual master, take initiation
from him, and then worship the Deity.

(Jaiva Dharma, Chapter 19)
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18. What is the harm if one does not take initiation before
engaging in Deity worship? What other considerations are
found on the path of worship?

Since the hearts of the conditioned souls are polluted by
sinful activities, Deity worship is necessary to purify such
hearts. Worship of the Deities should be executed using proper
mantras, and these mantras have been prescribed in the sastra.
Taking initiation is necessary for materialistic persons. In
chanting the krsna mantra, there is no consideration of
qualification. Taking initiation into the krsna mantra is most
auspicious for the living entities. Among all mantras in this
world, the krsna mantra is the best and most powerful. As
soon as a qualified person accepts initiation from a bona fide
spiritual master, he attains spiritual strength. The spiritual
master instructs his inquisitive disciples in Deity worship. In
brief, it is to be understood that Sri Krsna Janmastami,
performing Karttika vows, observing Ekadasi, and bathing in
the month of January are included in the arcana process. It is
important to note, regarding the worship of Krsna, that it is
extremely important to worship the devotees of Krsna along
with worshiping Krsna Himself.

(Jaiva Dharma, Chapter 19)

19. How many types of arcana are there, and which
worshiper did Sriman Mahaprabhu respect more?

Sri-murti worshipers are divided into two classes, the ideal
and the physical. Those of the physical school are entitled
from their life circumstances and mental state to establish
temple institutions. Those who are by circumstances and
position entitled to worship sri-murti in the mind have, with
due deference to the temple institutions, a tendency to usually
worship by practicing Sravana and kirtana. Their church is
universal, independent of caste and color. Mahaprabhu prefers
this latter class, and displays their worship in His Siksastakam.

(S Caitanya Mahaprabhu, His Life and Precepts)
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20. What is the duty of a worshiper who knows his
relationship with the Lord?

If one wants to worship the Deity form of the Lord with
full knowledge of his relationship with the Lord, then he should
simultaneously worship Lord Krsna and His devotees.

(Jaiva Dharma, Chapter 8)

21. What is the gradual process of worship?

First, one should worship one’s spiritual master by offering
him an asana, padya (water for washing his feet), argya
(particular ingredients), snaniya (water for bathing), vastra
(clothes), and abharana (decorations). Thereafter, one should
take his permission to engage in the worship of Sri Radha and
Krsna. After worshiping Sri Radha-Krsna, one should first
offer Their remnants to the spiritual master, then to other
Vaisnavas and the demigods. One should also offer the Lord’s
remnants to one’s forefathers.

(Harinama-cintamant)

22.Is it necessary to worship the demigods separately
from Lord Visnu?

By worshiping Lord Visnu all the demigods are
automatically worshiped; therefore there is no need to worship
the demigods separately.

(Harinama-cintamant)

23. What propensity is prominent among unalloyed
devotees?

There are two propensities in the cultivation of devotional
service, the propensity to worship and the propensity to hear,
chant, and remember Krsna. Even though both are reasonable,
the propensity to hear, chant, and remember is prominent
among unalloyed devotees. Many great personalities perform
remembrance to some extent while chanting the holy names,
and most to some extent chant the holy names loudly. The
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special benefit of loud kirtana is that the processes of hearing,
chanting, and remembering are all simultaneously carried out.
(Harinama-cintamant)

24. What is vandana, offering prayers to the Lord, and
how many kinds of vandana are there?

Vandana is the sixth limb of devotional service. Although
vandana is included within pada-sevana and kirtana, it has
been described as a separate limb of devotional service.
Offering obeisances is also vandana. This offering of
obeisances is of two kinds: offering obeisances with one part
of the body, and offering obeisances with eight parts of the
body. Offering obeisances with one hand, offering obeisances
with one’s body fully covered, offering obeisances to the Lord
from the front, back, or left side of the Lord, as well as offering
obeisances to the Lord inside the Deity room are considered
offenses.

(Jaiva Dharma, Chapter 19)

25. What are the principles of dasya?

I am an eternal servant of Krsna—this conviction is called
dasya. Worship in the dasya mood is best. Offering obeisances,
offering prayers, offering all one’s activities, performing
worship, and remembering and hearing the topics of the Lord
are all included within dasya.

(Jaiva Dharma, Chapter 19)

26. How many kinds of sakhya are there?

The symptom of friendship with a desire to benefit Krsna
is called sakhya. There are two kinds of sakhya: vaidhi-sakhya
and raga-sakhya. At this juncture we have to accept only
vaidhi-sakhya. The friendship found in the worship of the
Lord’s Deity form is called vaidhi-sakhya.

(Jaiva Dharma, Chapter 19)
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27. What are the symptoms of afma-nivedana?

To surrender everything to Krsna is called atma-nivedana.
The symptoms of atma-nivedana are to become free from all
selfish endeavor and to dovetail all endeavors for Krsna’s
pleasure, just as a purchased cow does not endeavor for her
own maintenance. One should also remain subordinate to
Krsna’s will and surrender one’s independence to Him.

(Jaiva Dharma, Chapter 19)
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One’s Constitutional Propensities

1. What are one’s constitutional and temporary
propensities, and how is our nature determined?

The eternal nature of an object is its constitutional
propensity. The nature of an object arises from its
constitution. When an object is created by Krsna’s will, a nature
" is also created as that object’s eternal companion. This nature
is the object’s eternal propensity. Later, when due to some
reason or different association that object undergoes changes,
its nature also changes or becomes perverted. After a while,
this perverted nature becomes stronger and appears as if it is
the constitutional propensity. Such perverted nature is not
the living entities’ constitutional propensity. Rather, the
perverted nature simply occupies the position of the
constitutional propensity and passes for it. For example, water
is an object and liquidity is its nature. If incidentally the water
turns to ice, then hardness becomes its nature and acts like
its constitutional nature. The perverted nature is not eternal;
it is temporary, because it is caused by something, and when
the cause disappears, so does the perverted nature. The actual
constitutional propensity of the living entity is eternal. Even
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when our nature is perverted, our constitutional propensity
remains with us in a dormant condition. In due course, it will
again manifest.

(Jaiva Dharma, Chapter 1)

2. What is the eternal, constitutional propensity of the
living entities?

Krsna is the infinite supreme spirit and the living entities
are the fragmental parts and parcels of that supreme spirit. In
spiritual quality, they are identical, but Krsna is perfect and
the living entities are imperfect. Therefore, their natures are
different. Krsna is the eternal Lord of the living entities, and
the living entities are eternally His eternal servants. This is
natural. Krsna is all-attractive, and the living entities are all-
attracted. Krsna is the Supreme Personality of Godhead, and
the living entities are under His control. Krsna is the seer,
and the living entities are the seen. Krsna is complete, and the
living entities are poor and insignificant. Krsna is omnipotent,
and the living entities are powerless. Therefore, eternal
subordination or service to Krsna is the living entities’ eternal
nature and constitutional duty. The constitutional duty of a
living entity is to love God. The living entity is not a product
of matter. Rather, he is transcendental to matter.
Consciousness is his constitution; to love God is his nature.
Service to Krsna means pure love of God. Therefore, the
constitutional duty of a living entity is to love Krsna by engaging
in His service.

(Jaiva Dharma, Chapter 1)

3. Why is Vaisnava dharma the eternal religious principle?
The pure Vaisnava dharma found in Srimad-Bhdgavatam
is the eternal constitutional dharma of the living entities. All
religious principles that have been preached throughout the
world can be divided into three categories: eternal religious
principles, occasional religious principles, and temporary
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religious principles. Those religious principles in which there
is no discussion about God, and the eternality of the spirit
soul is denied, are called temporary religious principles. Those
religious principles that accept the eternality of God and the
spirit soul but that preach that one can attain God’s favor
only through temporary methods are called occasional
religious principles. Those religious principles that teach the
attainment of Krsna’s service through pure love are called
eternal religious principles. Even though eternal religious
principles appear different according to the various countries,
castes, and languages in which they are found, they are one
and are most relishable. The Vaisnava religion that is widely
spread throughout India presents the ideal of eternal religious
principles. Moreover, great personalities and exalted devotees
have accepted that the religious principles taught by our most
beloved Lord Gaurahari, the son of Saci, are the pure Vaisnava
religion.
(Jaiva Dharma, Chapter 2)

4. Which religious principles are purest of all?

That religion is the purest, which gives you the purest idea
of God. The absolute religion requires an absolute conception.

(The Bhagavat: Its Philosophy, Its Ethics, and Its
Theology)

5. Which religious principle is worth being called the
“actual religious principle”?

The religious principle that’s ultimate goal is pure love of
God is the actual religious principle.

(Caitanya-siksamrta 1/1)

6. Are religious principles many?

The religious principles of human beings can never be
many. That religious principle that is eternal for all human
beings can never become different due to time, place, and
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circumstances. In fact, an eternal religious principle is one

withopt a second.
(Sr1 Manah-Siksa, Chapter 1)

7. Is the eternal religious principle one?

The eternal religious principle is one. Every living entity
has an eternal religious principle, and it is called Vaisnava
dharma. This dharma cannot be changed due to differences
in language, country, or caste. Many people address this
dharma of the living entities by various names, but they cannot
create any separate dharma through these names. Rather, the
minute spirit soul’s loving propensity toward the supreme spirit
is its eternal constitutional propensity or jaiva-dharma. Since
the living entities have different natures, their constitutional
propensity also appears in different shapes or perversions.
That is why the pure state of the living entities has been
addressed as Vaisnava dharma. Other religious systems are
pure in proportion to how much Vaisnava dharma they possess.

(Jaiva Dharma, Chapter 2)

8. What is pure Vaisnava dharma?

Two separate dharmas pass in this world as Vaisnava
dharma, Vaisnava dharma and perverted Vaisnava dharma.
Even though pure Vaisnava dharma is one in truth, because it
appears different according to the various rasas in which it is
expressed, it has been categorized into four: Vaisnava dharma
in the dasya mood, sakhya mood, vatsalya mood, and
madhurya mood. Actually, pure Vaisnava dharma is one
without a second. Other names for this dharma are nitya-
dharma and para-dharma. The following statement from the
Vedas refers specifically to pure Vaisnava dharma: jajjiate
sarvam vijaatam bhavati, Vaisnava dharma is that which by
knowing, “ everything else becomes known.”

(Jaiva Dharma, Chapter 4)
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9. Why is only bhagavata-dharma considered eternal?

Due to the spiritual propensity, all fortunate souls have a
natural taste for pure devotional service to the Lord. Their
worship of the Supreme Lord is neither part of fruitive
activities (karma) nor mental speculation (jiiana). Rather, it
is pure devotional service. Such worship is called pure Vaisnava
dharma. 1t is stated in Srimad-Bhagavatam 1.2.11:

vadanti tat tattva-vidas tattvam yaj jnanam advayam
brahmeti paramatmeti bhagavan iti sabdyate

“Learned transcendentalists who know the Absolute Truth
call this nondual substance Brahman, Paramatma or
Bhagavan.”

The Absolute Truth, which includes Brahman and
Paramatma, is the ultimate goal of all truths. The Absolute
Truth is Visnu-tattva, and all pure spirit souls are His servants.
The spirit soul’s pure propensity is called devotional service.
Devotional service to Hari alone is known as suddha Vaisnava
dharma, nitya-dharma, jaiva-dharma, bhagavata-dharma,
paramartha-dharma, or para-dharma. All religious principles
that have arisen from the principle of Brahman and Paramatma
are simply occasional religious principles, because the
cultivation of such religion contains material motives. For
example, those who cultivate an understanding of the
impersonal Brahman consider material bondage the cause of
their conditioned state. Thus, they take shelter of occasional
religious principles in the form of searching after the
impersonal Brahman to alleviate their suffering. Thus,
cultivation of the path leading to the impersonal Brahman is
not eternal. Even those living entities who follow the principles
of Paramatma dharma with the desire to attain the pleasures
of samadhi are also worshiping for subtle material enjoyment
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and thus following the path of occasional religious principles.
Cultivation of Paramatma dharma is also not eternal. Only
pure bhagavata-dharma is eternal.

(Jaiva Dharma, Chapter 4)

10. Why has the one religious principle become many?

Why has the one religious principle become many? The
answer is that in their pure state, the living entities have only
one dharma. After becoming conditioned, however, their
dharma becomes two—materially designated dharma and pure
dharma. Pure religious principles never change under any
circumstances, but according to time, place, persons, and due
to the differences in the natures of materially designated living
entities, the materially designated dharma has naturally
separated from pure dharma. This materially designated
dharma takes various shapes and names in different countries.
The more the living entities become purified, however, the
more their dharma becomes free of material designation. On
the pure spiritual platform, all living entities have only one
eternal dharma.

(Sri Manah-Siksa, Chapter 1)

11. Why can’t the existence of the spirit soul and the
Supersoul be established by argument and reasoning? What
can be proven by direct perception?

The truth is never lost; it only remains hidden. The eternity
of the spirit soul and the existence of Brahman cannot be
established by logical argument because logic has no access
to subject matter beyond the material universe. Direct self-
perception is the only way to establish such truths. By direct
perception or spontaneous samadhi, saintly persons constantly
realize the eternal abode of Vaikuntha and Krsna’s service.

(Sri Krsna-samhita 9/5)
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12. What is the religion of the soul?

It would indeed be the height of error to conceive that all
the opposite qualities of matter, space, and time define spirit.
Hence we must look to some other attributes if we wish to
understand spirit. Love and wisdom are certainly spiritual
attributes that are not opposite qualities of matter. Man must
be wise and love God. That is the religion of the soul.

(“The Temple of Jagannatha at Puri,” an English essay)

13. Is the soul’s religion sectarian?

We do not profess to belong to any of the religious sects
under the sun because we believe the Absolute Faith, founded
upon instinctive love of God, is natural in human souls.

(“The Temple of Jagannatha at Puri,” an English essay)

14. Why is the ultimate goal of the soul’s religion beyond
the realization of mental speculators and ordinary, righteous
people?

Bhakti (love) is thus perceived in the very first
development of man in the shape of the mind, then in the
shape of the soul, and lastly in the shape of the will. These
shapes do not destroy one another but beautifully harmonize
themselves into a pure construction of what we call the spiritual
man or the ekanta of Vaisnava literature. But, there is another
sublime truth behind this fact that is revealed to a few who
are prepared for it. We mean the spiritual conversion of the
soul into a woman. It is in that sublime and lofty state that the
soul can taste the sweetness of an indissoluble marriage with
the God of love. The fifth or highest of Vaisnava developments
is what we call madhurya-rasa, and on this alone, the most
beautiful portion of the Vaisnava literature so ably expounds.
This phase of human life, mysterious as it is, is not attainable
by all, nay, we should say, by any but God’s own. It is so very
beyond the reach of common people that the rationalists and
even the ordinary theists cannot understand it. Nay, they go
so far as to sneer at it as somewhat unnatural.

(“To Love God,” Journal of Tajpur, August 25, 1871)
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15. How is love of God the eternal religion of the soul,
and how is it beneficial to all?

The essence of the soul is wisdom and its action is to love
the Absolute. The absolute condition of man is his absolute
relation to the Deity in pure love. Love, then, alone is the
religion of the soul and consequently of the whole man.

(“To Love God,” Journal of Tajpur, August 25, 1871)

16. What are the ordinary principles of devotional
service?

You must love God with all thy strength and all thy will.
You are wrong to conclude that you will lose your active
existence. Rather, you will get it even more. Work for God
and work to God, proceeding from no self-interested views
but from a holy free will (which is above the strength of man
except when he is identifying himself with pure love). This
description is of bhakti in general.

(“To Love God,” Journal of Tajpur, August 25, 1871)

17. What are the pratyag-gati and parag-gati of the living
entities?

When a soul sits in the chariot of the mind and chases the
sense objects through the gates of the senses, this is called
parag-gati. When this current again flows toward the soul’s
own abode, it is called pratyag-gati. With a desire to convert
material attachment into spiritual attachment, all the spiritual
emotions are mixed with material emotions for giving up parag-
gati and practicing pratyag-gati. The pratyag-dharma of being
greedy to eat palatable foods is to eat maha-prasada. The
pratyag-dharma of the eyes is to see holy places and the Lord’s
beautiful form. The pratyag-dharma of the ears is to hear
devotional songs and the pastimes of Hari. The pratyag-dharma
of the nose has been exemplified by the four Kumaras when
they smelled the fulasi and sandalwood offered to the Lord’s
feet. The pratyag-dharma of associating with the opposite sex
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through marriage for the prosperity of a Vaisnava family was
exemplified by Manu, Janaka, Jayadeva, and Pipaji. The
pratyag-dharma of festivals is seen in the festivals celebrating
the pastimes of Lord Hari. These human characteristics filled
with emotions of pratyag-dharma are seen in the lives of pure

swanlike personalities.
(Sr1 Krsna-samhita 10/11)

18. Is there any difference between attachment to
material objects and attachment to the Supreme Lord?

Attachment is present whether the repository of our
attachment is the Lord or something mundane. The only
difference between the two kinds of attachments is their
repository. When attachment is turned toward Vaikuntha, then
no attachment for the material world remains; one only accepts
what is required for maintenance of the body. When the
objects that are thus accepted become transcendental, then
all attachments become spiritualized.

(Sri Krsna-sambhita 10/2)
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Surrender

1. What is the eternal, perfect religion of the living
entities?

Surrender and subordination to the Supreme Lord are
the eternal, perfect religion of living entities.

(Sajjana Tosani 10/9)

2. How can one attain pure devotional service?

Aiming at the ultimate instruction of surrender given in
Bhagavad-gita, if one accepts all sense objects as the Supreme
Lord’s remnants and engages in His service, giving up karma
and jaana, then he can attain pure devotional service.

(Sajjana Tosani 10/9)

3. What is the root of pure bhajana?

No one can attain the mercy of Krsna simply by studying
the scriptures or hearing their conclusions. To give up
endeavor for karma and jaana and become fully surrendered
to the Supreme Lord is the root of pure bhajana. As a result
of such bhajana, one achieves the ultimate goal of life, love of
Krsna.

(Sajjana Tosani 11/7)
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4. Is there any meaning to the life of a person who is
devoid of surrender?

Without surrender, the jivas’ lives are useless. All living
entities should worship Krsna with full surrender.

(Sajjana Tosani 11/6)

5. What is the ornament of a practitioner of devotional
service?

The entire life of a practitioner of devotional service should
be decorated with surrender.

(Sajjana Tosani 11/6)

6. How does one give up name and fame?

The Vaisnava spiritual masters have given me the name
Bhaktivinoda, but because 1 have no true devotion, for me
this name is only a disease. To cure myself of this disease, I
take shelter of the Vaisnavas’ feet.

(Song from Gita Mala)

7. What is the fate of a person who is overwhelmed by
temporary material happiness and distress?

A woman who wishes to always keep her temporary
relationship with her husband or son will find that she cannot.
When the fruit of her karma is ripe, her son will perish. Even
if the son sits on her lap, she has no power to protect him.
Thinking happiness and suffering come from material
relationships, the soul falls far from Lord Krsna’s feet and
falls into a lower life. Therefore, please stop your grief! Dive
into the bliss of the holy name. All these words fulfill the
desires of Bhaktivinoda.

(Song from Gita Mala)

8. What is the prayer of a fully surrendered pure devotee?

I will behave equally with everyone and not try to demand
respect from others. I will always try to give respect to others.
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In this way I will constantly remain absorbed in the thought
of Krsna through the process of krsna-sankirtana.
(Kalyana-kalpataru, Song 6)

10. Do the Vaisnavas feel any external, ordinary distress?

The external distress of the Vaisnavas is not actual distress,
as it is foreign to them. It is temporary and passes off blissfully
in due course of time.

(Sajjana Tosani 10/2)

11. How many types of surrender are there?
Surrender is of six kinds.

1. Accepting things favorable for devotion.

2. Rejecting things unfavorable for devotion.

3. Maintaining the conviction that Krsna will certainly
protect us.

4. Maintaining the mentality that Krsna alone is one’s
sustainer.

5. Offering everything to the Lord.

6. Humility.

Each of these six types of surrender is further divided

into three categories: bodily, mental, and verbal.
(Sajjana Tosani 4/9)

12. In what behaviors are the fully surrendered devotees
situated?

One should accept only that which is favorable for
devotional service and reject only that which is unfavorable.
One should have the firm conviction that there is no protector
other than Lord Krsna, and should also have faith that Krsna
will maintain him. One should offer everything to Krsna,
spending his life in sincere humility.

(Bhajana-rahasya, Chapter 3)
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13. What determination should a fully surrendered soul
maintain? From what should he be detached?

I will reject with firm determination whatever is
unfavorable to the path of my worship of the Lord. While
worshiping the Lord, I will give up my body when the proper
time comes.”

(Kalyana-kalpataru, Song 6)

14. Does a surrendered devotee think about his own
maintenance?

I will never think of my own maintenance. Rather, I will
remain absorbed in love of God. O Lord! Bhaktivinoda has
accepted You as his sole maintainer.

(Saranagati)

15. Being surcharged with love of God, how does a pure
devotee sees the Lord’s relationship with himself and this
world?

O Lord Hari! You are the father of the universe. You are
the mother of the universe. You are the beloved Lord and the
son. You are the well-wisher, the friend, the spiritual master,
the husband, and the desire tree. I am only Your eternal servant.

