CLASS FOR FIRST DAY

OF "DEMONS" COURSE

1. Basic schedule of classes:


There will be 18 classes (including this first one, but excluding the tests).


We will be studying the pastimes of the demons Kåñëa killed in Våndävana:



the pastimes themselves (it's nice to talk and hear about Kåñëa)



the anarthas they represent:




they are all interesting, but some are more relevant than others 



to us as aspiring devotees




in some cases we have articles by Çréla Bhaktisiddhänta



in some cases we have references from the commentaries of the äcäryas


So we will be doing a general introduction to the subject, including a 
discussion on the subject of anarthas in general, then we will discuss the 
demons one by one.


(there are 21 demons — although not all are exactly demons)


Here are some quotes from Çréla Prabhupäda about the importance of hearing 
about Kåñëa killing the demons — it is not less important than His dancing 
with the gopis: So here it is said that yad uttamasloka-gunopalambhaka. We 
have to... Just like there are some sahajiyas. They think that "Krsna's rasa-lila 
is very nice, but Krsna's fighting with the demons and killing of the demons, 
that is not very nice." But they do not know the Absolute Truth, that Krsna is 
as good in any circumstances, either He is enjoying the company of the gopis 
or He is killing the demon. That is the Absolute Truth. So these things should 
be understood. So any kind of lila, yad uttamasloka- gunanu, lila, any kind of 
Krsna's activities, if you remember by chanting Hare Krsna mantra, then you 
are liberated. Immediately you are liberated, 


You can talk of Krsna about His pastimes when He's killing the Putana, 
Aghasura, Bakasura. Both are the same. Some of the rascals, they decide that to 
talk of Krsna about His embracing the gopis is very good, and the talk of Krsna 
killing Putana or other demons, that is not good. That is rascaldom. Anything 
about Krsna, you talk, vaikuntha gunarnavarnane.

2. Test schedules:

First test on Tuesday of week after next. (8th Feb) It will cover whatever we have discussed till then.

Second test on last Tuesday (22nd Feb) It will cover the balance of the material.

You will be expected to know the demons, the anarthas they represent, and some details about the pastimes.

3. Grading system:


25% on participation and attendance (we will be taking a register each day)


50% on two tests


25% on quizzes we will have fairly regularly about the pastimes

4. Homework requirements:


Just to read the material we will be covering the next day (we will have quizzes


on it regularly)


BEGINNING THE COURSE ITSELF

1. Read introduction on first page of book.


Explain about Caitanya Siksamrta, including Çréla Prabhupäda's approval of it.


"Bhaktivinoda Thakura happens to be acaryas, one of the acaryas. And he has 
left behind him many books. Caitanya-siksamrta, Jaiva Dharma. These are very 
important books. They're in Bengali, in Sanskrit. And many songs. He has 
prepared many books of song. The song, Ei nam gaya gauracand madhura 
svare, that is Bhaktivinoda Thakura's song. So we are trying to present 
Bhaktivinoda Thakura's books also in English translation. Gradually you will 
get it."

Even though we are not simply trying to interpret Kåñëa's pastimes like some Indian scholars, still Çréla Prabhupäda said there is sometimes a figurative side to some pastimes, to teach lessons: "David Lawrence: A very great deal of what one could call demonology if you like. Now, I confess this raises problems for me. When a book like that...

Prabhupada: Bhagavata was written five thousand years ago.

David Lawrence: Yes, very, very ancient. Is it to be taken, the references say to Putana, is this to be taken...

Prabhupada: It is also fact.

David Lawrence: ...physically or spiritually as a demonic power or what?

Prabhupada: No, no, which one?

David Lawrence: Where, is it the demoness Putana takes Krsna and Krsna sucks her breast?

Syamasundara: Should it be taken literally or allegorically?

Prabhupada: No, literally, literally.

David Lawrence: Yeah, literally as a physical fact.

Prabhupada: Oh yes, oh yes.

David Lawrence: Now, having said that then, if one goes on logically...

Prabhupada: You'll find so many demons like Putana even at the present moment.

David Lawrence: So one could leap from behind a tree, putting it tritely if you like.

Prabhupada: The, the Bhägavatam, there is nothing... well, there are some figurative use. Just like we speak the story of Aesop's fables. That is for instruction. Just like jackal is talking with a lion. You see? So, there are stories like that.

David Lawrence: Yes, there are figurative stories.

Prabhupada: Yes.

2. To some extent we will be looking at these pastimes and in some cases the personality of the demon involved in terms of them representing an anartha.

Bhaktivinoda Thakura has explained that one cannot enter Vraja bhakti until all these demons have been killed within one's heart.

Essentially they represent all the main anarthas we come across.

3. Explain about the progress of devotional service as described in the book where we refer to the two verses of Çréla Rüpa Goswämi (adau sraddha....etc)

Read Çréla Prabhupäda's translation of the verses.

Then read the rest of the quotes in the first chapter of the book.

4.  Homework: Read the next chapter (The Anatomy of the Cloud of Anartha)

Read after Srila Prabhupada/David Lawrence discussion:

There are many stories and incidents in Srimad-Bhagavatam that are described figuratively. Such allegorical descriptions may not be understood by unintelligent men; therefore it is the duty of the student to approach a bona fide spiritual master for the direct explanation.

Could read after part 3, first section (if it seems suitable):

Without determined devotional service, how we can attain that position? So what is the use of talking utopian? First business is anartha-nivrttih syat. Adau sraddha tathah sadhu-sango 'tha bhajana-kriya tato anartha-nivrttih syat. You adopt this means that you have got full faith that "Krsna consciousness will save me." Then you live with devotees who are similarly determined. Then you execute devotional service. Then anartha-nivrttih syat, you'll be free from all these.... These are the stages. There is.... Up to anartha-nivrtti, you have to struggle very hard with determination, and then automatically everything will come. Tato nistha tato rucis tatah, athasaktis tato bhavah. 

