 NOTES FOR DAY 15

OF "DEMONS" COURSE
PRALAMBHASURA

1. Took place in the middle of the hot summer season. Roar of waterfalls drowning the chirping of the crickets. Because of the presence of Kåñëa and Balaräma it was just like spring.

2. So They entered the forest with the cowherd boys, and they all decorated themselves with new leaves, peacock feathers, clusters of flower buds, garlands and coloured minerals. Then the boys began mock fighting (wrestling). They would grab each others’ hair, whirl each other around, jump throw, slap and drag each other.


VCT — they would play tag. They would have to identify a person who covered 
their eyes from behind. They would wager their flutes, sticks, ropes etc on the 
outcome of these games. They would sometimes act as kings. In this mood they 
began the practice of stopping the gopis and demanding taxes.

3. Then Pralambhasura, who had disguised himself as a cowherd boy, came with the intent of kidnapping Kåñëa and Balaräma

VCT — Pralambhasura assumed the form of one boy who had remained at home for the day because of duties to do there.

4. Even though He understood the situation, Lord Kåñëa pretended to be friendly to the disguised Pralambhasura, although at the same time He was meditating on how to kill him.


SG — the Lord wanted to glorify Balaräma by having Him be carried around on 
the shoulders of the demon.

5. Kåñëa and Balaräma then became the 2 leaders of opposing teams.


SG — those who were naturally Kåñëa's friends were on His side, and those who 
were naturally Balaräma's friends joined His side

6. Then they played various types of games which involve the carrier and the carried. In those games the winners climb on the shoulders of the losers, who then have to carry them.

7. So, playing in that way, and herding the cows, they eventually reached Bhandéraväna, right to the big banyan tree. (Even while they played these games they were still herding the cows.)

8. Eventually the members of Balaräma's team won, so Kåñëa's team had to carry them.

9. Pralambha, who had been on Kåñëa's team, had to carry Balaräma.

10. He thought He would not be able to confront Kåñëa. He carried Balaräma beyond the boundary of the game — the banyan tree.


SG — he wanted to go beyond the vision of Kåñëa because he was afraid of Him.

11. Balaräma increased his weight, and the demon was forced to manifest his orginal form. Looked just like a cloud shining with lightning, carrying the moon. (Moon=Balaräma)

12. Balaräma appeared to become a little frightened by the appearance of the demon.


VCT — Kåñëa had covered Balaräma with yogamaya. He wanted the whole 
pastime to go like this, so that Balaräma would be carried by the demon in this 
huge form, so that Balaräma would be carried up in the sky.

13. Then realizing the situation, Balaräma struck the demon on the head, like Indra breaks a mountain with his thunderbolt.

SG — in Viñëu Puräëa Kåñëa says: "What is this mentality of a mere man which You are exhibiting, O Soul of all, even though Your own true nature is more confidential than all other secret things?" Then Balaräma's remembrance immediately came back. One explanation is that He thought it improper to kill a cowherd boy, but when Kåñëa reminded Him He remembered how Kåñëa had killed a woman and a calf, so He was no longer afraid to kill a cowherd boy, even though He would not normally want to.


VCT — Kåñëa felt a little afraid for Balaräma.

If Balaräma had been aware of the actual situation He would have killed the demon long before, and the pastime would not have been able to unfold as it has, and Kåñëa would not have enjoyed it the way He did. (He wanted it to unfold as it did so He could see these things.

14. Pralambhasura's head immediately split in two, he vomited blood and fell to the ground, just like a mountain attacked by Indra. Pralambha then attained impersonal liberation.

THE BRÄHMANAS PERFORMING SACRIFICE

1. Takes place immediately after the pastime of the stealing of the gopis clothes. 


SS — because of being excited by the joking of the Lord with the gopis the boys 
had forgotten to take lunch, and therefore were hungry.


JG — they may have been feigning hunger, because they felt that Kåñëa and 
Balaräma were probably hungry.

2. They were feeling great distress because they were very hungry, and they appealed to Kåñëa to relieve their hunger.

3. So Kåñëa told them to go to the brähmaëas.


VCT — Kåñëa says: "Brähmaëas, even if they have austerity, knowledge, dharma 
and so forth, do not satisfy Me if they are devoid of devotion, on the other hand 
their wives, even though lacking austerity and so forth, satisfy Me because they 
have devotion." 


**** These are also lessons from this pastime.

4. Told them to ask in the names of Kåñëa and Balaräma. (Balaräma first being older and a kñatriya.)


JG — they forgot and asked in Kåñëa's name first. 

5. It was an animal sacrifice.

6. They failed to recognize Kåñëa and Balaräma, because they were too attached to performing the sacrifice in the technically right way (the rule is generally that no-one can eat anything till after the sacrifice is completed and the brähmaëas have been fed.)

