NOTES FOR DAY 14


OF "DEMONS" COURSE











THE FIRST FOREST FIRE





1. After the pastime of subduing Kaliya the inhabitants of Våndävana were feeling too tired to return all the way to the village, so they took rest by the river.


	SG — they were feeling so much ecstasy following the day's activities 


	They went a little distance from the river


	JG — the cows felt that because they had drunk poison their milk should not 	be offered to Kåñëa for some time





2. A fire suddenly arose, and surrounded them 


	see Sg point in book





3. Then all the devotees took shelter of Kåñëa





4. They prayed to Kåñëa and Balaräma to save them, because they felt that if they died they would lose Their association, and that would be worse than death.





5. Then Kåñëa swallowed the fire. 


	SG — He acted as though He drank it. There is no need to understand this by 	logical reason, because the potency which was the fire was also coming from 	Him.His parents and others would have been shocked if they had seen Him 	drinking the fire, so He drank it in such a way that they couldn't see what was 	


	happening.


	





THE SECOND FOREST FIRE








1. Just after the killing of Pralambhasura





2. Kåñëa and Balaräma were herding all the animals — They had goats, cows and buffaloes. Then They entered an area overgrown with very long grasses, and the other boys lost sight of the animals who had been allured by the grasses, and then panicked


Kåñëa then called the animals by name, very loudly, His voice resounding like thunder, and they replied in great joy, and so they were all reunited


	SG — the calling of the names of the cows was enjoyed by them as sankirtana





3. After a little while they found the animals, but then a great fire suddenly arose. It had meteor-like flames


	VCT and SG — fire is said to be a friend of Pralambha's 


	SG — another interpretation is that the fire wanted to take up residence 	among the inhabitants of Våndävana having come into contact with Kåñëa





4. They approached Kåñëa and Balaräma in extreme anxiety, and then Kåñëa spoke to them through His eyes, and told them to close their eyes and not be afraid.


	SG — Kåñëa asks the boys to close their eyes because if they see Him 	swallowing the fire they will feel concerned for His safety out of love, and will 	then enter the fire to protect Him and be harmed.


	By His potency it became like a single mouthful of a beverage.


	VCT — the boys had been thinking "Kåñëa knows very well the means of 	counteracting fire, poison and so on — gems, mantras magic and the like. 	These things, however, cannot be carried out without secrecy. Thus since there 	are so many people here if we simply close our eyes, that will be privacy."


	The fire became very afraid and turned into an extremely cooling, fragrant and 	sweet-tasting drink.





 





INTERCOMMUNAL HATRED (ESPECIALLY AMONG VAIÑËAVAS)


 


1. There is so much history of hatred between religions.





2. Even in India it was like that.


	It's explained that in the time of Rämanujäcärya the Saivites were so opposed 	to Vaiñnavism that they would have wars.


	Story of Kureña


	Story of Ramanuja and the Jains





3. In our own line there has been some fighting and quarreling


	Gaudiya Math


	1976 problems in ISKCON








SOME GENERAL PRINCIPLES FROM CAITANYA-BHAGAVAT





If one sees two Vaisnavas quarrelling, then one should never think that something is amiss, or that there is enmity and malice between them.  Such quarrelling is in fact pleasing to the Lord and is transcendental.  The arguments and abuses exchanged between Rukminidevi and Satyabhamadevi although sounding like serious fights, are factually not so, because they are forever united in their service to their common Lord and master.  There is no enmity between Vaisnavas.  The Supreme Lord Himself induces these fights due to His frolicsome nature.  But if anyone foolishly sides with one Vaisnava against another, then he is doomed due to offending a Vaisnava.  The Vaisnavas are the extensions of the Lord's limbs, so how can one benefit by serving Him with one hand and inflicting pain on Him with the other?  One who has developed such vision becomes steady in devotional service.  One who understands that Lord Krsna and His devotees, the Vaisnavas, are nondifferent, and with this knowledge serves the Lord, can easily cross the ocean of nescience.  One who glorifies, hears and understands these transcendental subject matters can always avoid Vaisnava aparadha.








GAUDIYA MATH





Concerning the mission, Çréla Bhaktisiddhänta said, "If there is no good soul in the mission I don't want it. I don't want bad `cows' in the mission. If there are some bad `cows' who harm others I don't like them, and there is no need for them. One `cow' is sufficient if it is a good one: `dusta goru chaye khali gohal bhalo - Better to have an empty cowshed than a troublesome cow'. We want living source not so-called sannyasis. If our mission will not flourish with living source then stone and brick we'll distribute to the poor. Let-out the temple to the poor. Rent it out. Distribute the bricks for one rupee each!" This was said in Baghbazar when many devotees were fighting amongst themselves.  - I've made them sannyasis but they've simply become sense enjoyers," he would say many times. (See above).


   After 1933, he travelled throughout India and preached extensively but only made a few new temples. At this time his disciples began quarreling amongst themselves, so he tried to pacify them and rectify the situation. He also wrote articles like: "bhalo ami-boro ami - Don't be boro (big), be bhalo (good) Vani (instruction) O Vapu (Personal body of the guru?)" Vani O Vapu: A disertation on the relative importance of (a) service to the instruction of the guru and personal service to the guru; and, (b) preaching vs. fund-raising, organization, and management. 





