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Towards an Understanding of Da�€s

Martin Gansten

Introduction

The purpose of this paper is to share a few thoughts on the interpretation of Viˆ�ottar… da�€ periods, based on classical sources and illustrated with chart examples from real life. The idea of com​piling and reviewing the statements of classical authors on da�€ interpretation arose gradually from a personal dissatisfaction with the occasionally erra​tic performance of da�€s, and was finally triggered by a recent (August, 2000) discussion on the Sidereal Astrology list, where the overall validity of da�€s was called into question on the basis of their (mis)use in the hands of modern astrologers.


While inexacti​tude, ignorance, and post factum rationalisa​tions are pheno​mena all too common among both Hindu and western astrologers, I believe that da�€s when correctly employed do describe major life events clearly more often than is likely to be the result of chance. The task before us is therefore to weed out the misunderstandings and misapplications of da�€s, and if possible to refine them to the point where they become a precision tool.


This paper does not purport to present such an ultimate truth on da�€s, but merely to provide a few starting-points for further investigation, based on the three standard ‘means of knowledge’ of ancient Indian epistemology:

1. Tradition (€gama) – in this case, the classics of Hindu astrology;

2. Reason (tarka) – without which tradition can never be properly assimilated;

3. Observation (pratyak�a) – the final arbiter of every hypothesis.

My thanks are due to Tommy Larsen, a good friend and very able astrologer, through whom many of the ideas presented in these pages first came to my notice. I hope they will serve the community of astrologers.

Abbreviations and terminology

The following abbreviations have been employed for texts cited:

BPHS
B�hatp€r€�arahor€�€stra [R]

GK

GuŠ€kara (as quoted by V.S. Sastri in JP)

HS

Hor€s€ra [R]

JP

J€takap€rij€ta [R]

JT

J€takatattva [S]

LP

Laghup€r€�ar… aka U�ud€yaprad…pa [S]

PD

Prajñ€nad…pik€ [Kadalangudi Publications]

PhD

Phalad…pik€ [R]

SC

Sarv€rthacint€maŠi [S]

SV

S€r€val… [R]

VM

Vidy€m€dhav…ya [all-Sanskrit, University of Mysore ed.]

[R] = text edition published by Ranjan Publications

[S] = text edition published by Sagar Publications

Of the five da�€ levels enumerated in the BPHS, only the first two have been discussed below. These have been referred to throughout as mah€da�€ and antarda�€ respectively.

1. Technical issues

Viˆ�ottar… and other nak�atra-based da�€s are, as a rule, calculated from the position of the Moon. A few classical authors, however, mention the option of da�€ calculation from the Asc.
 In my own practice, I have occasionally come across charts with a weak Moon (whether by sign or house placement, etc.), where the da�€s reckoned from the Asc have yielded markedly better results. I would therefore suggest that this possibility be kept in mind while evaluating the workability of the da�€ system, although it will not be treated more exhaustively here.


While unanimous on the basics of da�€ calculation as such (e.g., rulerships and durations of da�€s), astrologers are nevertheless divided on a number of technical issues which all affect these calculations. The most important questions are:

A. Where is the Moon?
This really has two parts:

I. Parallax

The size of the Earth in relation to its distance from the Sun or the planets is so insignifi​cant that for all practical purposes, it may be treated as a point with no magnitude. This means that when an imaginary line is drawn from the Earth through the body of a planet and projected onto the zodiac (which is what we do when determining the zodiacal ‘posi​tion’ of the planet), it doesn’t really matter whether the starting point of that line is London, Tokyo, Melbourne, or the centre of the Earth: the discrepancies will be negligible.


Such, however, is not the case with the Moon. As the Moon is much nearer to the Earth than any other heavenly body, the variation in its zodiacal position as observed from different locations will be greater. The discrepancy between the Moon’s geocentric and topocentric positions (as calculated from the centre of the Earth or from any place on the Earth’s surface, respectively) may be as great as 1°, throwing da�€ calculations off by as much as 18 months. This phenomenon is known as lunar parallax.


For simplicity’s sake, and perhaps also out of ignorance or lack of good software (for ephemerides do not give topocentric positions), most astrologers today use the geocentric position of the Moon. But the importance attached to the Asc and other houses, which depend absolutely on the place of birth, show that the astrological per​spective is in fact wholly topo​centric. Viewing the astrological houses from the actual place of birth, but the Moon from a point hundreds of miles into the Earth, hardly makes sense. Topocentric longitude has therefore been uniformally adopted in the examples below. (Classical texts, unfortunately, do not address the question of geocentric vs. topo​centric da�€ calcu​lation.)