7. So the boys went back and reported the matter. Kåñëa said to tell the wives of the brähmaëas that He was there, but not to say that he is hungry, as it may be too much for them and they may get into great anxiety.

8. They went and told them that Kåñëa was hungry, and the ladies ( who were initially stunned just hearing that Kåñëa was nearby) took all types of food to Him (catuh-vidham — the same four types mentioned in Gurvastakam)

SS — their husbands and other family members tried to stop them, but they could not.

9. Then they saw Him, standing on the bank of the Yamuna looking very beautiful. 

He addresses them in the same way he addressed the gopis — "what may I do for you? You have come to see Me, rejecting all hindrances."

 
VCT — He is implying inability to reciprocate


The Lord is intimating a conjugal attraction

10. Then the Lord instructed them to return to their husbands so they can finish the yajïa.


SS — they should go back out of mercy for their husbands.

11. The wives of the brähmaëas then speak a verse which is spoken later by the gopis: "O Almighty One, please do not speak such cruel words. Rather you should make true Your promise that You always reciprocate in kind with your devotees. Now that we have attained Your lotus feet, we simply wish to remain in the forest to carry upon our heads the garlands of tulasi leaves which may be neglectfully kicked away by your lotus feet. We are ready to give up all material relationships."


VCT — subtle suggestion that Kåñëa may feel embarressed having brähmaëa 
women as maidservants, as they are higher caste, so they say we are willing to 
remain at a distance in the forest and take the tulasi that has been crushed by 
contact with the feet of the gopis.

12. They complained that they could more easily be Kåñëa conscious if they had His personal association, but then He speaks a very important verse: "It is by hearing about Me, seeing My Deity form, meditating upon Me and chanting My names and glories that love for Me develops, not by physical proximity. Therefore please go home."

13. So Kåñëa told them to go home and then they did. He said He would arrange that their husbands would not be angry with them for running away like that.


VCT — the gopis would not go home when Kåñëa said the same thing.

14. One of the ladies was held back by her husband, and she left her body and went back to Godhead.

15. Then the boys ate, and Kåñëa finally did also.

VCT — He didn't really want to because of feeling remorse for sending the ladies 
home.

16. Then the brähmaëas began to condemn themselves and glorify their wives, considering them their gurus. "To hell with our aristocratic births! To hell with our learning! To hell with our expertise in sacrificial rituals!" They consider all these things to be inimical to having a relationship with the Lord.

17. They say these women have not undergone spiritual training, purificatory rituals etc., but see the love they have for the Lord! 

18. Still they finally decided not to go and meet the Lord themselves, because they were afraid of Kamsa hearing about it. This was stimulated by the Lord's maya.

SUBTLE DESIRES REMAIN 

Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura explains that even though one may become free from the desire for fruitive activity, sometimes the subtle desire for fruitive activity comes into being within the heart. One often thinks of conducting business to improve devotional activity. However, the contamination is so strong that it may later develop into misunderstanding, described as kuti-nati (faultfinding) and pratisthasa (the desire for name and fame and for high position), jiva-himsa (envy of other living entities), nisiddhacara (accepting things forbidden in the sastra), kama (desire for material gain) and puja (hankering for popularity). The word kuti-nati means duplicity. As an example, one may attempt to imitate Srila Haridasa Thakura by living in a solitary place. One's real desire may be for name and fame--in other words, one thinks that fools will accept one to be as good as Haridasa Thakura just because one lives in a solitary place. These are all material desires. A neophyte devotee is certain to be attacked by other material desires as well--women and money. In this way the heart is again filled with dirty things and becomes harder and harder, like that of a materialist. Gradually one desires to become a reputed devotee or an avatara (incarnation).If the devotee at all wants to cleanse his heart, he must chant and hear the glories of the Lord, Sri Krsna (srnvatam sva-kathah krsnah). This is a simple process. Krsna Himself will help cleanse the heart because He is already seated there. 

A SECOND CLEANING

To give us practical instructions, Lord Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu cleansed the temple twice. His second cleansing was more thorough. The idea was to throw away all the stumbling blocks on the path of devotional service.

THE REMEDY

If one wants to see Krsna seated in his heart, he must first cleanse the heart, as prescribed by Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu in His Siksastaka (ceto-darpana-marjanam). In this age, everyone's heart is unclean, as confirmed in Srimad-Bhagavatam (hrdy antah-stho hy abhadrani). To wash all dirty things accumulated within the heart, Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu advised everyone to chant the Hare Krsna mantra. The first result will be that the heart is cleansed

Devotee: There's a line of preaching in our society that subtle manifestation of sex attraction is adoration, profit, and distinction.

Prabhupada: Yes. That is.... Mahaprabhu says, trnad api sunicena.

Professor Sanyal in Sree Krishna Caitanya says that this represents the tendency to get into Mayavada

