Observations about Ramayana War

bh. Shrirang Chikhalikar

It took five days to build a bridge from India to Lanka. The construction progressed as follows:

First Day - 14 yojanas (1 yojana - 8 miles/12 km)

Second Day - 20 yojanas

Third Day - 21 yojanas

Fourth Day - 22 yojanas

Fifth Day - 23 yojanas

Leaders who fought on behalf of Lord Ramacandra: Nala-nila, Angada, Sveta, Kumuda, Canda, Rambha, Sarabha, Panasa, Krodha, Gavaya, Dhumra, Dambha, Sannadana, Kratha, Pramathi, Risabha, Kesari, Satabali, Mainda, Dvivida, Pavana-putra Hanuman, Laksmana, Vibhisana, Sugriva, Jambavan, Susena, Gaja, Gavaksa, Dadhimukha, Sumukha, Durmukha, Vegadarsi, Jyotirmukha, Hemakuta, Durdhara, etc.

In Lord Rama's army except for seven, all were monkeys and other animals. All these animals were demigods in disguise.

Sri Rama (the Supreme Lord), Laksmana (the Supreme Lord's expansion), Vibhisana (Ravana's brother) and Vibhisana's four ministers were present in the human form.

Raksasa leaders who fought on behalf of Ravana:

Malyavana, Prahasta, Mahaparsva, Mahodara, Dhumraksa, Vajradamstra, Akampana, Atikaya, Indrajit, Pisaca, Trisira, Kumbha, Nikumbha, Narantaka, Kumbhakarna, Devantaka, Kampana, Prajangha, Sonitaksa, Virupaksa, Yupaksa, Makaraksa, etc.

The following deaths occurred in the war:

Dhumraksa, Akampana, Devantaka, Trisira, Nikumbha (killed by Hanuman)

Vajradamstra, Kampana, Prajangha (killed by Angada)

Kumbha, Virupaksa, Mahodara (killed by Sugriva)

Sonitaksa (killed by Dvivida)

Yupaksa (killed by Mainda)

Prahasta, Mahodara (killed by Nila)

Kumbhakarna, Makaraksa, Ravana (killed by Sri Rama Himself)

Mahaparsva (killed by Risabha)

Atikaya, charioteer of Indrajit, Indrajit himself (killed by Laksmana)

Mayamati (fake) Sita (killed by Indrajit)

chariot horses of Indrajit (killed by an army of monkeys)

Versions of Ramayana

bh. Shrirang Chikhalikar

Madhva, one of the principle teachers of Vedic philosophy, commenting on the Vedanta-sutra (2.1.6), quotes the Bhavisya Purana as follows:

rg-yajuh-samartharvas ca

bharatam pancaratrakam

mula-ramayanam caiva

veda ity eva sabditah

puranani ca yaniha

vaisnavani vido viduh

"The Rg Veda, Yajur Veda, Sama Veda, Atharva Veda, Mahabharata [which includes the Bhagavad-gita], Pancaratra, and the original Ramayana are all considered Vedic literature. The Vaisnava supplements, the Puranas, are also Vedic literature." (Readings in Vedic literature)

The above definition highlights the unique position of Valmiki Ramayanam. However there are many versions of Ramayanam which indicate the great interest shown by the scholars in these most sacred topics about Lord Rama. Some of the following versions may have a dose of mayavada.

Sanskrit versions:

adbhuta ramayanam

adbhutottara ramayanam

adhyatma ramayanam

agastya ramayanam

agnivesa ramayanam

anargha raghava ramayanam

anand ramayanam

atri ramayanam

bal ramayana natakam

bharat ramayanam

bharadvaja ramayanam

bhatti kavyam

bhusundi ramayanam

bibhisana ramayanam

brahma ramayanam

campu ramayanam

deha ramayanam

dharma ramayanam

garuda ramayanam

gautam ramayanam

govinda ramayanam

hanumad ramayanam

hanumannatakam

jamadagni ramayanam

jaimini ramayanam

janaki harana ramayanam

jatayu ramayanam

kapil ramayanam

khetaketu ramayanam

kraunca ramayanam

krutivas ramayanam

lalit ramcaritam

lomasa ramayanam

mahabharat-van parvatantargat ramakatha

maha ramayanam

mahavir carit natakam

mahesvara ramayanam

mangal ramayanam

manu ramayanam

naividheya ramayanam

naradiya ramayanam

naradokta ramayanam

prasanna raghava natakam

pulastya ramayanam

raghuvamsa mahakavyam (by Kalidas)

ramacarit cintamani

ramasvamedham

ramatapaniyopanisad

ramesvara samhita

ramnam mahatmyam

ram raksastotram

ram samhita

saubhari ramayanam

siva ramayanam

skanda ramayanam

sugriva ramayanam

sumantra ramayanam

sunand ramayanam

surya ramayanam

sutiksna ramayanam

vasistha ramayanam

viranci ramayanam

visvamitra ramayanam

vrutta ramayanam

unmatta ramayanam

uttara ramacarit natakam

yajnavalkya ramayanam

yogavasistham

Non-sanskrit versions:
chandaza ramayana

kamba ramayanam (Tamil)

laldas ramayana

ramayana (Oriya, by Sadala Das)

rama carita manasa (Hindi)

saket

satyanistha ram

sitayan

uttarayana

Gerald Surya: However, we accept the reference as referring to Valmiki Ramayana and as the bonafide version of Ramakatha.

Krishna Susarla: There is no doubt that the Ramayana by Valmiki is the most bona fide extant Ramayana available. However, that certainly is not to say that it does not require commentary...

Gerald Surya: On the Dvaita list they say that the "mula-ramayan" mentioned in the verse above is *not* the Valmiki Ramayana. Apparently they feel there is an even earlier version which they take to be even more bonafide. I do not know if they consider Valmiki Ramayana bonafide.

Krishna Susarla: I think this may even be the correct Tattvavadi position on this. The term "mula-ramayana" would mean "original Ramayana" or something like that. They must feel that the original is not the authored work of Valmiki but rather something that was present in the original Yajur Veda (prior to its being split into four).

The thing is, Valmiki came to understand Ramayana by Narada's grace, correct? It stands to reason that the Ramayana that he wrote would follow closely the so-called "mula-ramayana," assuming that Narada was familiar with the latter.
Time of Sri Rama' Appearance

Q: Have you heard of the time interval between Rama and Krsna avatars?

A: (Gerald Surya)   It is commonly assumed that Rama appeared in the previous Treta yuga. Many sources (Rupa Gosvami, Devi Bhagavata, Brahmanda Purana, etc.) say Rama appeared in the 24th cycle. Krsna appeared in the 28th cycle. The interval = 4 caturyugas + 1 Dvapara yuga + some of Treta yuga comes out to between 19 and 20 million years. 

