Lord K��Ša’s killing the demoness Putana is glorified in ®r…mad Bh€gavatam: “Any person who hears with faith and devotion about how K��Ša, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, killed Putana, and who thus invests his hearing in such childhood pastimes of K��Ša, certainly attains attachment for Govinda, the supreme, original person.”





Putana was the first demon K��Ša encountered during His stay on this planet 5000 years ago. At the time she came He as a mere three months old, but still He easily disposed of her, despite the fact that she was a monster approximately twelve miles tall. 





When ®r…la Prabhup€da was presented with the idea that some people claim to have become God after meditating and performing austerities for several years, he would refer to K��Ša’s killing of Putana as an infant, and make the point that K��Ša had not had time to meditate and become God, so therefore He must have been God already! For Him such feats come naturally, without any need for rigorous preparatory practices.





According to Brahm€-vaivarta Purana, in her previous life Putana had been Ratnamala, the younger sister of Bali Mah€r€ja. When Lord Vamana came into the assembly in Bali Mah€r€ja’s palace everyone was astonished by this five-year old brahmac€ri boy, looking the epitome of saintliness and sweetness in His deerskin, with a belt of straw and an effulgence even brighter than the sun.





When Ratnamala saw this beautiful little boy she became overwhelmed with maternal feelings towards Him. Understanding her desire, the Lord spoke to her, giving her the benediction that in her next life she would be able to suckle Him, just like a mother.





However, shortly after this, Lord Vamana took the whole universe from Bali, and Ratnamala’s mood of attraction for the Lord changed into one of hatred. Within her mind she thought: “Perhaps I’ll have you as my son and breast feed you. But if I do, I’ll then kill You!”





On the instruction of Kaˆsa, Putana entered V�nd€vana, having transformed her usual hideous form into a form as resplendent as the Goddess of Fortune’s. Her appearance was so captivating that when she entered the house of Nanda Mah€r€ja and Mother Ya�oda neither Rohini nor Ya�oda thought to question her as to who she was or what her intentions were. They assumed that such an exquisite looking girl could not be of anything other than the most impeccable character, and did not even think to challenge her when she entered Nanda Mah€r€ja’s own room.





Actually the pastime potency of the Lord was acting here, as in Vedic times standards of morality were extremely high, and for an unknown woman to enter the men’s quarters in any respectable house was completely out of the question. Men and women stayed separately, even when married, and the familiar, frivolous dealings we see nowadays between men and women was to a large extent unknown.





A vivid example of the strictness of standards in male-female dealings in those times is seen in the pastimes of Lord R€ma. When Sita-devi was stolen by Ravana, Hanuman was enthusiastic to find Her so he asked Laksmana for a description of Sita, as he had never seen Her before. 





But when Hanuman asked Laksmana: “what does She look like?” Laksmana replied: “I don’t know. I’ve never looked above Her feet.”





Putana looked at baby K��Ša and thought, "This child is so powerful that He can destroy the whole universe immediately." But despite thinking like this she still proceed with her plan to kill Him. ®r…la Prabhup€da explains that this was due to the influence of yogmaya, and also to the fact that she was not particularly intelligent!





She picked Lord K��Ša up, and, as she did, He closed His eyes. Four possible reasons for this are suggested: He did not like to see her face, as she was a terrible killer of many children; He may have been dictating an extraordinary message to her, and to reassure her He closed His eyes; He had descended to kill demons, but the first demon to be killed was a woman, and to kill women is not allowed according to the Vedic standards; He may have simply taken her to be His nurse, and closed His eyes.





Putana had applied deadly poison to her breasts, and her plan was to kill the Lord by having Him suck the milk from her breasts, and with it the poison. However, when K��Ša sucked her breast He also sucked out her life breath, and she died in a most spectacular fashion, manifesting her 12 mile tall body.





®r…mad Bh€gavatam describes: “Unbearably pressed in every vital point, the demon Putana began to cry, "Please leave me, leave me! Suck my breast no longer!" Perspiring, her eyes wide open and her arms and legs flailing, she cried very loudly again and again.


The Raksasi was severely punished by K��Ša. She threw her arms and legs about, and K��Ša also began to kick her with His legs to punish her properly for her mischievous activities.





“As Putana screamed loudly and forcefully, the earth with its mountains, and outer space with its planets, trembled. The lower planets and all directions vibrated, and people fell down, fearing that thunderbolts were falling upon them.





