ADDENDUM TO THE GURU NOMINATION DISCUSSION PAPER

1) The paper's philosophical basis is not dependent on the first quotation from Satsvarupa Goswami's book, "Sri Caitanya Daya". That quotation is 

there simply to start the discussion and to recognize the traditional process of someone being inspired by a devotee's preaching and subsequently requesting that devotee for initiation even though he may not be known as an initiating guru. There are plenty of recognized examples. Srila Narottama Das Thakura approached Srila Lokanatha Goswami who had no disciples. Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakur also approached Srila Gaurakisor Das Babaji who had no disciples. These acaryas were recognized as great devotees by the Vaisnavas but were not in any institution.  

Our ISKCON procedure must be able to maintain this traditional organic element but at the same time it must have a system to insure our inter-national ISKCON standard. If we are too conservative it will hamper our preaching and if we are too liberal it will allow unqualifed men to take disciples. Therefore we must be spot on.

2) I mentioned in the fourth paragraph of page one, "the constitutional procedure of posting the decision is fine", but I have had second thoughts

about it and would like to discuss it.  

3) The last paragraph reads: 

"If many godbrothers are at least on the list to initiate in the future when qualified then others (and the nominee himself) will naturally think of him in a different way... Certainly all godbrothers are not going to appear to us as spiritual masters but if they are following strictly and inspiring others in their Krsna consciousness then why not let them get on with it?"

The idea is that we should basically accept the fact that all of Srila Prabhupada's disciples in good standing are potential spiritual masters but will probably require some adjustments, training, counselling (good ol' Krsna conscious counselling --- not necessarily new age techniques --- but done with love, care, sensitivity, and open-heartedness --- however this may a new technique for us) and a period of time to monitor those adjustments. I also mentioned an On-Going Support Group. This will give us all much more strength both individually and collectively. Needless to say, 

if a godbrother doesn't want to take disciples then fine, but we should at least encourage him to do so.

