A BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE DEMONS


AND THE ANšRTHAS THEY REPRESENT





                                                                                                                                                                    


In his ®r… Caitanya ®ik�€m�ta ®r…la Bhaktivinoda Th€kura gives the following summary of the demons K��Ša killed in His V�nd€vana pastimes and the anarthas they represent. (Of course we should note that not in all cases is Lord K��Ša dealing with demons as such, like in the pastime of the Brahm€-vimohana-l…l€, and the lifting of Govardhana Hill, although He is always dealing with people who have antagonistic mentalities.)





1. P™tana. The pseudo-guru, which may be either a person or one’s own conditioned mind.





3. ®akat€s™ra (the cart demon). The tendency to carry the cartload of bad habits accumulated in this life and previous lives. He also represents lethargy and dullness.





2. T�n€varta (the whirlwind demon). The false pride arising from material scholarship, which gives rise to bogus philosophies.





4. Deliverance of Nalak™vara and MaŠigr…va (breaking the twin arjuna trees). The pride and arrogance coming from the feeling that one has an aristocratic birth and is wealthy. 





5. Vats€s™ra (the calf-demon). Problems related to children. 





6. Bak€s™ra (the duck/stork demon). Cunning duplicity, deceptive behaviour and hypocrisy, the outward manifestations of a false lifestyle of cheating activities.





7. Agh€s™ra  (the snake demon). Cruelty and violence.





8. Brahm€-vimohana l…la (Lord Brahm€ steals the cowherd boys and calves). Mundane activities and speculative scholasticism. The tendency to think that ai�varya is higher than madhurya.





9. Dhenuk€s™ra (the ass demon). The mode of ignorance. Gross materialistic intelligence, ignorance of spiritual knowledge.





10. K€liya (chastising the K€liya serpent). Brutality and treachery. Trying to poison the hearts of devotees.





11. Extinguishing the First Forest Fire.  Inter-communal discord among Vai�Šavas. 





12. Pralamb€s™ra (killing the Pralamba demon). The mode of passion. Lusty inclinations, desire for personal gain or honour.





13. The Second Forest Fire. Disruption of religious principles and interference with religious people by atheism.





14. Correcting the Br€hmaŠas Performing Sacrifice. Callousness towards K��Ša due to pride because of one's position in varn€�r€ma. 





15. Overcoming the Pride of Lord Indra (Govardhana-l…l€). Demigod worship, and the tendency to think "I am Supreme."





16. Nanda Mah€r€ja Stolen by Varuna. Thinking that spiritual life can be enhanced by intoxication.





17. Nanda Mah€r€ja Delivered from the Snake. Rescuing the truth of eternal K��Ša consciousness which has been swallowed by impersonalists.





18. ±ankhac™�€ (killing the conch-shell demon and retrieving the jewel stolen by him). Proneness towards acquiring name and fame, and desire for sensuous enjoyment, under the plea of devotion.





19. Ari�t€s™ra (the bull demon).Pride arising from indulging in false religions invented by cheaters which causes neglect of bhakti.  





20. Ke�i (the horse demon). The feeling that "I am a great devotee and spiritual master" 





21. Vyom€s™ra (the sky demon). Associating with thieves and other rascals, and with people who put themselves forward as avataras.





Bhaktivinoda Th€kura says: "The devotee who worships the holy name should first petition the Lord for the strength to cast out all these unfavourable tendencies — and should pray thus before Lord Hari on a daily basis. By doing this regularly, the devotee's heart will eventually become purified. ®r… K��Ša has killed a number of demons which may arise in the kingdom of the heart — so in order to destroy these problems, a devotee must cry very humbly before the Lord and admit defeat — then the Lord will nullify all contaminations."















































THE ANATOMY 


OF THE CLOUD OF ANšRTHA





As Described in Madhurya Kadambini


By ®r…la Vi�van€tha Cakravarti Th€kura








®r…la Vi�van€tha Cakravarti Th€kura explains that there are four types of anarthas, recognized according to their origins:


      1. Anarthas arising from previous sin


      2. Anarthas arising from previous pious activities


      3. Anarthas arising from imperfectly performed bhakti


      4. Anarthas arising from offenses in devotional service





Anarthas Arising From Previous Sinful Activities:


Anarthas arising from previous sin are the five types of kle�as, or material sufferings:


      1. Avidya — ignorance (mistaking impermanent to be permanent etc.)


      2. Asm…ta — false ego (bodily identification and the tendency to only accept sense                    perception)


      3. R€ga — attachment (the desire for material happiness and the means to achieve it)


      4. Dve�a — hatred (of unhappiness and the causes of it)


      5. Abhinive�a — acquired nature (absorption in bodily existence, including fear of death)





Anarthas Arising From Previous Pious Activities:


Anarthas arising from previous pious activities are attachments to sattva g™na sense enjoyment, and mukti.





