NOTES FOR DAY 6

OF "DEMONS" COURSE

Tånavarta

One day, a year after Krsna's appearance, mother Yasoda was patting her son on her lap. But suddenly she felt the child to be heavier than a mountain peak, and she could no longer bear His weight.

Lalayanti. Sometimes a mother lifts her child, and when the child falls in her hands, the child laughs, and the mother also enjoys pleasure. Yasoda used to do this, but this time Kåñëa became very heavy, and she could not bear His weight. Under the circumstances, it is to be understood that Kåñëa was aware of the coming of Trnavartasura, who would take Him far away from His mother. Kåñëa knew that when Trnavarta came and took Him away from His mother's lap, mother Yasoda would be greatly bereaved. He did not want His mother to suffer any difficulty from the demon. Therefore, because He is the source of everything (janmady asya yatah), He assumed the heaviness of the entire universe. The child was on the lap of Yasoda, who was therefore in possession of everything in the world, but when the child assumed such heaviness, she had to put Him down in order to give Trnavartasura an opportunity to take Him away and play with Him for some time before the child returned to the lap of His mother.

Feeling the child to be as heavy as the entire universe and therefore being anxious, thinking that perhaps the child was being attacked by some other ghost or demon, the astonished mother Yasoda put the child down on the ground and began to think of Narayana. Foreseeing disturbances, she called for the brahmanas to counteract this heaviness, and then she engaged in her other household affairs. She had no alternative than to remember the lotus feet of Narayana, for she could not understand that Kåñëa was the original source of everything.

While the child was sitting on the ground, a demon named Trnavarta, who was a servant of Kamsa's, came there as a whirlwind, at Kamsa's instigation, and very easily carried the child away into the air.

Krsna's heaviness was unbearable for the child's mother, but when Trnavartasura came, he immediately carried the child away. This was another demonstration of Krsna's inconceivable energy. When the Trnavarta demon came, Kåñëa became lighter than the grass so that the demon could carry Him away. This was ananda-cinmaya-rasa, Krsna's blissful, transcendental pleasure.

Covering the whole land of Gokula with particles of dust, that demon, acting as a strong whirlwind, covered everyone's vision and began vibrating everywhere with a greatly fearful sound.

Because of the bits of sand thrown about by Trnavarta, people could not see themselves or anyone else, and thus they were illusioned and disturbed.

Because of the dust storm stirred up by the strong whirlwind, mother Yasoda could find no trace of her son, nor could she understand why. Thus she fell down on the ground like a cow who has lost her calf and began to lament very pitifully.

Having assumed the form of a forceful whirlwind, the demon Trnavarta took Kåñëa very high in the sky, but when Kåñëa became heavier than the demon, the demon had to stop his force and could go no further.

According to Garga Samhita Trnavarta took Lord Kåñëa 800,000 miles into the sky, and Kåñëa was up there for one hour.

Because of Krsna's weight, Trnavarta considered Him to be like a great mountain or a hunk of iron. But because Kåñëa had caught the demon's neck, the demon was unable to throw Him off. He therefore thought of the child as wonderful, since he could neither bear the child nor cast aside the burden.

Trnavarta intended to take Kåñëa up in the sky and kill Him, but Kåñëa enjoyed the pastime of riding on Trnavarta's body and traveling for a while in the sky. Thus Trnavarta's attempt to kill Kåñëa failed, while Kåñëa, ananda-cinmaya-rasa-vigraha, enjoyed this pastime.

With Kåñëa grasping him by the throat, Trnavarta choked, unable to make even a sound or even to move his hands and legs. His eyes popping out, the demon lost his life and fell, along with the little boy, down to the ground of Vraja.

While the gopis who had gathered were crying for Kåñëa, the demon fell from the sky onto a big slab of stone, his limbs dislocated, as if he had been pierced by the arrow of Lord Siva like Tripurasura.

The gopis immediately picked Kåñëa up from the chest of the demon and delivered Him, free from all inauspiciousness, to mother Yasoda. Because the child, although taken into the sky by the demon, was unhurt and now free from all danger and misfortune, the gopis and cowherd men, headed by Nanda Maharaja, were extremely happy.

