During the 3rd and 4th centuries AD, the
Bhagabat religion in Indiawaswrongly acclamed
as Vashnavism under the patronage of the then
rulers. Subsequently its impact was dso felt in
Orissa. Rationdly spesking, Bhagabet religion is
markedly different from Vashnaviam. The latter
isassociated with theworship of different contexts
inIndian literature, history and rdigion. Theword
Vadnav is derived from the word Vishnu. The
word like Vishnu or Vashnav is illogicdly and
deliberately associated with Lord Vasudev
Shrikrishna. When Brahminism revived under the
patronage of the Guptadynasty during 3rd or 4th
century, this ddliberate mischief found place in
religion, literature and history. The reason can be
found in the fact that, prior to Mahabharatawar,
Brahminism was associated with Sun-worship.
The aien Aryans who invaded India were
accustomed to worshipping the elementsof nature
as gods; hence Sun-worship.

Sun-worshipwasmainly confinedto Yagna
(holy offeringsto thefire-god). Sacrificeof animas
and drinking of Soma-Rasa. Under the influence
of Lord Srikrishna's diplomacy during the
Mahabharata war, people shifted their attention
from yagna and worship of eements and turned
them in to introgpective spiritudism. In keeping
with that basic change, the post-Mahabharataera
witnessed the advent of introspectiverdigionslike
Jainism and Buddhism. These religions had such
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a profound impact on the contemporary society
that the practice of Sun-worship and worship of
the dements of nature characterizing Brahminiam
was totaly discontinued. In fact, right after the
end of the Mahabharata war, the Bhagabat
dharma, introduced by Vasudeva Srikrishnaaong
with Jainism and Buddhism had greatly influenced
the people and put an end to Brahminism. It could
not revive even by 3rd or 4th century.

Protagonists of Brahminism cleverly
congpired, by means of surrogate language and
jargontoidentify Savismand Vasudev Sikrishna
with the Sun-God or Lord Vishnu and nearly
succeeded in getting public support for their
endeavour. Thederivation of theword Vishnu can
be found in 1, 85, 7:6, 48,14 Mandaas, Sukta
and mantra in the Rig Veda! Elsawhere in the
Rig veda, the Sun-god or Lord Vishnu has been
portrayed as a God of sacrifice. Can there be
any judtification for identifying such a god of
externd and inanimate nature with Vasudev Si
Krishna? The latter is the presiding deity of an
introgpective rigion and hence the efforts of the
torch bearers of Brahminism to treast Vasudev
Srikrishna on par with the Sun-god or Vishnu,
god of outward and inanimate nature is highly
unredigtic. Thereason isthat when the supporters
of Brahminism discovered that the worship of
Vishnu or the Sun-god can not stand the powerful
influence of Saivism, the Bhagabat religion,
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Jainism or Buddhism, they propagated rather
fraudulently about Shiva, Buddha etc. being the
incarnations of Vishnu or the Sun-god. By massive
fase propaganda, they have managed to ensure
the perpetuation of Sun-worship which prevails
even today. Such endeavours led to reviva of
Brahminism during the rule of the Gupta dynegty.
Thisconspiracy no doubt € uded the people. B,
dill, they have never accepted Vishnu as Sun-
god a any time. The patronsof Brahminism derive
a grest mentd satisfaction by keeping the Sun-
god in the guise of Lord Vishnu.

The Protagonists of Yagygna (Sacrificid
offeringsto thefire-god) and Sun-worship, under
the encouraging patronage of state-power penned
severd Puranic literature where they invarigbly
propageted that dl the deitiesand rdigiousbdliefs
worshipped and sustained by the people
Irrespective of caste or creed were mere parts of
incarnations of Lord Vishnu or Sun-god.
Thereforewefind in the Puranasthat Lord Rama,
the Son of Kaushalya, Vasudev Srikrishna,
Gautam Buddha and Nrushingha have been
portrayed and propagated as parts of the so-
cdled Lord Vishnu or Sun-god. Lord Sriram, Lord
Srikrishna, the son of Devaki, Lord Nrusingha
who emerged out of a shattered pillar greeatly
influenced and inspired the contemporary society
as symbols of inward consciousness.
Unfortunately, the protagonists of Brahminiam, in
the Puranic literature purposefully created by
them, identified these gods with the worship of
theinanimate Sun-god or Vishnu. The sate power
no doubt encouraged and patronized such
propagandas. The people, though confused,
rgjected such notions outright. Along with the
mythologica characterslike ShriRam, Srikrishna
and Nursingha, the historicd religious leaders of
Buddhism and Jainaism like Gautam Buddha or
Mahavir Jain were falsely propagated as the
incarnations of the Sun-god or Vishnu. The

