NOTES FOR DAY 12

OF "DEMONS" COURSE

DHENUKÄSURA
1. As They entered the pauganda age (6-13) Kåñëa and Balaräma were allowed by the older cowherd men to herd the cows.


SG — There was no gap of some other pastime in between. They are now 

getting the opportunity (by entering that age) to perform more types of pastimes than before.


They had had the ambition for some time, but Nanda Maharäja had not allowed 
Them before.

Also the cows were insisting to have Kåñëa go with them, since the time they had had His association in the absence of their calves. They wouldn't go out without Him.


This happened on the añtami of the bright fortnight of Kartikka (gopañtami) as 
described in Padma Purana.

2. Kåñëa and Balaräma happily observed the forest, the lake whose clear water resembled the minds of great souls.

3. They saw some trees, bowing down under the weight of their fruits to touch the ground. Kåñëa told Balaräma that they are trying to offer You their fruits and flowers to get out of the ignorance through which they have taken birth as trees.

4. The bees were following Them, and Kåñëa said that they are following You (Balaräma), and chanting Your glories. They must have been great sages in their last lives.

5. The peacocks are dancing out of joy, the deer are giving You sidelong glances like the gopis, and the cuckoos are honouring You with Vedic prayers..


SG — Out of modesty Balaräma was turning His head away.


The Lord appears to be giving the deer the benediction that they become gopis.

6. Kåñëa tells Him that the grass has been blessed by Your walking on it, the trees and creepers by Your touching them with Your nails, and the rivers, mountains, birds and animals by Your merciful glance.


SG — Kåñëa is feeling excessive joy 

7. Kåñëa served Balaräma in different ways when Balaräma felt tired. Massaged His feet.

8. Sometimes They would hold hands and sing the glories of the cowherd boys who were playing in different ways — dancing, singing, fighting.


SG — They would say: "these boys are ridiculing the Gandharvas with their 
singing, making fools of the Vidyadharas with their dancing and threatening to 
conquer the three worlds with their fighting."


The boys would all want to make their legs into pillows for the Lord, so He 
would 
expand Himself so they all could.

9. Some of the boys, headed by Srédäma, Subala and Stokakåñëa requested the Lords to go into Talavana because there were very nice fruits there.


SG — They wanted to do this for the pleasure of the Lords.


VCT — the cowherd boys wanted to offer the tala fruits to Kåñëa and Balaräma, 
but they spoke on the pretext of wanting them for themselves.

10. Dhenukasura was terrorizing the forest, so no-one could go there, even animals and birds.

11. They could smell the aroma of the fruit from there.

12. Balaräma entered the forest first because He is the elder brother. He shook one tree and it shook others at the same time.


SG — actually the whole planet shook because of the powerful shaking of Lord 
Balaräma.

13. At the time Dhenukasura was taking a midday nap, but the sound made by Lord Balaräma woke him up, and he was very angry, so he charged the Lord.

14. Dhenukasura made a sound like "ka," which was very ugly.

15. According to Garga Samhita Dhenukasura was having a midday nap when Kåñëa and Balaräma and all the cowherd boys came into the forest. Dhenukasura attacked Balaräma and hit Him with his rear legs. Then Balaräma threw him 8 miles. This hurt his head badly and he fell unconscious, but then he got up again and attacked the cowherd boys in a terrible four horned form. 

Sridama hit him with a stick, Subala punched him. Stoka Kåñëa whipped him with a rope. Arjuna and Amsu threw him. Visala and Rsabha kicked him. Tejasvi tried to strangle him. Devaprastha slapped him. Varuthapa hit him with a ball.

Then Kåñëa threw him onto Govardhana Hill and he was unconscious for one hour. Then the demon assumed his normal form and grabbed Kåñëa with his horns and flew into the sky 800,000 miles, but Kåñëa threw him to the ground and knocked him unconscious, but then he got up again. 