Çréla Bhaktisiddhanta was going for a hernia operation but he never underwent the surgery because he thought that the doctor had been called to kill him, because sometimes people were paid-off to kill him. He was thinking like that.





Çréla Prabhupäda says in the 12th chapter of the Adi-lila:


The words daivera karana indicate that by dint of providence, or by God's will, the followers of Advaita Acarya divided into two parties. Such disagreement among the disciples of one acarya is also found among the members of the Gaudiya Matha. In the beginning, during the presence of Om Visnupada Paramahamsa Parivrajakacarya Astottara-sata Sri Srimad Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura Prabhupada, all the disciples worked in agreement; but just after his disappearance, they disagreed. One party strictly followed the instructions of Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura, but another group created their own concoction about executing his desires. Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura, at the time of his departure, requested all his disciples to form a governing body and conduct missionary activities cooperatively. He did not instruct a particular man to become the next acarya. But just after his passing away, his leading secretaries made plans, without authority, to occupy the post of acarya, and they split in two factions over who the next acarya would be. Consequently, both factions were asara, or useless, because they had no authority, having disobeyed the order of the spiritual master. Despite the spiritual master's order to form a governing body and execute the missionary activities of the Gaudiya Matha, the two unauthorized factions began litigation that is still going on after forty years with no decision.


Therefore, we do not belong to any faction. But because the two parties, busy dividing the material assets of the Gaudiya Matha institution, stopped the preaching work, we took up the mission of Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura and Bhaktivinoda Thakura to preach the cult of Caitanya Mahaprabhu all over the world, under the protection of all the predecessor acaryas, and we find that our humble attempt has been successful. We followed the principles especially explained by Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura in his commentary on the Bhagavad-gita verse vyavasayatmika buddhir ekeha kuru-nandana. According to this instruction of Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura, it is the duty of a disciple to follow strictly the orders of his spiritual master. The secret of success in advancement in spiritual life is the firm faith of the disciple in the orders of his spiritual master.





One mustjudge every action by its result. The members of the self-appointed acarya's party who occupied the property of the Gaudiya Matha are satisfied, but they could make no progress in preaching. Therefore by the result of their actions one should know that they are asara, or useless, whereas the success of the ISKCON party, the International Society for Krishna Consciousness, which strictly follows guru and Gauranga, is increasing daily all over the world. Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura wanted to print as many books as possible and distribute them all over the world. We have tried our best in this connection, and we are getting results beyond our expectations.








From Caitanya-caritämåta





Adi 12.9: Some of the disciples strictly accepted the orders of the acarya, and others deviated, independently concocting their own opinions under the spell of daivi maya.





Purport: This verse describes the beginning of a schism. When disciples do not stick to the principle of accepting the order of their spiritual master, immediately there are two opinions. Any opinion different from the opinion of the spiritual master is useless. One cannot infiltrate materially concocted ideas into spiritual advancement. That is deviation. There is no scope for adjusting spiritual advancement to material ideas.








WE SHOULDN'T CRITICIZE OTHER RELIGIONS





1. So dharma is so strong. Dharma means to abide by the order of Krsna. That is dharma. If we remain faithful to Krsna, and what Krsna says, if we do that, that is perfect dharma. Sa vai pumsam paro dharma yato bhaktir adhoksaje. That is first-class religious system. We do not decry any system of religion. We do not say that Hindu religion is better than Christian religion. In what way Hindu religion is better than Christian religion? The followers of so-called Christian religion, they're also set of nonsense, and so are the Hindus. Why we should give preference to one class of rascals and fools than the other class of rascals and fools? We have no such idea, ``The Hindus are greater than the Muslims or the Christians,'' or ``The Muslims or the Christians...'' We do not con... We want to see, test how much he's devotee of God, how much he has developed his God consciousness. Then we accept that he is, here is dharma. That is the test. Sa vai pumsam paro dharma yato bhaktir adhoksaje.





2. I told you sometimes, I think, in New York Airport. So seeing us, the sadhus, one young man came to me. So introduced himself, ``Sir, I am Christian. I faithfully discharge my religious principles.'' So I, I told him, ``No, no. You do not faithfully discharge your religion.'' So he was surprised that without talking with him, immediately I charged that ``You don't follow your Christian religion.'' ``No, why do you say like that?'' ``Do you eat meat?'' ``Yes, sir.'' ``Then you are not a Christian. You are not a Christian. Because in the Christian religion the first commandment is `Thou shalt not kill.' So you are encouraging killing. How you are a Christian? You are not a Christian.'' The actually everyone is very proud of becoming Christian, Hindu, Muslim, but nobody is following. Nobody's following. All bogus.





3. God is equally kind, equally merciful, but we fight. We, I mean to say, disagree in religious principle. That is due to kali. Not this Kali. Kali means due to our fighting spirit. It is not God.


