®AKATšS¶RA








®akat€s™ra represents a load-carrying mentality arising out of old and new bad habits, from this life and previous lives. He also represents lethargy, dullness and false pride. K��Ša removes this contamination by kicking it aside.





According to Garga Saˆh…ta he had a body made of air. He tried to make the cart fall on Lord K��Ša's head. In his previous life he was a demon, a son of Hiranyak�a named Utkaca. He went to the hermitage of Loma�a Muni and broke some trees there and was cursed to become bodiless. (He had a huge body). He then fell at the Muni's feet and begged for mercy. The Muni told him that in the next manvantara he would be touched by the foot of the Lord and would be liberated.














The Story of ®akat€s™ra


(from ®r…la Prabhup€da's K��Ša Books)





On this occasion, mother Ya�oda arranged to distribute a large quantity of grains, and first-class cows decorated with golden ornaments were made ready to be given in charity to the learned, respectable br€hmaŠas. Ya�oda took her bath and dressed herself nicely, and taking child K��Ša, duly dressed and bathed, on her lap, she sat down to hear the Vedic hymns chanted by the br€hmaŠas. While listening to the chanting of the Vedic hymns, the child appeared to be falling asleep, and therefore mother Ya�oda very silently laid Him down on the bed. Being engaged in receiving all the friends, relatives and residents of V�nd€vana on that holy occasion, she forgot to feed the child milk. He was crying, being hungry, but mother Ya�oda could not hear Him cry because of the various noises. The child, however, became angry because He was hungry and His mother was not paying attention to Him. So He lifted His legs and began to kick His lotus feet just like an ordinary child. 





Baby K��Ša had been placed underneath a hand-driven cart, and while He was kicking His legs, He accidentally touched the wheel of the cart, and it collapsed. Various kinds of utensils and brass and metal dishes had been piled up in the handcart, and they all fell down with a great noise. The wheel of the cart separated from the axle, and the spokes of the wheel were all broken and scattered hither and thither. 





Mother Ya�oda and all the gopis, as well as Mah€r€ja Nanda and the cowherd men, were astonished as to how the cart could have collapsed by itself. All the men and women who were assembled for the holy function crowded around and began to suggest how the cart might have collapsed. No one could ascertain the cause, but some small children who were entrusted to play with baby K��Ša informed the crowd that it was due to K��Ša's striking His feet against the wheel. They assured the crowd that they had seen how it happened with their own eyes, and they strongly asserted the point. Some were listening to the statement of the small children, but others said, "How can you believe the statements of these children?" The cowherd men and women could not understand that the all-powerful Personality of Godhead was lying there as a baby and that He could do anything. Both the possible and impossible were in His power.











Notes from "®r… Caitanya Mah€prabhu's Teachings" by Professor Sanyal:





This represents carrying the burden of the cart-load of scriptural learning in its very literal sense. It tends to smother the baby K��Ša. It needs to be smashed at the outset with His help. Mechanical studiers have no access to Vraja. The victims of the pseudo-guru likely to fall into this plight, by being prematurely initiated into the state of manj€ri-s€dhana. They cannot realize their misfortune because of their mechanical aptitude, which tends to be exploited by the pseudo-guru. 


