NOTES FOR DAY 8


OF "DEMONS" COURSE





VATSÄSURA





The gopis would say, "If You dance, my dear Krsna, then I shall give You half a sweetmeat." By saying these words or by clapping their hands, all the gopis encouraged Krsna in different ways. At such times, although He was the supremely powerful Personality of Godhead, He would smile and dance according to their desire, as if He were a wooden doll in their hands. Sometimes He would sing very loudly, at their bidding. In this way, Krsna came completely under the control of the gopis.





Sometimes mother Yasoda and her gopi friends would tell Krsna, "Bring this article" or "Bring that article." Sometimes they would order Him to bring a wooden plank, wooden shoes or a wooden measuring pot, and Krsna, when thus ordered by the mothers, would try to bring them. Sometimes, however, as if unable to raise these things, He would touch them and stand there. Just to invite the pleasure of His relatives, He would strike His body with His arms to show that He had sufficient strength.





In this way, Krsna and Balarama, acting like small boys and talking in half-broken language, gave transcendental pleasure to all the inhabitants of Vraja. In due course of time, They became old enough to take care of the calves.





This takes place in Våndävana. Just after the pastime of Damodara-lila the Brijbasis moved from Gokula to Våndävana, because there were too many disturbances from demons.





After a while in Våndävana Kåñëa showed interest in herding the calves. Nanda Mahäräja liked this idea, but Mother Yaçoda did not like it.





Kåñëa was now 3 years old. Mother Yaçoda objected that Kåñëa was too young, as she was still breast-feeding Him. But Kåñëa insisted, and so Mother Yaçoda had to agree. He said: "Please don't stop Me. I find great pleasure in herding the calves."





It is described in Gopal Campu that Nanda Mahäräja personally selected a small group of calves for the occasion of Kåñëa's first herding.





There was a big festival for the event. Kåñëa was given a small reddish stick, a rope, buffalo horn and flute.





Before They went out Mother Yaçoda brought some nice shoes and an umbrella for Kåñëa, and she told Balaräma to take care of His younger brother, and make sure He is wearing His shoes and using His umbrella. But Kåñëa protested that He didn't want to use those things, because the calves were not. He refused to wear His shoes, unless all the calves were provided with four shoes each, and each had an umbrella and a man to carry the umbrella.





Kåñëa told His mother "Dharmo raksati raksitah" if one is engaged in dharma then that dharma will protect one. So He said: "Taking care of the calves and cows is our dharma. Let us take special care of them, and they will take care of us."       





On the first day Nanda Mahäräja and Mother Yaçoda came along to assist Kåñëa and Balaräma. The two boys quickly mastered the art of herding calves. Then Kåñëa requested Nanda Maharäja and Mother Yaçoda to go back, and Nanda Maharäja asked Them not to enter too deep into the forest, and to come home early and safely.


Sometimes Krsna and Balarama would play on Their flutes, sometimes They would throw ropes and stones devised for getting fruits from the trees, sometimes They would throw only stones, and sometimes, Their ankle bells tinkling, They would play football with fruits like bael and amalaki. Sometimes They would cover Themselves with blankets and imitate cows and bulls and fight with one another, roaring loudly, and sometimes They would imitate the voices of the animals. In this way They enjoyed sporting, exactly like two ordinary human children.





Not far away from Their residential quarters, both Krsna and Balarama, equipped with all kinds of playthings, played with other cowherd boys and began to tend the small calves.





One day while Rama and Krsna, along with Their playmates, were tending the calves on the bank of the River Yamuna, another demon arrived there, desiring to kill Them.





When the Supreme Personality of Godhead saw that the demon had assumed the form of a calf and entered among the groups of other calves, He pointed out to Baladeva, "Here is another demon." Then He very slowly approached the demon, as if He did not understand the demon's intentions.





The import of the words mugdha iva is that although Krsna knows everything, here He pretended that He did not understand why the demon had entered among the calves, and He informed Baladeva by a sign.





Thereafter, Sri Krsna caught the demon by the hind legs and tail, twirled the demon's whole body very strongly until the demon was dead, and threw him into the top of a kapittha tree, which then fell down, along with the body of the demon, who had assumed a great form.





Krsna killed the demon in such a way as to get the kapittha fruits to fall so that He and Balarama and the other boys could take advantage of the opportunity to eat them. The kapittha is sometimes called ksatbelphala. The pulp of this fruit is very palatable. It is sweet and sour, and everyone likes it.





Upon seeing the dead body of the demon, all the cowherd boys exclaimed, "Well done, Krsna! Very good, very good! Thank You." In the upper planetary system, all the demigods were pleased, and therefore they showered flowers on the Supreme Personality of Godhead.





After the killing of the demon, Krsna and Balarama finished Their breakfast in the morning, and while continuing to take care of the calves, They wandered here and there. Krsna and Balarama, the Supreme Personalities of Godhead, who maintain the entire creation, now took charge of the calves as if cowherd boys.





Paritranaya sadhunam vinasaya ca duskrtam. Krsna's daily business here in this material world was to kill the duskrtis. This did not hamper His daily affairs, for it was routine work. While He tended the calves on the bank of the River Yamuna, two or three incidents took place every day, and although these were serious, killing the demons one after another appeared to be His daily routine work.








STATEMENT FROM GOVINDA VIRUDAVALLI





O hero, when the frightened demons headed by Arista, Vatsa and Kesi, saw Your kindness to the cows and other animals, they abandoned all pride and assumed the forms of animals.