II. Ayan€ˆ�a

The debates over the exact ayan€ˆ�a or rate of precession – i.e., the difference between the tropical and sidereal zodiacs – are too well-known to be entered into here. Suffice it to say that all examples given herein are based on the value of K.S. Krishnamurti, which in my experience gives the best results, and which is quite close to the very popular Lahiri or Caitrapak�a value (the difference being about 6' of arc).

B. Time or space?
Given that the ruling da�€ at birth is determined by the Moon’s position in a given nak�atra, should the balance of that da�€ correspond:

a) to the longitude yet to be covered by the Moon in that nak�atra (proportional to the total longitude of 13°20'), or

b) to the time remaining of the Moon’s stay in that nak�atra (proportional to the total duration of that stay, which will vary with the velocity of the Moon)?

The answer to this question is not obvious. Some classical authors at least seem to have applied the second method
 – natural enough, since the beginning and ending times of the Moon’s transit through the nak�atras form part of the pañc€​‰ga, or brahminical calendar. But Par€�ara, when dealing with Viˆ�ottar…, merely says:

The da�€ duration is multiplied by the [portion] travelled in the constellation and divided by the extent of the constellation. The result is the expired years, etc., of the da�€; the balance is [this result] sub​tracted from the [total] duration.

The expressions used here could refer to either time or space. Moreover, when dealing with K€lacakra da�€ (another nak�atra-based system) later on in the same chapter, Par€​�ara explicitly describes both methods, without stating any preference:

The [constellational] quarter’s own duration in years, multiplied by the expired gha˜…s,
 etc., and divided by a quarter of the extent of the constellation, are the expired [years, etc., of the da�€]; the balance is [this result] sub​tracted from the [total] duration.


[Or else], the expired minutes of arc of the Moon’s position, multiplied by the [con​stellational quarter’s] own duration in years  and divided by two hundred
 are the expired years, etc., [of the da�€]; the learned should understand the balance [by subtrac​tion] from that.

The impression may thus be formed that both methods yield the same, or at least quite similar, results. The time/longitude option, however, is quite as critical as the geocent​ric/topocentric one; and like the latter, it may work either way: the da�€ balance does not automatically increase or decrease with one or the other option. In this paper, again based on practical experience, longitudinal calculation has been employed.

C. What is a year?
The number of years assigned to each da�€ ruler is fixed; but what is a year? The question is not so odd as it may at first seem: the Hindu calendar knows several year definitions, most of which have in modern times been suggested for use with da�€s:

a)  Sauram€na: the solar year. Strictly speaking, there are two varieties of this: 

i.  The tropical (s€yana), which is the time from one vernal equinox to the next (or from one summer solstice to the next, etc.) – in other words, the true time taken by the Earth to complete a revolution of the Sun.

ii.  The sidereal (nirayaŠa), which is the time taken by the Sun to complete one apparent revolution of the zodiac. Due to precession, this year will be slightly longer than the tropical; but the difference during a lifetime is negligible.

b)  C€ndram€na: the lunar, or more correctly, soli-lunar year. This is defined by twelve synodic revolutions (generally from one New Moon to the next), period​ically adjusted to the solar year by the insertion of an intercalary month.

c)  N€k�atram€na: a lunar year defined by twelve sidereal (zodiacal) revolutions of the Moon.

d)  Savanam€na: a civil year of 360 days.

e)  B€rhaspatyam€na: the Jovian year, or the mean transit of Jupiter through one zodiacal sign.

Classical authors are generally silent on the question of which year definition to adopt for da�€s, though Mantre�vara explicitly advocates the (sidereal) solar year.
 The solar year, which has been used throughout in this paper, is also the only definition which may be called a natural unit of time; indeed, the other ‘years’ are so called merely on the strength of roughly corre​sponding to the solar one. 

D. What is a house?
The question of house division, though not part of da�€ calculation per se, is neverthe​less an area of dissension among astrologers which directly affects the evaluation of da�€ calculation models. For instance, a believer in equal houses will find no satisafaction in seeing natives with Cancer rising often having children in the antarda�€s of Venus, and may therefore find fault with his variables of da�€ calculation. An adherent to unequal houses, on the other hand, will find such circumstances only natural when the 5th house cusp falls in Libra, making Venus the 5th house lord – as is often the case when Cancer rises in northern latitudes.


