



3 August 1994

Dear Maharaja and Prabhus, 

Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada.

Here are the final group of topics for you to think about and discuss.

After you comment on these we will schedule a meeting of the GNC that you will be requested to attend. Hopefully, by going over all of these topics

we will be more tuned-in and prepared to come to some conclusions as how to proceed locally. And, as I said in the first letter, we will not be reinventing the wheel. In other words, we will be proceeding according to the present GBC guidelines and may add or adjust within those parameters. However, if we all feel strongly about something, we may request Sivarama Swami to present a proposal to the GBC body.

Again, I request you to immediately jot down your thoughts while you read this as the basis of your written comments. You could discuss the points with others and do a little research into Srila Prabhupada's statements to augment your comments.

===========================================================================

TOPIC SEVEN - GURU QUALIFICATIONS

This is the most controversial and varied topic that we must deal with. I've heard that there are three things that are inconceivable: guru-tattva, siva-tattva, and hladini sakti. The quotes about the qualifications

of a spiritual master are also varied, some being liberal and some being conservative or difficult. However, within Srila Prabhupada's statements on the subject there seems to be a preponderance of liberal statements, encouraging all of his strict followers to take up the role. I've included

both kinds of quotes, but for one to get the overall jist of what Prabhu-pada said one would have to read many pages of quotes. I recommend that you read The Guru and What Prabhupada Said compiled by Virabahu Das. He deals with all of the issues comprehensively and competently analyses them. Chapters four, five, six, and seven are essential reading. Alternatively, spend time looking through Folio or Siksamrta. I feel that our meeting will be a waste of time unless all of us do our homework and brush-up on these topics. We have to be clear on this issue and understand what Srila Prabhupada said about it. Here are a minute spattering of them:

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

"So there is no bar against anyone; anyone can become a spiritual master provided he knows the science of Krsna. This is the only qualification, and this science in essence is contained in Bhagavad-gita. At the present moment, thousands of spiritual masters are needed to spread this great science throughout the world."
       Raja Vidya Chapter Seven 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

"Every student is expected to become acarya. Acarya means one who knows the scriptural injunctions and follows them practically in life, and teaches them to his disciples..."                  Letter to Tusta Krsna 12-2-75

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

"One should not become a spiritual master unless he has attained the platform of uttama-adhikari. A neophyte Vaisnava or a Vaisnava situated on the intermediate platform can also accept disciples, but such disciples must be on the same platform, and it should be understood that they cannot advance very well toward the ultimate goal of life under his insufficient guidance. Therefore a disciple be carefull to accept an uttama-adhikari as a spiritual master."  



NOI text 5 purport

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

" `How should I become guru? I have no qualification.' Caitanya Mahaprabhu said, `You don't require any qualification. You simply require one qualification, that you repeat the instruction of Bhagavad-gita. That's all.' Yare dekha tare kaha krsna upadesa. That's all. You become guru. Don't adulterate krsna-upadesa like a rascal or nonsense. Present it as it is -- Bhagavad-gita. Then you become guru." 





          Sannyasa Initiation Lecture Mayapura 3-16-76

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

"So one may be very illiterate , no education, no scholarship, may not be born in a brahmana family, or may not be a sannyasi -- there are so many qualifications. He may be rascal number one, but still he can become spiritual master...How? Amara ajnaya! As Krsna says, as Caitanya Mahaprabhu says, if you follow, then you become spiritual master. One may rascal number one from the material estimation, but if he simply follows whatever is said by Caitanya Mahaparbhu or His representative spiritual master, then he becomes a guru."  Vyasa-puja Address, London 8-21-73

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Birbhadra: In the asrama, and before that when you said that a brahmana is... Do you mean, when you say brahmana, do you mean... I mean are they...the devotees who are not pure but...

Prabhupada: Yes, they're also pure devotees because they're following my instruction. Just like a technician, he is expert, but somebody is ass-isting him. So the assistants, because they are following the instruction of the expert, therefore their work is also complete. So it is not necessarily that one has to become pure devotee immediately. Just like we are also following the instruction of our spiritual master. I don't claim that I am pure devotee or perfect, but my only qualification is that I am trying to follow the instruction of the perfect. Similarly... This is called disciplic succession. Just like here it is stated that Krsna is the original spiritual master and Arjuna is the original student. So Arjuna said that sarvam etam rtam manye yad vadasi kesava.  "My dear Krsna, whatever You are saying, I accept in toto," in the Tenth Chapter. "I don't make..." Just like Dr. Radha-Krishnan says, "It is not to Krsna, it is something else." He does not accept in that way....

But if we follow Arjuna and Krsna, then we get the perfect knowledge. We may not be cent percent perfect, but as far as possible, if we follow the instruction as it is, that much perfect. In this way one will get per-fection. So one has to follow. The same example, try to understand, that a perfect, expert technologist or technician or mechanic is working, and somebody is working under his instruction. So this somebody, because he is strictly working under the instruction of the expert, he's also expert. He may not be cent percent expert, but his work is expert. Is that clear? Because he is working under the expert. Do you follow? So if you follow pure devotee, then you are also pure devotee. It may not be one is cent percent pure. Because we are trying to raise ourself from the conditional life. But if we strictly follow the pure devotee, then we are also pure devotee. So far we do, that is pure. So pure devotee does not mean one has to become immediately cent percent pure. But if he sticks to the principle that "We'll follow a pure devotee," then his actions are... He is as good as a pure devotee. 