(Gita Mala, Song 26)

16. What hope do the living entities, who are submerged
in the material ocean, have?

O Lord! When I was submerged in the material ocean, I
called you pathetically to please deliver me. At that time You
came forward to protect me. Realizing You as the pivot for
my deliverance, I saw a ray of hope.

(Gita Mala, Song 10)

17. What will result when one goes either with or against
Krsna’s will?
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Whatever Krsna desires is auspicious for everyone. One
should give up one’s independence and destroy all problems.
Krsna gives, Krsna takes away, and Krsna maintains everyone.
Krsna protects and Krsna kills by His own sweet will. Whoever
desires to oppose Krsna’s will can never be successful but will
simply suffer.

(Gita Mala, Song 3)

18. How should one accept Krsna as the only maintainer
so that he can achieve love of Krsna?

I am an eternal spirit soul, a servant of Krsna. There is no
protector or maintainer for me other than Krsna. I am the
most fallen and poor. If I spend my life enjoying the fruits of
my previous karma but at the same time hear and chant the
holy names of Krsna, I will certainly attain the Lord’s mercy.
If I remain with this conviction, then I can attain love of Krsna.

(Purport to Brhat-Bhagavatamrta)

19. Why is it good for a devotee to depend on Krsna’s
mercy?

“Either today or in one hundred years or in some lifetime
or other, Krsna will certainly bestow His mercy upon me.
Therefore, I will take shelter at His lotus feet with firm
determination and never leave Him.” Such an attitude and
such patience is required for those practicing devotional
service.

(Sajjana Tosani 11/5)

20. What is atma-nivedana, full surrender to Krsna?

To possess the mentality that I do not belong to myself
but to Krsna is the symptom of full surrender to Krsna.

(Sajjana Tosani 4/9)
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21. Does a fully surrendered devotee remember his past
history?

O Lord! After attaining Your blissful service, I have
forgotten all my previous histories. I belong to You and You
belong to me. What is the use of anything else?

(Saranagati)

22. How does Krsna’s surrendered servant accept the
happiness and distress born out of his service to Krsna?

All the distresses born in the course of Your service are
also the source of my pleasure. Happiness and distress born
from Your service are the supreme wealth, and they destroy
the unhappiness of nescience.

(Saranagati)

23. While living in Krsna’s family, does a surrendered
soul desire material enjoyment?

[ take a respite from material enjoyment and become
fearless of material existence. I will constantly serve You and
not desire to enjoy the fruits of my karma. I will remain attached
to Your lotus feet and constantly endeavor to please You.

(Saranagati)

24. What kind of humility does a practitioner who is
engaged in the chanting of the holy names display before
an exalted Vaisnava?

I do not find the strength to alone carry on the sarikirtana
of Hari’s holy name. Please bless me by giving me just one
drop of faith with which to obtain the great treasure of the
holy name of Krsna. Krsna is yours. You have the power to
give Him to me. I am simply running behind you as a beggar
shouting, “Krsna! Krsna!”

(Saranagati)
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25. How should a practitioner, who desires to chant the
Lord’s holy names pray to his spiritual master?

Gurudeva, give this servant just one drop of mercy. I am
lower than a blade of grass. Give me all help. Give me strength.
Let me be as you are, without desires or aspirations. I offer
you all respects, for thus I may have the energy to offer respect
to everyone properly. Then, by chanting the holy name in great
ecstasy, all my offenses will cease.

(Saranagati)

26. Does an unalloyed devotee ever give up Krsna’s lotus
feet?

It is not possible for one who has no other desire to give
up Your lotus feet. O Lord! Such a person spends his life
taking shelter at Your lotus feet. Your lotus feet are the cause
of his fearlessness.

(Gita Mala, Song 11)

27. How should one worship Krsna until death?

As long as one possesses a material body, one should
remain attached to Krsna and accept Him as one’s wealth,
friend, and life. One should consider the relationships with
brothers, friends, husbands, and children—which are all
related to one’s body—as temporary.

(Gita Mala, Song 2)

28. Does a sincere worshiper of Hari ever consider himself
a guru?

I will consider myself Your servant and give up the pride
of being a guru. I will honor without duplicity remnants of the
dust from Your lotus feet and drink water that has washed
Your lotus feet.

(Kalyana-kalpataru, Song 8)
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29. To whom does the Absolute Truth manifest?

The Bhagavata teaches us that God gives us truth when
we earnestly seek it. Truth is eternal and inexhaustible. The
soul receives a revelation when it is anxious for it.

(The Bhagavata: Its Philosophy, Its Ethics, & Its Theology)

30. Does a fully surrendered devotee ever proudly consider
himself the doer?

O Lord! If You search after my qualification You will find
none, for Your mercy is my life and soul. If you do not bestow
Your mercy, then I will simply cry and no longer remain alive.

(Saranagati)

31. Whose shelter should a living entity who is lost in
the dense forest of material existence accept?

The four directions are covered with thick dark clouds in
the form of foolishness. Upon that, the rain of material misery
is constantly showering. Seeing such a situation I am frightened
and have lost my way. O Lord Acyuta! Due to my foolishness
I have fallen into the grip of misfortune and am suffering in
the ocean of material existence. I have no guide to show me
the real path and thus am almost dying. Therefore, O Lord! I
pray to You with my heart and soul.

(Gita Mala, Song 18)

32. How does a pure devotee pray for Krsna’s mercy?
O Lord! I am the most wretched person and You are the
most merciful. Therefore, I have a right to receive Your mercy.
The more one is fallen, the more You display Your mercy to
him. Therefore, I am a suitable candidate for Your mercy.
(Gita Mala, Song 19)

33. What kind of eagerness does an exalted devotee
display in order to attain the qualification to chant the Lord’s
name?
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If I do not expect any respect for myself but always give
respect to others, then You will award me the qualification to
chant Your holy names. O Lord! I grab Your lotus feet without

duplicity and fall on the ground with great humility.
(Kalyana-kalpataru, Song 8)

34. When does an exalted Vaisnava bestow mercy upon
the living entities?

When will I be so fortunate that the Vaisnavas will consider
me their own servant? I will sing the transcendental qualities
of Sri Krsna in Vrndavana and become intoxicated by drinking
the nectar from the lotus feet of the spiritual master. The
fruitive workers, mental speculators, and envious persons
averse to Krsna will reject this beggar with hatred. The
smartas, who are attached to ritualistic ceremonies, will
conclude that I am devoid of proper behavior and therefore
extremely restless. Persons proud of their material knowledge,
as well as impersonalists, will give up my association,
considering me a madman. Then the most pious Vaisnavas
will mercifully embrace me, seeing me devoid of bad
association.

(Kalyana-kalpataru, Song 2)
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Chanting the Holy Names of the Lord

1. What qualification should a chanter of Hari’s holy
names possess?

One should have the following symptoms in order to
constantly chant the holy names of Hari: humility, freedom
from envy, compassion, freedom from false pride, and the
willingness to offer all respects to everyone.

(Commentary on Siksastakam, Verse 3)

2. How does hari-kirtana become effective in the material
world?

One who has developed faith should first take shelter of a
bona fide spiritual master and hear the spiritual truth from
him. Thereafter he should engage in chanting and glorifying
whatever he has heard from his spiritual master. Thus the
process of self-realization, and the destruction of maya, take
place. In this way, hari-kirtana becomes effective in the
material world.

(Commentary on Siksastakam, Verse 1)
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3. What is the purpose of sankirtana?

The purpose of sarnkirtana is to call out the holy names of
the Lord with heartiest feelings.

(Sajjana Tosani 10/9)

4. By following what process does one remove obstacles
on the path and cultivate constant chanting of the holy
names?

At first, one should chant the holy names for a short time
in a solitary place with undivided attention. Gradually, by
increasing the prescribed number of holy names, one will attain
constancy in chanting and all one’s obstacles will certainly
diminish.

(Harinama-cintamani)

5. What process should a practitioner who is full of
anarthas follow in the course of chanting the holy names?

Every day a person should give up the disturbance caused
by material enjoyment and chant with love for a while in a
solitary place. Gradually he should try to increase the duration
of this process. Finally, a wonderful mood will be awakened
in him and will remain constantly.

(Jaiva Dharma, Chapter 40)

6. What does it mean to chant constantly?

Except when one is asleep, to always chant the holy names
of the Lord—while taking care of bodily activities and at all
other times—is called “constant chanting of the holy names.”

(Jaiva Dharma, Chapter 23)

7. How should one chant the holy names of Hari in the
association of Tulasi-devi?

Tulasi is dear to Hari. Therefore, by chanting in her
association one feels spiritual strength. While chanting the
holy names, one should consider that there is no difference
between Lord Krsna and His holy names.

(Jaiva Dharma, Chapter 23)
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8. Is it beneficial to chant more rounds without feeling
or eagerness?

One should try hard to constantly chant the holy names
of Krsna clearly and lovingly rather than trying to increase
the number of rounds.

(Harinama-cintamani)

9. What religion in this world will become the goal of all
religion?

In their mature stage, all world religions will end up as the
one religion, nama-sankirtana. We feel this to be a certain
fact.

(Sajjana Tosani 4/3)

10. During what part of Sri Bhaktivinoda Thakura’s life
was nama-sankirtana first preached in Calcutta? How can
hari-kirtana be performed purely?

Once upon a time, the leaders of Sri Gauranga Samaj
decided to perform sarnkirtana. Being induced by such thoughts
and with the help of the citizens of Calcutta, they performed
the first nama-sarkirtana on Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu’s
appearance day at Bidon Street, Calcutta. According to the
opinion of many elderly persons, such a sankirtana festival
had never taken place in Calcutta before. Everyone—both
atheists and devotees—joined in the congregational chanting.
Such a tumultuous sarkirtana should be performed in all
countries on the appearance day of Sri Mahaprabhu. Due to
this sankirtana festival, the citizens became attached to kirtana.
What to speak of this, people gave up all other engagements
and formed kirtana groups in every village, spending lavishly
for that purpose. It was pleasing that the citizens of Calcutta,
who hail from India’s different states, joined in the nama-
kirtana. Particularly, the people from the western part of India,
who have never even heard Mahaprabhu’s name, became
intoxicated by chanting the names Nityananda-Gauranga in
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the course of their participation. Many shopkeepers and
commission agents of Bada Bazar, who belong to the western
part of India, participated in the nagara-kirtana by spending
huge amounts of money and offering their labor. The residents
of each of Calcutta’s villages performed kirtana in their
respective villages with pomp.

On the appearance day of Sri Mahaprabhu, we were
engaged in holding a grand festival at Sri Navadvipa Mayapur,
the birthplace of both Mahaprabhu and harinama. After a
few days we came to Calcutta and perfomed this harinama-
sankirtana. It appeared that the religious principles that were
extinct in Calcutta are now, by Mahaprabhu’s mercy, becoming
prominent. This is because hari-kirtana, the essence of all
religion, was being performed.

Despite these encouraging activities, however,
Mahaprabhu did not distribute love of God, which is the most
confidential mystery, in the metropolitan city of Calcutta. In
order to reveal Himself the Lord has given sufficient
encouragement to all kinds of people. He even gave them the
strength to give up material happiness. Still He has not opened
the door of pure love and devotion. He has induced people to
chant the holy names, but He has not given them the
propensity to follow in the footsteps of the mahajanas even
today.

We saw many people performing kirtana with mrdanga
and karatalas, giving up their leather shoes, yet we did not
find any fulast beads on their necks. If some people do have
tulasi beads, they are new ones. This creates some doubt. Many
people have not decorated their bodies with the twelve tilaka
marks. In order to hear kirtana in the way of the mahajanas,
we went to Neemtala Ghat one day, Joda Sanko another day,
and Jhama Pukura on yet another day. Still, we could not find
any such thing. We were extremely pained to hear kirtana
performed by Nyadas, Bahuls, and other unauthorized people
to the tune of cinema songs.
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But our pain was somewhat diminished by hearing the
eternal names of Hari, Krsna, and Rama uttered by them in
the course of their singing. Those who possess love and
devotion in their hearts love to hear kirtana performed with
the old and ancient tunes. They do not like to hear or sing of
useless topics. They sing and hear the pure holy names of
Hari sung in the old tunes. Due to a lack of good association,
the residents of this metropolitan city do not easily realize
the characteristics of pure devotional service. Therefore they
follow their own concocted process. Anyhow, our Sri
Gauranga is most merciful. Since He has mercifully allowed
the residents of Calcutta to perform kirtana, we hope that
gradually He will reveal within their hearts pure devotional
service.

Some people say that the residents of Calcutta have started
this process of kirtana in order to avoid dreaded diseases like
the plague. There is no doubt that those who are against this
kirtana are enemies of the country. We have a proposal for
them. They can perform sarkirtana, but they must do so on
occasions like Purnima, Ekadasi, Gaura-Pturnima, Janmastami,
Karttika, Vaisaka-masa, the days when the Lord is taken out
on procession, and on days when the sun enters a particular
zodiac sign. May the residents of Calcutta increase our
happiness by performing kirtana with mrdanga and karatala
in a pure Vaisnava way, following in the footsteps of the
mahajanas. Sri Gauranga is jagatguru. Therefore, He will
certainly award them their desired result.

(Sajjana Tosani 11/3)

11. For what does a chanter of the holy names beg?

Accompany us and chant the names of Radha and Krsna.
This is our only appeal. Sri Bhaktivinoda says, “Whenever 1
chant the holy names, all dangers go away.”

(Gitavali)
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The Reflection of the
Chanting of the Holy Name

1. What is the benefit of chanting namabhasa?

In namabhasa, or reflective chanting of the Lord’s holy
name, all one’s sinful reactions are destroyed. When all one’s
sinful reactions and anarthas are thus destroyed, then the pure
holy name dances on the tongue of the devotee. The pure
holy name will then award such a person love of Krsna.

(Harinama-cintamanti)

2. Are the holy names uttered by Mayavadis actual holy
names?

Holy names uttered by Mayavadis are not holy names but
perverted reflections of the holy names. Therefore, in spite
of chanting such names, the Mayavadis are affected by the
faults of namaparadha.

(Sajjana Tosani 5/12)

3. What is the difference between perverted and shadow
namabhasa?

Words such as namabhasa, vaisnavabhasa, sraddhabhasa,
bhavabhasa, ratyabhasa, premabhasa, and muktyabhasa are
found in many places in the scriptures. The word namabhasa
is defined nicely as follows: Abhasa is of two kinds, actual
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reflection and perverted reflection. In the actual reflection,
the effulgence of an object manifests in a contracted form. In
the perverted reflection the perversion of the actual form
appears in a different shape. It is like light reflected on water.
As long as the sunlike holy name remains covered by the
clouds and storm of the living entity’s ignorance and anarthas,
only an insignificant and contracted form of sunlight will be
visible. Even so, namabhasa produces great auspiciousness
in this world. When the effulgent holy name becomes reflected
on the lake of Mayavada, however, it is called perverted
namabhasa. Such namabhasa is one of the principal
namaparadhas, so it cannot actually be called namabhasa.
Only shadow namabhasa is actual namabhasa.

Shadow namabhasa is divided into four categories, and
the glorification of actual namabhasa by condemning the
abominable, reflected namabhasa is found in all scriptures.
Shadow namabhasa is caused by anarthas born of ignorance.
Reflected namabhasa is born from shrewd and polluted
knowledge, and thus it is considered an impediment on the
path of devotional service. Although a person who is as good
as a Vaisnava may not be called a Vaisnava, but since he is
free from Mayavadi contamination, he can still be respected
as a kanistha-adhikari devotee. Under the influence of good
association, such a person will soon achieve auspiciousness
and the pure devotees will shower their blessings upon him,
considering him an ignorant friend. They will not ignore him
as they do ignore the envious Mayavadis. Rather, they will
encourage his propensity to worship the Deity with his ordinary
faith and award him devotional service mixed with the
_knowledge of his relationship with the Lord suitable for serving
the Lord and His devotees. If he has an incurable belief in
Mayavada philosophy, however, the pure devotees will
certainly ignore him.

(Harinama-cintamant)
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4. Can one chant the pure names of God while
maintaining anarthas?

The clouds of anartha consisting of material desires,
weakness of heart, and offensiveness, cover the sunlike holy
names. When the rays of the sunlike holy names are thus
covered, the subdued illumination is called namabhasa. This
namabhasa obstructs the appearance of Krsna’s self-
illuminated holy names.

(Harinama-cintamanti)

5. Why is namabhasa more beneficial than all other kinds
of pious activity?

Namabhasa is counted as one of the principal forms of
piety for the living entities. Namabhasa awards fruits superior
to any other type of pious activity such as following religious
principles, observing vows, or practicing yoga.

(Harinama-cintamanti)

6. What is the result of chanting namabhasa?

It is stated in the sastra that in Kali-yuga, one can attain
Vaikuntha simply by the influence of namabhasa.

(Harinama-cintamant)

7. How many types of namabhasa are there, and what
are the differences between them?

If the holy names of the Lord are chanted with sanket,
parihasa, stobha, and hela, then that chanting is called
namabhasa. Thus namabhasa is of four types. Stobha is less
offensive than hela, parihasa is less offensive than stobha,
and sarnket is less offensive than parihasa.

(Harinama-cintamani)

8. When does namabhasa cease?

Until a person attains knowledge of his relationship with
the Lord, he remains in the association of namabhasa.

(Harinama-cintamant)
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9. How many kinds of abhasa (reflections) are there?

There are two kinds of reflections of the sunlike holy
names: shadow and perverted. Learned scholars always use
terms like bhaktyabhasa, bhavabhasa, namabhasa, and
vaisnavabhasa to describe them. All kinds of abhasa fall into
the two categories, either shadow or perverted.

(Jaiva Dharma, Chapter 20)

10. Who is a Vaisnava-praya, or person “as good as” a
Vaisnava?

Vaisnava-praya refers to a person who decorates himself
like a Vaisnava with fulasi beads, tilaka, and so on, but who is
not actually a real or pure Vaisnava.

(Jaiva Dharma, Chapter 25)

11. When does namabhasa become namaparadha and
what is the result of this?

When the pure name is not chanted, that chanting is called
namabhasa. Namabhdasa is called namabhasa in one stage
and namaparadha in another. When out of ignorance caused
by the four defects the pure holy name is chanted impurely,
that is called namabhasa. When because of the association
with Mayavadis, duplicity, the desire for liberation, or material
desires the pure holy name is chanted impurely, that is called
namaparadha. If the ten kinds of namaparadha already
mentioned are committed with simplicity and ignorance, then
they are known as namabhasa. The point is that as long as
namabhasa is untouched by the symptoms of namaparadha,
there is a chance for the pure holy names to appear and destroy
namabhasa. However, if namabhasa is affected by the
symptoms of namaparadha, then the Lord’s pure holy names
will not appear. In such a situation, there is no way to achieve
auspiciousness other than to eradicate the offenses against
the holy names by the prescribed process.

(Jaiva Dharma, Chapter 25)
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12. What is an example of sanket-namabhasa?

At the time of his death, Ajamila called his son by the
name Narayana. Since Narayana is another name for Krsna,
Ajamila attained the result of chanting the Lord’s names with
sanket.

(Jaiva Dharma, Chapter 25)

13. What is an example of stobha-namabhasa?

Suppose an exalted Vaisnava is chanting Hari’s holy name
when an atheist arrives and says, “Your Lord Hari will do
everything for you.” This is an example of stobha-namabhasa.
Even the atheist can attain liberation by chanting in this way.
This is the natural strength of the holy names.

(Jaiva Dharma, Chapter 25)

14. How does one practice hela-namabhdsa?

If one cunningly neglects the chanting of the holy names,
then that is namaparadha, but if one neglects the chanting of
the holy name out of ignorance, then it is called hela-
namabhasa.

(Jaiva Dharma, Chapter 25)

15. What does one achieve by chanting namabhasa?

Material enjoyment, liberation, and all types of mystic
perfections are achieved by chanting namabhasa. However,
the ultimate goal of life, love of Krsna, cannot be attained by
chanting namabhasa.

(Jaiva Dharma, Chapter 25)
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Offenses Against the Chanting
of the Holy Names

1. How grave is namaparadha?

As the holy name of the Lord is the highest object, so
namaparadha is more serious than all other kinds of sinful
activities or offenses. All sinful activities and offenses are
destroyed when one takes shelter of the holy names, but
namaparadha does not go away so easily.

(Jaiva Dharma, Chapter 24)

2. Can namaparadha be compared to any sinful activity?
If the five kinds of sinful activities are multiplied ten

million times, still they cannot compare to namaparadha.
(Jaiva Dharma, Chapter 25)

3. Can one gain anything by making a show of chanting
the holy names without giving up the offenses?

Without realizing the difference between nama and
namabhasa, many people think that the holy names consist
of only alphabets and therefore assume that by chanting
without faith, they can attain perfection. To substantiate their
claim, they present the history of Ajamila and various
scriptural injunctions. It has been described before that the
holy name is fully transcendental. Therefore it cannot be
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understood by the blunt material senses. Thus unless one takes
shelter of chanting the holy names offenselessly, there is no
possibility of achieving any fruit from one’s chanting. The
result a faithless person attains when he utters the holy names
without faith is that later he will be able to chant faithfully.
Therefore those who misinterpret the holy name’s glories and
advertise the holy names as a limb of fruitive activity,
considering the holy name a mundane sound vibration, are
extremely materialistic and are offenders at the feet of the
holy name.
(Harinama-cintamant)

4. Is it not an offenses against the holy name to
unlawfully initiate a woman in order to take advantage of
her association on the strength of chanting the holy names?

