NOTES FOR DAY 16

OF “DEMONS” COURSE

Govardhana Lila
Govardhana lila is especially dear to Lord Kåñëa, as He is able to interact with all His Våndävana devotees at one time during it. He was eager for this pastime to take place.

1. While still engaged with the brahmanas, Kåñëa noticed the cowherd men preparing for a big yajïa (a similar yajïa) for Indra, who supplies water.

2. Kåñëa wanted to stop this, but as matter of etiquette He inquired from Nanda Maharaja. “Is it scriptural or traditional? What is its result? Who is it for? How is it performed?”

3. Nanda Maharaja thought He was too young to understand, but Kåñëa persisted and Nanda Maharaja explained.

4. Kåñëa had two main reasons for stopping this:


1. No need to worship demigods, as they give temporary results.


2. Even that temporary result is granted by the Supreme Lord.

5. Kåñëa wanted to teach Indra a lesson, as he was feeling puffed-up.


VCT — Kåñëa was looking forward to this pastime, in which He would be able 
to have very close association with His devotees.


SS — Kåñëa is also thinking of other demigods who think themselves big 
controllers, and therefore might try to do something like Indra, like Varuna 
and others. (Interesting that the next incident is correcting Varuna.)

6. Sridhar Swami explains there were six main arguments used by Kåñëa in His teaching karma-mimamsa: 


karma alone is sufficient


that conditioned nature is the supreme controller


or that the modes of nature are the supreme controller


the Supreme Lord is a dependent aspect of karma


or that the Lord is under the control of karma


or that one's occupational duty is one's worshipable deity


JG, VCT — Kåñëa resorts to karma-väda in order to protect His humanlike 
pastimes (to avoid taking the position of God.)


SS — we are dependent on the forests and hills.


JG, VCT — the Lord is indicating Govardhana.


Therefore the cows, brahmanas and Govardhana are our Deities.

7. So the inhabitants of Våndävana agreed to Kåñëa's proposal. Kåñëa then manifested a gigantic form on the top of Govardhana Hill. Many preparations were offered to Him, and then they all circumambulated the hill.

8. Indra became very angry and sent clouds, headed by the samvartaka. He thought he was the supreme controller and Kåñëa was just a talkative small boy. In Çrémad Bhägavatam 10.25.5 Indra says:
väcälaà bäliçaà stabdham

ajïaà paëòita-mäninam

kåñëaà martyam upäçritya

gopä me cakrur apriyam

“These cowherd men have acted inimically toward me by taking shelter of this ordinary human being, Kåñëa, who thinks Himself very wise but who is simply a foolish, arrogant, overtalkative child.”


SS — väcalam = source of the revealed scriptures


bäliñam = free from pretension, like a child


stabdham = does not bow down, because no-one is higher than Him


ajïam = He is omniscient, so there is nothing else for Him to know


pandita-mäninam = He is highly honoured by the knowers of the Absolute 
Truth


kåñëam = the Supreme Absolute Truth, with form full of eternity and ecstasy


martyam = out of affection for His devotees He appears like a human


VCT — väcalam = speaks contrarily (karma-mimamsa, sankhya) although He    
doesn't accept them


bäliñam = foolish since He resorts to such false arguments


stabdham = not humble, since He showed audacity before even His father


ajïam = doesn't know anything, because always tending the cows


pandita-maninam = presumes Himself to be a scholar

9. There was constant lightning and thunder, blowing of severe wind and incessant falling of rain. The rainfall seemed to fall like piercing sharp arrows. By pouring water as thick as pillars, without cessation, the clouds gradually filled all the lands in Våndävana with water, and there was no visible distinction between higher and lower land. The situation was very dangerous, especially for the animals. The rainfall was accompanied by great winds, and every living creature in Våndävana began to tremble from the severe cold. A partial expansion of His yogamäyä potency known as “saàhäriki” kept the rain from falling on Kåñëa wherever He went, so not even His turban got wet.

