BAKšS¶RA

Bakas™ra represents cunning duplicity, deceptive behaviour and hypocrisy, the outward manifestations of a false lifestyle of cheating activities.

According to the Brahma-vaivarta Purana, in his last life he was Suhotra, a Gandharva disciple of Durvasa ¤uni. Along with his three brothers (who became Pralamba and Ke�i) he performed austerities at Pu�kara-t…rtha. Once, the three of them were picking lotuses at the celestial lake Citra-sarovara for offering to Lord K��Ša, when they were arrested by servants of Lord ®iva. Lord ®iva received them very nicely, but told them that he had promised Parvati that he would curse anyone who took lotuses from that lake, as she had vowed to offer a thousand lotuses a day to Lord K��Ša for 100 days, and there were exactly 100,000 lotuses there, some of which they had now picked. So they had to appear as these demons, but they were then killed by K��Ša and liberated.

The Story of Bakas™ra

(from ®r…la Prabhupada's K��Ša Books)
All the cowherd boys would daily go to the bank of the River Yamuna to water their calves. Usually, when the calves drank water from the Yamuna, the boys also drank. One day, after drinking, when they were sitting on the bank of the river, they saw a huge animal which looked something like a duck and was as big as a hill. Its top was as strong as a thunderbolt. When they saw that unusual animal, they became afraid of it. The name of this beast was Bakas™ra, and he was a friend of Kaˆsa's. He appeared on the scene suddenly and immediately attacked K��Ša with his pointed, sharp beaks and quickly swallowed Him up. When K��Ša was thus swallowed, all the boys, headed by Balarama, became almost breathless, as if they had died. 

But when the Bakas™ra demon was swallowing up K��Ša, he felt a burning fiery sensation in his throat. This was due to the glowing effulgence of K��Ša. The demon quickly threw K��Ša up and tried to kill Him by pinching Him in his beaks. Bakas™ra did not know that although K��Ša was playing the part of a child of Nanda Maharaja, He was still the original father of Lord Brahma, the creator of the universe. The child of mother Ya�oda, who is the reservoir of pleasure for the demigods and who is the maintainer of saintly persons, caught hold of the beaks of the great gigantic duck and, before His cowherd boyfriends, bifurcated his mouth, just as a child very easily splits a blade of grass. From the sky, the denizens of the heavenly planets showered flowers like the cameli, the most fragrant of all flowers, as a token of their congratulations. Accompanying the showers of flowers was a vibration of bugles, drums and conchshells. 

Notes from "®r… Caitanya Mahaprabhu's Teachings" by Professor Sanyal:

Religious hypocrisy. Consists of offenses to the Holy Name. Those who are in the clutches of the pseudo-guru have not got the judgement to properly understand their real position, and they deceive themselves by agreeing to adopt a higher grade of worship than they are qualified for. Those who, even after becoming aware of their unfitness, persist in these practices, hoping to gain honour and wealth, commit this offense. They are real thorns in the side of the world. They show external marks of sectarianism and pseudo-renunciation. So devotees should watch out for indications of real attachment for K��Ša without being too worried about external marks.