Once upon a time, a Vaisnava sannyasi became attracted
to a beautiful young woman. Being induced by his sinful
propensity, he finally decided as follows: “Since I always chant
the holy name, I can make that woman my disciple by giving
her hari-nama initiation. Then I can accept service from her.
In the process, whatever sinful activities will be committed
will certainly be destroyed by the holy names we both will
chant. The woman will also get the opportunity to become a
Vaisnavi. The association of a Vaisnava is rare. Moreover, |
will learn many things about the ecstatic love of the gopis from
her association. Where else could I get such association?”
Thinking in this way, the Vaisnava sannyasi made that woman
a Vaisnavi and enjoyed her service. This is an example of the
ultimate namaparadha.

(Sajjana Tosani 8/9)

5. Why does the holy name not bear fruit immediately?
If the all-powerful rain of the holy names falls on the hard
stones of the body, home, wealth, followers, and greed, then
it does not immediately bear fruit. These obstacles are divided
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into two classes, namely, small obstacles and large obstacles.
When there are small obstacles in the course of chanting,
such chanting becomes namabhdasa and awards its result late.
If there are large obstacles while chanting, then such chanting
is namaparadha. Unless one chants incessantly, one’s offenses
will not go away.

(Jaiva Dharma, Chapter 24)

6. What are the symptoms of those devoid of unalloyed
devotional service?

The following are symptoms of those devoid of pure
devotional service: they engage in condemned activities, such
as disregarding pure Vaisnavas and associating with
nondevotees (which includes illicit association with women
and materialists); disregard the spiritual master; blaspheme
the devotional literature; consider the Lord and His names to
be different; consider the holy names to be equal to pious
activities; lack faith in the chanting because they possess the
mentality of “I and mine;” and they commit sinful activities
on the strength of the holy names.

(Sajjana Tosani 6/7)

7. What are the ten kinds of namaparadha?

The ten kinds of namaparadha are as follows:

1. To blaspheme the devotees who have taken shelter of
the holy names. It is also an offense to neglect them by thinking
that they know only the science of the holy names and know
nothing about jaana-yoga, etc.

2. To consider the demigods independent of Krsna. Krsna
is the Supreme Personality of Godhead and the Lord of lords.
All the demigods and demigoddesses are His servants and
maidservants. Simply by worshiping Krsna, the demigods are
automatically worshiped. Without such faith, if one considers
Krsna as one God and Siva as another and thus imagines many
independent gods, that is an offense.
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3. To disobey the spiritual master. If one thinks that the
spiritual master is expert only in the science of the holy names
but knows nothing about other types of sadhana, that is an
offense. Actually, for one who has attained knowledge of the
science of the holy names, which is the ultimate goal of all
pious activities, there is nothing left for him to be attained or
known.

4. To blaspheme the Vedic literature. The Vedic literature
has glorified the holy names in various ways. It is an offense
to maintain a hostile attitude or lack of faith toward the Vedic
statements glorifying the holy name.

5. To give some interpretation on the holy names. It is an
offense to think that holy names like Rama, Krsna, and Hari
are imaginary, and as such the Lord has no names, forms,
qualities, or activities.

6. To commit sinful activities on the strength of chanting
the holy names. It is a grave offense to think that by chanting,
all one’s sinful reactions will be destroyed or that chanting
will gradually purify one’s heart so that one will no longer
have a taste for sinful activities, while planning in the meantime
to continue committing those sinful activities. Such a mentality
is an offense.

7. To consider chanting the holy names equal to pious
activity. It is an offense to not take shelter of the holy name
by thinking that chanting is a pious activity, similar to following
religious principles, observing vows, or undergoing austerities.
Such a mentality leads one to think that by taking shelter of
any pious activity, one’s heart can be purified. Thus one
minimizes the holy name.

8. To remain inattentive while chanting the holy names is
an offense. It is an offense to not pay attention while
chanting—to become indifferent or lazy toward chanting. To
become indifferent means to think of various forms of material
enjoyment while chanting, to not have a taste for chanting,
and to repeatedly look for the head bead to see when one will
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have completed his round. It is also an offense to chant the
holy name under the influence of the cheating propensity or
for name and fame.

9. To instruct a faithless person about the glories of the
holy names. One should first preach the glories of the holy
names to foolish, faithless persons. Then, when they develop
sufficient faith in the holy names, he should be awarded the
holy name through intitiation. It is a grave offense to initiate
an unqualified person in order to collect money.

10. To maintain the mentality of “I and mine.” It is an
offense to engage in chanting the holy names while maintaining
excessive attachments for material enjoyment even after
understanding the holy name’s glories.

If one gives up these ten forms of namaparadha and
engages in hearing and chanting Krsna’s holy names, he will
certainly achieve love of God, which is the goal of the chanting.

(Sajjana Tosani 11/7)

8. What is the definition of the first namaparadha?

The first namaparadha is to blaspheme those saintly
persons who have taken complete shelter of the holy names
and have given up all pious activities, cultivation of knowledge,
and practice of yoga. The Lord’s holy names cannot tolerate
blasphemy of His devotees, who are engaged in spreading the
actual glories of the holy names. By accepting the devotees
who are attached to chanting the holy names as topmost, and
by chanting the holy names in their association while giving
up all blasphemy, one can quickly attain the holy name’s mercy.

(Jaiva Dharma, Chapter 24)

9. How many forms of the second namaparadha are
there?

The second namaparadha has two forms. The first is to
consider the names, qualities, etc., of Sadasiva, the foremost
demigod, and of Lord Visnu, the Supreme Lord, to be different.
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If one imagines that Sadasiva is an independent god and Lord
Visnu is an independent god, one falls into the category of
accepting many gods. As a result, one’s unalloyed devotional
service to Krsna will become obstructed. Krsna is the Lord of
lords, and the lordship of all demigods, headed by Siva, is
dependent on Krsna. In other words, the demigods have no
separate independence or power. By chanting the holy name
with such a conviction, one does not commit offense. The
second form of this offense is to consider the names, forms,
qualities, and pastimes of the Lord to be different from His
eternally perfected body. Therefore, one should accept
Krsna’s forms, names, qualities, and pastimes to be spiritual
and non-different from one another. With such a mentality,
one should chant Krsna’s holy names. Otherwise, he commits
namaparadha. 1t is prescribed that one should engage in
chanting the holy names of Krsna after achieving this
knowledge.
(Jaiva Dharma, Chapter 24)

10. What does it mean to disobey the spiritual master,
which is the third offense?

Those who think that the spiritual master, who awards
the holy names, is only conversant with the scriptures dealing
with the holy names and is therefore inferior to the spiritual
master who is well-acquainted with Vedanta and other
philosophical literature are certainly offenders at the feet of
the holy names. Actually, there is no spiritual master superior
to he who knows the science of the holy name. To consider
such a spiritual master insignificant is an offense.

(Jaiva Dharma, Chapter 24)

11. How should one treat his spiritual master?

One should not think his spiritual master an ordinary
human being. Rather, one should respect him as an associate
of Krsna filled with Krsna’s energy. To consider the spiritual
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master as Krsna is the philosophy of the impersonalists, not
the philosophy of pure Vaisnavas.
(Harinama-cintamani)

12. What is the fourth namaparadha?

The glories of the holy names are found in all the Vedas
and Upanisads. Therefore it is an offense to blaspheme Vedic
literature. Unfortunately, many people respect ‘other Vedic
instructions but neglect the Vedic instructions that glorify the
holy names. Thus, they commit offense at the feet of the holy
names. Due to this offense, they do not develop a taste for
chanting.

(Jaiva Dharma, Chapter 24)

13. What does it mean to give some interpretation on
the holy names of the Lord?

Those who say that the statements of the Vedas, revealed
scriptures, and Puranas that indicate the holy name’s glories
are exaggerated go to hell forever.

(Jaiva Dharma, Chapter 24)

14. What is the fifth offense in chanting the holy name?

The fifth offense in chanting means to think that whatever
the sastras have said regarding the chanting of the holy name
are not factual but are said only to to draw people’s attention
to the holy name. To think like this an offense. Those who
think like this will not develop a taste for chanting. One should
engage in chanting Hari’s holy names by maintaining full faith
in the words of sastra. One should not associate with those
who interpret the Lord’s holy names. What to speak of
associating with such persons, even if one suddenly meets such
persons, he should immediately bathe with his clothes on. This
is what Sr1 Gauranga taught.

(Jaiva Dharma, Chapter 24)
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15. What will happen to one who thinks that the glories
of Hari’s holy names are imaginary?

It is an offense to consider the Lord’s holy names as
imagination. The impersonalists and materialists think that
the Supreme Absolute Truth is impersonal and devoid of name,
form, etc. Those who conclude that His holy names, such as
Rama and Krsna, have been imagined by the sages, are
offenders at*the feet of the holy names.

(Jaiva Dharma, Chapter 24)

16. What does it mean to commit sinful activities on the
strength of chanting?

Those who engage in committing sinful activities on the
strength of chanting the holy names are offenders at the feet
of the holy names. The sinful activities that are committed on
the strength of the holy name cannot be counteracted by yama,
niyama, or other yogic processes. Since his mentality is
counted among the namaparadhas, it can be countered only
by the prescribed practices for counteracting offenses against
the holy name.

(Jaiva Dharma, Chapter 24)

17. What does it mean to counteract sinful reactions by
chanting the holy name?

Those who conclude, “Let us commit sinful activities and
also chant Hari’s holy name, and after the debit and credit
have been calculated, there will be no balance of sinful
reactions left,” so commit fresh sinful activities, are cheaters
and offenders at the feet of the holy name.

(Sajjana Tosani 8/9)

18. What makes one commit sinful activities on the
strength of chanting the holy name?

Since persons are already offenders to the name, their
chanting remains namabhasa and is not pure. Namabhasa
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eradicates previous sinful reactions and does not allow the
taste for committing fresh sinful activities to develop.
Whatever sinful reactions that are left over from one’s previous
sins also gradually become destroyed by namabhasa. 1f a
person seldom commits sinful activities, then these left-over
reactions will be nullified. But if a person who has taken shelter
of the holy names thinks that since all his sinful reactions
have been destroyed by his chanting, he can commit new sinful
activities—because those reactions too will be destroyed—
then his chanting is offensive. He is committing sins on the
strength of chanting the holy name.
(Jaiva Dharma, Chapter 24)

19. What is the offense of considering the chanting of
the holy name to be equal to a pious activity?

Although hari-nama is both the sadhana by which we can
achieve the goal of life and the goal of life itself, hari-nama
cannot be compared to mere pious activities. Those who think
chanting the holy name a pious activity non-different from
other such activities are offenders at the feet of the name.

(Jaiva Dharma, Chapter 24)

20. What is the main impediment blocking one from
developing attachment for chanting?

If one gives up all the offenses in chanting, but remains
inattentive, he can never develop attachment for chanting.

(Sajjana Tosani 11/1)

21. What are the various definitions of inattention while
chanting?

O Lord! All anarthas are produced when we do not pay
attention to our chanting. The exalted devotees have defined
inattention as indifference, laziness, and restlessness.

(Harinama-cintamani)
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22. What is the symptom of a restless chanter?

Those who are afflicted with restlessness try to finish their
prescribed rounds as soon as possible. One should be
extremely careful not to commit such an offense while
chanting.

(Harinama-cintamani)

23. Why is inattention in chanting the source of all
offenses?

O reservoir of all transcendental qualities! If one chants
the holy names of the Lord but his attention is elsewhere,
‘how can he benefit? If even such a person chants one hundred
thousand holy names of the Lord, still a drop of the mellow of
ecstatic love will not be attained. O Lord! This is the definition
of inattention while chanting the holy names. This offense is
deeply rooted in the hearts of materialists.

(Harinama-cintamani)

24. How can laziness be destroyed?

The characteristic of a saintly person is that he does not
waste time. By seeing such character in another, one will
certainly hanker after it. One will think, “Alas! When will I
become fortunate enough to chant, sing, and remember the
holy names of the Lord like this saintly person?” Such
enthusiasm in a lazy person’s mind will destroy his laziness
because he will remember Krsna.

(Harinama-cintamani)

25. Why does one become indifferent to chanting the
holy names?

If the desire to accumulate wealth, enjoy the association
of women, name and fame, to cheat others, and to seek victory
over defeat fills one’s heart, that will naturally make one
indifferent to chanting the Lord’s holy names.

(Harinama-cintamani)
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26. What is the fault of instructing the faithless persons
about the glories of the holy names?

To instruct the faithless about the glories of Lord Hari’s
holy name is an offense. The faithless include those who are
averse to the Supreme Lord’s service and those devoid of a
taste for hearing His holy names.

(Jaiva Dharma, Chapter 24)

27. What kind of offense is it to maintain the mentality
of “I” and “mine”?

Those who are intoxicated by the mentality that “I am
such-and-such in this material world, and these riches and
followers are mine,” and who seldom hears the glories of the
holy name from the mouths of saintly persons because of
ignorance or flickering faith, and who display no love for the
holy name, are offenders at the feet of the holy name.

(Jaiva Dharma, Chapter 24)

28. Why does an initiated devotee fall from the path of
devotional service?

Even after being initiated, the majority of materialists fall
down from devotional service because of their mentality of
#1” and “mipe.™

(Harinama-cintamani)

29. How can we remove the mentality of “I” and “mine”?

We should seek devotees who have renounced material
enjoyment and possessiveness and who worship the lotus feet
of Krsna by chanting His holy names. We should then associate
with them. By serving such devotees, we will gradually give up
the waves of material enjoyment and develop faith in the holy
name. In this way, our “I” and “mine” mentality will be
destroyed and we will cross the ocean of material existence.

(Harinama-cintamanti)
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30. What is the goal of the offenders at the feet of the
holy name?

The holy name will certainly award whatever fruits an
offender of the holy name desires from his chanting. However,
the holy name will never award him love of God.

(Jaiva Dharma, Chapter 25)

31. How can we counteract namaparadha?

If we commit offenses in Deity worship, the holy name
can counteract them. Offenses to the holy name are only
counteracted by chanting the holy names themselves. Constant
chanting of the holy names awards all perfection.

(Bhajana-rahasya Chapter 2)
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Compassion Toward
Living Entities

1. What is the highest welfare activity?

There are three ways to exhibit compassion toward the
living entities. Compassion can be displayed toward the gross
material body, and this is counted as a pious activity.
Distributing free food to the hungry, free medicine to the
diseased, free water to the thirsty, and free clothing to those
afflicted by cold, are all expressions of compassion related to
the body. Providing free education is an expression of
compassion related to the minds of the living entities. But the
highest form of compassion is in relation to the living entities’
souls. From such a compassionate propensity is born eagerness
to deliver fallen souls from the miseries of material existence
by awarding them devotional service to Krsna.

(Sajjana Tosani 9/9)

2. To which living entities does the phrase jiva-daya,
“compassion for others,” apply?

It is to be understood that jiva-daya refers only to
conditioned souls. Moreover, among conditioned souls, those
who have become inclined toward Krsna should be treated as
friends, not as candidates for compassion.
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Therefore, mercy is to be shown only to those who are
foolish or ignorant among the conditioned souls.
(Sajjana Tosani 4/8)

3. What is the difference between the welfare activities
of the karmis, jananis, and bhaktas?

Those who follow karma kanda do not endeavor to give
others eternal benefit. Rather, they think that compassion
relating to the body and mind is the most auspicious. The
followers of jiana kanda think that compassion relating to
the mind is the most beneficial. But the Lord’s pure devotees
eternally benefit the living entities by preaching devotional
service to them.

(Sajjana Tosani 9/9)

4. What is the proof of a Vaisnava’s compassion toward
the living entities?

Until a living entity’s good fortune has been awakened,
his propensity to serve Krsna does not arise. Helping the living
entities awaken their good fortune is the only proof of a
Vaisnava’s compassion toward them.

(Sajjana Tosani 4/8)

5. How does a Vaisnava show compassion toward living
entities?

The main activity of a Vaisnava is to incline living entities
toward serving Lord Krsna. Whenever curing diseases or
satisfying the body’s hunger becomes the main objective, it is
to be understood that there is a lack of Vaisnavism there.
This is because by such activities, the living entities receive
only temporary relief, not eternal relief. Whenever such
activities are directed to help the living entities inclination
towards Krsna, however, the Vaisnavas take pleasure in them.

(Sajjana Tosani 4/8)
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6. How should one conduct oneself as a devotee?

Teach your saintly characteristics to others. You are
engaged in good activities, that is all right, but the living entities
of the material world who are just like your brothers are
becoming degraded due to their sinful activities.

(Sajjana Tosani 5/10)

7. Which materialists are fit to receive a Vaisnavas
mercy?

The devotees should display mercy toward the non-
duplicitous materialists.

(Bhagavatarka Maricimala 15/126)

8. What kind of preaching makes a Vaisnava happy?

A Vaisnava becomes particularly happy when he sees that
by his preaching about Krsna even one living entity has taken
to Krsna’s service.

(Sajjana Tosani 4/8)

9. Is there any difference between jiva-daya and the basis
of devotional service to Krsna?

Compassion cannot be separated from raga (attachment).
There is no difference between jiva-daya and the basis of
devotional service to Krsna.

(Sri Krsna-sambhita 8/18)

10. How does a Vaisnava show mercy, and why is it
topmost?

When a person takes shelter of bhakti, mercy towards all
living entities is a natural quality. Compassion does not have
separate existence from bhakti. This quality when offered to
the Lord is called bhakti or prema. It becomes friendship,
compassion and indifference when directed towards other
living beings. This feeling is inherent in the eternal soul. In
the spiritual realm, this quality manifests only as friendship,
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but in the material world, it manifests as friendship towards
devotees, mercy towards the innocent, and indifference
towards the offenders. These are but different aspects of the
same compassion. In the conditioned state, this compassion
is stunted. It starts with one’s own body, and then widens to
include one’s household, then one’s caste, then one’s fellow
citizens. Expanding, it includes the human beings of the whole
world. A materialist’s compassion becomes complete when it
is directed towards all living entities. Patriotism is but an aspect
of this sentiment in relation to one’s country, and it is
philanthropy when directed towards all humanity. The
Vaisnava is not limited by these sentiments. He is
compassionate to all living entities, regardless of caste, creed,
nationality, mental, or physical condition.
(Caitanya-siksamrta 3/3)
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Developing a Taste for
Chanting the Holy Names

1. Can one develop taste for chanting if he does not
possess piety born of devotional service?

A person who does not have piety born of devotional
service can never achieve faith in the science of devotional
service. Among all the limbs of devotional service, chanting
the holy names is topmost. Therefore one cannot develop a
taste for chanting if he lacks piety.

(Harinama-cintamani)

2. Is it necessary to perform eternal and occasional
activities if one has developed a taste for chanting the holy
names of Hari?

When one develops a taste for cultivating the chanting of
the holy names in the association of the saintly persons, then
one no longer needs to perform any kind of pious activities.
Chanting the holy names is complete spiritual cultivation. Pious
activities such as chanting Vedic mantras and offering prayers
are simply meant to support the above-mentioned principal
activity of chanting the holy names. They are never complete
in themselves.

(Jaiva Dharma, Chapter 3)
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3. How and when does one develop a taste for chanting
the holy names?

If I sing Your holy name aloud every day with warm
affection, then as sugar candy taken medicinally destroys the
disease that gives it a bitter taste, so Your holy name, O Lord
Hari, will cure my spiritual disease and allow me to gradually
taste Your sweetness. How great is my misfortune that I feel
no appreciation for Your holy name, O merciful Lord! In such
a lamentable state, how will I be freed from committing the
ten offenses? If I sing Your name every day, gradually, by
Your mercy, the ten offenses will disappear, taste for Your
holy name will grow within me, and then I shall relish the
intoxicating wine of the holy name.

(Saranagati)
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Service to the Vaisnavas

1. Should a person aspiring for Krsna’s mercy see
differences among Vaisnavas?

I will recognise the Vaisnavas as they are according to
their qualification and offer my respect to them. Then I will
certainly achieve their mercy, which is the secret of all
perfection.

(Kalyana-kalpataru, Song 7)

2. Can one achieve the result of serving a devotee by
mistakenly serving a nondevotee as a devotee?

Do not think that if we serve the non-devotees by
considering them devotees that we will achieve the result of
serving devotees.

(Sajjana Tosani 5/5)

3. Is serving the living entities and serving the Vaisnavas
the same?

If one serves all living entities by considering them
Vaisnavas, one gets only the result of serving living entities.
Such service cannot be called service to Vaisnavas who are
attached to chanting the holy names. Vaisnava-seva is the path
prescribed by Sriman Mahaprabhu.

(Sajjana Tosani 6/1)
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4. Can we achieve the result of vaisnava-seva by feeding
pseudo Vaisnavas greedy after opulent food, wealth, and
disciples?

The present custom in holy places is extremely harmful.
There, one person goes out and invites one hundred Vaisnavas
for lunch. After receiving such an invitation, these Vaisnavas
immediately give up their respective duties and decorate
themselves with tilaka. Then they begin to manifest symptoms
of devotional service, thinking, “Today we will get sufficient
puris and malpuris and also some daksina.” In Sri Bhakti-
rasamrta-sindhu, Sri Rapa Gosvami has not accepted these
activities as devotional service. Therefore, if these activities
are not devotional service, then the performers of such
activities cannot be accepted as Vaisnavas.