         SP Lec./BG 68-11-25/LA

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

"This is Caitanya Mahaprabhu's mission, that amara ajnaya guru haya tara ei desa, yanre dekha tare kaha krsna upadesa. This is Caitanya Mahaprabhu's mission, that "I give you order. You, every one of you become a spiritual master." "Oh, I have no qualification. How can I become spiritual master? It requires high knowledge, Sanskrit understanding." No, you don't require anything. Simply you speak Krsna upadesa. What is Krsna upadesa? Krsna 

says, sarva-dharman parityajya mam ekam saranam vraja. You simply go door to door and say, "Please surrender to Krsna. Then you are spiritual master." I have done this. What I have done? I have gone to your country to say this thing, that "Here is Krsna the Supreme Personality of Godhead. You surrender; you become perfect." That is being done. So it is not very difficult to become spiritual master. Simply you have to become very serious and sincere to the service of Krsna."       SP Lec. SB 73-11-04/DEL

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

"The spiritual master's qualification is that he is brahma-nistham, which means that he has given up all other activities and has dedicated his life to working only for the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Krsna... The prime symptom of one who has become a spiritual master in disciplic succession is that he is one hundred percent fixed in bhakti-yoga."     Krsna Book

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

"This is our mission. Everything is there. Caitanya Mahaprabhu says, yare dekha tare kaha krsna upadesa... you simply make your life successful by understanding Bhagavad-gita and preach this. You become guru. So where is the difficulty? Why don't you do that?"       Coversation, Bombay 4-24-77

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

"Sadhu, guru and sastra.  Sadhu means saintly persons, those who have got all those qualities...So those qualities, twenty-six qualities, they are called saintly person. Devotee means to become fully qualified with all the noble qualities.  Devotee does not mean a rascal, at the same time, a devotee.  No.  As soon as you become devotee, the test is that all those twenty-six qualities will develop.  You have to test yourself, "Out of the twenty-six qualities, how much I have developed?"  "If I am lacking," then you must know that you are not developing.  This is the test...(Discussion of the 26 qualities)... Poetic, expert and silent.  One who is too much talkative, that means he's lacking in devotion.  He should simply talk about Krsna, nothing more.  And when he, when one is actually absorbed in Krsna thought, he cannot talk nonsense.  He has no time.  He does not waste time.  So these are the qualities.  Here, he's called sadhu.  Sadhu means these are the qualifications.  Of course, not that we may develop all these qualities immediately, but sadhu means this.  Sadhu means, what is called, pious man.  These are the qualities of pious man, sadhu...By study of scripture, you can develop these qualities...Just like you study some book, and you develop some quality after reading that book, similarly, when you actually have scripture, then you develop all these qualities.  And guru, spiritual master, means who teaches you all these things.

"So you have to make your progress -- sadhu-sastra-guru vakya. You have to corroborate whether guru, what guru is speaking, whether it is there in the scripture.  What scripture is speaking, whether that is in the character of guru, or in the sadhu, saintly persons, or spiritual master.  So you have to always make comparison with three things:  sadhu, sastra, guru.  Nobody can become a spiritual master who has no reference to the scriptures and these qualities.  Nobody can be accepted as a qualified man if one has not developed his character through the scripture under the instruction of guru. So sadhu-sastra-guru.  A sadhu, a guru...  Here Caitanya Mahaprabhu says, sadhu-sastra.  That sadhu includes guru also, because a spiritual master, unless he's a sadhu, he cannot be a guru, cannot be a spiritual master.  And the primary qualification of spiritual master -- that he is completely surrendered to Krsna, completely Krsna conscious person."











   SP Lec. CC 66-11-24/NY

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

"Our Caitanya Mahaprabhu's mission is that, `You become guru.' as I was telling, `And teach, deliver persons where you are.' If you say, `How can I become guru?', there is no difficulty. Simply repeat the words of Bhagavad-gita. That's all. You become guru."             Conversation Bombay 4-24-77

"The qualification of a spiritual master is that he must have realized the conclusions of the scriptures by deliberation and arguements and thus be able to convince others of these conclusions. Such great personalities who have taken shelter of the Supreme Godhead, leaving aside all material considerations, are to be considered as bona fide spiritual masters."










SB 11.3.21 quoted in NOD Ch.7

===========================================================================

Based on what I've heard from Srila Prabhupada, my general feeling is that any devotee who is strictly following the regulative principles including regular kirtan and Bhagavatam class, chants sixteen rounds daily, has firm faith, knows our philosophy, and preaches to others should be encouraged to 

train others and take disciples unless there is some serious defect in his character eg. chronic liar, neurotic behaviour, uncooperative, thief, -rascal, etc. 