10. Then Kåñëa lifted Govardhana Hill on the little finger of His left hand for 7 days.

Kåñëa promised to protect His devotees.


SS — this is a vow that Kåñëa has taken - to always protect His fully 
surrendered devotees.

VCT — this is a “well-known” vow of Kåñëa's. ... “With My mystic power I will protect the people of Vraja, who have taken shelter of Me, who consider Me their Lord, and who are all My relatives. This is My vow.” “who strictly keeps his vow always to protect they who have vowed to serve Him.”

**** See point 12 below ****


VCT — how could all the inhabitants of Vraja fit under the hill, which was 
only 3 kroñas in size? Simply by being touched by the hand of the Lord 
Govardhana Hill was in such ecstasy that he got inconceivable power. He even 
felt the striking of the thunderbolts etc. to be like showers of flowers


In Hari-vamça Kåñëa says that even the whole three worlds can be given shelter 
under this mountain, so what to speak of this little Vraja.


All the deer hogs etc. on Govardhana then climbed to the top of the hill, and 
still they didn't experience any distress.


VCT — because they were seeing the beauty of Kåñëa all their hunger went 
away, through their drinking Kåñëa’s beauty and sweetness. And Kåñëa’s 
hunger went away through drinking their love and beauty.


The Lord's potency dried up the water as soon as it touched the ground.

Description of the differents devotees offering to help Kåñëa. The cowherd men tried to hold up the hill with their sticks. Madhumangala chanted mantras. The ladies massaged Kåñëa’s arm. Afterwards they were all claiming that it was their efforts which caused the hill to be lifted.

11. Then Indra came and saw there was no water, and he became baffled 


VCT — he was afraid because he didn't know what punishment Kåñëa was 
going to give him.

12. Then they all came out and Kåñëa replaced the hill exactly as it had been.


VCT — superiors did things like smelling His head, kissing Him, rubbing His 
right arm, stretching out His fingers, praising Him, inquiring whether He was 
tired or pained. Equals laughed and joked with Him. Inferiors fell at His feet, 
massaged His feet etc.


Those in parental type rasas gave benedictions like: “may you subdue the 
wicked, protect the civilized, give pleasure to Your parents and be enriched 
with all wealth and opulence.”


**** VCT — Question may arise why did Balaräma not expand as Çeñanäga 
and lift the hill. But point is that Kåñëa had personally vowed to do this, and it 
would have been unfitting for an expansion to carry out the stated intention of 
Kåñëa Himself. 

Indra approached Lord Brahma for help with dealing with offenses. Brahma referred him to the surabhi cow.

13. In Ananda Våndävana Campu, Çréla Kavi Karnapura writes that when Indra and Surabhi were preparing to bathe Lord Kåñëa, all the demigods headed by Brahma and Siva came, and the sages led by Narada and the wives of the demigods led by Arundhati, the Apsaras led by Urvasi all came to take part.

Govardhana Hill made a siàhäsana from his own stones, Varuna brought a beautiful umbrella decorated with pearls and diamonds, and held it over Kåñëa’s head, Vayu came with camaras and fanned Kåñëa to cool Him. Candra brought a big mirror.

The 7 seas, and all the holy kundas and lakes came to bathe Kåñëa. Bhumi came with 7 pots full of gems for Kåñëa. The Malaya Hills came with lots of sandalwood and made it into paste for Kåñëa. Mt. Sumeru came with a set of clothes made of gold for Him. Agni manifested as beautiful incense. Lord Brahma brought pancämåta. Airavata brought water from the Akaça Ganga.

Then they had the abhiçeka. Kåñëa was bathed with the pancämåta, Surabhi’s milk, the water from the Akaça Ganga, and the water from the 7 seas and all the holy kundas and lakes.

Then the wives of the demigods massaged Kåñëa with fragrant oils.