“Because of the grievous hurt imposed upon her by K��Ša's sucking her breast, Putana, while dying, not only left the room but abandoned the village and fell down in the pasturing ground in her gigantic body.





“She fell exactly as V�tr€sura when struck by the thunderbolt of Indra. The long hair on her head was scattered all over her body. Her fallen body extended up to twelve miles and smashed all the trees to pieces, and everyone was struck with wonder upon seeing this gigantic body.





“Her teeth appeared just like plowed roads, and her nostrils appeared just like mountain caves. Her breasts appeared like small hills, and her hair was a vast reddish bush. Her eye sockets appeared like blind wells, and her two thighs appeared like two banks of a river; her two hands appeared like two strongly constructed bridges, and her abdomen seemed like a dried-up lake. All the cowherd men and women became struck with awe and wonder upon seeing this. And the tumultuous sound of her falling shocked their brains and ears and made their hearts beat strongly.”





Because she had been killed by Lord K��Ša, Putana became purified of all sinful reactions, so when the cowherd men burned her body the smoke smelt like aguru incense, and it formed clouds which for some time after poured fragrant rain all over Vraja.





Actually, Lord K��Ša was so merciful to her that not only was she purified of all sinful reactions, but He gave her the position of a nurse in Goloka V�nd€vana. Demons killed by Lord K��Ša may be given impersonal liberation, but for one to be given entry into the eternal pastimes of the Lord is most extraordinary. Uddhava expresses his astonishment at this in ®r…mad Bh€gavatam:





aho bak… yaˆ stana-k€la-k™taˆ          


    jighr€ˆ�ay€p€yayad apy as€dhv…     


lebhe gatiˆ dh€try-ucit€ˆ tato’nyaˆ


    kaˆ v€ day€luˆ caraŠaˆ vrajema


 


“Alas, how shall I take shelter of one more merciful than He who granted the position of mother to a she-demon [Putan€] although she was unfaithful and she prepared deadly poison to be sucked from her breast?” (SB 3.2.23)





In his purport to this verse ®r…la Prabhup€da comments: “Here is an example of the extreme mercy of the Lord, even to His enemy. It is said that a noble man accepts the good qualities of a person of doubtful character, just as one accepts nectar from a stock of poison. In His babyhood, He was administered deadly poison by Putan€, a she-demon who tried to kill the wonderful baby. And because she was a demon, it was impossible for her to know that the Supreme Lord, even though playing the part of a baby, was no one less than the same Supreme Personality of Godhead. His value as the Supreme Lord did not diminish upon His becoming a baby to please His devotee Ya�od€. The Lord may assume the form of a baby or a shape other than that of a human being, but it doesn’t make the slightest difference; He is always the same Supreme. A living creature, however powerful he may become by dint of severe penance, can never become equal to the Supreme Lord.





“Lord K��Ša accepted the motherhood of Putan€ because she pretended to be an affectionate mother, allowing K��Ša to suck her breast. The Lord accepts the least qualification of the living entity and awards him the highest reward. That is the standard of His character. Therefore, who but the Lord can be the ultimate shelter?”





According to ®r…la R™pa Gosw€mi in his Lalita M€dhava, when Putan€ was sent by Kamsa to kill baby K��Ša, he told her to kill all the young male children, but to kidnap the females. At the time she came to kill K��Ša she had already captured ®r…mati R€dh€r€ni, plus Lalita, Padma, Bhadra, ®aibya and ®y€ma gopis, and had also caught Candravali, but had dropped her while flying to Gokula village.





As soon as Lord K��Ša killed Putan€, Paurnamasi quickly climbed on top of her, grabbed the six girls and took them away before anyone knew they were there. Then she returned them to their respective mothers. In this way Lord K��Ša’s first demon-killing pastime in His V�nd€vana-l…l€ came to a happy ending for all concerned.














THE PSUEDO-GURU





(In an old edition of “The Harmonist” we find the following article about Putan€ as a psuedo-guru figure. The article is either written or at least edited by ®r…la Bhaktisiddh€nta Sarasvati.)