Anarthas Arising From The Improper Performance Of Bhakti:


Anarthas arising from improper performance of devotional service are a little more subtle ®r…la  Vi�van€tha Cakravarti Th€kura says that, just as, along with the main plant, many weeds grow, similarly, by the cultivation of bhakti there appears acquisition of material wealth and other facilities, worship and respect by others, a comfortable position, fame etc.  By their very nature, they have the power to influence the heart of the devotee, grow in size, and cover up the main plant intended for cultivation, bhakti.   


NB: One should note carefully that these do not include seva apar€dhas.





Anarthas Arising From Offenses:


Anarthas arising from offenses in devotional service are the ten offenses against the chanting of the holy names: 


      1. To blaspheme devotees 


      2. To consider the demigods equal to or independent of Vi�Šu 


      3. To disobey one's spiritual master 


      4. To blaspheme the Vedic (or related) scriptures 


      5. To consider the glories of chanting the holy name to be imagination


      6. To give some mundane interpretation on the holy name


      7. To commit sin on the strength of the holy name


      8. To consider the chanting of Hare K��Ša to be a karma kandiya activity


      9. To preach the glories of the holy name to the faithless


      10. To not have complete faith in the chanting of the holy names, and to maintain   


      material attachments, even after hearing many instructions on the matter               


It is also an offense to be inattentive while chanting              





 �symbol 183 \f "Symbol" \s 12 \h��	Seva apar€dhas do not fit into this category, because they are normally overcome in the course of the performance of one's devotional service, due to the potency of the devotional activities, or through some activity specifically performed for their nullification.





 �symbol 183 \f "Symbol" \s 12 \h��	However, if one commits seva apar€dhas knowingly, that becomes the seventh offense against the chanting of the holy names.





 �symbol 183 \f "Symbol" \s 12 \h��	A person who commits n€ma apar€dha loses the mercy of the Lord in the form of His name, and therefore suffers in many ways, but if such a person humbly takes the appropriate remedial methods for his offenses (there are recommended remedies for each of the ten types) then he is able to gradually get the mercy of the name again, and his diseased condition is relieved.





 The Removal of Anarthas


According to ®r…la Vi�van€tha Cakravarti Th€kura there are five grades of eradication of anarthas: limited (to one anartha), pervasive (affecting many anarthas), general, complete and absolute.





In the case of anarthas arising from n€ma apar€dha the rate of nullification is as follows: On the level of bhajana kriya the eradication is limited. On ni�tha the eradication is pervasive. On the level of bh€va the eradication is general. At prema the eradication is complete, and with the attainment of the Lord's lotus feet the eradication is absolute.





Anarthas arising from previous sin or piety are eradicated as follows: On the level of bhajana kriya it is general, at ni�tha complete, and on asakti absolute.





Anarthas arising from improperly performed devotional service are eradicated as follows: With the performance of bhajana kriya, eradication is limited. With the appearance of  ni�tha it is complete, and with the appearance of ruci it is absolute.   



































P¶TANš








P™tan€ represents the pseudo-guru. The pseudo-guru may appear in one or both of two forms:





1. A deceitful, so-called guru who preaches sense gratification or liberation or both. In some cases this may be a person who is engaged in some K��Ša conscious activity but has not realized the course of pure devotional service and tries to give instructions to his disciples beyond his own understanding, or without regard for their situations





2. The inwardly manifest "spiritual" guide, in the form of the mundane empiric reasoning faculty (the material mind), is also like P™tan€.


              


In order to show mercy to His devotees K��Ša sucks the life out of P™tan€'s breast to protect His own innocent ecstasy, which has arisen within the young devotees' hearts.





According to the Brahm€-vaivarta Pur€na, in her last life P™tan€ was Ratnam€la, the younger sister of Bali Mah€r€ja, although the Garga Saˆh…ta says she was his daughter.