God is equal to everyone. We fight because we have got misconception. So we think that this religion is better than that religion, or that religion is better than... Every religion must be good, provided one is God conscious. We say that. So many people question in the Western countries, "Whether one can attain perfection by following Christian religion?" Why not? You can also attain. But who is following? First of all, let me see who is following Christian religion. The Christian religion says in the beginning, First Commandment, "Thou shalt not kill," and you are simply killing. So where is Christian? Christian religion is not bad. No religion is bad. But where is Christian? Where is Hindu? They are all godless rascals. Therefore there is misunderstanding. Otherwise, if everyone is God conscious, if everyone knows that God is present everywhere, "Whatever I do, He will see. He'll see as sunshine. He'll see as moonshine. He'll see as water." Raso 'ham apsu kaunteya.


No... Who can avoid water? Who can avoid sunshine? Who can avoid moonshine? Nobody can. So God says, "These things are I am." Raso 'ham apsu kaunteya prabhasmi sasi-suryayoh. So how you can avoid God's vigilance? Then how you can commit sinful... They do not believe in (sic:) Godlessness. They do not believe in existence of God. 





4. Another important point mentioned in this connection is anindaya--we should not criticize others' methods of religion. There are different types of religious systems operating under different qualities of material nature. Those operating in the modes of ignorance and passion cannot be as perfect as that system in the mode of goodness. In Bhagavad-gita everything has been divided into three qualitative divisions; therefore religious systems are similarly categorized. When people are mostly under the modes of passion and ignorance, their system of religion will be of the same quality. A devotee, instead of criticizing such systems, will encourage the followers to stick to their principles so that gradually they can come to the platform of religion in goodness. Simply by criticizing them, a devotee's mind will be agitated. Thus a devotee should tolerate and learn to stop agitation.








IN ISKCON WE MUST BEWARE OF THE FIGHTING SPIRIT





1. This fighting spirit will destroy everything, but what can I do, you American and European boys are trained up in this fighting attitude. Now put it aside and simply work cooperatively for spreading this movement all over the world.





2. Now all my disciples must work combinedly and with cooperation to spread this Sankirtana Movement. If you cannot work together then my work is stopped up. Our Society is like one big family and our relationships should be based on love and trust. We must give up the fighting spirit and use our intelligence to push ahead. You should accept help from your Godbrothers.





3. Regarding general state of affairs at Amsterdam temple, I can understand there is some disturbance among you, but that is not to be taken very seriously. Real business is preaching work, and if there is full attention on this matter only, all other businesses will be automatically successful. Fighting amongst ourselves is not at all good, but if our preaching work is neglected, or if we fall down in following the regulative principles such as rising before four, chanting 16 rounds, like that, if these things are not strictly observed then maya will enter and spoil everything. So my best advice to you is to strictly observe these things yourself and be the example so that all others may follow. We should not criticize each other, as Vaisnavas, because there is fault in everyone and we may be ourselves subject to criticism. Best thing is to be above suspicion ourselves, then if we see discrepancies and make suggestion the others will automatically respect and take action to rectify the matters. That is cooperation. And we must exist on such cooperation, otherwise the whole thing is doomed if we simply go on fighting over some small thing. So try to organize things and preach together in this spirit, and that will please me very, very much.








HOW TO ENGAGE THE FIGHTING SPIRIT





1. So this problem of fighting... We have to understand that fighting spirit is there in everyone. You cannot check it, you cannot stop it. We do not say stop. The Mayavadi philosopher says that "You stop this thing," but that is not possible. You cannot stop. Because you are living entity, you have got all these propensities. How you can stop it? But it should be utilized properly. That's all. You have got the fighting spirit. How to utilize it? Yes. Narottama dasa Thakura recommends, krodha bhakta dvesi-jane: "Those who are envious of God or God's devotee, you can utilize your anger upon them." You can utilize. The anger you cannot give up. Our business is how to utilize it. That is Krsna consciousness. Everything has to be utilized. We do not say that "You stop this, stop that." No. You... Krsna says, yat karosi, yaj juhosi, yad asnasi, yat tapasyasi kurusva tad mad-arpanam. Yat karosi. Krsna does not say that "You do this, you do that." He says, "Whatever you do, but the result should come to Me."





2. Prabhupada: The living entity is victimized, and in this life you can adventure to conquer over it. This is human life. The cats and dogs, they cannot fight with maya, but a human being, he can fight. So if we don't fight, we don't take that adventure, then we remain cats and dogs. The cats and dogs, they fight amongst themselves but not with the maya. So aborigines, although they have got features of human being, they are no more than the cats and dogs. So they also fight amongst themselves. They do not know that the fighting spirit should be utilized to declare war against maya. That is possible in human life. Athato brahma-jijnasa. This fighting is philosophy. "What is the ultimate cause? What is Brahman? What I am?" Fighting against darkness, sleeping. Kota nidra jao maya-pisacira kole. Everyone is sleeping on the lap of maya. Now, this human form of life is not for sleeping but for awakening and fight with maya. That is human life.





3. Friction through controversy. Winds of ambition etc fan flames. One is from within and one from without.


