


There is a story which criticizes the mentality of people who are in a situation that does not depend on modern technology but who are trying to blindly copy modern, technological advancement.  There was once an Indian man who came to  the  west knowing only three English words - yes, no and "vedy good."  One day a policeman  who  was investigating the theft of a  car  questioned  the 


proud  immigrant.  The policeman said to the man, "Did you  steal  the car?" - "Yes!"  "Are you going to give it back?" - "No!"  "So then  we are  going   to throw you in jail!" - "Vedy good!" MORAL: We have to take  advantage of  our  fortunate  situation, and take to  Krsna  consciousness  thus perfecting our lives.





There  was  a story that one man was drinking.  In India  drinking  is considered  a great sin, so his friend advised him, "Because  you  are drinking,  you  will  go to hell!"  He replied, "Oh,  my  father  also drinks."  So his friend said, "Then your father will also go to hell!" And he replied, "Oh, my brother also drinks." - "Then he will also  go to  hell!"  In this way he continued to say my father, my brother,  my sister,  my  this, my that.  And his friend was replying,  "Yes,  they will also go to hell!"  Then the man said, "Oh, then this hell is like heaven!   Because  if we are all drinking here, and we can  all  drink there,  what is the hell? - That is heaven!"  MORAL: This is the  men�tality of the atheist who has no idea of the kingdom of God.  His idea of pleasure is simply a relief from suffering.





Lord  Siva  and his consort Parvati were once passing through  a  town disguised  as ordinary people.  On their way, they passed a beggar  in the  street. "This poor man is begging, so why don't  you  give  him something,"  Parvati said to Lord Siva.  "Even if I give, he will  not be  able  to enjoy.  He is so unfortunate," Lord Siva  answered.   But Parvati  again requested him to give the man something, so  Lord  Siva consented.  "Take this," Lord Siva said to the man, and he gave him  a 


watermelon containing a great treasure of gold and jewels.  On receiv�ing  the watermelon, the beggar thought, "What shall I do with  this?"  And  he sold the watermelon to the man for only a few  cents.   MORAL:  We  are as unfortunate as the beggar.  Krsna is giving perfect  knowl�edge, but like the beggar, we are not taking advantage.





A deaf man used to call his wife.  She would reply, "I am coming," but the  deaf  man could not hear her.  He used to think, "This  woman  is deaf."   In actuality, he was deaf, but he accused her of being  deaf.  MORAL:  This is similar to the mass of people who are  brainwashed  by material  illusion and yet who accuse the Krsna conscious  persons  of being brainwashed.





Once  a  disciple of Jesus was dying of starvation.  He  asked  Jesus, "What  should  I do?"  Jesus said, "You should fast."   With  complete faith in the order of his spiritual master, he fasted for a number  of days.   Some, however, were shocked by Jesus's advice that a  starving man  should  fast,  and so they left Jesus.  After  some  days,  Jesus ordered that a drink made of milk, butter and honey be brought to  his disciple.   The disciple received the drink with great enthusiasm  but was ordered by Jesus to not drink but to hold the cup to his lip  with his  mouth  open.  Some were disgusted by Jesus's  seemingly  appaling behaviour,  but  the starving disciple carried  out  his  instructions  faithfully.  After some time a large tapeworm emerged from the  starv�ing  man's mouth.  Jesus took two rocks and killed the  tapeworm,  and pulled it from his disciples stomach.  "Now feed him," Jesus  ordered.  MORAL:   The guru knows what is best, even though it may not be  clear to us.





Once there was a hunter chasing a fox and he caught it was just  about to  kill  it  when he saw the king approaching.  As  fox  hunting  was illegal, he put the fox inside his coat and kept him there.  The  king greeted him and began to talk to him, asking him how he was.  "How are you  today?"  "Oh, I am very good, your majesty."  The king  discussed the  weather and different topics with the hunter, who  remained  com�pletely  cool the whole time.  He never even slightly acted like  any�


thing was amiss.  And then the king left.  As soon as the king was out of  sight, the hunter fell into two pieces on the ground, as  the  fox had eaten him in half.  MORAL:  We should always reveal our minds  and never keep problems to ourselves, masking them over, otherwise we will have difficulty in Krsna consciousness. 





Prior  to  the  18th century, the church had a  great  influence  over Europe, especially the catholic monasteries where the monks  performed austerities.  But the monasteries dwindled as time went on, and gradu�ally they became historic sites.  One such monastery was inhabited  by an  order of monks who had previously consisted of many branches,  but now  only one monastery remained, with only five monks  living  there, and  all of them were over seventy years old.  The abbot  was  worried that  the order would be lost, so he was trying to make recruits,  but all his efforts were going in vain. The monastery was situated on  the edge  of  a forest, and people used to come there to picnic.   In  the 