Here is an example: I feel that Adikarta Prabhu could've been encouraged to initiate disciples in the UK. Some perhaps felt that he had a few rough edges. Considering that true, with a little help he could've easily rounded them off. Basically, he is a strong devotee: he likes to preach and distribute books, he has maintained a good morning programme, he has been instrumental in bringing people to the movement, he likes kirtan, and he has been a steady and responsible family man. How much more can we expect? 

Still, it seems that no one had even thought of him in that role as far as I am aware. Why not? (Please bear in mind that this is an example. I'm not petitioning for Adikarta Prabhu although I did think of him as a possible candidate)

My point is that we shouldn't have such a lofty idea of guru. A world- acharya may have to be an uttama-adhikari, but someone who simply initiates and trains a few local disciples may not be. There are different levels of gurus as there are different levels of pure devotees:


"A devotee who believes that the holy name of the Lord is identical with the Lord is a pure devotee, even though he may be in the neophyte stage. By his association, others may also become Vaisnavas." Cc.M.15.106p


"The second-class devotee accepts disciples from the section of third-class devotees or non-devotees." SB 2.3.21p

===========================================================================

TOPIC EIGHT - EXAMINATIONS FOR GURUS

The quotes below agree with many of the statements made above dealing with the qualification of the spiritual master, ie. he should know the science of Krsna as given in the sastras, eg. Bhagavad-gita, S.Bhag., etc.  Since this is such an important qualification, certainly it should adopted as a 

necessary prerequisite for future gurus in ISKCON. Here are some quotations

from Srila Prabhupada:

"Next January there will be an examination on this Bhagavad-gita. Papers will be sent by me to all centers, and those securing the minimum passing grade will be given the title as Bhakti-sastri. Similarly, another exam-ination will be held on Lord Caitanya's Appearance Day in February, 1970 and it will be upon Srimad-Bhagavatam and Bhagavad-gita. Those passing will  get the title of Bhakti-vaibhava. Another examination will be held some-times in 1971 on the four books, Bhagavad-gita, Srimad-Bhagavatam, Teach-ings of Lord Caitanya, and Nectar of Devotion. One who will pass this exam-

ination will be awarded with the title of Bhaktivedanta. I want that all of my spiritual sons and daughters will inherit this title of Bhaktivedanta, so that the family transcendental diploma will continue through the generations. Those possessing the title of Bhaktivedanta will be allowed to initiate disciples. Maybe by 1975, all of my disciples will be allowed to initiate and increase the numbers of the generations. That is my program. So we should not simply publish these books for reading by outsiders, but our students must be well versed in all of our books so that we can be prepared to defeat all opposing parties in the matter of self-realization."








SP Letter to Hansaduta 68-12-03

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

"A first examination will be held sometimes next January on Bhagavad-gita As It Is, and those passing will have the degree of Bhakti-sastri. Next year we will hold an examination on Srimad-Bhagavatam, and the person who passes will have the title Bhakti-vaibhava. And the next year we shall hold an examination on Teachings of Lord Caitanya, Nectar of Devotion and Vedanta Sutra, and those who will successfully pass will be awarded with the title of Bhaktivedanta. By 1975, all of those who have passed all of the above examinations will be specifically empowered to initiate and increase the number of the Krishna Consciousness population."








SP Letter to Kirtanananda 69-01-12

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

"The Nectar of Instruction has come out very nice. It is very important and must be immediately read by all devotees. In the near future we shall introduce the Bhakti-sastri examination for second initiation and this shall be one of the required books of study."

    






     SP Letter to Radhavallabha 76-01-05

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

"Also you must see that the brahmanas are given sufficient time to read the books. Soon we shall be introducing the Bhakti-sastri examination which all brahmanas will be expected to pass. It will be based on Bhagavad-gita, NOD, Nectar of Instruction, Isopanisad, and the small paperback books like Easy Journey. A brahmana should be pandita."
    SP Letter to Brisakapi 76-01-07

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

"We have got so many books now and I want all of my disciples to read them carefully. Soon we shall be instituting Bhakti-sastri examinations and all brahmanas will have to pass. So utilize whatever time you find to make a thorough study of my books. Then all your questions will be answered."








           SP Letter to Upendra 76-01-0

===========================================================================

Practically speaking, since we presently have only the Bhakti-sastri exam-ination, we could make it a prerequisite for the present spiritual masters, and when other examinations appear they can sit those as well.

===========================================================================

TOPIC NINE - INTERVIEWING DEVOTEES FOR ACCEPTANCE OF GURUSHIP

I see this as a possible way to encourage devotees to at least begin to think about the future possibility of becoming guru. It is obvious that this was Srila Prabhupada's mood. Ofcourse, the qualifications must be there, but if our godbrothers or godsisters are taking us seriously and encouraging us to become more qualified to take up this responsibility, then that can only help. This is not meant for rubber-stamping anyone, but it can be useful to see who is a possibile candidate in the yatra and to clearly spell-out the guidelines for an individual's future development. 

I have not seen any relavant quotes on this topic as yet. If anyone has any, then please include them in your response. Thank you. Hare Krsna.








Your servant -- Purnacandra Dasa