(Sajjana Tosani 6/1)

5. Is feeding the descendants of the Supreme Lord
vaisnava-seva? Is there any need to give special honor to
these Vaisnavas because they claim to be descendents of the
Supreme Lord?

Nowadays, the system in holy places is that when someone
wishes to serve Vaisnavas, he invites one of the descendants
of the Lord (Nityananda-vamsa or Advaita-vamsa), cooks
opulent foodstuffs, then invites other Vaisnavas and feeds them
all. We cannot accept such activities as vaisnava-seva. While
serving Vaisnavas, there is no need to respect the particular
spiritual status of any one of them. Differences in their degree
of devotional service determine the superiority and inferiority
of Vaisnavas.

(Sajjana Tosani 6/1)

6. With what consideration and care should one serve a
Vaisnava?

One should consider vaisnava-seva an eternal occupational
duty, but one should not offer Vaisnavas food and donations
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in order to gain name and fame, and then engage in activities
hostile to devotional service.
(Sajjana Tosani 6/1)

7. Is offering daksina after feeding Vaisnavas part of
karma-kanda?

“Offering daksina to Vaisnavas after feeding them is
certainly part of karma-kanda. There is no system by which
Vaisnavas are offered daksina. Offering daksina to Vaisnavas
has become fashionable from the custom of offering daksina
to brahmanas after feeding them. This system should certainly
be rejected.

(Sajjana Tosani 6/1)

8. What kind of Vaisnava should one satisfy?

O devotees! Glorify the Vaisnavas who are attached to
chanting the holy names of Hari in all respects, but do not
degrade vaisnava-seva by turning it into a karma-kanda
activity, such as giving donations to Vaisnavas after feeding
them. It is not the opinion of the Lord to invite some renounced
Vaisnavas and feed them.

(Sajjana Tosani 6/1)

9. How should one feed a pure Vaisnava and an ordinary
guest?

If you must feed a professional teacher who is afflicted
with hunger, you should do so according to the rule of serving
guests. There is no need to show such a person special love.
You can serve him with care, but not with love. However, you
should feed the pure Vaisnava with love and affection, and
accept his remnants with love and respect.

(Sajjana Tosani 11/11)
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10. Are giving alms to a sannyasi and serving a Vaisnava
guest synonymous?

An uninvited, renounced Vaisnava is called a guest
Vaisnava. If incidentally any such Vaisnava comes to our home,
we should serve him. This will count as a householder’s
vaisnava-seva. If we invite too many sannyasis, it will becomes
difficult to properly care for them all and thus we may commit
an offense. As soon as a Vaisnava is invited, he is no longer a
guest. Giving alms to a sannyasi cannot be called vaisnava-
seva.*

(Sajjana Tosani 6/1)

11. What is the difference between serving a guest and
serving a Vaisnava, and which type of service should a
Vaisnava householder perform?

The difference between atithi-seva and vaisnava-seva is
that atithi-seva is the religious principle of a householder, while
vaisnava-seva is the religious principle of a Vaisnava. A
Vaisnava householder must perform atithi-seva because
householders should serve guests. Since he is also a Vaisnava,
however, he should also perform vaisnava-seva.

(Sajjana Tosani 8/2)

9. What is the proper way to engage in vaisnava-seva?

Nowadays, people are engaged in something called
“festival.” Many people think that this is vaisnava-seva.
Actually, without serving pure Vaisnavas, one cannot attain
the result of vaisnava-seva. Even if there are few pure
Vaisnavas, one can still attain the result of vaisnava-seva only
by serving pure Vaisnavas.

(Sajjana Tosani 4/5)

*According to Vedic terminology, an uninvited guess is called atithi,
meaning “no time.” 7ithi means “time,” and atithi means “no time” or
“unexpected.” Atithi devo bhava: an uninvited or unexpected guest is
like God, and should be treated as such. Thus according to Vedic culture,
an invited person is not considered guest, while uninvited persons are
guests and should be treated accordingly.
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12. What procedure should one follow when a Vaisnava
arrives or departs?

If one hears that a Vaisnava is coming, one should go
forward and welcome him. When he departs, one should
follow him for some distance.

(Sajjana Tosani 7/3)
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Istagosthi, Vaisnava Counseling

1. What is istagosthi?

Without the association of pure devotees there cannot be
an istagosthi. The word ista means “desired subject matter,”
and the word gosthi means “assembly.” The assembly of pure
devotees has been described as istagosthi by combining the
above-mentioned two words.

(Sajjana Tosani 10/12)

2. How many types of istagosthi of pure devotees are
there?

Istagosthi is of two kinds, “following” and “preaching.”
While following, pure devotees recite Srimad-Bhagavatam,
hear, and chant the holy name of Hari. While preaching, these
devotees propagate the science of the Absolute Truth, the
living entities, the transcendental mellows, and the holy name’s
glories according to the qualification of their audience.

(Sajjana Tosani 10/12)

3. What is krsna-katha-gosthi?

When two devotees meet and discuss the topics of Krsna,
it is called krsna-katha-gosthi.

(Sajjana Tosani 10/11)
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4. What is the difference between ordinary talk and
istagosthi?

What to speak of awarding happiness, ordinary talk causes
extreme unhappiness. However, such talk never appears in
an istagosthi.

(Sajjana Tosani 10/11)

5. Why is the assembly of pure devotees so rare?

Pure devotees are rare in this world. Therefore it is
difficult to find more than four or five such devotees in an
assembly or istagosthi.

(Sajjana Tosani 10/11)

6. What are the different stages of the Srimad Gauranga
Samaj?

A gathering of all types of people is called Srimad
Gauranga Samaj. A gathering of devotees is called Vaisnava
Samaj or Vaisnava istagosthi. A meeting of two pure devotees
is called krsna-katha-gosthi. The existence of one pure devotee
is called the solitary bhajana of chanting the holy name.

(Sajjana Tosani 10/11)
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Preaching

1. Which devotees are attached to preaching, and which
to both following and preaching?

The bhajananandi devotees, or those who take pleasure
in performing bhajana in a solitary place, are attached to
following the codes of conduct. The gostyanandi devotees, or
those who take pleasure in performing bhajana in the
association of other devotees, are always attached to preaching.
Among the gosthyanandis, some are attached to both following
the codes of conduct and preaching. Remembering the Lord
is the primary code of conduct for the loving devotees, and
chanting the Lord’s holy names is their preaching.

(Caitanya-siksamrta 6/3)

2. Are the religious principles preached by Mahaprabhu
not fit to be preached?

Mahaprabhu has entrusted everyone with the responsibility
to preach Vaisnava dharma.

(Jaiva Dharma, Chapter 8)
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3. What procedure should one follow while preaching?

One should transform an unqualified person into a
qualified person, then instruct him about the holy name.
Whenever possible, one should avoid speaking in any way that
will obstruct the preaching.

(Jaiva Dharma, Chapter 8)

4. What recommendation did Srimad Bhaktivinoda
Thakura give to us about vigorously preaching Sriman
Mahaprabhu’s order?

Preach the chanting of the holy names of Krsna and the
teachings of Sri Gauranga in every town and village. Take Sri
Caitanya-caritamrta in your hands, go door to door, and preach
the Lord’s holy names and the teachings of Sriman
Mahaprabhu. As Mahaprabhu ordered Sri Nityananda and
Sri Haridasa to travel and preach His message, similarly, being
servants of Sti Gauranga, you should engage proper candidates
to travel and preach the teachings of Mahaprabhu. Preaching
cannot be done by unqualified persons. In our opinion, you
should immediately set up a Vaisnava school. After educating
some selfless, well-behaved persons in the teachings of
Mahaprabhu, send them to every town and village to preach
His message.

(Sajjana Tosani 11/3)

5. What have the previous Vaisnavas and the Gosvamis
done to protect and preach Vaisnava dharma?

Some of the previous Vaisnavas and the Gosvamis have
illumined the entire world with the light of pure eternal
Vaisnava dharma, by writing devotional literatures, songs, by
preaching religious principles, by chanting the holy names of
Hari, and by their pure characteristics and sublime Vaisnavism.
Since the entire world has now been plunged into darkness
under Kali’s influence in the form of irreligious principles,
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Mahaprabhu is attracting the minds of many persons and

empowering many devotees to preach His own teachings, to

distribute love of God, and to preach actual Vaisnava etiquette.
(Sajjana Tosani 2/1)

6. In order to protect Sri Caitanya’s pure religious
principles, what is our duty toward persons who find fault in
His instructions?

It is our duty to remove those harmful insects who have
entered into the flower of pure religious principles followed
and instructed by Sri Mahaprabhu. It is not that such insects
are only plundering the fragrance of the flower of religious
principles, but they are trying to finish the flower by gradually
eating it away. The seed of pure instructions that Mahaprabhu
Caitanyadeva, Prabhu Nityananda, and His son Prabhu
Viracandra gave in order to establish the society of Vaisnavas
has in some places become fruitless due to falling onto barren
land. In other places it has produced unwanted weeds after
falling onto uncultured land.

(Sajjana Tosani 2/4)

7. What should be done to reestablish the principles of
Vaisnava dharma?

In order to deliver Vaisnava dharma from the mire, one
must try to remove all that is oppressing it.

(Sajjana Tosani 2/7)

8. How much should one tolerate in order to destroy evil
philosophy?

If evil philosophies exist in your country, then you should
try to correct them. If even this causes a confrontation with
cheaters and cunning people, still you should fight them for
the sake of Sriman Mahaprabhu.

(Sajjana Tosani 4/6)
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9. Should one expose the characters of those who are
opposed to pure devotional service while preaching?

Many activities that are illegal and hostile to devotional
service are being widely performed in the name of devotional
service. Unless those activities are clearly exposed, there
cannot be any victory for preaching pure devotional service.

(Sajjana Tosani 2/4)

10. Why is it necessary to write the pastimes of Sri
Caitanya in all the world’s languages?

It is extremely necessary to write Sri Caitanya’s pastimes
in all the languages of the world. Within a short time, the
name of Mahaprabhu will be spread all over the world, and
He will become the only worshipable Lord of everyone.

(Sajjana Tosani 4/3)

11. How should the preachers propagate Mahaprabhu’s
teachings?

The preachers should propagate the teachings of
Mahaprabhu simply out of love. They should expect neither
salary nor reward. It is not possible to preach pure religious
principles without pure devotees. That is why when other
religious groups preach, they hardly achieve any results.

(Caitanya-siksamrta 1/2)

12. How did Sriman Mahaprabhu and His associates
preach Hari’s holy names?

After accepting sannyasa, Srimad Godrumacandra, who
is the most merciful incarnation and the purifier of Kali-yuga,
preached the holy names of Hari all over the world. While
residing at Jagannatha Puri, the Lord personally distributed
love of Krsna to the residents of Orissa and South India. He
ordered Sriman Nityananda Prabhu and Sri Advaita Prabhu
to preach the holy names of Krsna and to reveal the science
of the Absolute Truth in Bengal. He sent Sriman Ripa and
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Sanatana Gosvamis to the western part of India to preach the
glories of holy name and pure devotional service. Being
ordered by Sriman Mahaprabhu Sri Ripa Gosvami preached
in Vrndavana. Today I will sing before you the eight verses
glorifying the holy names composed by Sri Ripa Gosvami,
who was the dcarya of the mellows of the holy name. Kindly
hear them and realize these glories.
(Vaisnava Siddhanta Mala, Song 5)

13. Who inaugurated nama-hatta, and what are His
instructions?

nadiya-godrume nityananda mahajana
patiyache nam-hatta jivera karana
(sraddhavan jan he, sraddhavan jan he)
prabhura ajnay, bhai, magi ei bhiksa
bolo krsna, bhajo krsna, koro krsna-siksa
aparadha-sinya ho’ye loho krsna-nam
krsna mata, krsna pita, krsna dhana-pran
krsnera samsara koro chadi’ anacar
jive doya, krsna-nam-sarva-dharma-sar

In the land of Nadiya, on the island of Godruma, the
magnanimous Lord Nityananda has opened up the
marketplace of the holy name, meant for the deliverance of
all fallen souls.

O faithful persons! O faithful persons! O brothers! By
the order of Lord Gauranga, I beg this one request: Chant
Krsna! Worship Krsna! Follow Krsna’s instructions!

Being careful to remain free of offenses, just take the holy
name of Krsna. Krsna is your mother, Krsna is your father,
and Krsna is the treasure of your life.”
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Giving up all improper behavior, carry on your worldly
duties only in relation to Krsna. The showing of compassion
to all fallen souls by loudly chanting the holy name of Krsna is
the essence of all forms of religion.

(Vaisnava Siddhanta Mala, Song 6)

14. What were the duties of the principal mahajanas,
workers, and guards of nama-hatta, and how did they
perform their pure patrol?

Sri Mahaprabhu displayed His mercy toward the living
entities tortured by Kali-yuga by ordering Sri Nityananda
Prabhu to preach the holy name from home to home.
Therefore Sri Nityananda Prabhu is certainly the mila
mahajana, the chief proprietor of the nama-hatta located at
Godruma. Even though all the employees of the nama-hatta
are qualified for performing ajna-tahal, the “patrol according
to the Lord’s order,” still, the great mahasayas, who are like
patrolling watchmen, are especially empowered to render their
duties in an entirely selfless manner. Above all the rest, Prabhu
Nityananda and patrolman Haridasa Thakura have each
exhibited the glories of this post in their own unique ways. If
one goes out on patrol with the hope of simply collecting
money and rice, then that is not the pure form of ajaa-tahal.

The mahasaya on patrol plays his karatalas and calls out,
“O faithful persons! I do not wish to beg from you any worldly
thing or mundane favor. The only alms I beg is that all of you
honor the order of the Lord by chanting the name of Krsna,
worshiping Krsna, and teaching others about Krsna. Just
invoke the true name of Krsna. Specifically, by giving up
namabhasa, please chant the purely spiritual holy name of
the Lord.

“O faithful persons! To give up namabhasa and sing the
pure holy names is certainly the true welfare of the living
entities . Please worship Lord Krsna by chanting krsna-nama.
Perform bhajana by engaging in sravana, kirtana, smarana,
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sevana, arcana, vandana, dasya, sakhya, and atma-nivedana.
Execute that bhajana either on the path of vidhi-marga or
raga-marga according to your specific qualification.

“O faithful persons! Remaining free from the ten offenses,
just worship Lord Krsna. Only Krsna is the living entities’
mother, father, offspring, wealth, husband, and life treasure.
The living entities are the spiritual rays, Krsna is the spiritual
sun, and the material world is the living entities’ prison. Truly,
the pastimes of Krsna, which lie beyond the material realm,
are the factual riches you should seek.

“O faithful persons! You have turned away from Krsna
and thus suffered the experience of so-called happiness and
distress in the realm of the material world. This situation is
not befitting you.

“All the following things come under the heading of
unfavorable actions, performed either by oneself or by society:
theft, speaking lies, cheating, hostility, lust, inflicting bodily
harm, duplicitous politics, and so forth. Abandoning all these,
just resort to pious means and spend your life in Krsna’s world.
The ultimate statement is this: showing mercy to all living
beings, living a pure lifestyle, just chant the holy name of
Krsna. There is no difference whatsoever between krsna-nama
and Lord Krsna Himself. By the mercy of the holy name, Krsna
in the form of His names, forms, attributes, and pastimes will
personally reveal Himself to the vision of the eyes of your
spiritual body. Truly in a few days your spiritual consciousness
will be awakened and you will remain floating in the ocean of
eternally sweet krsna-prema.”

(Vaisnava Siddhanta Mala, Song 6, purport)

15. What kind of enthusiasm and happiness did Srila
Jagannatha dasa Babaji Maharaja and Sriman
Bhaktivinoda Thakura display while preaching the nama-
hatta program?
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We were present in the village of Amlajoda on 28"
Phalguna. After staying up the whole night on account of
Ekadasi, the next morning all the devotees of the village went
out for nagara-sankirtana with great pomp. Keeping the most
worshipable Srila Jagannatha dasa Babaji Maharaja in front,
everyone reached Prapannasrama. The symptoms of ecstatic
love that Babaji Maharaja began to exhibit at the time of
kirtana are beyond description. Even though he was more than
a hundred years old at that time, he wonderfully sang, cried,
and rolled on the ground like a lion. His devotional display
was unprecedented, and sang as follows: “What wonderful
holy names has Lord Nityananda brought! He is distributing
the holy names in exchange for only one’s faith. Although my
most merciful Nityananda was hit on the head by Jagai, still
He distributed love of God to everyone.” On seeing the
symptoms of Babaji Maharaja’s ecstatic love, everyone became
filled with the bliss of kirtana, and displayed the symptoms of
their own ecstatic love by shedding tears, dancing, and their
hairs standing on end. Later, when the kirtana was over,
Jagannatha dasa Babaji delivered a brief lecture on namahatta.
With great pleasure, he ordered the activities of
Prapannasrama to be carried out from that day onward.
According to his order, the person in charge of the namahatta
program completed the formalities of inaugurating
Prapannasrama that day.

It is customary in all countries that the head of the local
administration is invited as the chief guest whenever a school
or hospital is inaugurated. The most worshipable Srila
Jagannatha dasa Babaji Maharaja was invited as the chief guest
during the inauguration of Prapannasrama, and it was
completely reasonable. Wherever Prapannasrama is
established, such a procedure should be followed.

(Sajjana Tosani 4/2)
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Singing About the
Mellows of Ecstatic Love

1. What is the correct procedure for singing about the
pastimes of Lord Krsna?

One should first sing about Lord Gauracandra’s pastimes.
It is the custom among devotees that they do not sing about
Krsna’s pastimes without first have sung about the pastimes
of Gauracandra.

(Sajjana Tosani 2/6)

2. What kind of music should a practitioner of devotional
service hear?

A practitioner of devotional service should hear only those
songs and music that do not only satisfy his senses but that
describe the Lord’s pastimes and help him to cultivate
devotional service. We should carefully give up hearing
ordinary music and songs, because such hearing simply
increases our attachment for material objects and sense
gratification.

(Caitanya-siksamrta 3/2)

3. When did Gaudiya Vaisnavas begin singing
accompanied by musical instruments?
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Singing accompanied by musical instrument began only
during the time of Srinivasa Acarya. Srinivasa Acarya, Sri
Narottama dasa, and Sri Syamananda Prabhu resided for some
time in Vrndavana as students of Sri Jiva Gosvami. With his
approval, these three began to perform kirtana accompanied
by musical instruments. All three were expert in musical
science. Moreover, they were proficient in the Indian classical
music of Delhi. They were also intimate friends and shared a
single life goal.

(Sajjana Tosani 6/2)

4. How did the process of singing songs in manoharasahi,
garanahati, and reneti ways come into existence?

Srinivasa Acarya illumined the province of Katwa through
his preaching. His area fell under the jurisdiction of the
manoharasahi subdivision. Therefore the process of singing
he inaugurated is called manoharasahi. Sri Narottama dasa
was a resident of Kheturi village, which was under the
jurisdiction of the garanahati subdivision in the district of
Rajashahi, Bangladesh. That is why the process of singing he
inaugurated is called garanahati. Sri Syamananda Prabhu
belongs to the district of Midnapur. The process of singing he
inaugurated is called reneti. In order to encourage these three
rpusical acaryas, Sri Jiva Gosvami awarded them each titles.
Srinivasa became known as Acdrya, Sri Narottama dasa as
Thakura, and Syamananda as Sri Syamananda Prabhu.

(Sajjana Tosani 6/2)

5. Why is it improper for persons who are ignorant about
the mellows of devotional service to add alphabets or words
to the mahajanas songs?

There is neither overlapping rasas nor contradiction in
the words of the mahajanas. Therefore, if persons or singers
ignorant of the mellows of devotional service add anything to
the mahajanas’ songs, they will certainly add rasabhasa,
overlapping rasas opposed to the Vaisnava conclusion.

(Sajjana Tosani 6/2)
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6. What is the value of hearing professional singers sing
rasa-kirtana? Should Vaisnavas hear such kirtana?

Professional singers of rasa-kirtana are rasika in name
only. In fact, they are devoid of knowledge regarding rasa and
averse to the Vaisnava conclusion. Their songs are full of
different musical modes and tunes, but their kirtana is not fit
to be heard by Vaisnavas. They add so much to the original
mahdajanas’ songs just to please the assembled women and
fools. Such people are full of pride, because they gather money
and praise from foolish audiences.

(Sajjana Tosani 6/2)

7. What is Sri Bhaktivinoda Thakura’s strict instruction
regarding hearing rasa-kirtana sung by unqualified people?

The majority of people in this world are perverted. They
love to make big shows and thus fulfill their whims in the
name of actual bhajana. As long as this bad practice is not
checked, one will not be able to realize the gravity of the
conjugal rasa. O devotees! Do not hear rasa-kirtana in the
assembly of selfish singers and a foolish, ambitious audience.
Forget about attending sraddha ceremonies. Make sure that
such a system does not exist inside a Vaisnava asrama. When
unqualified persons are present, you should simply chant the
holy names, and pray and sing only about dasya-rasa. When
only unalloyed, pure, rasika Vaisnavas are present, it is
permissible to hear rasa-kirtana. While hearing such rasa-
kirtana, one should try to realize one’s mode of bhajana that
befits his own constitutional position. If as a result the practice
of professional singing vanishes, that will be beneficial to
Vaisnavas. It is an act of Kali to let artificial rasa-kirtana go
on anywhere and everywhere simply so the singers can collect
money and the people can indulge their senses.