Afterwards the demigods headed by Brahma crowned Kåñëa Govinda (King of the cows), and Lord Brahma and the demigods offered arati to Lord Kåñëa with incredible paraphernalia. After they finished they left, but they left all the paraphernalia behind them. Then the cowherd boys took all the paraphernalia and started offering arati as they had seen, but in play, to Kåñëa.

Then Nanda Mahäräja came along with the cowherd men and saw Kåñëa and the cowherd boys playfully offering arati to Kåñëa, and asked where did you get this fantastic paraphernalia from? The boys answered: “Well this solid gold camara with diamonds on it was being used by this man with four heads.” Nanda Mahäräja was astonished. Then another boy said: “This ghee lamp made of sapphires was being used by the man with 5 heads.” Another boy said: “And the man with the eyes all over his body was using this ruby encrusted conch to bathe Kåñëa.” And another boy said: “And all the water here came from that elephant with four trunks, and the milk came from that cow who was talking and asked that Kåñëa be crowned king of the cows (Govinda).”

Nanda Mahäräja and the cowherd men were amazed.

RETURNING NANDA MAHÄRÄJA FROM VARUNA

1. This occurred immediately after Govardhana puja. Nanda Maharaja went to take his bath in the Yamuna shortly before dawn. 


JG — there only remained a few moments to break fast. 


The word tu (but) indicates that only Nanda Mahäräja entered the water, as he 
had great knowledge of all the scriptural rules, more than the others.


Nanda Maharaja was following a rule of the bhakti-çästras, which say: It was a 
short ekadaçi (18 hours), so it finished early in the solar day, and then the 
dvadaçi was due to end before sunrise the following day, but all duties had to 
be performed normally after sunrise (on the dvadaçi) but the dvadaçi would 
actually finish before sunrise. Therefore Nanda Maharaja took it upon himself 
to break the fast (including taking a bath) before sunrise, which was 
considered inauspicious under normal circumstances


VCT — there were only a few moments remaining of the Dvadaçi, and there is 
a scriptural injunction that even if the last minutes of Dvadaçi fall around 
midnight, one must still immediately fulfill all the obligations given by 
scripture, even those 
which would normally be performed up to noon.

2. A servant of Varuna then arrested him and took him before Varuna.


SS — the servant of Varuna who captured him was ignorant of the rules of 
scripture.


He was ignorant of the rules of devotional service.


VCT — the servant was a demon.


Actually Nanda Mahäräja had entered the water on the strength of scriptural 
injunction, which the servant did not know about.

3. Then the cowherd men called out to Kåñëa and Balaräma to save Nanda Maharaja.


VCT — The men who cried out were those who were guarding Nanda 
Mahäräja while he was bathing.


At the time Kåñëa was lying on a bed of flowers.


Because Kåñëa is all-knowing He immediately understood what had happened.

4. Varuna received Kåñëa very nicely and begged forgiveness for the offense of his servant and then handed Nanda Maharaja over to Kåñëa 


VCT — Ajänata means the servant who was not in knowledge of the bhakti-
çästras and therefore did not know that when the Dvadaçi is short one can 
enter the water even before dawn.


As he says “Your father who has been brought here” Varuna points with folded 
hands to Çré Nanda who has been seated within a jeweled welcoming pavilion 
and has been offered worship by Varuna himself.


He feels that the offense of his servant is the offense of himself.

5. When Nanda Maharaja saw how Varuna treated Kåñëa he was amazed.

LESSONS TO LEARN FROM GOVARDHANA-LÉLÄ

1. We have to take shelter of the Lord and not think we have independent power. Çréla Rüpa Goswämé talks of six principles of surrender:


1) accept things favorable for discharging devotional service, (2) reject things 
unfavorable, (3) believe firmly in the Lord's protection, (4) feel exclusively 
dependent on the mercy of the Lord, (5) have no interest separate from the 
interest of the Lord, and (6) always feel oneself meek and humble.

