So there is no bar against anyone; anyone can become a spiritual master provided he knows the science of Krsna. This is the only qualification, and this science in essence is contained in Bhagavad-gita. At the present moment, thousands of spiritual masters are needed to spread this great science throughout the world.








Raja Vidya Chapter Seven 

Birbhadra: In the asrama, and before that when you said that a brahmana is... Do you mean, when you say brahmana, do you mean... I mean are they...the devotees who are not pure but...

Prabhupada: Yes, they're also pure devotees because they're following my instruction. Just like a technician, he is expert, but somebody is ass-isting him. So the assistants, because they are following the instruction of the expert, therefore their work is also complete. So it is not necessarily that one has to become pure devotee immediately. Just like we are also following the instruction of our spiritual master. I don't claim that I am pure devotee or perfect, but my only qualification is that I am trying to follow the instruction of the perfect. Similarly... This is called disciplic succession. Just like here it is stated that Krsna is the original spiritual master and Arjuna is the original student. So Arjuna said that sarvam etam rtam manye yad vadasi kesava.  "My dear Krsna, whatever You are saying, I accept in toto," in the Tenth Chapter. "I don't make..." Just like Dr. Radha-Krishnan says, "It is not to Krsna, it is something else." He does not accept in that way....

But if we follow Arjuna and Krsna, then we get the perfect knowledge. We may not be cent percent perfect, but as far as possible, if we follow the instruction as it is, that much perfect. In this way one will get per-fection. So one has to follow. The same example, try to understand, that a perfect, expert technologist or technician or mechanic is working, and somebody is working under his instruction. So this somebody, because he is strictly working under the instruction of the expert, he's also expert. He may not be cent percent expert, but his work is expert. Is that clear? Because he is working under the expert. Do you follow? So if you follow pure devotee, then you are also pure devotee. It may not be one is cent percent pure. Because we are trying to raise ourself from the conditional life. But if we strictly follow the pure devotee, then we are also pure devotee. So far we do, that is pure. So pure devotee does not mean one has to become immediately cent percent pure. But if he sticks to the principle that "We'll follow a pure devotee," then his actions are... He is as good as a pure devotee. 
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This is Caitanya Mahaprabhu's mission, that amara ajnaya guru haya tara ei desa, yanre dekha tare kaha krsna upadesa. This is Caitanya Mahaprabhu's mission, that "I give you order. You, every one of you become a spiritual master." "Oh, I have no qualification. How can I become spiritual master? It requires high knowledge, Sanskrit understanding." No, you don't require anything. Simply you speak Krsna upadesa. What is Krsna upadesa? Krsna says, sarva-dharman parityajya mam ekam saranam vraja. You simply go door to door and say, "Please surrender to Krsna. Then you are spiritual master." I have done this. What I have done? I have gone to your country to say this thing, that "Here is Krsna the Supreme Personality of Godhead. You surrender; you become perfect." That is being done. So it is not very difficult to become spiritual master. Simply you have to become very serious and sincere to the service of Krsna. 
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Srila Prabhupada: Sadhu, guru and sastra.  Sadhu means saintly persons, those who have got all those qualities.  Where is that paper?  Are you using that paper which has been supplied to you?  Good qualification of devotees? What are those?  Can you say, any of you?  Where is that paper?

Disciple:  It's on the inside of the drawer there.

Prabhupada:  Oh, not with you?  It is in the book.  "Oh, my knowledge is in the book."  No.  You should learn.  Everyone is missing.  So how you can become saintly person?  So those qualities, twenty-six qualities, they are called saintly person. Devotee means to become fully qualified with all the noble qualities.  Devotee does not mean a rascal, at the same time, a devotee.  No.  As soon as you become devotee, the test is that all those twenty-six qualities will develop.  You have to test yourself, "Out of the twenty-six qualities, how much I have developed?"  "If I am lacking," then you must know that you are not developing.  This is the test.  What are the qualities? Paul, you have got the copy?

Paul:  Yes.

Prabhupada:  What are the qualities?

Paul:  "Kind to everyone."

Prabhupada:  Kind to everyone.  Yes.  Then, go on.

Paul:  "Does not quarrel with anyone.  Fixed up in the Absolute Truth."

Prabhupada:  Yes.

Paul:  "Equal to everyone."

Prabhupada:  Yes.

Paul:  "Spotless, faultless, charitable, mild, clean, simple, benevolent, peaceful, completely attached to Krsna, no material hankerings, meek, steady, self-controlled, does not eat more than required..."

Prabhupada:  Does not eat more than required.  Yes.

Paul:  "...sane, respectful, humble, grave, compassionate, friendly, poetic, expert..."

Prabhupada:  Poetic, expert and silent.  One who is too much talkative, that means he's lacking in devotion.  He should simply talk about Krsna, nothing more.  And when he, when one is actually absorbed in Krsna thought, he cannot talk nonsense.  He has no time.  He does not waste time.  So these are the qualities.  Here, he's called sadhu.  Sahdu means these are the qualifications.  Of course, not that we may develop all these qualities immediately, but sadhu means this.  Sadhu means, what is called, pious man.  These are the qualities of pious man, sadhu.  And sastra.  Sastra means the scripture.  By study of scripture, you can develop these qualities.  That is called scripture.  That is authorized scripture.  Just like you study some book, and you develop some quality after reading that book, similarly, when you actually have scripture, then you develop all these qualities.  And guru, spiritual master, means who teaches you all these things.

 So you have to make your progress--sadhu- sastra-guru vakya.  You have to corroborate whether guru, what guru is speaking, whether it is there in the scripture.  What scripture is speaking, whether that is in the character of guru, or in the sadhu, saintly persons, or spiritual master.  So you have to always make comparison with three things:  sadhu, sastra, guru.  Nobody can become a spiritual master who has no reference to the scriptures and these qualities.  Nobody can be accepted as a qualified man, he has not, if one has not developed his character through the scripture under the instruction of guru. So sadhu-sastra-guru.  A sadhu, a guru...  Here Caitanya Mahaprabhu says, sadhu-sastra.  That sadhu includes guru also, because a spiritual master, unless he's a sadhu, he cannot be a guru, cannot be a spiritual master.  And the primary qualification of spiritual master--that he is completely surrendered to Krsna, completely Krsna conscious person.
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