(Sajjana Tosani 6/2)
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8. What goal do materialists attain when they hear about
the transcendental pastimes?

Those who glorify the happiness derived from the gross
body and who are ignorant of the variegatedness of spiritual
happiness should not glance at, think about, or discuss the
Lord’s transcendental pastimes, because by doing so, they
will either blaspheme such activities, calling them obscene,
think them born of flesh, or eagerly accept them as the sahajiyas

do and fall down.
(Caitanya-siksamrta 7/7)
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Activities Unfavorable to
Devotional Service

1. Is it necessary to be determined to accept items
favorable for devotional service and reject items unfavorable
for devotional service?

It is extremely necessary for a practitioner of devotional
service to possess utmost care and determination while
accepting things favorable for devotional service and rejecting
things unfavorable for devotional service. Materialistic persons
often face many things detrimental to the Lord’s worship, but
with special care and determination, they should give them
up. Otherwise such things create impediments to their sadhana
and delay them in achieving the ultimate goal of life.

(Sajjana Tosani 11/5)

2. What does it mean to reject things unfavorable to
devotional service?

I will not eat anything other than the remnants of the Lord
and His devotees. I will not see anything other than temples
and places connected with the Lord and His devotees. I will
not hear anything other than topics concerning the Lord and
His devotees. I will not engage my body in any activities devoid
of any relationship with the Lord and His devotees. I will not
meditate, consider, or relish anything other than the subject
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matter related to the Lord and His devotees. I will not sing or
read any other songs or literature other than those related to
the Lord or His devotees. These resolutions are called rejecting

things unfavorable to devotional service.
(Sajjana Tosani 4/9)

3. What does a devotee who is giving up unfavorable
items promise the Lord?

O Lord! I will not associate with those who are averse to
Your devotional service. I will not see the face of persons
opposed to Sri Gauranga.

(Song from Saranagati)

4. What kind of association should be renounced?

It should be understood that wherever activities opposed
to devotional service are performed, there is no question of
pure devotional service there. One must give up such
association.

(Sajjana Tosani 6/7)

5. How can we ascertain the difference between good
and bad association?

Both the pious and sinful who are averse to the Lord are
bad association. Even those who are sinful but who are inclined
toward God should be considered good association.

(Sajjana Tosani 10/11)

6. Whose association is called “good association”?

One should always give up the association of godless
people who are proud of their wealth, knowledge, high birth,
and so on, and one should associate with those who are inclined
toward Krsna. Four types of persons are inclined toward Krsna.
They are:

1. Devotees who depend upon fruitive activities and
religious principles;
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2. Mature yogis who are indifferent to fruitive activities
and religious principles;

3. Immature yogis and imitators of the above three;

4. Devotees who are sincere and non-duplicitous. These
persons are certainly better association.

(Commentary on Bhajanamrtam)

7. What is the result of associating with sinful persons?
Saintly persons?

The result of associating with sinful persons is material
existence. Association with saintly persons keeps one aloof
from associating with sinful persons.

(Sajjana Tosani 15/2)

8. Are materialists and impersonalists devotees of Krsna?

Both materialists and impersonalists are devoid of
devotion to Krsna and their lives are useless.

(Song from Saranagati)

9. Who is more abominable, impersonalists or
materialists?

Of the two, the materialist is better. One should never
aspire to associate with an impersonalist.

(Song from Saranagati)

10. In ordinary dealings, how long should a devotee
associate with a materialist?

One should not associate with persons who are averse to the
Lord’s service. One will have to meet such people in his ordinary
dealings, but one should deal with them only until the work is
finished. After the work is finished, one should not deal with
them.

(Sajjana Tosani 11/6)
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11. What kind of mentality makes association?

Giving charity to a materialist or accepting a materialist’s
charity, if done out of love, becomes asat-sariga. When a
materialist approaches you, whatever is required to be done
should be done only out of duty. One should not speak
confidentially with a materialist. Generally, there is some love
involved in confidential speaking. Therefore, it is association.
While meeting a materialistic friend, one should speak only what
is extremely necessary. At that time, it is better not to exhibit
heartfelt love.

(Sajjana Tosani 11/11)

12. Is intimate brotherhood with godless people not
condemnable?

Sitting together in an assembly, crossing the river together
on a boat, taking bath together at a bathing ghat, or buying
and selling together in the market is not called association. To
deal intimately with someone as a brother is called association.
One should never associate in this way with godless people.

(Caitanya-siksamrta 3/3)

13. What harm do the six enemies, which are unfavorable
to devotional service, cause a practitioner of devotional
service?

The six enemies (lust, anger, greed, illusion, pride, and
envy) constantly appear in the human mind and create
disturbances. These six enemies engage the mind in the
following temporary material activities: the urge to speak in
order to cause anxiety, the mental urge to speculate, the urge
to speak harsh words in anger, the urge of the tongue to relish
the four kinds of foodstuffs (sweet, sour, salty, and bitter),
the urge of the stomach to eat palatable foodstuffs, and the
urge of the genitals to enjoy the association of men and women.
Because of these six enemies, pure cultivation of devotional
service does not take place in the heart.

(Commentary on Upadesamrta)
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14.Is the happiness derived from eating, sleeping, mating,
and defending eternal or temporary?

The sensual pleasure derived from associating with women,
eating palatable foodstuffs, bathing, applying sandalwood
paste, and chewing betel is extremely temporary. As soon as
one indulges in these activities, he begins to feel distress.
Drunkards and woman-hunters exemplify this truth. What
eternal happiness is there in enjoying the atmosphere of
Nandankanana in heaven, enjoying the dancing of Apsaras
like Urvasi and Menaka, or drinking soma-rasa? Such sense
pleasures are simply products of the imagination.

(Tattva-sitra 27)

15. Why is attachment for material assets an obstacle
on the path of devotional service? How can such attachment
be destroyed?

People tend to have a spontaneous attachment for home,
household paraphernalia, clothing, ornaments, wealth, wife, the
health of themselves and their children, eatables, trees, and
animals. Many people are also addicted to bad habits such as
smoking, chewing pan, eating fish and meat, and drinking alcohol.
Thus the practice of their spiritual lives is obstructed. Because
they are attached to eating fish and meat, they fail to respect the
Lord’s remnants. Because they are attached to bad habits in
general, their relish for studying devotional scripture, hearing
and chanting the Lord’s name, and remaining in temples for
considerable periods of time is obstructed. One should carefully
give up material attachment. If one does not give up these things,
he cannot derive happiness from devotional service. Attachment
for these material things is easily destroyed when one associates
with devotees. One should try to destroy such petty attachments
by fully engaging in devotional service. By observing approved
vows in devotional service, such attachments will be vanquished.

(Sajjana Tosani 11/11)
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16. What is “association with eatables,” and what are
the prescriptions for renouncing or minimizing eatables?

There are two types of eatables, those that sustain life and
those that gratify one’s senses. Eating grains and drinking water
are life-sustaining. Fish, meat, pan, intoxicants, and smoking are
all taken to gratify the senses. While considering one’s physical
condition and needs, one must try as far as possible to reduce his
acceptance of life-sustaining eatables. There is no prescription
for acceptance of sense gratifying items; the only prescription is
to reject them. One of the limbs of a vrata is to diminish one’s
propensity for enjoyment. On days of vows, unless one totally
gives up sense gratifying items, it is not vow. If one thinks, “Today
somehow or other I will renounce, but tomorrow I will enjoy
profusely,” then the purpose of the vow will not be successful.
The reason is that vows have been prescribed to give up the
association of such items by gradual practice.

(Sajjana Tosani 11/11)

17. Who is not fit to be seen? Whose association is
desirable?

One should never see the face of a cruel person who is an
offender at the spiritual master’s feet. One should always
associate with those who are firmly fixed at the feet of the
spiritual master and the Vaisnavas.

(Sajjana Tosani 7/4)

18. What is the behavior of an exalted devotee toward
those who offend Vaisnavas?

A Vaisnava’s character is always pure. I avoid those who
blaspheme Vaisnavas. Sri Bhaktivinoda Thakura does not
converse with such a person but remains silent.

(Kalyana-kalpataru, Song 7)

19. How should a surrendered soul deal with a person
opposed to devotional service?
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You should always keep me at your doorstep and maintain
me. I will not allow persons who are averse to devotional
service to come in. Rather, I will keep them away on the other
side of the fence.

(Song from Saranagati)

20. Should one give up sincere adherence to the truth to
please others?

A Vaisnava should not agree with various opinions at
various places for the sake of the people.

(Sajjana Tosani 11/12)

21. With whom should a Vaisnava not live? If a materialist
puts on the garb of a Vaisnava, should we desire their
association?

One should never live with a person who proudly considers
his body himself. Even if the cheating materialist puts on the
garb of a Vaisnava, we should not live with him.

(Sajjana Tosani 7/4)

22. Why is attachment for material education detrimental
to devotional service?

O Lord! All material education is simply maya’s influence
and places obstacles on the path of Your worship. It creates
attachment for this temporary material world and makes an
ass of the living entity.

(Song from Saranagati)

23. How should one accept or reject education? How
can one know whether education is favorable or unfavorable
to devotional service?

One should kick out all education that places impediments
in the path of devotional service. Goddess Sarasvati, who is
the personification of devotional service to Krsna, represents
spiritual education. She is the treasury of Sri Bhaktivinoda
Thakura.

(Kalyana-kalpataru, Song 10)
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24. Does an intelligent person postpone his hari-bhajana
until old age?

An intelligent person never says, “I will worship Hari at
the end of my life, so now let me enjoy material happiness.”
An intelligent person knows that the material body can
collapse at any moment.

(Kalyana-kalpataru, Song 8)

25. How should a devotee make his livelihood? What is
the harm if one accumulates too much or too little?

Don’t endeavor for palatable foodstuffs and fine clothes.
Accept the sanctified bhagavata-prasada that is easily obtained.
This is the devotee’s lifestyle. Whatever is required, take only
that. Taking more or less will not yield auspicious results. If a
devotee takes or accumulates more than necessary, his spiritual
life will be lost due to his being controlled by material mellows. If
he does not properly accumulate, then the body, which is his
means of worship, will not be protected.

(Sajjana Tosani 10/9)

26. Why is blaspheming the demigods unfavorable to
devotional service?

It is prohibited to disrespect the demigods. One should
duly worship them and beg for their blessings to attain
devotional service to Krsna. One should not disrespect any
living entity. One should also respect the deity forms of various
gods as they are worshiped in the various countries, because
by doing so persons on the lower level can graduate to
devotional service. By disrespecting such gods, our false ego
increases, our humility diminishes, and our heart does not
remain fit to be the abode of devotional service.

(Caitanya-siksamrta 3/3)

27. Should we renounce the association of so-called
Vaisnavas? What are pseudo Vaisnavas?
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The association of the following pseudo Vaisnavas must
be given up: (1) Those who put on the garb of Vaisnavas out
of cunning; (2) Those who identify themselves as the followers
of Vaisnava dacaryas just to impress impersonalists; and (3)
Those who identify themselves as Vaisnavas because of greed
for money, fame, or any other form of material enjoyment.

(Caitanya-siksamrta 3/2)

28. Should one associate with Mayavadis?

One should never associate with Mayavadis who proudly
consider themselves liberated souls.

(Sri Bhagvatarka Marichimala, 14/47)

29. If symptoms of ecstatic love are found in a Mayavadi,
should he be considered a Vaisnava?

The eight symptoms of ecstatic love displayed by Mayavadis
are of no use.

(Sajjana Tosani 5/12)

30. How should one deal with those who are averse to
devotional service?

O Lord! Awarding material enjoyment and liberation is a
trick of Your illusory energy. They cheat the living entities
and create havoc on the path of Your devotional service.
However, they are good at bewildering the materialists. Sri
Bhaktivinoda Thakura offers his obeisances to them from a
distance and accepts the devotees’ lotus feet as his life and
soul.

(Song from Saranagati)

31. If some activities are detrimental to devotional service
and need the support of many persons, what should one do?
If an activity cannot be performed without the help of
many persons, yet there is no easy way to obtain such help,
then it is better not to make the endeavor. It will simply create
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a disturbance on the path of one’s worship. If huge enterprises

like building mathas, asramas, temples, or assembly halls are

difficult to carry out without a lot of help, and help is

unavailable, then one should not try for them.
(Caitanya-siksamrta 3/3)

32. Can a practitioner of devotional service drink wine?
What to speak of wine, opium, and hemp, a Vaisnava
should not even consume tobacco. Consuming intoxicants is
against the injunction of Vaisnava literature. A person who
smokes tobacco becomes addicted to and controlled by it. He
will then even dare to commit sinful activities.
(Caitanya-siksamrta 3/3)

33. Why is greed for palatable foodstuffs and wine, and
attachment to sinful and pious activities unfavorable for
devotional service?

If one has greed for nice foodstuffs, drink, sleep, smoking
tobacco, and wine, then one’s devotion diminishes. Greed for
wine, wealth, and women is most contrary to devotional principles.
Those who desire to attain pure devotional service should
carefully give such things up. Whether for auspicious things or
sinful things, greed for anything not related to Krsna is most
despicable. Greed only in relation to Krsna is the cause of all
auspiciousness.

(Sajjana Tosani 10/11)

34. Can one compromise Sri Caitanya’s teachings just
to please materialists?

If one tries to satisfy materialistic people, one will
gradually face many anarthas and will float in the continuous
waves of Mayavada. One can accept the faultless support of
the materialists in order to preach devotional service to Sri
Gauranga, but it is extremely unlawful to compromise the
teachings of Sri Caitanya just to please their minds.

(Sajjana Tosani 11/3)
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35. Is the tongue’s hankering hostile to devotional
service?

It is extremely difficult for those who are simply busy
satisfying the tongue to attain Krsna.

(Sajjana Tosani 11/5)

36. What activities constitute “gambling”? Are such
activities unfavorable to devotional service?

Wherever games are being played with nonliving things,
that is a place of gambling. Playing cards, chess, dice, checkers,
and so on, are all forms of gambling. The modern-day lottery
is also gambling. If we discuss the histories of King Nala,
Duryodhana, and Sakuni, we will see that all of them were
ruined when they attempted to accumulate wealth by the
cheating and stealing that constitute gambling. Fierce quarrel
resulted from such gambling. Even today, gambling has
destroyed many persons’ religiosity, economic development,
sense gratification, and liberation. Gamblers certainly become
lazy and quarrelsome. They cannot perform any religious
duties or pious activities.

(Sajjana Tosani 51)

37. Is taming birds or animals unfavorable to devotional
service?
One should not become attached to taming birds or

animals.
(Sri Bhagavatarka Marichimala 14/37)

38. What is envy? Are envy and love opposed to one
another?

To become happy upon seeing others’ distress, and to
become distressed upon seeing others’ happiness is called
envy. Envy contradicts love. Wherever there is envy, there is
no question of love, and wherever there is love, there is no
question of envy.

(Sajjana Tosani 4/6)
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39. Why is envy the leader of all enemies?

Lust, anger, greed, illusion, and pride are included within
envy. Lust is included in anger; lust and anger are included in
greed; lust, anger, and greed are included in illusion; lust, anger,
greed, and illusion are included in pride; and lust, anger, greed,
illusion, and pride are included in envy.

(Sajjana Tosani 4/7)

40. Why is Vaisnava-dharma a nonenvious religion?
Vaisnava-dharma, which consists of compassion for the
fallen souls, eagerness to chant the Lord’s holy names and to
serve Vaisnavas, stands on one side. Envy stands on the other.
(Sajjana Tosani 4/7)

41. What is liberation and bondage for the living entities?

Nonenviousness is the living entities’ liberation, and
enviousness is their bondage.

(Sajjana Tosani 4/7)

42. Can an envious person become compassionate toward
the living entities, faithful to the Vaisnavas, or lower than
the straw in the street?

A person who feels distress upon seeing the happiness of
others can never be compassionate toward living entities.
Neither can he worship the Supreme Lord with a simple mind.
Rather, because of his perverted nature, he maintains hatred
and envy toward Vaisnavas. It is to be understood that a person
devoid of envy has actually understood the purport of the
verse beginning, “trnad api.”

(Sajjana Tosani 4/7)

43. Can a cheater become pious?

One cannot become pious unless he gives up the cheating
propensity and executes religious duties. When one commits
sinful activities on the pretext of religion, he becomes a
cheater.

(Sajjana Tosani 8/9)
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44. Can a devotee of the Lord afford to spend his time
desiring material happiness?
There is no more time left to neglect the spiritual
cultivation while remaining absorbed in bodily happiness and

to engage in activities hostile to pure devotional service.
(Sajjana Tosani 9/12)

45. How does a pure devotee pray?

O Lord! I do not want any benediction devoid of the
happiness of serving Your lotus feet.

(Song from Saranagati)

46. Are the arguments of the followers of nyaya and
vaisesika fruitful?

All the arguments of the followers of nyaya and vaisesika are
simply godless quarrels. They do not yield any result other than
wasting the mind’s strength and increasing one’s restlessness.

(Sajjana Tosani 10/10)

47. Should a devotee display a spirit of argument while
discussing topics of the Lord?

While discussing topics of the Lord and His devotees, the
practicing devotee should always be careful to avoid useless
arguments.

(Sajjana Tosani 10/10)

48. Why can’t one understand Sri Caitanya’s pastimes
through dry argument?

The transcendental pastimes of Sri Caitanya are a like deep
ocean, whereas the process of mundane logic is troublesome,
like the sheath covering the banana flower. Whoever wants to
cross the ocean of material existence by logic and argument will
simply toil in vain. He will receive nothing.

(Sri Navadvipa-mahatmya, Chapter 2)
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49. Why should the mentality of finding fault in others
be given up?

Faultfinding arises only from projecting one’s own bad habits
on others. This should be given up in all respects.

(Sajjana Tosani 10/10)

50. Why is talking about others unfavorable for
devotional service?

Talking without reason about other people is extremely
adverse to devotional service. Many people talk about others to
establish their own reputation. Being envious, some people are
accustomed to discuss others’ characters. The minds of those
who are busy with such topics can never be fixed on the lotus feet
of Krsna. Talking about others should be rejected in all respects.
But in the practice of devotional service, there are many favorable
and faultless topics, even though they require discussing other
persons.

(Sajjana Tosani 10/10)

51.Is reading worldly newspapers unfavorable for devotional
service?

Newspapers are full of useless talk. For the practicing devotee,
reading newspapers is a great waste of time. But if pure devotees
are described in a newspaper, that can be read.

(Sajjana Tosani 10/10)

52. Can a person who indulges in useless talk with
materialistic persons or who reads worldly novels become a
follower of Sri Ra pa?

After finishing their meal, mundane people normally smoke
and engage in useless talk with other godless people. It is certainly
difficult for them to become followers of Srila Riipa Gosvami.
Reading novels is the same. But if one gets a novel with a story
like that of Puraijana in the Srimad-Bhagavatam, then reading
that is not an impediment. Rather, it is beneficial.

(Sajjana Tosani 10/10)
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53. Can a householder or a sannyasi indulge in hearing
and speaking worldly topics?

Worldly talk is completely rejected by renounced devotees.
Householders may accept some worldly talk if it is favorable to
devotional service.

(Sajjana Tosani 10/10)
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54. What is the principal rule one should follow while
practicing devotional service? Is there any harm if while
making advancement, one gives up the previous rule to adopt
the next?

Forgetting Krsna is never allowed. All other prohibitions
mentioned in the sastras have arisen from this main prohibition.
Keeping this main prescription in mind while advancing in Krsna
consciousness, the practitioner should give up his attachment
for the prescriptions of the previous level and accept the
prescriptions of the next level. Otherwise, he will be guilty of
niyamagraha and thus become weak in reaching up to the next
level.

(Sajjana Tosani 10/10)

55. Should one associate with one’s wife if she is
unfavorable to devotional service?

If one’s wife is an impediment to the discharge of devotional
service, one should carefully give up her association. We should
consider the behavior of the great Vaisnava acarya Srimad
Réamanujacarya in this connection.

(Sajjana Tosani 10/11)

56. Is it an impediment for a householder’s devotional
service to collect more than he requires?

If a householder collects more than he requires, that collection
becomes an impediment to his devotional service and to achieving
the Lord’s mercy.

(Sajjana Tosani 10/9)
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57. Is it unfavorable for a householder’s devotional
service to become overwhelmed by grief?

Householders lament if they lose their wives, children, etc.,
but a practitioner of devotional service should not maintain this
lamentation for long. He should quickly renounce it and engage
in the cultivation of Krsna consciousness.

(Sajjana Tosani 11/6)

58. Why should a practitioner of devotional service give
up lamentation and anger?

A practicing Vaisnava should give up all urges like lamentation
and anger. Otherwise, such urges will form obstacles to his
constant remembrance of Krsna.

(Sajjana Tosani 11/6)

59. What harm do lamentation and illusion cause?

If one’s heart is filled with lamentation, Krsna will not
manifest there.

