NOTES FOR DAY 3

OF "DEMONS" COURSE

Putana
Çrémad Bhägavatam gives a wonderful benediction: “Any person who hears with faith and devotion about how Kåñëa, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, killed Putana, and who thus invests his hearing in such childhood pastimes of Kåñëa, certainly attains attachment for Govinda, the supreme, original person.”

Begin by explaining that we will read through the pastimes, and then discuss about the anarthas. Putana is a very significant one, so we will spend a couple or so days dealing with her. Today we will just discuss the pastime.

Chapter begins with description of Nanda Mahäräja returning to Vraja after paying taxes to Kamsa, and seeing the dead body of Putana. Vasudeva had warned him to return to Våndävana quickly as he felt something bad would happen there. Nanda didn't know what to think at the time, but when he saw the body of Putana he thought that Vasudeva must have mystical powers.

1. After consulting with his demoniac ministers Kamsa instructed Putana to kill all the small children (as it turns out, only to kill the boys, but to kidnap the girls, as we will see in regard to one girl who is very important to us indeed, and some of her associates, but we will discuss that later) in the cities, villages and pasturing grounds.

2. She was known as a khecari, which literally means one who can fly in outer space. Çréla Prabhupäda says that there are still some women in the remote NW parts of India who can do this by flying on sticks.

3. So Putana entered Våndävana without permission, having transformed herself into an extremely beautiful form, like the goddess of fortune.

4. SB explains she had been sent by the pastime potency of the Lord. No-one obstructed her because they were all influenced by that potency.

5. At the time Kåñëa was in Nanda Mahäräja's room, and when she saw Him it occurred to her that He was not an ordinary child, but that He was the Supreme Lord, and He had appeared to kill all demons. She also appreciated that He could destroy the whole universe immediately.

So why did she still proceed with her attempt to kill Him? Due to the influence of yogamaya, and also because she is described as not being intelligent..

6. Çréla Prabhupäda makes the point in the Kåñëa Books that she could appreciate that He was God, despite the fact that He was only 3 months old.

Elsewhere Çréla Prabhupäda says that some people think that you can meditate and become God, and that Kåñëa may have done this. However Kåñëa was only 3 months old, so He had not had time to meditate to become God. So this is proof that He is always God. We see that Çréla Prabhupäda goes into a fairly lengthy explanation in the Kåñëa Book to defeat Mayavada.

7. Kåñëa then closed His eyes. Four reasons are given by different acaryas for this:


1. He did not like to see the face of Putana, who had killed many children.


2. Others say because He was dictating an extraordinary message to her, and


Kåñëa was giving her assurance by closing His eyes.

3. Others say because He had descended to kill demons (paritranaya....) but the first demon was a woman, and to kill women generally is not allowed.


4. Others say that He simply took her to be His nurse, so He simply closed His


eyes.

Çréla Prabhupäda comments that it is a fact that Kåñëa did accept her as a nurse.

8. Yasoda and Rohini were both present, but they did not try to stop her as she picked up Kåñëa.

9. She then offered her breast to Kåñëa, but Kåñëa took it in anger, because she had killed so many children, and He was very angry about that.

10. Then Kåñëa sucked out her life air with the poison.

11. SB describes: Unbearably pressed in every vital point, the demon Putana began to cry, "Please leave me, leave me! Suck my breast no longer!" Perspiring, her eyes wide open and her arms and legs flailing, she cried very loudly again and again.

The Raksasi was severely punished by Kåñëa. She threw her arms and legs about, and Kåñëa also began to kick her with His legs to punish her properly for her mischievous activities.

As Putana screamed loudly and forcefully, the earth with its mountains, and outer space with its planets, trembled. The lower planets and all directions vibrated, and people fell down, fearing that thunderbolts were falling upon them.

Because of the grievous hurt imposed upon her by Kåñëa's sucking her breast, Putana, while dying, not only left the room but also abandoned the village and fell down in the pasturing ground in her gigantic body.

She fell exactly as Våträsura when struck by the thunderbolt of Indra. The long hair on her head was scattered all over her body. Her fallen body extended up to twelve miles and smashed all the trees to pieces, and everyone was struck with wonder upon seeing this gigantic body.

Her teeth appeared just like plowed roads, and her nostrils appeared just like mountain caves. Her breasts appeared like small hills, and her hair was a vast reddish bush. Her eye sockets appeared like blind wells, and her two thighs appeared like two banks of a river; her two hands appeared like two strongly constructed bridges, and her abdomen seemed like a dried-up lake. All the cowherd men and women became struck with awe and wonder upon seeing this. And the tumultuous sound of her falling shocked their brains and ears and made their hearts beat strongly.

Because of Kåñëa's having sucked the breast of the Raksasi Putana, when Kåñëa killed her she was immediately freed of all material contamination. Her sinful reactions automatically vanished, and therefore when her gigantic body was being burnt, the smoke emanating from her body was fragrant like aguru incense.

From Brahma Vaivarta Purana

Suddenly leaving that gigantic body, Putana manifested a spiritual body and entered a chariot of precious jewels,...

34
...a chariot decorated with ten thousand white camaras and ten thousand mirrors, a chariot whose passengers were many effulgent associate of the Lord,...

35
...a chariot splendid with fine cloth pure as fire, a chariot decorated with jewel domes wonderful with colourful designs,...

36
...a chariot beautiful with a hundred wheels and splendid with the light of many jewels.  The associates of the Lord placed Putana on the chariot and took her to the realm of Goloka, the highest place in the spiritual world.

37
Gazing at this wonder, the gopas and gopis became filled with wonder.  When Kamsa heard of it, he also became filled with wonder.

Other Stories: Laksmana with Hanumana when Sita was stolen.

From Lalita Madhava
Now we will read something about Putana from Çréla Rüpa Goswämi which will undoubtedly expand our consciousness a bit. (Read from Appearance of Srimati Radharani)

NB: As an introduction to the play mention that Çrémati Rädhäräni was removed by yogamaya from the womb of Våñabhanu's wife and placed in the womb of Vindhya's wife. Also Candravali was removed from Candrabhanu's wife's womb and put in Vindhya's wife's womb. Therefore Çrémati Rädhäräni is sometimes known as the daughter of the Vindhya Mountains.

Also, the "two sisters" referred to are Rädhä and Candravali.