forest  was  a hut which was visited by a rabbi.  They  all  knew  the rabbi,  and also they knew the times when he visited the hut.  So  one time  when  the  abbot came, the abbot thought to go  and  visit  him.  "Maybe  he can give me some advice about how to save the  order."   So the  abbot went there and when he arrived he and the  rabbi  embraced.  They  were  glad  to see each other, and they began  to  discuss  deep spiritual  topics.  So he was just about to leave when  he  remembered the  purpose of his visit.  "Can you give me any advice about  how  to save  the order?"  So the rabbi said, "Well to tell the truth, I  also have  the same problem.  No one is interested in coming to  the  syna�gogue.   I  can't really help you."  So the abbot was  just  about  to leave when the rabbi said to him, "I do know one thing, however.   One of you is the new messiah." This cryptic answer confused the rabbi and he  returned to the monastery.  He related his meeting with the  rabbi to  all  the other monks, and told them of the cryptic answer  he  had received.   From then on, all of the monks began to think,  "I  wonder which  one  of us is the new messiah?  Maybe it's  Brother  Frederick, he's so strong willed.  Or maybe it's Brother Peter, he's very shy and humble, always willing to lend a hand."  And then they began to think.  "It  couldn't be me, could it?  I mean, God, would have to  be  pretty 


hard  up to pick me as the new messiah."  So, thinking like this,  the monks all began to act very nicely towards one another, as they didn't want  to commit any offence if one of their Godbrothers might  be  the new messiah.  And they also began to act in a very dignified way them�selves,  just in case they themselves were the new messiah.   And  the people  who  came and picnicked by the monastery at the  edge  of  the forest  also began to come and pray in the monastery.  They noticed  a change  of  mood  in the monastery, that the monks  were  acting  very reverentially towards their Godbrothers, and that they seemed to  have a  very  nice relationship.  The people also noticed  that  the  monks themselves also appeared very dignified, and seemed to be emanating an aura. The people noticed this distinct change, and  sometimes  they would talk with the monks.  One man decided that he wanted to  experi�ence  what the monks were experiencing, so he joined up.   His  friend came along to see what he was up to, and he also joined.  In this  way the  monastery  built up again.  MORAL:  If we can act  nicely  toward each  other and behave nicely ourselves, then people will  become  at�tracted.





Once there was a woman carrying a basket of bricks on her head,  work�ing  on  a building site.  She was walking along but then  the  basket fell from her head.  She began crying uncontrollably and loudly chant�ing  Visnu's  name.   So earnestly did she call out  to  the  Lord  He thought,  "I had better go," and he appeared on the scene.   "What  do you  want," the Lord asked the woman.  "Please put the basket back  on my  head," replied the woman.  "But I can give you liberation!  I  can 


give  you  your  own planet, and all you want is for me  to  put  this basket  on your head?"  The woman replied, "Yes, just put  the  basket back on my head so I can continue my service."  MORAL:  Help is there, but we don't take advantage.  Or, people are approaching Krsna for the wrong things.





Once  there was an old man and a young boy who were travelling with  a donkey. The  young man was leading the donkey and the  old  man  was riding on the donkey.  When they passed through a small village,  some of  the townspeople yelled abuse, "Look at this old man taking  advan�tage  of this poor young boy!  What a rascal!"  After they had  passed through  the  village,  the old man said, "We had  better  swap  over, otherwise  they  will  abuse us in the next village."   So  then  they swapped with the old man leading and the young boy riding.  But in the next  village  also they got criticized, "Look at  this  selfish  boy, taking  advantage of his grandfather.  He should let the old man  ride on the donkey."  So then they both got off and led the donkey, but  in the next village the people yelled out, "Look at these two stupid peo�ple!   They  have a donkey, but they are choosing  to  walk  instead!"  Then the old man concluded, "Actually, it doesn't matter what you  do, people will always be critical."





There  is  a story of two holy men who were walking on a  road.   They came to a chest-deep river which had no bridge.  As they were about to wade through, a woman came up and asked them to help her over.  One of the monks let her climb onto his shoulder, forded the river, and  then put  her  down.   The two sadhus continues on their  way  in  silence.  After  an hour or two, the monk who had not carried the woman  blurted out, "Brother, how is it that you allowed yourself to be touched by  a woman?"   Surprised, his companion turned to him and replied, "I  only carried  her  across the river, but you have carried her all  the  way here in your mind."  





Two pots, one of earthenware and one of brass, were standing  together on the riverbank, and were swept away by the current.  The earthenware pot looked very uneasy in case it should be broken, but the brass  pot told  him not to worry as he would take care of him.  "Oh," cried  the other  pot, "please keep as far away from me as you can.  It is you  I am  afraid of!  For whether the current knocks me against you  or  you against me, I shall be the one to break, so please do not let us  come 


near to one another."  MORAL:  Choose your association wisely.





There  was  once a dog who was so mischievous that his master  had  to hang  a heavy piece of wood around his neck to stop it  biting  people and  chasing them.  The stupid dog mistook the wood for a  medal,  and grew so conceited about it that he looked down in scorn upon all other dogs  and refused to have anything to do with them.  MORAL:   This  is the  position of the living entity who desires to enjoy seperate  from Krsna.   He  recieves this material body which is a bad  bargain,  but 


actually he thinks himself to be God.