(Sri Bhagavatarka Marichimala-15/90

60. What harm is there in increasing the numbers of
Vaisnava sannyasis? Why does the increase of immature
renunciants pose a threat to society?

It is natural that there should be few Vaisnava sannyasis;
if their numbers increase, society will become disturbed. It
certainly creates anxiety if the number of pseudo renunciants
increases. We can understand that Kali’s evil plan is behind
this increase. The character of genuine Vaisnava renunciants
must be pure and faultless.

(Sajjana Tosani 4/2 and 5/10)

61. Is it proper for a renunciant to lament if he lacks
some material object?

A renunciant should not lament if he does not possess a quilt,
water pot, or other alms, or if these things are stolen by man or
animal.

(Sajjana Tosani 11/6)
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62. Is any association with women approved for a

renunciant?

A renunciant cannot talk with or touch a woman. Otherwise,

his practice of devotional service will be completely spoiled.
Association with such a deviant renunciant should be totally
rejected.

(Sajjana Tosani 11/6)

63. What are the most serious prohibitions for a

renunciant?

All topics regarding one’s family and children are worldly

topics. Such topics should not be heard or spoken by
renunciants. A renunciant is also prohibited from eating
palatable foods and wearing opulent clothes.

(Commentary on Caitanya-caritamrta Antya 6.236-37)

64. What prayasa (endeavor) is unfavorable for

devotional service?

Jaana-prayasa, karma-prayasa, yoga-prayasa, mukti-prayasa,

as well as over-endeavor for material enjoyment, worldly
achievements, and association with materialistic persons are all
hostile to those who have taken shelter of the holy name. These
different forms of prayasa ruin one’s devotional service.

(Sajjana Tosani 10/9)

65. Is it favorable for devotional service for a devotee to

accept just anyone as spiritual master?

The more one’s greed to receive a bona fide spiritual master

increases, the better, but one should not accept just anyone
as spiritual master simply to fulfill this greed.

(Sajjana Tosani 2/1)

66. What harm does it cause one’s devotional service if

an unqualified spiritual master or an unqualified disciple do
not give up one another’s association?
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The relationship between spiritual master and disciple is
eternal. As long as they both remain qualified, their
relationship will not break. If the spiritual master becomes
fallen, then the disciple has no choice but to reject him; if the
disciple becomes fallen, the spiritual master should reject him.
If they fail to do so, then both of them will fall down.

(Harinama-cintamani)

67. What reasons allow us to reject our initiating spiritual
master?

It is a fact that the initiating spiritual master cannot be
rejected except for the following reasons: if a disciple did not
test his spiritual master’s credentials before accepting him as
guru, then he cannot obtain any benefit from him. In such a
case he should reject his spiritual master. Also, if at the time
of accepting his spiritual master the guru was a Vaisnava and
knew the truth but later, due to bad association, became
envious of Vaisnavas or a Mayavadi, he can be rejected.

(Jaiva Dharma, Chapter 20)

68. Who are the asslike people and the cheaters? Why is
their association unfavorable to devotional service?

Those who do not understand proper spiritual
qualification and who accept the instructions of a bogus guru,
engaging in the process of worship meant for exalted devotees,
are cheated, asslike people. Those who have understood their
ineligibility, yet with the hope to accumulate money and
prestige follow the process of worship meant for exalted
devotees are called cheaters. Until this cheating in the name
of religion is destroyed, one’s attachment to Krsna will not
awaken. Such people deceive the entire world by making a
show of sectarian formalities and pseudo renunciation.

(Sri Krsna-sambhita, Chapter 8/16)
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69. What is the harm if one gives up the path of regulative
principles before achieving maturity?

Many weakhearted people give up the path of regulative
principles to enter the raga path. When they are unable to
realize the soul’s spiritual attachment, they behave like
Vrsabhasura [Aristasura] and cultivate perverted material
attachment. They will be killed by Krsna’s prowess.

(Sri Krsna-samhita, Chapter 8/21)

70. Are the impediments found in the realm of Mathura,
Dvaraka and Vraja unfavorable to devotional service?

Those who want to happily serve Krsna in the pure mood
of Vraja should carefully destroy eighteen obstacles.* Those
who are on the path of jiiana should give up the offenses found
in the realm of Mathura, and those who are on the path of
fruitive activities should give up the offenses found in Dvaraka.
But devotees should give up the obstacles that pollute the
mood of Vraja and be absorbed in love for Krsna.

(Sri Krsna-samhita, Chapter 8, 30-31)

71. If activities like dhyana are not favorable for
awakening love of God, do they create anarthas?

During the practice of dhyana, dharana, and samadhi, if
material thoughts have been destroyed, yet prema has not
awakened, the living entity loses his individuality. If the
understanding, “I am Brahman” does not awaken pure love, then
it results in the destruction of his existence.

(Prema-pradipa, Second Ray)

72. What etiquette should one follow toward his spiritual
master, the Vaisnavas, and the Supreme Lord?

One should never sleep with one’s legs stretching toward
his spiritual master’s house, the Vaisnavas, or the Supreme
Lord.

(Sajjana Tosani 7/3)

*Readers are advised to read Krsna-samhita Chapter 8, Texts 13-29
for a clear explanation of these obstacles.
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73. How should one deal with those who consider the
glories of the holy name exaggeration?

One should not see the face of those who interpret the
holy name. If by chance one happens to meet with such people,
one should immediately bathe in the Ganges with his clothes
on. If the Ganges is not available, he should bathe in some
pure water. If even that is unavailable, he should purify himself
with a mental bath.

(Harinama-cintamani)

74. Should pure Vaisnavas participate in the sankirtana
performed by the offenders at the feet of the holy name?

Vaisnavas should not participate in sarnkirtana performed
by those who offend the feet of the holy name.

(Jaiva Dharma, Chapter 24)

75. Are musical instruments used in sankirtana to
increase the sense pleasure of the kirtana unfavorable for
devotional service?

Apart from ancient musical instruments, such as mrdangas
and karatalas, if modern and foreign musical instruments are
introduced into the kirtana the kirtana certainly becomes
attractive. At the same time, irregularity in the devotional
process arises. Nowadays we are so overwhelmed by using
foreign items that we even try to introduce such items into
our bhajana.

(Sajjana Tosani 11/3)

76. Is it proper for a renounced Vaisnava to accumulate
possessions?

Renounced Vaisnavas must not accumulate anything at all.

(Sajjana Tosani 10/9)
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77. Should a renounced Vaisnava build mathas or
asramas’?

Renounced Vaisnavas should not endeavor to build mathas
or asramas, because this will entangle them in worldly matters.

(Sajjana Tosani 11/12)

78. Is a renunciant’s begging of alms favorable to his
devotional service?

A renunciant should neither beg food from materialists
nor invite other renunciants for lunch just to gather money.

(Sajjana Tosani 11/12)

79. Should a renunciant see a king, materialist, or
woman?

A renunciant should not see kings, materialists, or women.

(Sajjana Tosani 11/12)

80. Should a renunciant live in his own village?

A sannyasi should not live in his village with his family
members.

(Sajjana Tosani 11/12)

81. Why is it prohibited for a renunciant to converse
with women?

Conversing with women is the cause of falldown for
Vaisnava sannyasis.

(Gauranga-smarana-mangala Stotra, 62)

82. What is the fate of those who immaturely follow the
path of attachment (raga) by following the instructions of
bogus gurus?

Bogus gurus who do not consider their disciples’
qualification for the path of attachment and thus instruct many
sakata-like people to accept service in the mood of manjaris
and sakhis commit offenses by disrespecting confidential
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subject matters. Thus they fall down. Those who worship
according to such instructions also gradually fall away from
spiritual life, because they do not attain the symptoms of deep
attachment for those topics. Yet they may still be delivered if
they associate with pure devotees and receive proper
instructions.

(Sri Krsna-sambhita, Chapter 8/15)

83. What is the root of all sinful activities?

Being unable to tolerate another’s progress is called envy.
This is the root of all sinful activities.

(Caitanya-siksamrta 2/5)

84. What is debauchery toward women?
Debauchery toward women is a grave sin.
(Caitanya-siksamrta 2/5)

85. What should attachment to name and fame be called?

When one is attached to name and fame, all one’s activities
become extremely selfish. Therefore one should give up such
debauchery.

(Caitanya-siksamrta-2/5)

86. Is it approved by the sastra to leave home because
one is disturbed by its mundaneness or lack of peace?
Many householders renounce family life because they are
distressed or feel some other disturbance. This is a sin.
(Caitanya-siksamrta 2/5)

87. What are the various names of sin?

According to its gravity, sin is addressed by various names,
such as papa, pataka, ati-pataka, or maha-pataka.

(Caitanya-siksamrta 2/5)
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88. Is laziness abominable?

Laziness is counted among the sinful activities. To become
free of laziness is the duty of every pious person.

(Caitanya-siksamrta 2/5)
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Desiring Material Objects

1. Is there any limit to material desires?

There is no limit to material desires. In fact, the path of
material desires is filled with the thorns of dissatisfaction.
The more you want to advance, the more your material desires
grow. Desires cannot be killed, and neither can they
discriminate between temporary or permanent objects.

(Kalyana Kalpataru, Song 2)

2. How many kinds of godless people are there?

There are six kinds of godless people: those who are
unfaithful to God and devoid of morality; those who are moral
yet unfaithful to God; those who fear God but think He is
under the control of morality; those who lie or are proud;
impersonalists; and those who believe in many gods.

(Caitanya-siksamrta 3/3)

3. What is it like to be an immoral, godless person?

Those who are immoral and godless are attached to sinful
activities and impersonal ideas. Without morality one becomes
whimsical.

(Caitanya-siksamrta 3/3)
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4. Can a moral but godless person be trusted?

What guarantee is there that given the opportunity, a moral
but godless person will not sacrifice his morality for his self-
interest? If we analyze his character, we can confirm this
possibility and thus realize the insignificance of the moral but
godless philosophy.

(Caitanya-siksamrta 3/3)

5. Are God-fearing karmis devotees?

The third kind of godless person is the God-fearing karmi.
These karmis are divided into two categories. In the first
category are those who consider their principal duty to express
their gratitude toward God but who do not accept His
existence. They believe that one should imagine God and then
offer Him obeisance with faith. When as a result of a moral
and God-fearing life one’s good character develops, God is
no longer necessary and faith in Him can be given up. In the
second category of God-fearing karmis are those who believe
that worshiping God by chanting His names and offering Him
prayers purifies the heart. When the heart is purified, they
think they will obtain knowledge of impersonal Brahman. At
such time, these karmis become inactive. According to this
philosophy, the relationship between God and the living entities
is temporary, not eternal.

(Caitanya-siksamrta 3/3)

6. How many kinds of liars are there?

Liars are the fourth category of godless persons. Liars
are divided into two further categories, the hypocrites and
the cheated.

(Caitanya-siksamrta 3/3)

7. What is the nature of a hypocrite and what fate awaits
those who follow them?
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By cheating people, hypocrites clear the path to irreligion.
Many fools are cheated by following hypocrites. Eventually
such fools become adverse to God. Hypocrites display the
external symptoms of Vaisnavism, chant the holy names
constantly, appear detached from worldly objects, and speak
sweet words; but internally they maintain a strong desire to
accumulate gold and women.

(Caitanya-siksamrta 3/3)

8. Do material desires award peace?

Abandoning the position of Lord Brahma, you will
constantly think how to obtain Lord Siva’s position. Upon
attaining the position of Lord Siva, you will want to be one
with Brahman, as is normally desired by followers of
Sankaracarya. Therefore, try to destroy the chain of material
desire and keep material desire away from your heart. Take
shelter of the lotus feet of Sri Caitanya and always reside at
Santipura in the mood of a beggar.

(Kalyana Kalpataru, Song 2)

9. Does material desire have any place in pure devotional
service?

In pure devotional service, we cannot have any desire
other than to make advancement in spiritual life. If we wish
to serve Krsna, we cannot worship any object other than Krsna.
We do not worship Brahman or Paramatma but only Krsna.
There can be no tinge of the performance of fruitive activities
or the cultivation of impersonal knowledge.

(Commentary on Caitanya-caritamrta Madhya 19.168)
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Fruitive Activities

1. What is karma?

Karma is nothing but selfish activity. Karmis do not exclusively
search for Krsna’s mercy. Although they respect Krsna, their
main purpose is to attain some kind of happiness.

(Sajjana Tosani 11/11)

2. Is there any direct spiritual cultivation in the
performance of pious activities, even when those activities
are aimed at Lord Visnu?

Even though pious activities, such as the performance of
sacrifice, are executed while accepting Lord Visnu as the
master of all sacrifices, yet there is no direct spiritual cultivation
in the performance of such pious activities.

(Harinama-cintamant)

3. What is the unseen result of one’s previous deeds?

A jiva acquires his nature in accordance with the
impressions created in previous births. Thus in this life his
activities have a beginning. This is called “the unseen,” or the
result of one’s previous deeds. His natural impulse is formed
according to the nature of the deeds he performed in previous
lives.

(Sri Brahma-sarhita 5/23)
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4. How is the contamination caused by karma and janana
purified?

When one offers the fruits of karma for the Lord’s
pleasure, one’s performance of karma becomes purified. When
one becomes attached to the Lord’s service, then one’s
renunciation becomes purified. When one realizes himself as
the servant of the Supreme Lord, then one’s knowledge
becomes purified.

(Commentary on Brhat-Bhagavatamrta)

5. Is the fortune of theists undecided?

Like atheists, a theist’s fortune is not undecided. The living
entity’s fortune is decided according to his or her respective
karma.

(Sri Manah Siksa, Chapter 8)

6. What is a person’s responsibility in the performance
of karma?

Whatever activity a living entity performs, he always
remains the original doer. By supporting the performance of
that activity, the material nature becomes the secondary doer.
By awarding the fruit of such activities, the Supreme Lord
becomes the associate doer. Since the living entity has fallen
into nescience by his own will, his original doer-ship never
ceases. Whatever activities the living entity performs after
entering nescience are called “fortune” when those activities
are about to bear fruit.

(Sri Manah-Siksa, Chapter 8)

7. Why is karma considered beginningless?

To forget that I am Krsna’s eternal servant is called
nescience. This nescience did not start from within the material
time factor. Rather, the root of the living entity’s karma grew
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from the marginal juncture. Therefore, one cannot trace
karma’s origin within the material time factor. Therefore
karma is said to be beginningless.

(Jaiva Dharma, Chapter 16)

8. What is the difference between devotional service and
activities averse to the Lord?

If anyone performs karma in order to achieve Krsna’s
mercy, then that karma is called bhakti. The karma that yields
mundane results or mundane knowledge is averse to the Lord.

(Sajjana Tosani 11/11)

9. When does karma transform into devotional service?

Before changing its own form, karma goes through three
different stages—the stage of desirelessness, the stage of
offering the fruits of karma to the Lord, and the stage of
performing karma on behalf of the Lord. When these three
stages are surpassed, then karma transforms into devotional
service.

(Sri Manah-Siksa, Chapter 10)

10. Are karma and jiiana pious acts that can award
devotional service?

Karma leads the living entities up to the platform of
devotional service and then ceases. Knowledge and
renunciation mostly keep the living entities engrossed in the
knowledge of undivided Brahman. The knowledge of
impersonal Brahman often distracts the living entities from
the Lord’s lotus feet. That is why karma and jiigna cannot be
faithfully accepted as the kind of piety that awards devotional
service.

(Jaiva Dharma, Chapter 17)

11. What process has the Vedic literature ascertained as
a safe practice for attaining the Supreme Lord?
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The Vedic literature and Puranas have mentioned various
processes for attaining the Supreme Lord. In some places,
the scripture describes karma-kanda with the example of a
bumblebee and matter. In some places, it is recommended
that we practice yoga imitating the behavior of a python. In
other places, bhakti is described as the easy process by which
one avails a pot of hidden treasure. Therefore, the Vedic
literature has concluded that one can attain Krsna only by
devotional service and not through karma, jaana, or yoga.

(Commentary on Caitanya-caritamrta Madhya 20.135)

12. Is a karmi a servant of the Supreme Lord?

Those who are entangled by karma with the aim to achieve
happiness consider karma the all-in-all and the Supreme Lord
as part of the karmic process. The fruit of such person’s karma
is certainly not eternal. Their regular practice is not faultless.
Such persons have no inclination to cultivate Krsna
consciousness. Rather, their dependence on the rules and
regulations is the most prominent part of their lives.

(Caitanya-siksamrta Chapter 8)

13. Can karma be destroyed by karma? What is the
perfection of karma?

It is not possible to use the cause of a disease to cure the
same disease; such a disease will never be cured. The karma-
kanda process is the cause of the living entities’ material
disease. It will never bear the fruit of destroying the living
entities’ material existence, whether the karmic activities are
performed without material desire or the fruits of such
activities are offered to the Lord. If one first accepts karma
as the only means of his livelihood, then later dovetails karma
with devotional service, then it may be possible to destroy
karma. If one accepts only those karmic activities that can
please the Lord, then all one’s activities transform into bhakti-
yoga. It is the intention of all sastras to induce everyone to
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engage in devotional service to Krsna, and according to the
teachings of the Lord, to constantly sing and remember the
Lord’s holy names, forms, qualities, and pastimes.

(Sri Manah-Siksa, Chapter 10)

14. What is the difference between a karmi’s worship of
Krsna and a devotee’s worship of Krsna?

The sadhana-bhakti practiced by the Vaisnavas is meant
to awaken prema. However, when nondevotees practice
sadhana-bhakti, their goal is either material enjoyment or
liberation. There may be no difference in the actual practices
of the two, but their intentions are certainly different. By
worshiping Krsna, the karmis may eventually purify their
hearts of the desire for liberation and become free from the
desire for material enjoyment. By worshiping Krsna the
devotees become attached to Krsna’s holy names. By observing
the vow of Ekadasi, the karmis counteract their sinful
reactions. The devotees, however, increase their devotion to
Lord Hari when they observe Ekadasi vows. Just see the
difference between the two.

(Jaiva Dharma, Chapter 5)

15. What is the difference between a godless family and
a Vaisnava family?

The only difference between a godless family and a
Vaisnava family is its motivation; there is no difference in
appearance. The godless persons marry, earn money, build
houses, beget children, and perform their activities in the name
of justice; but their motivation in performing all these activities
is simply to increase their own happiness and the happiness
of this world. Even though Vaisnavas perform the same
activities as godless people, they do not grab the fruits of their
activities. Rather, they engage in the Supreme Lord’s service.
Ultimately, the Vaisnavas attain satisfaction. The godless
become controlled by lust and anger, and, desiring only
material enjoyment and liberation, lose their peace of mind.

(Caitanya-siksamrta 3/2)
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16. When does one commit the namaparadha of
blaspheming devotees?

Offenses at the feet of sadhus are committed when we are
proud of our karma and jiigna. The first offense in chanting—
blaspheming devotees—enters the heart of the nondevotees and
takes up residence there.

(Sajjana Tosani 11/11)

17. Are sin and piety constitutional activities of the soul?

Both sin and piety are relative, not constitutional. The
activity or desire that relatively helps a soul attain his
constitutional position is called piety. The opposite is called
sin.

(Sr1 Krsna-sambhita Chapter 10/2)

18. For whom is the system of marriage beneficial?

Those who are attached to material objects should
associate with women through marriage, as this is pious for
such persons.

(Sr1 Krsna-samhita Chapter 10/3)

19. What is the ultimate fruit of traveling to the holy
places?

By visiting holy places, people become purified. Although
associating with saintly persons is the ultimate goal of visiting
holy places, people who visit holy places consider themselves
purified, because by visiting holy places their sinful
propensities are destroyed.

(Caitanya-siksamrta 2/2)

20. What is constitutional piety? What is temporary piety?
Justice, compassion, truthfulness, purity, religiousness,
and love are called constitutional piety. They are called so
because they always remain with the living entity like an
ornament. In the conditioned state, these pieties become
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somewhat gross and are called punya, pious activities. Apart
from that, all other pieties are temporary, because they have
arisen from the living entity’s contact with matter. In the
perfected stage, however, both constitutional and temporary
pieties have no existence.

(Caitanya-siksamrta 2/23)

21. Do Krsna’s devotees maintain a desire for sin or piety
in their hearts?

Since devotional service to Krsna is one’s constitutional
position, when one cultivates this service, then nescience, the
root cause of relative situations (sin and piety), is gradually
fried and abolished. Although the desire to engage in sinful
activity may suddenly manifest like a fried kai fish, it is quickly
subdued by the process of devotional service.

(Sri Krsna-samhita Chapter 10/2)

22. How many types of atonement are there? What is
the result of each type?

There are three types of atonement—atonement through
karma, atonement through jidgna, and atonement through
bhakti. Remembering Krsna is the atonement through bhakti.
Therefore, devotional service is atonement through bhakti.
There is no need for devotees to practice some separate form
of atonement. Atonement in jiiana is done through repentance.
By repentance, both one’s sins and the seeds of one’s sin (or
desires) are destroyed. Still, nescience cannot be destroyed
without practicing bhakti. If one atones through the practices
of karma such as candrayana (a kind of expiatory penance),
one’s sins are checked, but the seeds of sinful desire and
nescience, the root cause of sin and the desire to sin, remains.
One must understand this science of atonement with careful
consideration.