confusion these propagandas created can be
traced to Lord Jagannath of Puri.

Higtoricdly and ethicaly spesking, Lord
Jagannath, the presiding deity of theland of Odra
was worshipped by the Buddhists during the 7th
and 8th centuries as the overadl manifestation of
the spiritual consciousness of different tribal
groups like the Odras and the Nagas. The
Buddhigts accomplished unanimity in the diverse
religious bdliefs of these different tribd raceslike
Nagasand Odrasand thisgaverisetothepractice
of worshipping Lord Jagannath. That is why we
find the influence of Buddhism in the cult of Lord
Jagannath even today. Such synchronized religious
fedling and reasoning reflect an introspective
consciousness having its own speciality and
diginction profoundly affecting the minds of dl
Indians. That is why during the 7th and 8th
centuries, Lord Jagannath was acclamed as the
presding deity of the entire Odraregion. Wefind
in Madalapanji that with the rise of Keshari
dynasty, Jgati became the monarch. He searched
for this date deity of Orissaand ingdled Him in
Puri. By the time of the Lord's ingdlation, the
popular gods like Lord Shriram and Vasudev
Shrikrishna were given the title of Purushottam
(The perfect man and the propaganda of their
being parts or incarnations of Lord Vishnu or
Surya (The Sun God) went on unabated. These
propagandas originated from the Puranicliterature
snce the 3rd and 4th centuries and are Hill in
vogue.

After Lord Jagannath's ingtdlation in Puri
by roya effort, he too has been fraudulently
termed asapart or incarnation of Lord Vishnu or
the Sun God. His name, therefore has acquired
the prefix of Purushottam or the perfect man.
Initidly, Lord Jagannath was described as a
miraculous derivation of Nrushingha and
subsequently, he is identified with Vasudev
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Srikrishna But fromthe historical and logicd view
point, even by his acquiring this prefix of
Purushottam, he can neither be identified with
Nrushingha nor with Shri Krishna, the
Purushottam. The word Purushottam or the
perfect man, fails to convey the full sgnificance
of the omnipresent Lord Jagannath, from the
ethicd point of view. Possbly, this is the view
expressed by Dibakar Das, a 17th century poet
in his book of verse 'Jagannath Charitamrita -
"Lord Jagannath is cent percent complete with
DivineQuadlities apart of whichwent to Sikrishna
the son of Nanda. But heturned this part into one
hundred percent and moved around in the land
of Gopa."

From this, wefind that 'Purushottam’ or the
Perfect man is qualitative concept. But a
deliberate attempt has been made to attach this
termto Lord Jagannath who defiesany quditative
description (Gunétita). He is far beyond logical
reasoning and some one very specia. So from
this view point, Lord Shri Ram has been cdlled
'‘Maryada Purushottam’ (the Perfect Man of
Glory), Siikrishna or Nrusingha dso carry this
prefix as al of them have been propagated as
belonging to the category of Lord Vishnu. Lord
Jagannath is dtogether a different phenomenon
and beyond quditative description. Unfortunately
'Purushottam is prefixed to this name so that He
canbeeadly cdled anincarnation of Lord Vishnu.