The Anartha

1. We might wonder where we get the idea that Trnavarta represents the anartha of mental speculation. but there seems to be a hint in Brahma-samhia (5.34):

            panthas tu koti-sata-vatsara-sampragamyo

                 vayor athapi manaso muni-punga vanam

            so 'py asti yat-prapada-simny a vicintya-tattve

                 govindam adi-purusam tam aham bhajami

"I worship Govinda, the primeval Lord, only the tips of the toes of whose lotus feet are approached by the yogis and jnanis, who travel for billions of years at the speed of the wind or mind." We can all understand how great the speed of mind is. Although sitting in New York City, I can immediately think of India, which is thousands and thousands of miles away. It is herein stated that even if one travels at this speed for billions of years, Kåñëa will still remain inconceivable. The word muni-pungavanam refers to a great thinker, not an ordinary man. Even if such a great thinker travels for millions of years at the speed of mind, he will still find the Supreme Person unknowable. Yet for one who takes undeviatingly to this path of Kåñëa consciousness, Kåñëa is easy to obtain. Why is this? Nitya-yuktasya yoginah: "Because such a person is constantly engaged in My devotional service, and I cannot forget him." So this is the process. We have only to become submissive to attract the attention of God. My Guru Maharaja used to say, "Don't try to see God, but work in such a way that God will see you. God will take care of you. You don't have to try to see Him."

2. "It requires a different kind of sense(s) to understand Kåñëa"

3. Devotee: "This Bhagavad-gita is the science of Kåñëa consciousness. Nobody can become Kåñëa conscious simply by mundane scholarship."

Prabhupada: Yes. Simply because you have got some titles: M.A., Ph.D., D.A.C., you'll understand Bhagavad-gita, it is not possible. This is transcendental science. It requires different senses to understand. And that sense you have to create, you have to purify by rendering service. Otherwise, even great scholars, like so many doctors and Ph.D.s, they mistake what is Kåñëa. They cannot understand. It is not possible. 

4. Tell the story of the American professor with Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati

5. This explains that we have to hear from devotees, in a submissive mood. Then if we render service to Kåñëa He will reveal to us the truth of what we have heard.

6. Vedesu durlabham, adurlabham atma bhaktau

It is very hard to realize Him through studying the Vedas, but it is very easy through devotion of the soul

7. In his purport to Madhya-lila 6.87 Çréla Prabhupäda explains: The fact is that the Supreme Personality of Godhead, the Supersoul, cannot be attained simply by explanations, logic and erudite scholarship. One cannot understand Him simply by one's brain substance. Even by studying all Vedic literature, one cannot understand the Supreme Lord. However, if one is slightly favored by the mercy of the Lord, if the Lord is pleased, one can understand Him. But who are the candidates eligible to receive the mercy of the Lord? Only the devotees. They alone can understand what is the Supreme Personality of Godhead. The Lord reveals Himself to the sincere devotee when He is pleased with his service: svayam eva sphuraty adah. One should not try to understand the Lord simply from the statements of the Vedas, nor should one uselessly attempt to decry these statements through reasoning and logic.

8. Without that mercy of the Lord it will all remain inconceivable to us and we will come out with all sorts of contorted speculative ideas about Him

9. Tell story of cobbler and brahmana

10. If we accept inconceivable nature of Lord then we can accept inconceivable statements:

11. Srimad-Bhagavatam (3.4.16) gives the following description of the inconceivable potency of the Lord: "Although the Supreme Personality of Godhead has nothing to do, He nevertheless acts; although He is always unborn, He nevertheless takes birth; although He is time, fearful to everyone, He flees Mathura in fear of His enemy to take shelter in a fort; and although He is self-sufficient, He marries 16,000 women. These pastimes seem like bewildering contradictions, even to the most intelligent." Had these activities of the Lord not been a reality, sages would not have been puzzled by them. Therefore such activities should never be considered imaginary. Whenever the Lord desires, His inconceivable energy (yogamaya) serves Him in creating and performing such pastimes.”

12. To a person who is always absorbed in the thought of snakes, a rope always appears as a snake, and similarly to a person bewildered by material qualities and devoid of knowledge of the Absolute, the Supreme Personality of Godhead appears according to diverse bewildered conclusions

13. According to Professor Sanyal in Sree Krishna Caitanya, Trnavarta represents wrong speculative controversy, disloyal controversy.

