* Wise rulers of all states should take lessons from Maharaja Pariksit in how to maintain peace and morality by subduing the upstarts and quarrelsome people who indulge in wine, illicit connection with women, gambling and meat-eating supplied by regularly maintained slaughterhouses. In this age of Kali, regular license is issued for maintaining all of these different departments of quarrel. So how can they expect peace and morality in the state?





* Bhismadeva advised for all human beings nine qualifications: (1) not to become angry, (2) not to lie, (3) to equally distribute wealth, (4) to forgive, (5) to beget children only by one's legitimate wife, (6) to be pure in mind and hygienic in body, (7) not to be inimical toward anyone, (8) to be simple, and (9) to support servants or subordinates.





Bhisma explained to Yudhistira M., that in Satya-Yuga no necessity to rule over the citizens.


- after some time good qualities of people deminished - all the demigods went to Brahma in order to the receive instructions on how to rule over people.


- Brahma delivered 100.000 Slokas - only Siva could understand them.


- Siva reduced these slokas to 50.000 and instructed Indra . who could only understand them.


- Indra reduced them to 25.000 Slokas and instructed Prithu M. - who ruled succesfully over the citizens





* Prthu Maharaja advises that without the benediction of the Supreme Lord, one cannot make advancement--either in so-called morality, economic development or sense gratification. One should therefore take to the service of the Lord, or Krsna consciousness, and thus very soon become a perfect man.





* king - famous by his acts of charity, performances of yajnas, protection of the surrendered, etc. 


- proud - to give protection - isvara-bhava (factual power to give protection in a righteous cause)


- Bhagavad-gita - Krishna instructs to surrender unto Him - promises all protection. 


- Lord is all-powerful and true to His word, and therefore He never fails to give protection to His different devotees. The king, being the representative of the Lord, must possess this attitude of giving protection to the surrendered souls at all risk.





BYGONE AGES KINGS WERE NOT ORDINARY RULERS





When king aschended to the throne, he became all-powerful with 8 opulences - asta-vibhutibhih


- kings were called rajarsis (kings who were also great sages).


- according to vedic civilization, king is supposed to be repres. of the Lord - nara-narayana 


   (the Supreme Lord appears in human society as king)





DUTIES OF A KING





posana - sufficient food to feed all citizens


prinana - distribute gifts to the citizens to satisfy them


upalalana - call meetings and satisfy the citizens with sweet words


anusasana - good instructions on how to become first-class citizen





Kali-Yuga - monarchy is abolished - kings themselves are subjected to influence of Kali


EXAMPLE- Maharaja Pariksit + Kali....








tatas canudinam dharmah - satyam saucam ksama daya 


kalena balina rajan - nanksyaty ayur balam smrtih 


      "In the Kali�yuga [the present age of quarrel and hypocrisy] the following things will diminish: religion, truthfulness, cleanliness, mercy, duration of life, bodily strength, and memory." 


-------------------------------------------------------------------------





The  four sinful activities (eating meat,  intoxication,  illicit sex,  gambling) are actually considered to be forms  of  madness.  There  is  a very old story concerning one very  old  yogi  named Chavanna, a great mystic.  He was once approached by two demigods who  were known as the Asvini-kumaras.  They approached  him  be�cause  Indra  was refusing them their share  of  sacrifices.   In those days people used to sacrifice to demigods, and those sacri�fices would be accepted by the demigods as their food in the form of amrta or nectar.  Indra wasn't letting the Asvini-kumaras take their rightful share of the Amrta, so they came to Chavanna Muni, who  was a great, powerful yogi, and they requested,  "Please  do something  so  that Indra will give us our share."   So  Chavanna Muni  created a demon called "Madha" or "Crazy."  Madha  attacked Indra  and gave him a real rough time.  Indra was forced to  sub�mit,  in  order to defeat Madha he had to surrender  to  Chavanna 


Muni.   "All right," he said, "I'll give them their share of  the nectar, don't worry."  And then Chavanna allowed Indra to  defeat the demon, and Indra did this with his Vadra, thunderbolt weapon.  He  cut the demon into four pieces, and because that demon was  a mystic  creation, those four pieces seperated and pervaded  human consciousness.   Rather  than  just falling onto  the  ground  as bloody  lumps,  they transformed into subtle influences  on  con�sciousness.  And these four parts of the demon Madha, or "madness personified"  became meat-eating, intoxication, illicit  sex  and gambling.   These are the symptoms of madness.  And when a  human takes up these activities, his consciousness becomes distorted.


------------------------------------------------------------------------





---- the sages of Naimisaranya were anxious to hear about the qualities of M. Pariksit





* The pious kings were not merciful to dacoits and thieves in the name of non-violence.





dharma-pratipaksah ("opponents of religious principles") refers not to a particular faith, but to varnasrama-dharma





Sages wanted to hear about Pariksit M.