This is not the place for a detailed discussion of the respective merits of various house systems. Suffice it therefore to say that the classical authors to whom we look for instruction on da�€s generally presuppose the use of unequal houses, calculated accord​ing to the spatio-ecliptical hybrid system of ®r…pati (corresponding to western Porphyry cusps).
 The house cusps used in this paper are those of the temporal system commonly named after Alcabitius, which yields cusps quite close to those of ®r…pati, but which is more internally consistent and produces more exact results with directions and transits.


Some Hindu astrologers routinely count houses not only from the natal Asc, but from the Moon, the Sun, and several mathematically derived points as well, and some​times in a number of divisional charts – all the while using whole-sign houses and ignoring degrees. Not surprisingly, they often come up with ‘hits.’ I do not believe that this is how da�€s, or astrology in general, are supposed to work. If we are to have alternative houses at all, they must serve to define matters more precisely, to reduce the possibilities rather than endlessly multiplying them. Some thoughts on how this may be achieved will be presented in section 5 below.

Finally, a note on the use and limitations of Viˆ�ottar… da�€. In beginning his delineation of the dozens of da�€ systems found in the BPHS, Par€�ara has this to say:

Da�€s are of many kinds. Among them, Viˆ�ottar… is considered foremost ... That a full span of life is one hundred and twenty [years] (viˆ�ottara-�atam) has been explained earlier. In Kali[yuga], therefore, Viˆ�ottar… is the foremost da�€, O best of the twice-born!

The 120-year cycle of Viˆ�ottar… is thus explicitly linked to the theoretical maximum longevity in this ‘fallen age’ of man.
 In other words, the da�€ system is designed to apply to events experienced during the lifetime of one human individual. This does not preclude the use of da�€s in horary (pra�na) charts, as is seen from several classic​al texts;
 but it does call into question the practice of some modern authors of applying Viˆ�ottar… to the ‘birth charts’ of nations, etc. – which in any case are often largely speculative.

2. Nature of results

The basic premise of any da�€ system is that a planet during its period should manifest whatever it indicates in the horoscope. Conversely, this means that in order to read da�€ results correctly, one must first have mastered radix interpretation. Mantre�vara writes:

The results which were stated [for any planet] under Definitions; which were described in the verses relating to k€rakas; which were delineated with regard to livelihood and in the consideration of illnesses; the results arising from the aspect or conjunction of any [planet] or produced by the conjunction of house rulers; as well as the results of the house posi​tions of house rulers – [all this] should now be stated in the da�€ [of that planet].

These various results may be divided into two categories: those arising from the planet’s con​stant or natural significations, and those arising from its house connection. Par€�ara makes the following distinction between the two:

General and specific are the twofold effects of da�€s, according to the nature of planets and their positions in the houses, [respectively]. (BPHS 47.2)

The ‘general/specific’ distinction merits some consideration. In the present context, it appears to imply that house rulership and placement are more important than planetary natures in determining da�€ results. And no doubt this stands to reason, considering that two persons born within a few hours of each other may experience radically different results in the same mah€- and antarda�€.


It should be noted, however, that both planets and houses may be said to act on two different levels, one of which is general, and the other, specific. The latter is then a particularisation derived from the former: a con​crete expression of some universal prin​ciple. For instance, the nature of Venus is loveliness and charm; and Venus therefore concretely signifies those things which ideally are lovely and charming, such as a wife – even if, in a particular case, they should happen to fall short of this ideal. In this fashion, the general characteristics of the planets – which may be classified in various ways as benefic/malefic, male/female, wet/dry, hot/cold, etc. – give rise to particular significa​tions. Similarly, the general nature of the houses – the powerful quadrants, the auspi​cious trines, the evil duƒsth€nas, the growing upacayas, etc. – give rise to their particular significations.


In interpreting the position of a planet in a house, some classical texts base them​selves almost exclusively on the most general level of interpretation, generating a more or less binary type of reading: benefics in duƒsth€nas are bad; male​fics in upacayas are good; combinations of trinal and quadrant rulers give r€jayoga; etc. This approach is not necessarily wrong, but it holds little interest for me: I believe that a well-functioning technique of astrological prognostication should be capable of something more.

Another very important point is made by Vaidyan€tha:

Just as one attains a yoga in accordance with the strength [of the planets forming it, one also attains] a da�€ in accordance with the yoga; and by the effects of da�€s, all results [experienced by] men, divided as they are according to class.