(Sri Krsna-samhita, Chapter 10/2)
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23. Why are whimsical persons, who give up the
principles of varnasrama-dharma, fit to practice atonement?
By associating with mlechhas, those who give up the
principles of varnasrama-dharma and act whimsically like the
mlechhas with whom they associate, fall down. This is because
they oppose the proper scientific code of conduct.
(Caitanya-siksamrta 2/5)

24. Why are some people born outcastes?

The cause of an outcaste birth is one’s fructified karma.
Such karma can be destroyed by chanting the holy names of
the Lord.

(Jaiva Dharma, Chapter 6)

25. How do the seeds of sinful activity become destroyed?

Among the methods of purifying the mind, remembering
Lord Visnu is principal. Atonement is designed to purify the
sinful mind. By undergoing atonements such as candrayana,
which fall under the category of karma-kanda, the sinful
activities leave the sinner but the root of sinful activities—the
desire to commit sin—does not. When one repents, a jiiana-
kanda atonement, the desire to commit sinful activities—the
root of sin—is destroyed. However, the seed of sinful activities
in the form of aversion toward Lord is destroyed only by
practicing remembrance of Lord Hari.

(Caitanya-siksamrta 2/2)

26. How many types of impurities are there and what
are the differences between them?

Impurity is of two types; mental and physical. Mental and
physical impurities are further divided into three categories,
namely, impurities born of place, impurities born of time, and
impurities born of person. If one goes to an impure country,
one becomes affected. The impurity of place is caused by the
sinful activities committed by the local inhabitants. That is
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why the religious scriptures describe that if one goes or lives
in a mleccha country, one becomes affected by the impurities
of that country. However, there is no prohibition about going
to a mleccha country to acquire knowledge about those
countries, deliver those countries from the hands of miscreants
by war or any other means, or to preach religious principles.
Going to the mleccha countries to acquire insignificant
education, learn religious teachings, or simply to live with the
inhabitants certainly hampers Aryan prestige. Those who go
for these reasons should practice atonement.
(Caitanya-siksamrta 2/5)

27. What is mental impurity?

Illusion and envy make the mind impure. It is extremely
necessary to remove them.

(Caitanya-siksamrta 2/5)
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Empiric Knowledge

1. How is jaana defined?

Jiana is also a particular form of karma but in the mode
of goodness.

(Commentary on Bhagavad-gita 3.2)

2. What kind of knowledge and renunciation do devotees
accept?

Knowledge and renunciation are not counted among the
limbs of devotional service because they make the heart rock-
hard. However, devotional service is smooth and sublime.
Therefore, the knowledge and renunciation that arise from
devotional service should be accepted.

(Jaiva Dharma, Chapter 20)

3. Can one attain pure knowledge as long as one is
inquisitive?

Material knowledge consists only of physical knowledge.
Our original knowledge is actually transcendental knowledge.
Transcendental knowledge when perverted becomes material
knowledge. The twenty-four material truths put forth by
Sankhya philosophy are entirely material. When knowledge
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of these truths is refined through samadhi, it awakens
transcendental knowledge. This transcendental knowledge is
scientific. As long as one is inquisitive, one is still under the
clutches of ignorance. Destruction of ignorance and the
awakening of scientific, transcendental knowledge take place
simultaneously. Receiving such knowledge and learning to
relish it is called devotional service.
(Sajjana Tosani 11/10)

4. What kind of jaana do Vaisnavas condemn?

The knowledge usually condemned by Vaisnavas is not
pure knowledge. Vaisnavas condemn that material knowledge
by which the materialists try to ascertain the inconceivable
Absolute Truth. If thieves are told that human beings are
nonsense, this does not mean that all human beings are
nonsense; it means that certainly the thieves are nonsense.

(Sajjana Tosani 11/10)

5. What kind of jiiana does devotional literature
condemn?

Considering loving devotional service and pure knowledge
as equal, impure knowledge has been condemned in the
devotional literature. Pure knowledge is never referred to as
jaana-kanda.

(Caitanya-siksamrta 5/3)

6. What is pratyag and parag-caitanya?

Caitanya is of two kinds, pratyag and parag. When Vaisnavas
are absorbed in prema, internal knowledge (pratyag-caitanya)
arises. When a Vaisnava’s absorption in prema is broken, he
returns to his external senses and parag-caitanya arises. Parag-
caitanya is not cit but a shadow of cit.

(Prema-pradipa, Ninth Ray.)
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7. Can human knowledge measure the Supreme Lord’s
pastimes?

Human knowledge is most insignificant. If one tries to
measure the prowess and pastimes of the Supreme Lord, one
will certainly fall into illusion.

(Sajjana Tosani 8/4)

8. What is the difference between knowledge of
impersonal Brahman and knowledge of the Supreme Lord?

Knowledge of impersonal Brahman is just a branch of
knowledge about the Supreme Lord.

(Caitanya-siksamrta 5/3)

9. Where does kaivalya or Brahman exist?

Kaivalya is the demarcation line between the world of
limitation and the transcendental world.

(Sri Brahma-samhita 5/34)

10. What is the fate of those who follow the jiiana-kanda
system?

The followers of jiana-kanda, who are entangled in the
conception of merging into the existence of Brahman, practice
false renunciation in order to destroy their individuality. They
achieve nothing in this life or in the next. They simply waste
their life while contemplating indirect thoughts.

(Caitanya-siksamrta Chapter 8)

11. What is the danger in trying to go to Goloka through
Jiiana or yoga?

There are ten tridents in ten directions that prevent and
disappoint those who are aspiring for entrance into Goloka
through meditation without Krsna’s grace. Conceited people
who try to reach this region through the paths of yoga
(meditation) and jiaana (empiric knowledge) are baffled in
their attempts, being pierced by the ten tridents.

(Sri Brahma-samhita 5/5)
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12. Who are the demigods and demons? What is the
difference between their goal of life and the process to
achieve it?

The devotees of the Supreme Lord are the demigods, and
those who are envious of the Supreme Lord are the demons.
Just as there is always a principle of opposition between the
demigods and the demons, similarly, there is a principle of
opposition between their sadhana and sadhya. The sadhana
of the demons is to torture the devotees and to kill cows and
brahmanas, and their sadhya is to attain liberation. The
sadhana of the devotees is devotional service, and their sadhya
is love of God. Those who endeavor to achieve liberation
necessarily take shelter of dishonest sadhana in the form of
cultivating impersonal knowledge, like the nondevotees.

(Commentary on Brhat-Bhagavatamrta)
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Mystic Yoga and Observing Vows

1. Isn’t yoga an unbroken process?

Yoga is one, not two. Yoga is a particular path for spiritual
cultivation. The first stage of yoga is desireless karma, or
karma-yoga. When yoga is mixed with knowledge and
renunciation, it becomes jiana-yoga, which is the second stage.
When jiiana is mixed with meditation on or remembrance of
the Lord, it is called astariga-yoga, which is the third stage.
When yoga is mixed with love for the Supreme Lord, it
becomes bhakti-yoga. The entire process, which consists of
various stages, is called yoga.

(Commentary on Bhagavad-gita 6.47)

2. When are karma, jiiana, and yoga capable of awarding
secondary fruit?

If karma, jiiana, and yoga and their respective processes
do not aim at devotional service, they cannot award any kind
of fruit to their followers. If devotional service to Krsna
becomes the ultimate goal of these processes, then only can
they award secondary fruits.

(Caitanya-siksamrta 1/6)
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3. In which scriptures is hatha-yoga described?

Hatha-yoga is described in the Sakta and Saiva Tantras, as
well as scriptures written based on those Tantras, such as the
Hatha-yoga dipika and the Yoga-cintamani.

(Prema-pradipa, Third Ray)

4. What is the difference between raja-yoga and hatha-
yoga? ;

The yoga practiced by philosophers and Puranic scholars is
called raja-yoga. Yoga prescribed by the tantric panditas is called
hatha-yoga.

(Prema-pradipa, Third Ray)

5. Why is the path of yoga fearful and the path of
devotional service fearless?

Yama, niyama, dsana, pranayama, pratyahara, dhyana,
dharana, and samadhi—these are all practices in astarnga-yoga.
It is true that by these practices one may achieve peace, but
sometimes in the process, one may be overwhelmed by lust and
greed. Then instead of attaining peace, one may enjoy yogic
opulence for some time before ultimately falling. However, when
practicing devotional service to Lord Krsna, there is no fear of
attaining irrelevant fruits. Krsna’s servants certainly attain peace.

(Prema-pradipa, Second Ray)

6. What is the danger in practicing hatha-yoga?

If someone practices hatha-yoga he can do many wonderful
things. We can believe this because we can see the results of our
practice. However, by performing mudras or other practices
within the realm of hatha-yoga, so many powers are acquired
that the practitioner cannot make further progress.

(Prema-pradipa, Third Ray)

7. What is the fate of a yoga practitioner who tries to
separate his attachment for Vaikuntha from his life?

200



-MYSTIC YOGA AND OBSERVING VOWS- W&\
o [k
o B

Thought and practices such as dhyana, pratyahara, and
dharana are advised for those desiring to attain the end result of
awakening one’s spiritual attachment. Many people practice these.
But they don’t sufficiently discuss how to attain spiritual
attachment. That is why yogis often become captivated by yogic
opulence and ultimately fail to attain spiritual attachment. On
the other hand, Vaisnava practices are superior.

You see, any sadhana is a particular type of activity. One
may develop attachment to whatever activities he must perform
in his life and then also endeavor to achieve the Absolute Truth.
By working in this way, can such a person awaken spiritual
attachment? If the sadhaka keeps his attempts to develop spiritual
attachment as a separate activity in his life, he will be pulled by
material attachment on one hand and spiritual consciousness on
the other.

(Prema-pradipa, Fourth Ray)

8. What are the limbs of raja-yoga?

Samadhi is the main process of raja-yoga. In order to attain
samadhi, one first practices yama, then niyama, then asana,
pranayama, pratyahara, dhyana, and dharana. One must practice
these processes.

(Prema-pradipa, Fifth Ray)

9. What does one experience when one attains samadhi
by practicing raja-yoga?

When one attains samadhi by practicing raja-yoga, one
realizes truth beyond material nature. In that state, one can taste
unalloyed love. That subject cannot be described in words.

(Prema-pradipa, Fifth Ray)

10. What process do ascetics follow? How many yoga
processes are there?

Undergoing great distress, the ascetics desire to loosen
the knots of their karma. Ascetics practice Vedic pancagni-

201



W\ -BHAKTIVINODA VANI VAIBHAVA-
) L

vidya, nididhyasana, and yoga. The sastras have proposed such

yoga processes as astanga-yoga, saranga-yoga, dattatreyi-yoga,

and goraksanarthi-yoga. Other processes, such as the hatha-

yoga mentioned in the Tantras and the r@ja-yoga propounded

by Patanjali have been widely accepted in the world.
(Caitanya-siksamrta Chapter 8)

11. What is the main difference between the paths of
yoga and devotional service?

The main difference between yoga and devotional service is
this: when practicing yoga strictly, and when one attains samadhi
after giving up false designations, he attains his constitutional
position. That is, he awakens prema. During the long process of
giving up false designations, however, there is a danger that the
sadhaka may become captivated by the insignificant byproducts
of his practice and fall down before he attains the ultimate goal.
On the other hand, those practicing devotional service discuss
only prema. Devotional service is simply the cultivation of the
science of love of God. When all activities are meant to cultivate
the ultimate result, one need not fear useless results. Rather, the
means are the end and the end is the means.

(Prema-pradipa, Second Ray)

12. What does one gain by achieving perfection in yoga
practice?

The domination over material nature attained in yoga practice
is only a temporary result. In that position, the ultimate result
may be far off and time and again impediments will arise. On the
path of yoga, there are hindrances at every step. First, while
practicing yama ‘and niyama, religiosity is awakened, and as a
consequence of this insignificant result one becomes known as
religious-minded, even though no attempt has been made to
achieve prema.

(Prema-pradipa, Second Ray)
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13. When do one’s sensual endeavors diminish?

The path of devotional service is to cultivate love for the
Absolute Truth. The more attachment for such cultivation of
love increases, the more the endeavor of the senses diminishes.

(Prema-pradipa, Second Ray)

14. What is the purpose of observing vows and fasting?

Bathing in the morning, circumambulation, and offering
obeisances are exercises related to physical vows. Due to the
imbalance of any of the bodily elements, one falls sick. In
order to check such sickness, vows such as fasting on the
tenth day of both the waning and waxing moon, and on the
full moon, have been prescribed. It is good to either fast
completely or to make changes in one’s eating routine on those
days while simultaneously engaging the mind in thoughts of
the Supreme Lord with controlled senses.

(Caitanya-siksamrta 2/2)

15. What is the point of observing the month-long vow?

The month-long vow consists of observing the twenty-four
Ekadasis and the six appearance days that include Janmastami.
Spiritual cultivation is the only purpose behind performing
such a vow.

(Caitanya-siksamrta 2/2)

16. What is the gradual procedure for attaining
renunciation?

By observing the physical vows of Caturmasya and fasting
on the full moon day and every tenth day of both the waning
and waxing moon, one becomes habituated to practicing
renunciation. First, one should gradually give up the desire to
eat and sleep. Thereafter, one should give up the desire for all
happiness and should practice renunciation by accepting only
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that material enjoyment that is required to maintain body and
soul together. When one does these things, he will have become
proficient in renunciation.

(Caitanya-siksamrta 2/2)

204



69

False Renunciation

1. What harm does false renunciant cause a practitioner
of devotional service? What is the benefit of giving up false
renunciation?

Markata-vairagya, false renunciation, is a major weakness
of heart. By carefully giving it up, one gains strength on the
path of bhajana. Then enemies such as duplicity, the
propensity to cheat, and the desire for name and fame become
defeated. Thus, the living entities attain pure devotion and
their lives become successful.

(Sajjana Tosani 8/10)

2. Should a renunciant watch cinema or theater?

There is no doubt that a renunciant who watches women
acting in a cinema hall or theater behave like false renunciants.
The renunciant who indulges in hearing and watching plays
and dramas is certainly at fault.

(Sajjana Tosani 8/10)

3. Can one formally accept a renunciant’s dress before
attaining bhava?

Simply identifying oneself as a renunciant does not make
one renounced. If one has not automatically developed
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detachment from sense gratification as a result of awakening
bhava, it would be illegal for him to accept a renunciant’s
dress.

(Caitanya-siksamrta 5/2)

4. Is it proper to take sannyasa at an immature stage
when the desire for female association is still present in the
heart?

If the propensity to associate with women is present in
any corner of his heart, a man should not take sannyasa. Better
he stay at home, try to give up false renunciation, and make
progress in spiritual life by relishing the chanting of Krsna’s
holy names. There is no hurry to take sannyasa, and no one
need accept the renounced order at an improper time.

(Sajjana Tosani 8/10)

5. Whose renunciation is prone to become false?

If a householder leaves his family before developing a
strong natural detachment, his renunciation is prone to
transform into false renunciation.

(Sajjana Tosani 8/10)

6. What are the symptoms of false renunciation?

Thinking of sense gratification within the heart, secretly
enjoying the company of women, and externally putting on
the signs of a renunciant, such as by wearing only kaupinas
and a cadar, are the symptoms of false renunciation.

(Commentary on Caitanya-caritamrta Madhya 16.238)

7. Who is a false renunciant?

A renunciant who converses intimately with women is a
false renunciant.

(Harinama-cintamani)
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8. Can only sannyasis be false renunciants? What is false
renunciation for a householder?

There are two kinds of false renunciants, householder’s
and sannyasis. Among the householders, those who are
unnecessarily eager to leave home are outrageous.

(Sajjana Tosani 8/10)

9. Can one become free of sense gratification simply by
wearing a renunciant’s dress?

Simply wearing the dress of a renunciant does not make a
devotee free from sense gratification, because renunciants often
collect and save objects for sense enjoyment. On the other hand,
many persons resemble sense enjoyers, but utilize everything in
their worship of Lord Hari with a mood of detachment.

(Sajjana Tosani 10/11)

10. What is the harm if one gives up the gradual path
due to a desire for liberation?

If one gives up the gradual path because he desires
liberation, then false renunciation overpowers him and makes
him abominable.

(Caitanya-siksamrta 1/7)

11. Who are the unsteady renunciants?

Those who accept sannyasa, being induced by a temporary
detachment born of quarrel, distress, poverty, disease,
accident, or in the process of getting married, are unsteady
renunciants. Their detachment does not last long; soon they
become pseudo renunciants.

(Caitanya-siksamrta 5/2)

12. Who are the conventional renunciants?

Those who become controlled by intoxication and thus
useless to society, who try to exhibit the symptoms of
devotional service to Hari while under the influence of
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intoxication, and who try to execute loving devotional service
while under the shelter of material attachment, are called
conventional renunciants, even though they accept the
symbols of renunciation.

(Caitanya-siksamrta 5/2)

13. What type of people disgrace Vaisnava dharma? Do
these people disturb society?

One who accepts the signs of a renunciant before he is
actually detached certainly causes a social disturbance and
disgraces Vaisnava dharma.

(Sajjana Tosani 2/7)

14. Who is responsible for creating doubts in the minds
of the people about the character of renounced saintly
persons?

It is extremely necessary for babajis, who are in the
renounced order, to give up greed for women, wealth, palatable
food, and material happiness. Since some renounced saintly
persons retain attachment for these things, worldly people
tend to doubt the character of renounced saintly persons.

(Sajjana Tosani 2/7)

15. Is the babajis’ custom of keeping maidservants in their
cottages approved by Vaisnava dharma?

It is extremely inauspicious for babajis who live in cottages
to keep maidservants. Some babajis have their daughters from
their previous asramas living as their maidservants. A true
renunciant would never live in a cottage where nothing can
work without women. On the pretext of serving the Supreme
Lord and His devotees, enjoyment of intimate association with
the opposite sex becomes the goal of those babajis who keep
maidservants.

(Sajjana Tosani 2/7)
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16. Can one get spiritual results simply by subduing
material attachment?
It is not that subduing material attachment awakens one’s
spiritual attachment. Many people take shelter of renunciation
just to subdue material attachment without trying to increase

their spiritual attachment. This ends only in misfortune.
(Prema-pradipa, Fourth Ray)

17. Is there any point to renunciation if there is no
spiritual goal?

Although by practicing pratyahara one can control his senses,
if one does not develop prema, then such renunciation is dry or
insignificant. This is because when attempting to attain the
ultimate goal, enjoyment and renunciation give equal results.
Useless renunciation simply makes one stone-hearted.

(Prema-pradipa, Second Ray)

18. When is one qualified to leave home?

When one becomes totally introspective, he becomes
qualified to leave home. If he leaves home before such time,
he is in danger of falling down.

(Jaiva Dharma, Chapter 7)
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Association with Women

1. What is “association with the opposite sex”?

A man’s attachment for a woman and a woman’s
attachment for a man is called “association with the opposite
sex.” By chanting Krsna’s holy names while renouncing such
attachment, a householder can achieve the ultimate goal of
life.

(Jaiva Dharma, Chapter 25)

2. Is association with women detrimental to devotional
service?

When there is no marital relationship and one converses with
a woman with evil intentions, it is called stri-sariga. Such sarnga is
sinful and is detrimental to devotional service.

(Sajjana Tosani 10/11)

3. What should a person who desires to attain pure
devotional service renounce?

Those who desire to attain pure devotional service should
totally renounce the association of nondevotees and women.

(Sajjana Tosani 11/11)
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4. What is the purpose of marriage? What kind of people
are engaged in animalistic activities? What is the mentality
of a person attached to spiritual life?

Those who possess a material body made of flesh and blood
are always inclined to associate with women. To minimize this
inclination, marriage is recommended. Those who wish to
become free of the codes of marriage are almost like animals.
But for those who have crossed beyond the rules of this natural
inclination by the association of devotees and the strength of
their service and have thus attained attraction for spiritual subject
matter, associating with the opposite sex has no detrimental effect.

(Sajjana Tosani 11/5)

5. Who are the actual stri-sangis?

Those who are attached to associating with women are
called stri-sangis. The materialists who are fond of gold and
women, the sahajivas, Bauls, Sains, and other so-called
religiously minded persons who are greedy for women, as well
as the woman-loving tantrics, are all examples of stri-sarigis.
The main point is that any men who are attached to womanly
association are stri-sangis. By all means the Vaisnavas should
give up the company of such stri-sarigis. This is Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu’s order.

(Sajjana Tosani 11/6)

6. Is a Vaisnava householder licentious?

A Vaisnava, whether a householder or renunciant, desires
only transcendental happiness. A householder Vaisnava always
works with his wife to achieve transcendental happiness. Although
engaged in all kinds of work, he never becomes licentious. In this
way, he remains free from women’s association throughout his
life. He totally renounces illicit, intimate speaking with women
and the mundane licentious mood in licit association with his
wife.

(Sajjana Tosani 11/11)
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7. Is it good to become licentious?
One should never become licentious, for it ruins everything.
(Caitanya-siksamrta 2/5)

8. Is associating with his wife one of the limbs of
devotional service for a householder?

It is not a limb of devotional service for a householder to
associate with his wife, but it has been accepted as sinless as
long as one uses such association to maintain family life.