Then Dhenukasura uprooted Govardhana Hill and threw it at Kåñëa. Kåñëa caught it and threw it back. Dhenuka caught it and threw back again, and so did Kåñëa. Then he attacked Balaräma again and the Lord killed him.

16. Lord Balaräma caught him by his front hooves, and whirling with one hand, threw him into the top of one of the tala trees. Then there was a domino effect

17. Then the other asses ran at Kåñëa, as they were afraid of Balaräma, seeing what He had done to Dhenukasura. Alternatively, out of affection Kåñëa may have stood between Balaräma and them. (SG)

18. Then Kåñëa and Balaräma and all the boys left the forest without eating any of the fruits, as they were tainted with the blood of the demons, so they were left for the Pulindas and other lower class people who then returned to the forest.

Leaving his body Dhenuka manifested a splendid and handsome dark form wearing yellow garments and decorated with a forest flower garland. Then a chariot filled with 100,000 of the Lord's associates, decorated with 1000 flags, rumbling with 1000 wheels, pulled by 10,000 horses, glorious with 100,000 camaras, yellow, studded with many jewels, eight miles long, beautiful, travelling as fast as the mind, and decorated with many bells and tinkling ornaments, suddenly appeared. Then the demon circumambulated Kåñëa and Balaräma, and then, filling the directions with light he ascended the chariot and went to Goloka.

IGNORANCE AND MISCONCEPTIONS

O son of Prtha, that understanding by which one knows what ought to be done and what ought not to be done, what is to be feared and what is not to be feared, what is binding and what is liberating, is in the mode of goodness.

O son of Prtha, that understanding which cannot distinguish between religion and irreligion, between action that should be done and action that should not be done, is in the mode of passion.

That understanding which considers irreligion to be religion and religion to be irreligion, under the spell of illusion and darkness, and strives always in the wrong direction, O Partha, is in the mode of ignorance.

Brahma first created the nescient engagements like self-deception, the sense of death, anger after frustration, the sense of false ownership, and the illusory bodily conception, or forgetfulness of one's real identity. (SB 3.12.2)

                                PURPORT

Before the factual creation of the living entities in different varieties of species, the conditions under which a living being in the material world has to live were created by Brahma. Unless a living entity forgets his real identity, it is impossible for him to live in the material conditions of life. Therefore the first condition of material existence is forgetfulness of one's real identity. And by forgetting one's real identity, one is sure to be afraid of death, although a pure living soul is deathless and birthless. This false identification with material nature is the cause of false ownership of things which are offered by the arrangement of superior control. 

anäsaktasya viñayän

yathärham upayuïjataù

nirbandhaù kåñëa-sambandhe

yuktaà vairägyam ucyate

präpaïcikatayä buddhyä

hari-sambandhi-vastunaù

mumukñubhiù parityägo

vairägyaà phalgu kathyate

"When one is not attached to anything, but at the same time accepts everything in relation to Krsna, one is rightly situated above possessiveness. On the other hand, one who rejects everything without knowledge of its relationship to Krsna is not as complete in his renunciation." (Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu 2.255-256)

FROM THE 2ND CHAPTER OF THE FIRST CANTO

By rendering devotional service unto the Personality of Godhead, Sri Krsna, one immediately acquires causeless knowledge and detachment from the world.

The occupational activities a man performs according to his own position are only so much useless labor if they do not provoke attraction for the message of the Personality of Godhead.

With sword in hand, intelligent men cut through the binding knots of reactionary work [karma] by remembering the Personality of Godhead. Therefore, who will not pay attention to His message?

The seriously inquisitive student or sage, well equipped with knowledge and detachment, realizes that Absolute Truth by rendering devotional service in terms of what he has heard from the Vedanta-sruti.

O twice-born sages, by serving those devotees who are completely freed from all vice, great service is done. By such service, one gains affinity for hearing the messages of Vasudeva.

Sri Krsna, the Personality of Godhead, who is the Paramatma [Supersoul] in everyone's heart and the benefactor of the truthful devotee, cleanses desire for material enjoyment from the heart of the devotee who has developed the urge to hear His messages, which are in themselves virtuous when properly heard and chanted.

