PRALAMBšS¶RA








Pralamb€s™ra represents lust for the opposite sex, and the desire for profit, adoration and distinction.





According to the Brahm€-vaivarta Pur€na in his previous life he was Sudar�ana, one of the brothers of Suhotra, who became Bak€s™ra. According to the Garga Saˆh…ta he was Vijaya, the son of a Gandharva king named H™h™. He was cursed by Kuvera to become a demon for stealing some flowers from one of his gardens.








Some Special Considerations Regarding Pralamb€s™ra





Bhaktivinoda Th€kura writes: "Lusty attractions for the opposite sex, greed for money, the desire for sense gratification, inclinations for increasing one's honour and false prestige, the desire for being worshipped — these are all certainly very strong obstacles, and are very difficult to overcome. But if one understands that they are very detrimental for one's development in K��Ša consciousness one will try very enthusiastically to cast them out.





"If one endeavours in a very humble mood K��Ša will certainly show His mercy. Then upon the awakening of the mood of ®r… Baladeva in the devotee's heart, these contaminations will instantly be removed.





"The methods of the process of purification are very deep and mysterious; therefore it is necessary to learn about them directly from a bonafide spiritual master."














The Story of Pralamb€s™ra


(from ®r…la Prabhup€da's K��Ša Books)





Once while they were engaged in their transcendental pastimes, a great demon of the name Pralamb€s™ra entered their company, desiring to kidnap both Balar€ma and K��Ša. Although K��Ša was playing the part of a cowherd boy, as the Supreme Personality of Godhead He could understand everything — past, present and future. So when Pralamb€s™ra entered their company, K��Ša began to think how to kill the demon, but externally He received him as a friend. "O My dear friend," He said. "It is very good that you have come to take part in our pastimes." K��Ša then called all His friends and ordered them: "Now we shall play in pairs. We shall challenge one another in pairs." With this proposal, all the boys assembled together. Some of them took the side of K��Ša, and some of them took the side of Balar€ma, and they arranged to play in duel. The defeated members in duel fighting had to carry the victorious members on their backs. They began playing, and at the same time tended the cows as they proceeded through the Bhand…ravana forest. The party of Balar€ma, accompanied by ®r…d€ma and V��abha, came out victorious, and K��Ša's party had to carry them on their backs through the Bhand…ravana forest. The Supreme Personality of Godhead, K��Ša, being defeated, had to carry ®r…d€ma on His back, and Bhadrasena carried V��abha. Imitating their play, Pralamb€s™ra, who appeared there as a cowherd boy, carried Balar€ma on his back. Pralamb€s™ra was the greatest of the demons, and he had calculated that K��Ša was the most powerful of the cowherd boys.





In order to avoid the company of K��Ša, Pralamb€s™ra carried Balar€ma far away. The demon was undoubtedly very strong and powerful, but he was carrying Balar€ma, who is compared to a mountain; therefore he began to feel the burden, and thus he assumed his real form. When he appeared in his real feature, he was decorated with a golden helmet and earrings and looked just like a cloud with lightning carrying the moon. Balar€ma observed the demon's body expanding up to the limits of the clouds, his eyes dazzling like blazing fire and his mouth flashing with sharpened teeth. At first, Balar€ma was surprised by the demon's appearance, and He began to wonder, "How is it that all of a sudden this carrier has changed in every way?" But with a clear mind He could quickly understand that He was being carried away from His friends by a demon who intended to kill Him. Immediately He struck the head of the demon with His strong fist, just as the king of the heavenly planets strikes a mountain with his thunderbolt. Being stricken by the fist of Balar€ma, the demon fell down dead, just like a snake with a smashed head, and blood poured from his mouth. When the demon fell, he made a tremendous sound, and it sounded as if a great hill were falling upon being struck by the thunderbolt of King Indra. All the boys then rushed to the spot. Being astonished by the ghastly scene, they began to praise Balar€ma with the words "Well done, well done." All of them then began to embrace Balar€ma with great affection, thinking that He had returned from death, and they offered their blessings and congratulations. All the demigods in the heavenly planets became very satisfied and showered flowers on the transcendental body of Balar€ma, and they also offered their blessings and congratulations for His having killed the great demon Pralamb€s™ra.