“The Supreme Personality of Godhead, the controller of both the transcendental and mundane worlds, has graciously overtaken me in the form of a brahmana's curse. Due to my being too much attached to family life, the Lord, in order to save me, has appeared before me in such a way that only out of fear I will detach myself from the world.” 


   O brahmanas, just accept me as a completely surrendered soul, and let mother Ganges, the representative of the Lord, also accept me in that way, for I have already taken the lotus feet of the Lord into my heart. Let the snake�bird��or whatever magical thing the brahmana created��bite me at once. I only desire that you all continue singing the deeds of Lord Visnu. 


 


      Maharaja Pariksit, although born in a family of great devotees, the Pandavas, and although securely trained in transcendental attachment for the association of the Lord, still found the allurement of mundane family life so strong that he had to be detached by a plan of the Lord. Such direct action is taken by the Lord in the case of a special devotee. Maharaja Pariksit could understand this by the presence of the topmost transcendentalists in the universe. The Lord resides with His devotees, and therefore the presence of the great saints indicated the presence of the Lord. The King therefore welcomed the presence of the great rsis as a mark of favor of the Supreme Lord. 


-----------------------------------------------------------








One time Astavakra Muni came to the court of King Janaka.  People began  to  laugh  because of his weird bodily  shape.   But  King Janaka  observed all the etiquette of a receiving a saintly  per�son.   Astavakra Muni sat on the throne, and the king sat at  his feet and began inquiring.  Especially he asked, "Why is  everyone remaining  in  Maya?"   So then Astavakra Muni  jumped  from  the throne and embraced one of the pillars in the throne room,  yell�ing,  "Help!  Help!"  Everyone thought he had gone mad, until  he explained, "This is the position of the deluded souls.  They want help but they don't want to let go of sense gratification."





Just after the demigods had been successful in a battle with  the demons,  Indradeva decided to make some renovations to his  home.  He called Visvakarma, the architect of the demigods, and began to 


instruct Visvakarma how he wanted the palace to look.  After some time Visvakarma became very anxious to get back to his home,  and so he prayed to Brahma to make some arrangement, as Indradeva was keeping  him there for a long duration.  Brahmaji then prayed  to Lord  Visnu,  and Lord Visnu made an arrangement to come  to  the court  of  Indra  along with the sage Romasa  Muni.  Romasa  Muni apeared  there carrying an umbrella.  The Lord arranged  that  he would  have a conversation with the muni while Indra was  listen�ing.  When Visnu looked at his chest he saw that although it  was covered  with  hair, there was a bald patch in the  middle.   The Lord  inquired  from the sage, "Tell me great sage, what  is  the reason  for this curious phenomenon on your chest?"  "At the  end of every cosmic annihilation," the muni replied, "one Indra dies, and  when one Indra dies one of these hairs falls out.  When  all the  hairs  have fallen out, then I will be able to  go  back  to 


Vaikuntha."   "And what is the reason for this  umbrella,"  Visnu further  inquired.   The sage answered, "I see no  necessity  for making  any sort of permanent home here, because my stay  in  the material world is short.  I simply carry this unbrella.  This  is my home."  Indra then understood that there was no use in  making any  permanent plans in this material world, and so  he  released 


Visvakarma.


---------------------------------------------------------------





- people are very fond of the pattern of Rama-rajya - even today politicians form a party called Rama-rajya - but unfortunately they have no obedience to Lord Rama. 


- kingdom of God without God


- good government can exist only citizens and govern�ment is like that exemplified by Ramacandra. - Ramacandra ruled kingdom exactly like father...


- this is actual human civilization. People must be trained according to varnasrama occupational du�ties....


- catur-varnyam maya srstam guna-karma-vibhagasah: 


- first principle for good government - it must institute this varnasrama system. 


- purpose of varnasrama is to enable people to become Krsna conscious. 


- Simply enforcing laws and ordinances cannot make the citizens obedient and lawful. That is impossible. Throughout the entire world there are so many states, legislative assemblies and parliaments, but still the citizens are rogues and thieves.... 


- not enforcement - citizens must be trained. 


- there are schools and colleges to train students to become engineers, lawyers or specialists in many other departments of knowl�edge, there must be schools and colleges to train students to become brahmanas, ksatriyas, vaisyas, sudras, brahmacaris, grhasthas, vanaprasthas and sannyasis. 








If people take to this sankirtana movement of chanting Hare Krsna, Hare Rama, they will certainly be freed from the contamination of Kali-yuga, and the people of this age will be happy, as people were in Satya-yuga, the golden age. Anyone, anywhere, can easily take to this Hare Krsna movement; one need only chant the Hare Krsna maha-mantra, observe the rules and regulations, and stay free from the contamination of sin�ful life. Even if one is sinful and cannot give up sinful life immediately, if he chants the Hare Krsna maha-mantra with devotion and faith he will certainly be freed from all sinful activities, and his life will be successful. Param vijayate sri-krsna-sankirtanam. This is the blessing of Lord Ramacandra, who has appeared in this age of Kali as Lord Gaurasundara.
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