 NOTES FOR DAY 13

OF "DEMONS" COURSE

INTRODUCTION

Both Kaliya and Aghasura are in the forms of snakes. They both represent the same types of things. But Kaliya is particularly interested in poisoning the hearts of the devotees.

NOTES FROM ARTICLE IN BOOK

Offenders like Kaliya may get mercy and continue devotional service, but they are not allowed in Våndävana

(From SG commentary): One who meets another with special affection does not stand up and forcibly free himself from the embrace, but rather he remains embracing for some time and then stands up. In this way he imitated ordinary behaviour.

VCT — this display of dancing skill was particularly intended for the younger girls who were experiencing preliminary attachment for Him.

30. SG — Kåñëa danced somewhat excessively on Kaliya's hoods to increase his good fortune.

By all his hoods being broken is indicated that he was becoming humbled.

He offered prayers within his mind because he was in too much pain to speak out loud. But within his mind he was saying "I am yours."

Madhväcärya — "One who simply thinks with devotion 'the punishment which the Supreme Lord is exerting upon me is actually mercy towards me' indeed becomes pious. But for those who continue, even after punishment from the Lord, to envy Him, their attitude is the reason for their continuing to fail to recognize Him."

NONENVIOUSNESS APPRECIATED BY KÅÑËA IN BG

The Supreme Personality of Godhead said: My dear Arjuna, because you are never envious of Me, I shall impart to you this most confidential knowledge and realization, knowing which you shall be relieved of the miseries of material existence.

In his Bhagavad-gétä commentary, Çréla Baladeva Vidyabhuñana says that a definition of envy is that a person will search to find faults, even in the midst of many good qualities.

A SYMPTOM OF THE  GREATEST ADVANCEMENT (NOI)

One should mentally honor the devotee who chants the holy name of Lord Krsna, one should offer humble obeisances to the devotee who has undergone spiritual initiation (diksa) and is engaged in worshiping the Deity, and one should associate with and faithfully serve that pure devotee who is advanced in undeviated devotional service and whose heart is completely devoid of the propensity to criticize others.

HOW TO OVERCOME CRITICAL TENDENCY

(A letter from  Çréla Prabhupäda)

Please accept my blessings. I am in due receipt of your very nice letter of January 10, 1972, and I am very much pleased by the sentiments expressed therein. It is not so much that because there may be some faults in our godbrothers and godsisters, or because there may be some mismanagement or lack of cooperation, that this is due to being impersonalists, no. It is the nature of the living condition to always have some fault. Even in the Spiritual World there is some fault and envy - sometimes the Gopis will quarrel over Krishna's favor, and once Krishna was so much attracted to Radharani that by mistake he tried to milk the bull instead of the cow, and sometimes when the Gopis used to put on their dress and make-up for seeing Krishna, they would be too much hasty and smear kumkum and mascara in the wrong places and their ornaments and dresses would appear as if small children had been trying to dress themselves and they were not very expert, like that. There are so many examples. But it is not the same as material fault or material envy, it is transcendental because it is all based on Krishna. Sometimes when one Gopi would serve Krishna very nicely, the others would say, Oh, she has done so nicely, now let me do better for pleasing Krishna. That is envy, but it is transcendental, without malice. So we shall not expect that anywhere there is any Utopia. Rather, that is impersonalism. People should not expect that even in the Krishna Consciousness Society there will be Utopia. Because devotees are persons, therefore there will always be some lacking - but the difference is that their lacking, because they have given up everything to serve Krishna - money, jobs, reputation, wealth, big educations, everything - their lackings have become transcendental because, despite everything they may do, their topmost intention is to serve Krishna. ``One who is engaged in devotional service, despite the most abominable action, is to be considered saintly because he is rightly situated.'' The devotees of Krishna are the most exalted persons on this planet, better than kings, all of them, so we should always remember that and, like the bumblebee, always look for the nectar or the best qualities of a person. Not like the utopians, who are like the flies who always go to the open sores or find the faults in a person, and because they cannot find any utopia, or because they cannot find anyone without faults, they want to become void, merge, nothing - they think that is utopia, to become void of personality. So if there is sometimes slight disagreements between devotees, it is not due to impersonalism, but it is because they are persons, and such disagreements should not be taken very seriously. The devotee is always pessimistic about the material world, but he is very optimistic about the spiritual life; so in this way, you should consider that anyone engaged in Krishna's service is always the best person.

