BAKšS¶RA








Bak€s™ra represents cunning duplicity, deceptive behaviour and hypocrisy, the outward manifestations of a false lifestyle of cheating activities.





According to the Brahm€-vaivarta Pur€na, in his last life he was Suhotra, a Gandharva disciple of Durv€s€ ¤uni. Along with his three brothers (who became Pralamba and Ke�i) he performed austerities at Pu�kara-t…rtha. Once, the three of them were picking lotuses at the celestial lake Citra-sarovara for offering to Lord K��Ša, when they were arrested by servants of Lord ®iva. Lord ®iva received them very nicely, but told them that he had promised Parvati that he would curse anyone who took lotuses from that lake, as she had vowed to offer a thousand lotuses a day to Lord K��Ša for 100 days, and there were exactly 100,000 lotuses there, some of which they had now picked. So they had to appear as these demons, but they were then killed by K��Ša and liberated.











DHENUKšS¶RA








Dhenuk€s™ra represents ignorance of knowledge of the soul through gross materialistic intelligence, or jackass-like foolishness.





According to the Garga Saˆh…ta, in his previous life he was a son of Bali Mah€r€ja named S€hasika. He offended Durv€s€ Muni by disturbing him when the muni was meditating, by making a lot of noise while he was enjoying with 10,000 women on Mt Gandham€dana. Durv€s€ cursed him to become an ass, saying: "Fool! Ass-like person! Become an ass! O demon, after 400,000 years, in transcendental circle of Math™ra, in the sacred forest of Talav€na, you will attain liberation by Lord Balar€ma's hand." He could not be killed by K��Ša because He had given His word to Prahl€da Mah€r€ja that He would not kill any of his family members.








Some Special Considerations Regarding the Demons Killed by Lord Balar€ma





®r…la Bhaktivinoda Th€kura explains in ®r… Caitanya ®ik�€m�ta: "There are two demons killed by ®r… Baladeva — but the contaminations they represent will have to be removed by dint of the devotee's own endeavours. This is one of the secret mysteries of Vraja-bhakti. The jack-ass demon Dhenuk€s™ra represents the bad mentality of overburdened load-carrying, and the Pralamb€s™ra demon represents lust for the company of the opposite sex, as well as the desire for profit, adoration and distinction. When a devotee endeavours with enthusiasm to remove these contaminations, then, by Lord Balar€ma's mercy they will be cast far away. Dhenuk€s™ra causes complete and total ignorance of one's eternal identity; it also stimulates foolish misconceptions about the eternal nature of the holy name of the Lord, plus it misdirects one with delusions about what is actually worshipable. These contaminations must be cast out through great endeavour on the part of the devotee.





