DHENUKšS¶RA








Dhenuk€s™ra represents ignorance of knowledge of the soul through gross materialistic intelligence, or jackass-like foolishness.





According to the Garga Saˆh…ta, in his previous life he was a son of Bali Mah€r€ja named S€hasika. He offended Durv€s€ Muni by disturbing him when the muni was meditating, by making a lot of noise while he was enjoying with 10,000 women on Mt Gandham€dana. Durv€s€ cursed him to become an ass, saying: "Fool! Ass-like person! Become an ass! O demon, after 400,000 years, in transcendental circle of Math™ra, in the sacred forest of Talav€na, you will attain liberation by Lord Balar€ma's hand." He could not be killed by K��Ša because He had given His word to Prahl€da Mah€r€ja that He would not kill any of his family members.








Some Special Considerations Regarding the Demons Killed by Lord Balar€ma





®r…la Bhaktivinoda Th€kura explains in ®r… Caitanya ®ik�€m�ta: "There are two demons killed by ®r… Baladeva — but the contaminations they represent will have to be removed by dint of the devotee's own endeavours. This is one of the secret mysteries of Vraja-bhakti.





"The jack-ass demon Dhenuk€s™ra represents the bad mentality of overburdened load-carrying, and the Pralamb€s™ra demon represents lust for the company of the opposite sex, as well as the desire for profit, adoration and distinction. When a devotee endeavours with enthusiasm to remove these contaminations, then, by Lord Balar€ma's mercy they will be cast far away. Dhenuk€s™ra causes complete and total ignorance of one's eternal identity; it also stimulates foolish misconceptions about the eternal nature of the holy name of the Lord, plus it misdirects one with delusions about what is actually worshipable. These contaminations must be cast out through great endeavour on the part of the devotee.





"The methods of the process of purification are very deep and mysterious; therefore it is necessary to learn about them directly from a bonafide spiritual master."





Teacher's note: Lord Balar€ma is the original guru, and those who are bonafide spiritual masters are empowered by Him. When the aspiring devotee takes shelter of the spiritual master he or she receives some of that transcendental �akti and is thereby able to overcome the influence of Dhenuk€s™ra.














The Story of Dhenuk€s™ra


(from ®r…la Prabhup€da's K��Ša Books)





While K��Ša was thus engaged in exhibiting His internal potency along with the supermost fortunate friends, there occurred another chance for Him to exhibit the superhuman powers of Godhead. His most intimate friends ®r…d€ma, Sub€la and Stokak��Ša began to address K��Ša and Balar€ma with great love and affection thus: "Dear Balar€ma, You are very powerful; Your arms are very strong. Dear K��Ša, You are very expert in killing all kinds of disturbing demons. Will You kindly note that just near this place there is a big forest of the name Talav€na. This forest is full of palm trees, and all the trees are filled with fruits. Some are falling down, and some of them are very ripe even in the trees. It is a very nice place, but because of a great demon, Dhenuk€s™ra, it is very difficult to go there. No one can reach the trees to collect the fruits. Dear K��Ša and Balar€ma, this demon is present there in the form of an ass, and he is surrounded by similar demon friends who assume the same shape. All of them are very strong, so it is very difficult to approach this place. Dear brothers, You are the only persons who can kill such demons. Other than You, no one can go there for fear of being killed. Not even animals go there, and no birds are sleeping there; they have all left. One can only appreciate the sweet aroma that is coming from that place. It appears that up until now, no one has tasted the sweet fruits there, either on the tree or on the ground. Dear K��Ša, to tell You frankly, we are very attracted by this sweet aroma. Dear Balar€ma, let us all go there and enjoy these fruits. The aroma of the fruits is now spread everywhere. Don't You smell it from here?"





When Balar€ma and K��Ša were thus petitioned by Their smiling, intimate friends, They were inclined to please them, and They began to proceed towards the forest, surrounded by all Their friends. Immediately upon entering the Talav€na, Balar€ma began to yank the trees with His arms, exhibiting the strength of an elephant. Because of this jerking, all the ripe fruits fell down on the ground. Upon hearing the sound of the falling fruits, the demon Dhenuk€s™ra, who was living there in the form of an ass, began to approach with great force, shaking the whole field so that all the trees began to move as if there were an earthquake. The demon appeared first before Balar€ma and began to kick His chest with his hind legs. At first, Balarama did not say anything, but the demon with great anger began to kick Him again more vehemently. This time Balar€ma immediately caught hold of the legs of the ass with one hand and, wheeling him around, threw him into the treetops. While he was being wheeled around by Balar€ma, the demon lost his life. Balar€ma threw the demon into the biggest palm tree about, and the demon's body was so heavy that the palm tree fell upon other trees, and several fell down. It appeared as if a great hurricane had passed through the forest, and all the trees were falling down, one after another. This exhibition of extraordinary strength is not astonishing because Balar€ma is the Personality of Godhead known as šn€nta ®e�an€ga, who is holding all the planets on the hoods of His millions of heads. He maintains the whole cosmic manifestation exactly as two threads hold the weaving of a cloth.





After the demon was thrown into the trees, all the friends and associates of Dhenuk€s™ra immediately assembled and attacked Balar€ma and K��Ša with great force. They were determined to retaliate and avenge the death of their friend. But K��Ša and Balar€ma began to catch each of the asses by the hind legs and, exactly in the same way, wheel them around. Thus They killed all of them by throwing them into the palm trees. Because of the dead bodies of the asses, there was a panoramic scene. It appeared as if clouds of various colors were assembled in the trees. Hearing of this great incident, the demigods from the higher planets began to shower flowers on K��Ša and Balar€ma and began to beat their drums and offer devotional prayers.





A few days after the killing of Dhenuk€s™ra, people began to come into the Talav€na forest to collect the fruits, and animals began to return without fear to feed on the nice grasses grown there. Just by chanting or hearing these transcendental activities and pastimes of the brothers K��Ša and Balar€ma, one can amass pious activities.








Notes from "®r… Caitanya Mah€prabhu's Teachings" by N.K. Sanyal





Dhenuk€sura represents one who is unable to understand Vai�nava teachings and then tries to stop others from accepting them. This type of attitude is possessed by thick-headed people who think that Vai�navism is another sect of this world. Can be possessed by those people (devotees) who have a mechanical approach to K��Ša consciousness, and don't appreciate the value of the ultimate attainments of it. Because they are so attached to the literal meanings of the scriptures they cannot appreciate the unconventional path of spontaneous devotional service. They tend to fall back into gross materialism.