By regular attendance in classes on the Bhagavatam and by rendering of service to the pure devotee, all that is troublesome to the heart is almost completely destroyed, and loving service unto the Personality of Godhead, who is praised with transcendental songs, is established as an irrevocable fact.

As soon as irrevocable loving service is established in the heart, the effects of nature's modes of passion and ignorance, such as lust, desire and hankering, disappear from the heart. Then the devotee is established in goodness, and he becomes completely happy.

Thus established in the mode of unalloyed goodness, the man whose mind has been enlivened by contact with devotional service to the Lord gains positive scientific knowledge of the Personality of Godhead in the stage of liberation from all material association.

Thus the knot in the heart is pierced, and all misgivings are cut to pieces. The chain of fruitive actions is terminated when one sees the self as master.

Certainly, therefore, since time immemorial, all transcendentalists have been rendering devotional service to Lord Krsna, the Personality of Godhead, with great delight, because such devotional service is enlivening to the self.

Notes on the Anartha
1. Professor Sanyal in Sree Krishna Caitanya says that this represents those who are too mechanically minded trying to prevent devotees who aren’t so mechanically minded from making progress in spontaneous devotional service.

2. The yoga system is a mechanical way to control the senses and the mind and divert them from matter to spirit. The preliminary processes are the sitting posture, meditation, spiritual thoughts, manipulation of air passing within the body, and gradual situation in trance, facing the Absolute Person, Paramatma. Such mechanical ways of rising to the spiritual platform prescribe some regulative principles of taking bath daily three times, fasting as far as possible, sitting and concentrating the mind on spiritual matters and thus gradually becoming free from visaya, or material objectives. 

3. Because He has given you little independence, He will not touch it. Otherwise what is the difference between a stone and a living entity? A living entity must have independence, although it is very little, minute. That Krsna does not touch. He'll never touch. You'll have to agree, "Yes, Krsna, I shall surrender unto You. Yes. That is for my benefit." This is Krsna consciousness. You must voluntarily agree, not hackneyed, mechanical. "Spiritual master says like this right. All right let me do it." No. You have to understand very nicely. Tesam satata-yuktanam bhajatam priti-purvakam. Priti, with love. When you work, when you work for Krsna with love and enthusiasm, that is your Krsna conscious life. If you think that "It is hackneyed, it is troublesome, but what can I do? These people ask me to do it. I have to do it," that is not Krsna consciousness. You have to do it voluntarily and with great pleasure. Then you know.utsahad dhairyat tat-tat-karma-pravartanat, sato vrtteh sadhu-sange sadbhir bhaktih prasidhyati.

4. Now when you chant Hare Krsna, if we chant mechanically, then the effect is different.  I have already given you ten kinds of offenses there are in chanting Hare Krsna.  So mechanical way of chanting is also another offense. 

5. Simply by mechanical japa, we'll not be ha... We have to hear from the sastra what is self. Of course, those who are actually following the rules and regulation of gayatri mantra, they'll be, gradually come to the spiritual understanding. But not as official chanting. That will not help. "Because I have got gayatri mantra, oh, om-burble bura burra..." (Makes sound) Finish. Not like that. Don't cheat yourself. Try to understand. 

6. A pure devotee of the Lord constantly sees the presence of the Lord within himself because of being transcendentally related by loving service. Such a pure devotee cannot forget the Lord for a moment. This is called trance. The mystic (yogi) tries to concentrate upon the Supersoul by controlling the senses from all other engagements, and thus he ultimately attains samadhi. A devotee more easily attains samadhi, or trance, by constantly remembering the Lord's personal feature along with His holy name, fame, pastimes, etc. Therefore, the concentration of the mystic yogi and that of the devotee are not on the same level. The concentration of the mystic is mechanical, whereas that of the pure devotee is natural in pure love and spontaneous affection. 