®r… K��Ša manifests His eternal birth in the pure cognitive essence of the serving soul who is located above all mundane limitations. King Kaˆsa is the typical aggressive empiricist, ever on the lookout for the appearance of the truth for the purpose of suppressing Him before He has time to develop. This is no exaggeration of the real connotation of the consistent empiric position. The materialist has a natural repugnance for the transcendental. He is disposed to think that faith in the incomprehensible is the parent of dogmatism and hypocrisy in the guise of religion. He is also equally under the delusion that there is no really dividing line between the material and the spiritual. He is strengthened in his delusion by the interpretation of scriptures by persons who are like-minded with himself. This includes all the lexicographic interpreters. (Lexicographical means a strict dictionary meaning)





The lexicographical interpretation is upheld by Kaˆsa as the real scientific explanation of the scriptures, and is perfectly in keeping with his dread of and aversion for the transcendental. These lexicographical interpreters are employed by Kaˆsa in putting down the first suspected appearance of any genuine faith in the transcendental. King Kaˆsa knows very well that if the faith in the transcendental is once allowed to grow it is sure to upset all his empiric prospects.





There is historical ground for such misgivings. Accordingly if the empiric domination is to be preserved intact it would be necessary not to lose a moment to put down the transcendental heresy the instant it threatens to make its appearance in earnest. King Kaˆsa, acting on this traditional fear is never slow to take the scientific precaution of deputing empiric teachers of the scriptures, backed by the resources of dictionary and grammar and all empiric subtleties to put down, by the show of specious arguments based on hypothetical principles, the true interpretation of the eternal religion revealed by the scriptures.





Kaˆsa is strongly persuaded that faith in the transcendental can be effectively put down by empiricism if prompt and decisive measures are adopted at the very outset. He attributes the failure of atheism in the past to the neglect of the adoption of such measures before the theistic fallacy has had time to spread among the fanatical masses.





But Kamsa is found to count without his host. When K��Ša is born He is found to be able to upset all sinister designs against those who are apprised by Himself of His advent. The apparently causeless faith displayed by persons irrespective of age, sex, and condition may confound all rabid empiricists who are on principle averse to the Absolute Truth Whose appearance is utterly incompatible with the domination of empiricism.





But no adverse efforts of the empiricists, whose rule seems till then to be perfectly well-established over the minds of the deluded souls of this world can dissuade any person from exclusively following the Truth when He actually manifest His birth in the pure cognitive essence of the soul.





P™tan€ is the slayer of all infants. The baby, when he or she comes out of the mother's womb, falls at once into the hands of the pseudo teachers of religion. These teachers are successful in forestalling the attempts of the good preceptor whose help is never sought by the atheists of this world at the baptisms of their babies. This is ensured by the arrangements of all established churches of the world. They have been successful only in supplying watchful P™tan€s for effecting the spiritual destruction of persons from the moment of their birth with the co-operation of their worldly parents. No human contrivance can prevent these P™tan€s from obtaining possession of the pulpits. This is due to the general prevalence of atheistic disposition in the people of this world.





The church that has the best chance of survival in this damned world is that of atheism under the convenient guise of theism. The churches have always proved the staunchest upholders of the grossest form of worldliness from which even the worst of non-ecclesiastical criminals are found to recoil.





It is not from any deliberate opposition to the ordained clergy that these observations are made. The original purpose of the established churches of the world may not always be objectionable. But no stable religious arrangement for instructing the masses has yet been successful. The Supreme Lord ®r… Caitanya Mah€prabhu, in pursuance of the teachings of the scriptures enjoins all absence of conventionalism for the teachers of the eternal religion. It does not follow that the mechanical adoption of the unconventional life by any person will make him a fit teacher of religion. Regulation is necessary for controlling the inherent worldliness of conditioned souls.





But no mechanical regulation has any value, even for such a purpose. The bonafide teacher of religion is neither any product of nor the favourer of any mechanical system. In his hands no system has likewise the chance of degenerating into a lifeless arrangement. The mere pursuit of fixed doctrines and fixed liturgies cannot hold a person to the true spirit of doctrine or liturgy.





The idea of an organized church in an intelligible form, indeed, marks the close of the living spiritual movement. The great ecclesiastical establishments are the dykes and the dams to retain the current that cannot be held by any such contrivances. They, indeed, indicate a desire on the part of the masses to exploit a spiritual movement for their own purpose. They also unmistakably indicate the end of the absolute and unconventional guidance of the bona fide spiritual teacher. The people of this world understand preventive systems, they have no idea at all of the unprevented positive eternal life. Neither can there be any earthly contrivance for the permanent preservation of the life eternal on this mundane plane on the popular scale.