The ancestors of the Monarchs belonging
to the Soma or Keshari dynasty made Sripur of
Madhya Pradesh their capitd and ruled in that
state. Nrusingha, the Purushottam, was their
house-hold deity. From an inscription preserved
in the Museum of Raipur, it is leant thet, in the
8th century, Basatta Devi, a queen of the Soma
dynagty, has built atemple in Sripur and indaled
her house hold deity, Nrushingha, the Perfect Man,
there. In the years that followed, descendants of
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Soma dynasty who ruled Sonepur in Orissaaso
built a temple in the mountain region of
Gandhamardan, ingtalled Nrusingha, the Perfect
Man in that temple and worshipped Him. That is
thefamous Nrusnghanath temple of Balangir. We
learn from history that, years after, the
descendants of Somadynasty dso built atemple
a Puri, for theworship of their household deity,

Lord Nrusingha, the Purushottam. Having
conquered different regions in Orissa, the
Somavanshi kings installed the statues of
Purushottam Nrusingha in those places and

encouraged His worship. They aso patronized
many books of verses eulogizing the deity,

Purushottam Nrusingha. "Anargha Raghav", a
drama by Murari Mishra, "Prabodha
Chandrodaya," ancther dramaby KrishnaMighra,
"Vaswati" by Satananda, 'Krutya Kadpataru' and
‘Brahma Y amdatantra are some of these books
lauding the Lord Nrusingha the household deity
of the Somavanshi rulers, brought from Sripur of
Madhya Pradesh. Many historians, litterateurs
and research scholarshave ddliberately attempted
to identify this Purushottam Nrusinghawith Lord
Jagannath. Such attempts were wrong and miss
leading. Puri was widely propagated as
Purushottam Kshetra (or the land of the Perfect
Man) only because the Soma Vanshi kings
ingtaled the deity Nrusingha (brought from Sripur
in Madhya Pradesh) in Puri. These kingstried to
popul arise Nrusingha-worship throughout Orissa
Hence Puri earned the epithet Purushottam
Kshetra. But in later period, Lord Jagannath
earned the status and recognition of being the
presiding deity of the Odraland and wasingtdled
in Puri and in due course of time replaced
Nrusnghawho had earned the same satus before.
So Puri, previoudy cdled Purushottam kshetra
(or theland of the Perfect man)cameto beknown
in due course of event as the land of Lord
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Jagannath who wasingdled there asthe presiding
deity and was worshipped.

S0 "Purushottam Kshetra'(the land of the
Perfect Man and Jagannath Dham)the land of
Lord Jagannath are not at all synonymous.
"Purushottam” and " Jagannath”" aredifferent terms,
the former referring to "Purushottam Nrusinghd'
and not to Lord Jagannath. However, the
unjudtified effort is on to identify Jagannath with
Purushottam aswell asto equate L ord Jagannath
with Lord Vishnu. From time to time, this effort
has obtained roya patronage which encouraged
the writing of such fictitious and propagandist
puranas like Skanda Purana.®

We can dso mention the age-old attempts
to equate Lord Jagannath with Purushottam
Nrusngha And at alater sage, the Vashnavites
adopted a different strategy to identify Lord
Jagannath with VV asudeva Srikrishna, the Presiding
deity of Bhagabat religion. Of course, taking a
closer look, we can not find any marked difference
between the religious aspects of Vasudeva
Srikrishnaand Lord Jagannath. But till, both are
cartanly notidenticd. Jugt asVasudevaSrikrishna
of Bhagabat rdigion is digtinctly different from
Vishnu or Suryaworshipped by the Vashnavities,
smilarly, the cult of Lord Jagannath, enunciated
by the Buddhists, is different from that of
Vasudeva Shri Krishna. But as a result of
congpiracy laid out by the Vashnavities, many
propagandist Puranic works proclaiming
Vasudeva Shri Krishnaasthe incarnation or part
of Lord Vishnu came into being. In a amilar
manner, malafide efforts to identify Lord
Jagannath with Vasudeva Shri Krishna with the
help of Propagandist Puranashavenever sopped.

Possibly nating this, Jayadev, a12th century
poet wrote in his Dasavatara Stotram -

"Thou, O Keshava! Who discredited therituds
of ygna and the Vedas, thou whose soul wept

witnessing the religious sacrifice of animals,
incarnated thysdlf asLord Buddha. Glory tothee,
O Jagadish (Lord of universe) Hari."