THE DELIVERANCE OF


NALAK¶VARA AND MA¦IGRŸVA








This pastime represents the pride and arrogance coming from the feeling that one has an aristocratic birth and is wealthy. It gives rise to cruelty to animals, lust for women, and indulgence in alcohol. These further give rise to debauchery of the tongue — uncontrolled eating habits and loose talking. Then come general hard-heartedness, shamelessness and all sorts of disgraceful activities.





K��Ša very mercifully breaks down the twin Arjuna trees while tied to the grinding mortar in order to destroy all these faults.





�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 12 \h�	It is very interesting to note that this pastime of K��Ša's is very directly illustrating the predicament of people who are wealthy and aristocratic, but who become involved in licentiousness. 





�SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 12 \h�	It is also interesting to note the remedy applied by N€rada Muni — poverty, or in terms which are particularly relevant to ourselves as aspiring devotees, simple living and high thinking.

















VATSšS¶RA








Vats€s™ra (the calf demon) represents a childish mentality, mischievous and too easily influenced by bad association. It gives rise to a type of greediness for sense gratification through which one becomes absorbed in materialism.





According to the Garga Saˆh…ta in his last birth he had been a demon, Pramila, the son of Muru. He conquered the demigods in battle and then entered the sage Vas…�tha's €�rama, and saw Vas…�tha'a cow named Nandini. Pramila wanted that cow so he disguised himself as a br€hmaŠa and tried to beg her. The cow spoke and said "You are a demon in disguise. For this offense you will have to appear as a calf." Pramila then surrendered to Vas…�tha and begged for mercy, and Vasi�tha said that after taking birth as a calf he would be liberated by the Lord.

















BAKšS¶RA








Bak€s™ra represents cunning duplicity, deceptive behaviour and hypocrisy, the outward manifestations of a false lifestyle of cheating activities.





According to the Brahm€-vaivarta Pur€na, in his last life he was Suhotra, a Gandharva disciple of Durv€s€ ¤uni. Along with his three brothers (who became Pralamba and Ke�i) he performed austerities at Pu�kara-t…rtha. Once, the three of them were picking lotuses at the celestial lake Citra-sarovara for offering to Lord K��Ša, when they were arrested by servants of Lord ®iva. Lord ®iva received them very nicely, but told them that he had promised Parvati that he would curse anyone who took lotuses from that lake, as she had vowed to offer a thousand lotuses a day to Lord K��Ša for 100 days, and there were exactly 100,000 lotuses there, some of which they had now picked. So they had to appear as these demons, but they were then killed by K��Ša and liberated.
































DHENUKšS¶RA








Dhenuk€s™ra represents ignorance of knowledge of the soul through gross materialistic intelligence, or jackass-like foolishness.





According to the Garga Saˆh…ta, in his previous life he was a son of Bali Mah€r€ja named S€hasika. He offended Durv€s€ Muni by disturbing him when the muni was meditating, by making a lot of noise while he was enjoying with 10,000 women on Mt Gandham€dana. Durv€s€ cursed him to become an ass, saying: "Fool! Ass-like person! Become an ass! O demon, after 400,000 years, in transcendental circle of Math™ra, in the sacred forest of Talav€na, you will attain liberation by Lord Balar€ma's hand." He could not be killed by K��Ša because He had given His word to Prahl€da Mah€r€ja that He would not kill any of his family members.








Some Special Considerations Regarding the Demons Killed by Lord Balar€ma





®r…la Bhaktivinoda Th€kura explains in ®r… Caitanya ®ik�€m�ta: "There are two demons killed by ®r… Baladeva — but the contaminations they represent will have to be removed by dint of the devotee's own endeavours. This is one of the secret mysteries of Vraja-bhakti. The jack-ass demon Dhenuk€s™ra represents the bad mentality of overburdened load-carrying, and the Pralamb€s™ra demon represents lust for the company of the opposite sex, as well as the desire for profit, adoration and distinction. When a devotee endeavours with enthusiasm to remove these contaminations, then, by Lord Balar€ma's mercy they will be cast far away. Dhenuk€s™ra causes complete and total ignorance of one's eternal identity; it also stimulates foolish misconceptions about the eternal nature of the holy name of the Lord, plus it misdirects one with delusions about what is actually worshipable. These contaminations must be cast out through great endeavour on the part of the devotee.

















OVERCOMING THE PRIDE


OF LORD INDRA








This pastime illustrates the mistake of thinking that it is good to perform demigod worship. Also the fault of thinking that "I am Supreme. I am worshipable."