Those are, therefore, greatly mistaken who are disposed to look forward to the amelioration of the worldly state in any worldly sense from the worldly success of any really spiritual movement. It is these worldly expectants who become the patrons of the mischievous race of the pseudo-teachers of religion, the P™tan€s, whose congenial function is to stifle the theistic disposition at the very moment of its suspected appearance. But the real theistic disposition can never be stifled by the efforts of those P™tan€s. The P™tan€s have power only over the atheists. It is a thankless but salutary task which they perform for the benefit of their unwilling victims.





But as soon as theistic disposition proper makes its appearance in the pure cognitive essence of the awakened soul, the P™tanas are decisively silenced at the very earliest stage of their encounter with new-born K��Ša. The would-be slayer is herself slain. This is the reward of the negative services that the P™tan€s unwittingly render to the cause of theism by strangling all hypocritical demonstrations against their own hypocrisy. 





But P™tan€ does not at all like to receive her reward in the only form which involves the total destruction of her wrong personality. King Kaˆsa also does not like to lose the services of the most trusted of his agents. The effective silencing of the whole race of pseudo-teachers of religion is the first clear indication of the appearance of the Absolute on the mundane plane. The bonafide teacher of the Absolute heralds the Advent of K��Ša by his uncompromising campaign against the pseudo-teachers of religion.











THE MIND AS PSEUDO-GURU





In Bhagavad G…t€ Lord K��Ša tells Arjuna: “One must deliver himself with the help of his mind, and not degrade himself. The mind is the friend of the conditioned soul, and his enemy as well.” (BG 6.5) We all have a mind and probably we all know that it is more prone to be our enemy than our friend. We have given it a type of power of attorney over our lives for so long, that we are quite used to allowing it to guide us step by step through our days.








Srila Sukadeva Gosvami replied: My dear King, you have spoken correctly. However, after capturing animals, a cunning hunter does not put faith in them, for they might run away. Similarly, those who are advanced in spiritual life do not put faith in the mind. Indeed, they always remain vigilant and watch the mind's action. (Srimad Bhagavatam 5.6.2)





The mind is the root cause of lust, anger, pride, greed, lamentation, illusion and fear. Combined, these constitute bondage to fruitive activity. What learned man would put faith in the mind? (Srimad Bhagavatam 5.6.5)





One must deliver himself with the help of his mind, and not degrade himself. The mind is the friend of the conditioned soul, and his enemy as well. (Bhagavad Gita 6.5)





For him who has conquered the mind, the mind is the best of friends; but for one who has failed to do so, his mind will remain the greatest enemy. (Bhagavad Gita 6.6)








Some ideas about controlling the mind from ®r…la Prabhup€da’s purports:





1. (Rigidly follow the orders of the spiritual master)





As long as the mind is not engaged in meditation on the lotus feet of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Krsna, the mind will desire so many material enjoyments. Sensual images are recorded in the mind in chronological order, and they become manifest one after another; therefore the living entity has to accept one body after another. The mind plans material enjoyment, and the gross body serves as the instrument to realize such desires and plans. The mind is the platform onto which all desires come and go. Srila Narottama dasa Thakura therefore sings:





             guru-mukha-padma-vakya, cittete kariya aikya,


                        ara na kariha mane asa





     Narottama dasa Thakura advises everyone to stick to the principle of carrying out the orders of the spiritual master. One should not desire anything else. If the regulative principles ordered by the spiritual master are followed rigidly, the mind will gradually be trained to desire nothing but the service of Krsna. Such training is the perfection of life.








2. (Neglect, beating it, strictly follow guru’s orders)





There is one easy weapon with which the mind can be conquered--neglect. The mind is always telling us to do this or that; therefore we should be very expert in disobeying the mind's orders. Gradually the mind should be trained to obey the orders of the soul. It is not that one should obey the orders of the mind. Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura used to say that to control the mind one should beat it with shoes many times just after awakening and again before going to sleep. In this way one can control the mind. This is the instruction of all the sastras. If one does not do so, one is doomed to follow the dictations of the mind. Another bona fide process is to abide strictly by the orders of the spiritual master and engage in the Lord's service. Then the mind will be automatically controlled.





