Russian Pädayätra

I remember seeing Pädayätra Worldwide video with HH Lokanätha Swami some time in the 90’s where he said, “Pädayätra is a preaching system used by the äcäryas to spread the religious teachings”, and I thought, “Why wouldn’t we start something like that in Russia too?” And it worked. (
So I got in touch with Lokanätha Mahäräja, a Minister for ISKCON Worldwide Pädayätra, and he arranged for me to take a part in Pädayätra India where I got a preliminary experience of how to practically execute it back in my homeland. I asked him for the permission to do it in Russia and I got his blessings. Ever since then he regularly enquired about our efforts. He is like a father to me in my spiritual life.

It took us about a year to prepare all the required documents for the initiation of Pädayätra Russia—and then we eagerly jumped on the road. We started back in 1998 and we do it four or five months per year. We would do it more but Russian weather is quite cold so we can do it only during the summer months. Occasionally we get a rainy cloud even during the summer season but no matter what is the weather like we still continue with our mission.

We cross approximately 10,000 kilometers per year, all in Southern Russia in the Kavkaz Mountains region around the Black Sea coast. We visit about 25 big cities and many villages. Due to some governmental problems we cannot use a Pädayätra bullock cart anymore so now we do “just” harinäma saìkértana, book distribution and prasädam distribution. As cities and villages in Russia are quite far apart, usually some 25-30 kilometers, we travel from city to city, from village to village, by cars and then we walk ( “storm”) through the place with our transcendental group of devotees.

We started with a smaller group of 16 and now we have a group of 25 to 28 devotees of all the äçramas. All together we had more than 100 different devotees who served with us in the Pädayätra Russia. HH Prabhaviñëu Mahäräja visits us regularly. Every year our saìkértana scores increase so last year we distributed 34,000 free sweet balls and 25,000 Çréla Prabhupäda’s books.


I guess you wonder where do we get the inspiration and determination to go on? Well, the answer is simple—the taste of pudding is in eating it! ( It is easy to do things when you are happy in what you do. And this program gives us so much transcendental pleasure and happiness that we do not need additional inspiration from the outside.

Our plans for the future? We would like to continue doing harinäma saìkértana Pädayätra even after these short Russian summer months, and go on throughout the entire year somewhere else in the warmer regions, like for example Africa. (smiles) Something like Russian Pädayätra through Zimbabwe, Rwanda, Congo… (laughs) So if you would like to invite us—we are at your service.
Extracted from the interview with HG Némi Prabhu, a disciple of His Holiness Prabhaviñëu Swami from the city of Krasnodar, Russia, on the Black Sea cost. Besides being the main organizer of Pädayätra Russia he is also a co-organizer of big Krasnodar festival which gathers about 3,000 devotees from Russia and from all over the world for a transcendental one-week retreat with about 15 visiting sannyäsés and gurus.

