NANDA MAHšRšJA


DELIVERED FROM THE SNAKE








This pastime represents how K��Ša saves the truth of devotional service from being swallowed by the M€y€v€dis and other atheists. It illustrates how devotees must avoid the company of such snake-like people.





In his previous life (as described in the K��Ša Books), he was the demigod Vidy€dhara.














The Story of Nanda Mah€r€ja's


Deliverance from the Snake


(from ®r…la Prabhup€da's K��Ša Books)





The cowherd men, headed by Nanda Mah€r€ja, spent that night on the bank of the Sarasvat…. They fasted all day and drank a little water at night. But while they were taking rest, a great serpent from the nearby forest appeared before them and hungrily began to swallow up Nanda Mah€r€ja, Nanda began to cry helplessly, "My dear son, K��Ša, please come and save me from this danger! This serpent is swallowing me!" When Nanda Mah€r€ja cried for help, all the cowherd men got up and saw what was happening. They immediately took up burning logs and began to beat the snake to kill it. But in spite of being beaten with burning logs, the serpent was not about to give up swallowing Nanda Mah€r€ja.





At that time K��Ša appeared on the scene and touched the serpent with His lotus feet. Immediately upon being touched by the lotus feet of K��Ša, the serpent shed its reptilian body and appeared as a very beautiful demigod named Vidy€dhara. His bodily features were so beautiful that he appeared to be worshipable. There was a luster and effulgence emanating from his body, and he was garlanded with a gold necklace. He offered obeisances to Lord K��Ša and stood before Him with great humility. K��Ša then asked the demigod, "You appear to be a very nice demigod and to be favored by the goddess of fortune. How is it that you performed such abominable activities, and how did you get the body of a serpent?" The demigod then began to narrate the story of his previous life.





"My dear Lord," he said, "in my previous life I was named Vidy€dhara and was known all over the world for my beauty. Because I was a celebrated personality, I used to travel all over in my airplane. While traveling, I saw a great sage named š‰gir€. He was very ugly, and because I was very proud of my beauty, I laughed at him. Due to this sinful action, I was condemned by the great sage to assume the form of a serpent."