It is obvious that Jayadeva was referring
to Lord Keshava or Srikrishna reincarnating
Himsdf asLord Buddhaor Lord Jagannath. But
despite al the apparent similarities research
scholarshave proved that they arenot inseparable.
As has been said earlier, under pressure of
circumstance the patrons of Vaishnavism or
Brahminism had drawvn Vasudeva Sikrishnainto
ther reigious fold. However, the cult of Lord
Jagannath isvery specid and distinct. Conforming
this distinctive aspect of Lord Jagannath,
Dr. Harekrishna Mahatab has aptly observed in
his"Higtory of Oriss":-

"Three factors prevent us from accepting
Jagannath as the Lord of Brahminism, they are,
(i) thename, "Jagannath " (TheLord of Universe),
(i) Thevery gatueof Jagannath, (iii) The presence
of Suvadrawith Him.

So how did the name "Krishna Vasudeva'
"Vanish and was replaced by Jagannath?'Along
with ther effort to proclam, Lord SriRam, Lord
Srikrishna and Lord Nrusingha Vishnu or Surya
incarnate, the patrons of Brahminism spared no
pain in encouraging the specia worship of Surya
or Vishnu in Orissa. This effort was very
expensive. The Sun-Temple at Konark (Arka
kshetra or the Land of Sun) tedtifies to this. All
the revenue Orissa earned in twelve years was
gpent for the condruction of thistemple. The Sun-
Temple, no doubt, is a marvellous object of art.
But the basi ¢ purpose (Sun-worship) for whichiit
was built went flak with the people of Orissa.
Although they are proud of this beautiful artistic
work, they have never taken to worshipping
Vishnu or Surya. That iswhy the Sun Fillar (Arun
Stambha) of the Konark Temple was shifted to
Puri and was placed in front of the Lion's gate of
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Jagannath Templefacing the Grand Road. Onthe
other hand the Konark Temple has become a
ruined mess. Isit not proof enough that people of
Orissa never accepted the practice of
worshipping Vishnu ? Many people attribute the
dilgpidated state of Konark templeto natural and

geographical factors. But this is not true. Both
the Jagannath temple of Puri and the Sun-temple
at Konark are situated near the sea-shore. But

thelatter isof amore 'recent’ build. One hundred
years after the Puri temple was built (1115

1147AD) by Chodaganga of Ganga dynasty
(1078-1147AD), King Narasingha Deva or

LangulaNarasingha Deva (1238-1264AD) built

the Sun-temple at Konark with much gusto; the
placewas named Arka-kshertra (theland of Sun-

God)and found a glorious mention in fictitious
Puranas like the Samba Purana. Despite these
much hyped propagandas, the temple remained
unused and closed to public view round the year.

Only on the day of Magha Saptami, devotees
gather here to take a holy dip in the near by
Chandrabhaga. This rite has nothing to do with
the Konark temple. Of course, the devotees are
certainly enchanted by the artigtic excellence of
the temple, but it does not raise any religious
fedingsinther hearts. The temple does not have
any priestsor sarvitors. Thus for the want of use
and sheer disnterest of the public, the temple
collgpsed and remainsruined and abandoned. This
rather than naturd factorsis a greater cause for
itsdevadtation. Dueto lack of reigiousatachment
to the temple, no effort has been made for itsup
keep and repair. In contrast to this, the temple of
Lord Jagannath isacrowd - puller and primarily
in public interest timely repairs and preservation
of this sacred monument have been done.
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Temples have cropped up time and again
with much pomp and ceremony in different parts
of India. The tate- power has encouraged their
condruction and hastried forcibly toimposethem
on the people. But sincethey havefailed to touch
their hearts, people have outright rejected them.
Asaresult, many of thetemplesarein shambles.
Asamatter of fact, nowherein India, peoplehave
accepted the practice of worshipping Vishnu or
Surya : hence the wretched condition of their
temples. So the patrons of such worship have
made afeehle attempt to sustain it by propagating
animaginay rdigion cdled Vashnavisn and giving
a Vashnavic rdigion. On the other hand, Lord
Jagannath draws millions of people from every
part of theworld to Puri. This provesthat the cult
of Lord Jagannath is superior to Vasnavism and
itisahumanitarian religion. Soitisclear fromthe
above discusson that Jagannath is different from
Purushottam Nrusinghaor Vasudeva Shrikrishna
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