(Sajjana Tosani 4/6)

9. How can women devotees give up bad association?

It is essential for women devotees to give up the
association of their nondevotee husbands. It is difficult to
consider the nondevotee a husband because such an illusory
enjoyer acts like a bull and proudly considers himself as the
master.

(Sri Bhagavatarka Marichi-mala 14/36)

10. What harm is there if a tinge of material conception
enters into our worship of Lord Hari?

According to pure Vaisnava philosophy, the male
practitioner of devotional service should worship Hari separate
from female practitioners of devotional service. Similarly, the
female practitioner should not allow male practitioners near
them. Worship of Hari is a fully spiritual activity. A little
material conception can spoil everything.

(Sajjana Tosani 4/6)

11. Whose association is most detrimental to devotional
service?

Association with those fond of women is most detrimental
to devotional service.

(Harinama-cintamanti)
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12. What is the atonement for a renunciant who
purposely sees a woman?

If a Vaisnava in the renounced order of life deliberately
sees a woman, he should atone by drowning himself in the
Ganges at Triveni in order to become purified in his future
lives.

(Caitanya-caritamrta Antya 2.165)
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The Desire for Material Fame

1. What is the main purpose behind artificially displaying
symptoms of ecstatic love, such as shedding tears or the
standing of bodily hairs?

You have practiced shedding tears and jumping and rolling
on the ground. You often fall on the ground unconscious. This
is, however, purely drama meant to deceive people. In this
way you spread bad association and ultimately get gold and
women.

(Kalyana Kalpataru, Song 18)

2. What is most difficult to renounce, even when one is
able to renounce almost everything?

Although one can renounce almost everything, it is very
difficult to renounce pratisthasa, the desire for name and fame.

(Bhajana-rahasya, Chapter 2)

3. Why do cheaters imitate great personalities? Can such
imitation endure?

Cheaters try to hide their natures and attain name and
fame by imitating great personalities, but such imitation
cannot endure. A cheater’s true nature will certainly be exposed
within a few days.

(Sajjana Tosani 4/11)
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4. Is verbal humility proof having renounced the desire
for fame?

Until we can give up the desire for fame, we cannot claim
to be Vaisnavas. Verbal humility alone will not do. I often say,
“I am not even qualified to become a servant of the servant of
the Vaisnavas,” and I think that by hearing this, the audience
will respect me as a pure Vaisnava. Alas! The desire for fame
does not want to leave us.

(Sajjana Tosani 8/3)

5. From what anartha do those who love peace suffer
from, even after they have renounced family life?

Peace-loving people give up family life and accept the
renounced order because they think that householders are
more prone to desire for name and fame. At that stage,
however, rather than see their own desire for name and fame
decrease, their desire becomes stronger than ever.

(Sajjana Tosani 8/3)

6. Why is the endeavor to attain fame so abominable?
The endeavor to attain fame is the most abominable

endeavor. Although it is abominable, few people can avoid it.
(Sajjana Tosani 10/9)

7. What means do cheaters adopt to achieve fame?

In order to obtain the spiritual master’s appreciation,
respect from devotees and ordinary people, praise from the
holding of grand festivals, and in order to get their work done,
many people cheat and artificially display the symptoms of
ecstatic love like dancing, perspiring, shedding tears, rolling
on the ground, and shivering. Actually they do not possess
any of the symptoms of ecstatic love in their hearts.

(Caitanya-siksamrta 5/4)
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8. Why is it improper to proudly identify oneself as a
Vaisnava?
If I think I am a Vaisnava, then I cannot become amani,
free from the expectation that I should be respected. The

desire for material fame will then pollute my heart and I will
go to hell.

(Kalyana Kalpataru Song 8)
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The Cheating Propensity

1. What is kutinati and what is its result?

The phrase kutinati contains two words, kuti and nati.
Persons who have a mania for cleanliness always find ku (bad)
in everything. In other words, they bathe in a pond, but since
nearby is a place for passing stool, they always think bad about
the pond and spend their whole day discussing it. They cannot
discuss anything good. The mania for cleanliness is an example
of kutinati. Those who are affected by this cannot think of
any place in the world as pure, cannot think of any time as
auspicious, and cannot accept any person as a pure Vaisnava.
When they see anything done by a pure devotee that is opposed
to smarta principles, they immediately disassociate themselves
from such a pure devotee and consider him a non-Vaisnava.
This is an example of nati, negation. To not accept the remnants
of the Deity installed by devotees from a lower caste is also
an example of kutinati. As long as kutinati is prominent in
one’s heart, he cannot achieve any happiness from eating
anything. Kutinati is a kind of mental disease. As long as one
is influenced by it, he will find it very difficult to achieve
devotional service. It is extremely difficult for a person afflicted
with kutinati to serve and associate with Vaisnavas.

(Sajjana Tosani 6/3)
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2. What obstacles on the path of devotional service did
Sriman Mahaprabhu consider kufinati?

In the course of Sriman Mahaprabhu’s instructions
regarding the renunciation of kutinati, He listed activities such
as committing sinful activity, violence toward living entities,
and the desire for material fame. All of these He considered
detrimental to devotional service.

(Sajjana Tosani 6/3)

3. How did Mahaprabhu explain the word kutinati?

Mahaprabhu explained kutinati with the words, “Ei bhala
ei manda,” or, “This is good and this is bad.”

(Sajjana Tosani 6/7)

4. How do people affected by kutinati become offenders
toward the holy name and the Vaisnavas?

Due to pride in caste and beauty, people affected by
kutinati do not have firm faith in the remnants of the Lord’s
foodstuffs, in the water that has washed the Vaisnavas’ feet or
in the dust from those feet. Therefore, they are always
offenders at the feet of the holy name and the Vaisnavas. It is
impossible for such people to chant the Lord’s holy names.
There are some people who hate the pure Vaisnavas when
those Vaisnavas are in distress. Mahaprabhu said, however,
“O Sanatana! The Vaisnavas do not hate you because you have
scabs on your body.

(Sajjana Tosani 6/3)

S. What kind of affection is cheating affection?
Affection applied only to the body is nothing but cheating.
(Sajjana Tosani 2/1)

6. Why are cheaters eager to worship the demigods and

demigoddesses?
With a desire to receive palatable foodstuffs, particularly
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goat flesh, many cheaters worship the demigods and

demigoddesses while displaying symptoms of ecstatic love. In

this way they exemplify the possession of pseudo love of God.
(Caitanya-siksamrta 5/4)

7. Are people who simply carry the burden of the
scriptures not crooked?

paramartha-vicaria ’smin bahya-dosa-vicaratah
na kadacid dhata-sraddhah saragrahi janor bhavet

We have discussed the Absolute Truth in this book, so
please excuse any defects in grammar or language. Swanlike
persons should not waste time discovering the faults. Those
who criticize such external defects while studying this book
will obstruct its main purpose, which is to accept the essence
of the Absolute Truth. Such persons are not eligible to study
this book. Arguments born of childish education are
despicable when applied to serious subject matter.

(Sri Krsna Sambhita 10/19)

8. What is the definition of pseudo love of God?

Pseudo love of God resembles dramatic play. It results
only in sense gratification. Therefore, O mind, always give up
sensual pleasures, which are full of offenses.

(Kalyana Kalpataru Song 19)

9. When does devotional service become ineffective?

When devotional service is performed with a desire to
attain wealth, followers, and so on, then it is far away from
pure devotional service and as such is not a real limb of
devotional service.

(Jaiva Dharma, Chapter 20)
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Violence Toward the Living Entities

1. How can one remove the sinful mentality of committing
violence toward animals?

Ma himsyat sarvani butani: “One should not commit any
violence toward any living entity.” This Vedic statement
prohibits violence toward animals. Until human beings give
up slaughtering animals, enjoying the association of women,
drinking wine, and situating themselves in the mode of passion,
they may, in order to diminish such propensities, associate
with women through marriage, kill animals in sacrifice, and
drink wine under particular condition. By so doing, their
propensities will diminish and they will gradually be relieved
of such desires. This is the purport of the Vedas. The Vedas
do not teach that humans should kill animals.

(Jaiva Dharma, Chapter 10)

2. What is violence? What kind of violence must be given
up?

Persons who are attached to sinful activities generally
become envious and violent toward other living entities.
Committing violence is a heinous sin. It is everyone’s duty to
give up violence. Violence toward human beings is the gravest
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sin. The gravity of the offense depends upon the degree of
glory the victim possesses. Violence toward brahmanas, one’s
own relatives, women, Vaisnavas, or to the spiritual master is
extremely sinful. Violence toward animals is also not an
ordinary sin. The killing of animals by selfish, greedy people
is caused by a human being’s abominable, animalistic
propensity. Unless humans refrain from killing animals, their
nature will not improve.
(Caitanya-siksamrta 2/5)

3. Why is violence toward other living entities detrimental
to devotional service?

If one wants to eat the flesh of another living entity, he
has to kill that living entity. Therefore, any activity that
encourages violence toward the living entities is detrimental
to devotional service.

(Sajjana Tosani 9/9)

4. Should a devotee of Hari maintain his propensity to
commit violence?

Violence toward other living entities is the root of all sinful
activities. Those who are fortunate enough to engage in
Krsna’s devotional service naturally do not possess a propensity
for violence.

(Sajjana Tosani 9/8)

5. Which activities are favorable for devotional service
and which are unfavorable?

Those activities that aim at benefiting others are favorable
for devotional service, while those activities that aim at causing
them violence are opposed to devotional service.

(Sajjana Tosani 9/8)

6. How many kinds of violence are there? How should
one utilize attachment and envy?
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There are three kinds of violence: violence toward human
beings, violence toward animals, and violence toward
demigods. Violence is born from hate. To become attracted
to any object of enjoyment is called attachment, and to become
detached from any object of enjoyment is called hate. Proper
attachment has been counted as piety, improper attachment
as licentiousness. Hatred is the opposite of attachment. Proper
hatred is also counted as piety, but improper hatred is the
root of violence and envy.

(Caitanya-siksamrta 2/5)

7. Is violence toward the animals a religious principle
for human beings?

The arrangement to kill animals in sacrifice that has been
prescribed in Vedic literature is simply meant to gradually
diminish people’s animalistic propensities. Actually, violence
toward animals is the nature of animals, not human beings.

(Caitanya-siksamrta 2/5)

8. How many types of cruelty are there and what are
their results?

There are two types of cruelty, cruelty toward humans
and cruelty toward animals. Cruelty toward men and women
causes great disturbances in the world. When people practice
cruelty toward one another, compassion leaves the world and
irreligiousness in the form of cruelty become prominent.

(Caitanya-siksamrta 2/5)

9. Should cruelty toward animals be given up?

There is an arrangement for inflicting cruelty on animals
in modern, insignificant religious principles. However, this
arrangement is bringing its founder a bad name. The heart of
a kind person is shattered when he sees how materialistic
people trouble the bulls and horses that pull carts. One should
give up such cruelty toward animals.

(Caitanya-siksamrta 2/5)
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Committing Offenses

1. Is it an offense to unknowingly engage in bad
association?

Even if you associate with nondevotees unknowingly, you
commit an offense against devotional service.

(Sajjana Tosani 5/5)

2. What offense is the most grave?

If one disregards and disrespects Vaisnavas, he commits
an offense. Sinful reactions are nullified simply by undergoing
ordinary atonement; but offenses are not nullified so easily.
A sin is committed by both gross and subtle bodies; an offense
degrades one’s self-realization. Therefore, those who desire
to worship the Supreme Lord must be careful not to commit
offenses.

(Sajjana Tosani 5/2)

3. What is an offense?

When sinful activities are committed against saintly
persons and the Supreme Lord, it is called an offense. Offenses
are most grave and must be given up by all means.

(Caitanya-siksamrta 2/5)
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4. Is it possible to attain krsna-prema if one commits
offenses?

One who does not attain love of God after worshiping Krsna
birth after birth has certainly committed heaps of offenses, for
only by chanting Krsna’s name without offense can one attain
krsna-prema.

(Navadvipa-mahatmya, Chapter 1)

5. Who are the offenders at Bhakti-devi’s feet?
Being induced by propensities detrimental to devotional
service, such as envy, hatred, pride, and the desire for fame,

those who criticize others are offenders at Bhakti-devi’s feet.
(Sajjana Tosani 10/10)

6. How do the madhyama-adhikaris commit offenses
against the Vaisnavas?

Madhyama-adhikaris begin to be counted as pure
Vaisnavas because their life’s goal is to serve the pure
Vaisnavas. If a madhyama-adhikari renounces the distinctions
between Vaisnavas and non-Vaisnavas, however, he commits
Vaisnava aparadha.

(Harinama-cintamani)

7. What is more offensive than Vaisnava aparadha?

For a living entity there is no graver offense than an offense
committed against a Vaisnava.

(Sajjana Tosani 2/6)

8. How are those who think that Vaisnavas belong to
particular castes tested?

Those who are averse to accepting the remnants of pure
Vaisnavas, thinking him to belong to a particular caste, are
cheaters and cannot themselves be counted as Vaisnavas. For
those who are caste-proud, accepting the remnants of
Vaisnavas during festivals is a real test.

(Prema-pradipa, Ray 7)
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9. Is it improper to think that Vaisnavas belong to a
particular caste?

If you are really afraid of cheating yourself, then you
should not think that Vaisnavas belong to a particular caste.

(Sajjana Tosani 9/9)

10. Is criticizing the faults of Vaisnavas the same as
blaspheming them?

One who criticizes a Vaisnava, thinking he belongs to a
particular caste, because he unknowingly committed an
offense, his almost-destroyed faults, or his sinful behavior
before he surrendered to Krsna, is certainly a blasphemer.
Such a person will never develop taste for chanting the Lord’s
holy name. A pure Vaisnava is he who has taken shelter of
pure devotional service. We may occasionally find the above-
mentioned four faults in him, but there is no possibility of
him possessing any other fault.

(Harinama-cintamant)

11. What is the easiest way to achieve devotional service?
One should give up the mentality of thinking Vaisnavas
belong to particular castes. Then one should take the dust
from the feet of a devotee who is fully engaged in chanting the
Lord’s holy names and respectfully smear it all over his body.
(Harinama-cintamant))

12. Is it a sevaparadha to offer obeisance to someone
inside the temple?

One should not offer obeisance to anyone other than the
Supreme Lord inside the temple. However, one must offer
obeisances to one’s spiritual master even inside the temple.

(Harinama-cintamant))
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13. What is the definition of a Krsna conscious family?
In a Krsna conscious family, there is no cheating; there is

only simplicity. Therefore, there is no question of offense.
(Jaiva Dharma, Chapter 7)

14. To whom should a pious householder give alms?

By giving alms to the illegitimate, professional beggars,
householders commit an offense. As a result, they gradually
fall down. This practice must be checked. Then the condition
of the pious householders will improve, the beggars’ distress
will be destroyed, and the general advancement of society will
take place. Apatre diyate danam tat danam tamasam vidum:
“Giving charity to an unqualified person is an act in the mode
of ignorance.” Following this statement made by the Supreme
Lord, one should give charity only to qualified candidates.

(Sajjana Tosani 6/3)

15. Is it not an offense to hear or sing publicly about Sri
Radha-Krsna’s conjugal pastimes?

To sing and hear about Sri Radha-Krsna’s conjugal
pastimes is the principal and eternal mode of worship of the
Lord. However, to sing about these pastimes before ordinary
people is improper and offensive. Apana bhajana katha na
kahibe yath tatha: one should not disclose one’s own process
of devotional service to others. If one is to follow this
instruction given by the acaryas, then it also holds that it is
offensive to hear a recitation of Krsna’s conjugal pastimes
from a professional singer.

(Sajjana Tosani 6/2)

16. Is it not an offense to blaspheme a Vaisnava by
finding in him behaviors opposed to scripture?

If a Vaisnava happens to engage in some uncivilized activity
according to his karma, it is an offense to consider such
activities uncivilized. Even though a Vaisnava might exhibit
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some improper conduct opposed to the smyti literature, he
should still be considered saintly. Otherwise, one commits an
offense against the holy name.

(Sajjana Tosani 6/7)

17. Who is responsible for committing offenses against
the Lord’s service?

Offenses against the Lord’s service are committed in
regard to serving the Lord’s Deity form. There are offenses
to be avoided by those who worship Deities, by those who
install Deities, and by those who go to see the Lord’s Deity
form. And there are offenses to be avoided by all.

(Harinama-cintamani)

18. What are the thirty-two offenses against the Lord’s
service?

1. One should not enter the temple of the Deity in a car or
palanquin or with shoes on his feet.
2. One should not fail to observe the various festivals
held for the pleasure of the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, such as Janmastami or Ratha-yatra.
3. One should not avoid bowing down before the Deity.
4. One should not enter the temple to worship the Lord
without having washed one’s hands and feet after eating.
. One should not enter the temple in a contaminated
state.
. One should not bow down on one hand.
. One should not circumambulate in front of Sri Krsna.
. One should not spread his legs before the Deity.
. One should not sit before the Deity holding his ankles,
elbows, or knees with his hands.
10. One should not lie down before the Deity of Krsna.
11. One should not accept prasada before the Deity.
12. One should never speak a lie before the Deity.
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One should not talk loudly before the Deity.

One should not talk with others before the Deity.

One should not cry or howl before the Deity.

One should not quarrel or fight before the Deity.

One should not chastise anyone before the Deity.

One should not be charitable to beggars before the Deity.

One should not speak harshly to others before the Deity.

One should not wear a fur blanket before the Deity.

One should not eulogize or praise anyone else before the
Deity.

One should not speak ill names before the Deity.

One should not pass air before the Deity.

One should not fail to worship the Deity according to
one’s means.

One should not eat anything that has not first been offered
to Krsna.

One should not fail to offer fresh fruits and grains to Krsna
according to the season.

After food has been cooked, no one should be offered
any foodstuff unless it has first been offered to the Deity.

One should not sit with his back toward the Deity.

One should not offer obeisances silently to the spiritual
master, or in other words, one should recite aloud the
prayers to the spiritual master while offering obeisances.

One should not fail to offer praise in the spiritual master’s
presence.

One should not praise himself before the spiritual master.

One should not deride the demigods before the Deity.
These sevaparadhas have been described in the Puranas.
(Harinama-cintamani)

19. What are the different offenses and what are their

symptoms?

Although offenses are of many kinds, they are mainly

divided into three categories: vaisnavaparadha, sevaparadha,
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and namaparadha. In the Skanda Purana the six
vaisnavaparadhas are listed as follows: “To kill a Vaisnava, to
blaspheme a Vaisnava, to hate a Vaisnava, to fail to offer
respect to a Vaisnava, to display anger toward a Vaisnava, and
to not feel happy upon seeing a Vaisnava. By committing these
offenses, one certainly falls down. No practitioner of devotional
service should commit these offenses. The sevaparadhas are
considered in regard to the deity worship. There are ten types
of namaparadhas.
(Sajjana Tosani 11/7)

20. Why is the professional recitation of Srimad-
Bhagavatam rejected?

Give up this business [of professional recitation]
immediately. You are supposed to be greedy to drink the
mellows of ecstatic love, so do not commit an offense against
those mellows. According to the TZaittiriya Upanisad (2.7),
raso vai sah, “Krsna is nondifferent from the mellows of
ecstatic love.” The sastras describe many professions by which
people can maintain themselves, so you should choose from
among those. Do not earn money by reciting Srimad-
Bhagavatam to ordinary people. If you find a qualified
audience, then recite Srimad-Bhagavatam with great ecstasy
and without accepting a salary or fee.

(Jaiva Dharma, Chapter 28)

21. Are those who sell hari-nama not offenders?

There are many other ways to earn one’s livelihood, and
one should maintain his life by following one of them. To earn
money by selling hari-nama and to consider this money as a
means of livelihood is extremely improper and opposed to
devotional service. It is impossible for both those who sell
hari-nama and those who purchase it to attain love of God,
which is the fruit of chanting hari-nama. In fact, by doing so,
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such people simply accumulate sin. Money is not the price

for hari-nama; faith is the only price. Therefore, it is everyone’s

duty to faithfully chant and hear Hari’s holy names.
(Sajjana Tosani 8/8)

22. What are the symptoms, activities, and fate of those
who commit offenses against the Lord’s abode?

With a desire to fulfill their self-interests, out of envy,
some people are creating obstacles on the path of improving
the standard of Sri Mayapur. Upon seeing the dhama’s
prosperity, these people have become hopeless nowadays.
Being controlled by intense envy, a few of them have even
begun to publish articles against the dhama in some small
magazines. There is no doubt that Mahaprabhu will soon
destroy them. The amazing factor is that for a long time, some
people have been engaged in accumulating money and enjoying
the association of women while hiding the actual glories of Sri
Mayapur. As soon as the glories of Mayapur began to manifest,
these disciples of Kali began to conceal the glories of Mayapur
by various tactics, but both the Supreme Lord and the eternal
truth are unconquerable. For the last two years, these disciples
of Kali have been embarrassed. The society of devotees no
longer trusts them. Therefore, they are making fools of
themselves. What a game plan of Kali! They are trying to prove
no-moon as full-moon and get away with it. But suddenly
people have understood their game plan and are laughing at
them. Now everyone has understood that Sridhama Mayapur
is the crest jewel of the entire Navadvipa.

(Sajjana Tosani -8/1)
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Blaspheming the Vaisnavas

1. What should one do if one happens to hear blasphemy
of a pure Vaisnava? How should one deal with a