NONENVIOUSNESS IS AUTOMATICALLY A SIGN OF ADVANCEMENT

The six Gosvamis were dear not only to the other devotees of Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu but to the nondevotees as well. A pure devotee's position is that he has no enemy because he is not envious. A pure devotee is always open to everyone, and he does not discriminate that this person can be allowed to chant Hare Krsna and that person should not be allowed. On the material platform, which is a platform of dualism, there are differences between high and low, man and woman, and this or that, but on the spiritual platform there are no such distinctions. The pure devotee, seeing everything with an equal mind, is therefore nonenvious. Because he is nonenvious, he is worshipable. Indeed, it may even be said that a person is worshipable simply if he is nonenvious, for it is only possible to be nonenvious on the spiritual platform. This is also the verdict of the Bhagavad-gita (5.18-19):

HOW TO DEVELOP NONENVIOUSNESS? — PREACH

And the paramahamsas, Vaisnava, they're kind, they're merciful. "Ah, this fallen soul is suffering for want of Krsna. Let us preach." That is the difference. The envious and the nonenvious. That is paramahamsa. Titiksavah karunikah. They are not only not envious, but they're merciful. They'll suffer so many troubles for their preaching work, still they'll do that. Titiksava. A preacher has to suffer so many inconveniences.

THE EXAMPLE OF RAGHUNATH BHATTA GOSWAMI

(Very extreme — note Çréla Prabhupäda's purport)

He would not listen to blasphemy of a Vaisnava, nor would he listen to talk of a Vaisnava's misbehavior. He knew only that everyone was engaged in Krsna's service; he did not understand anything else.

Antya-lila:           Chapter Thirteen, Text 133           

                                PURPORT

Raghunatha Bhatta never did anything harmful to a Vaisnava. In other words, he was never inattentive in the service of the Lord, nor did he ever violate the rules and regulations of a pure Vaisnava. It is the duty of a Vaisnava acarya to prevent his disciples and followers from violating the principles of Vaisnava behavior. He should always advise them to strictly follow the regulative principles, which will protect them from falling down. Although a Vaisnava preacher may sometimes criticize others, Raghunatha Bhatta avoided this. Even if another Vaisnava was actually at fault, Raghunatha Bhatta would not criticize him; he saw only that everyone was engaged in Krsna's service. That is the position of a maha - bhagavata. Actually, even if one is serving maya, in a higher sense he is also a servant of Krsna. Because maya is the servant of Krsna, anyone serving maya serves Krsna indirectly.

THE EXAMPLE OF RAMACANDRA PURI

After finishing the meal, Ramacandra Puri requested,"My dear Jagadananda, please listen. You eat the food that is left."

With great eagerness Ramacandra Puri seated Jagadananda Pandita and personally served him prasada.

Encouraging him again and again, Ramacandra Puri fed him sumptuously, but when Jagadananda had washed his hands and mouth, Ramacandra Puri began criticizing him.

"I have heard," he said,"that the followers of Caitanya Mahaprabhu eat more than necessary. Now I have directly seen that this is true.

The characteristic of Ramacandra Puri was that first he would induce someone to eat more than necessary and then he would criticize him.

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura has explained in his Anubhasya that the word nirbandha indicates that Ramacandra Puri had a steady desire to criticize others.

Isvara Puri received the blessing of Madhavendra Puri, whereas Ramacandra Puri received a rebuke from him. Therefore these two persons, Isvara Puri and Ramacandra Puri, are examples of the objects of a great personality's benediction and punishment. Madhavendra Puri instructed the entire world by presenting these two examples.

There was no certainty of where Ramacandra Puri would take his meal, for he would do so even uninvited. Nevertheless, he was very particular to keep account of how others were taking their meals.

Ramacandra Puri concerned himself with gathering all sorts of information about how Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu was situated, including His regulative principles, His lunch, His sleep and His movements.

Because Ramacandra Puri was interested only in finding faults, he could not understand the transcendental qualities of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu. His only concern was finding faults, but still he could not find any.

At last he found a fault."How can a person in the renounced order eat so many sweetmeats?" he said. "If one eats sweets, controlling the senses is very difficult."

In this way Ramacandra Puri blasphemed Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu before everyone, but nevertheless he would regularly come to see the Lord every day.

When they met, the Lord would offer him respectful obeisances, considering him a Godbrother of His spiritual master. Ramacandra Puri's business, however, was to search for faults in the Lord.

Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu knew that Ramacandra Purt was criticizing Him before everyone, but whenever Ramacandra Puri came to see Him, the Lord offered him respects with great attention.

One day Ramacandra Puri came in the morning to the abode of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu. Seeing many ants, he said something to criticize the Lord.

"Last night there was sugar candy here," he said. "Therefore ants are wandering about. Alas, this renounced sannyasi is attached to such sense gratification!" After speaking in this way, he got up and left.

Ants generally crawl about here, there and everywhere, but Ramacandra Puri, looking for imaginary faults, criticized Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu by alleging that there had been sweetmeats in His room.

(Ramacandra Puri said): "I have heard that You have cut Your eating in half. Indeed, I see that You are skinny. Such dry renunciation is also not the religion of a sannyasi.

Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu then humbly submitted,"I am just like an ignorant boy and am like your disciple. It is My great fortune that you are instructing Me."

(Paramananda Puri said:) "Even where there are hundreds of good qualities, a critic does not consider them. Rather, he attempts by some trick to point out a fault in those attributes."

