AUTHORITY OF PURANAS AND SRI KRISHNA FROM SRUTI
Madhyandina Sruti itself: "...in the same way, my dear, what is know as the Rigveda, Yajurveda, Samaveda, Atharvaveda, Itihasa, Purana...has been breathed forth from that Supreme Lord" (Br.U. 2/4/10)".

We also find in the Chandogya Upanisad of the Kauthumiya Sakha:"Sir, I have learned the Rgveda, the Yajurveda, the Samaveda, and the fourth, or Atharvaveda, as well as Itihasa and Purana, the fifth Veda among the Vedas" (Ch. U.7/1/2)

Recently there was a discussion concerning proof of Sri Krishna and Vaishnavism within the Sruti portion of Vedic scripture. Two participants were stating,  that as far as they knew,  only the Four Vedas, Upanisads, and Brahmanas should be accepted as true Vedic knowledge.

In this regard I believe those of us familiar with the vast size of Vedic scripture know that very few persons have studied all the Vedic scripture, whatever is available of it.  I haven’t read every last word, and in all honesty I don’t believe these two participants in the discussion have either, although quite well read.

There are persons who have read through all the Vedas, and we are fortunate to learn from them things we may not of known thus far.

On that note I bring to the attention of this forum that in fact the Vedas do include the Puranas, and that within the Sruti portion of the Vedas, i.e., Four Vedas, Upanisads, etc. there are direct references to Sri Krishna and Vaisnavism.

This may be yet another item for some of us to become familiar with, for after all, who among us is familiar with all there is to be known? There is always something to be learned.

Below are several verses from the Sruti, such as the very famous Chandogya Upanisad, the Gopala Tapani Upanisad, the Madyadhini Sruti, and others which, again, some of us may not of run into as of this point in time.   

The verses are self-explanatory, and upon neutral examination we are left, I believe, on the basis of sincere integrity, to acknowledge the obvious implication that in fact the Vedas do include the Puranas, Vaishnavism, Sri Krishna, etc.   

What other honest reaction could there be to this possibly new information?  On the other hand, as is sometimes the case, there might be an “a priori” decision within some persons, without regard to clear evidence, to dogmatically and emotionally stick to a particular point of view without regard for what is simply the fact of the matter.
In that case, what can be done? Boat loads of clear evidenc emigh tbe brought before such persons, yet it would be of now use.  We see this unfortunately  happens in human society.

Daso ‘smi, your servant,

Dina Sharana dasa

eña sarva-bhütäntarätmäpahata-päpmä divyo deva eko näräyaëaù

     "There is one Supreme Personality of Godhead: Lord Näräyaëa. He is the transcendental Supersoul in the hearts of all living entities, and He is completely free from all sin."

               —Subala Upaniñad
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following statement of Båhad-äraëyaka Upaniñad (4.4.6):

brahmaiva san brahmäpnoti

     "After becoming Brahman, the individual spirit soul attains Brahman." 

     This statement does not mean that after liberation the individual spirit soul becomes non-different from the Supreme Brahman, but rather the liberated soul becomes similar to Brahman and in this condition meets Brahman and attains His association. This is confirmed by the folllowing statementof Mäëòukya Upaniñad (3.1.31):

     niraïjanaù paramaà sämyam upaiti

     "This liberated soul becomes like the Supreme Personality of Godhead."

     Also, in the Bhagavad-gita (14.2), the Supreme Personality of Godhead declares:

idaà jïänam upäçritya

     mama sädharmyam ägatäù

     "By becoming fixed in this knowledge, one can attain to the transcendental nature, which is like My own nature."*
  so 'kämayata bahu syäà prajäyeya

     "The Supreme Personality of Godhead desired: Let Me become many. Let Me father many living entities."