No planet is an island: all are connected in various ways to each other and to the chart as a whole. Strictly speaking, the horoscope in its entirety is one yoga – N€�… texts often use the term in this sense – and any combinations of two or three chart factors are sub-yogas, depending for their result on the whole.


Evaluating the yoga of a period ruler means seeing it in context: its placement, its rulership, and its relation to other planets. In the latter category, traditional astrology (east and west) differentiates between conjunctions and aspects.
 Conjunctions are generally considered more powerful;
 but this concept must be balanced against those of orbs
 and of the difference between applying, exact, and separating aspects.
 A tight and applying square or trine aspect – even between inferior planets
 – may carry more weight in a chart than a wide and separating conjunction. On the other hand, it may be a mistake to ignore (as modern western astrology tends to do) the inherent difference in force between conjunctions and aspects, or between different kinds of aspects.


In any combination of two or more planets, it is important to remember that each planet acts and is acted on with respect both to its inherent and to its accidental signifi​cations. Thus, if in a given chart Mars as ruler of the 10th house is conjunct Saturn as ruler of the 1st, the result will be:

· a Martian influence on Saturnian matters;

· a Saturnian influence on Martian matters;

· a Martian influence on 1st house matters;

· a Saturnian influence on 10th house matters;

· a 10th house influence on 1st house matters; and

· a 1st house influence on 10th house matters. 

In all these combinations, as noted by Vaidyan€tha in the quotation above, the outcome depends on the respective strength of the planets involved. This consideration will be outlined in the following section.

3. Dignities and debilities

It is not enough to combine the natures and significations of planets and houses to arrive at the results. Once the potential of a given combination for good or evil has been ascertained, the power of the planets to manifest this potential must be judged. The power of a planet to do good increases with its strength or dignities, whereas its power to do evil increases with its weakness or debilities. Par€�ara states:

In exaltation, the good effects are called full; one quarter less in [m™la]trikoŠa; half in domicile; and a mere quarter in a friendly sign. They are proclaimed half a quarter when peregrine, and nil in fall, combustion, or an inimical sign. So too the wise should declare the evil effects in reverse order.

When a planet rules two signs, one should ascertain both results: when two results which are equal [in strength] conflict, both are cancelled; but when the two results differ [in strength], both will certainly be achieved. When a planet has full strength, its results will be full; half, when it has half its strength; and a quarter when it has but little strength: so the learned should understand it. Thus have I declared to you the results of the house lords occupying the houses.

The dignities and debilities enumerated in the first quotation relate mainly to a planet’s zodiacal position; but there are other kinds. Broadly speaking, the sources of planetary strength or weakness may be divided into the following categories:

· zodiacal position: apart from such designations as exaltation, domicile, fall, etc., this covers the occupation of various divisions of a sign, such as the sixteen vargas of Par€�ara, or the 6° zones known as b€ly€di-avasth€s; etc.

· mundane position: this relates to a planet’s house position, and particularly to the distinction between angular, cadent, and succedent houses (kendra, €po​klima, paŠaphara).

· brightness/motion: for the superior planets, whose orbits lie outside that of the Earth, these two are necessarily related: their stations and retrogression – i.e., their periods of minimum velocity – coincide with their greatest elongation from the Sun, which is to say with their maximum brightness. The case of Mercury and Venus is more complicated, as they can be combust (i.e., invisible or with​out brightness) either when swift/direct or slow/retrograde in motion. In Hindu astrology, brightness and slowness are considered dignities, whereas combus​tion and swiftness are debilities.

· planetary relations: apart from conjunctions and aspects, briefly dealt with above, this category would include quite complex systems of gauging strength, such as a�˜akavarga. Among the conjunctions, a particular subset is that of planetary combat, in which one planet is ‘defeated’ by another. Different defini​tions of this condition are found in classical texts, some requiring the combating planets to be conjunct by latitude as well as longitude.

Some of these factors are combined to form a number of ‘states’ known as d…pt€di-avasth€s, the definitions of which differ slightly from one classical text to another (see table on page 9). Vaidyan€tha describes the da�€ results of these states as follows:

In the period of a blazing [planet], one becomes a ruler delighting in wealth, fame, charity and learning; [in that] of a confident [planet], one takes great joy in right conduct and in listening to [discourses on] religious duty, and is blessed with health and wealth; in the period of a happy planet, one obtains the favour of rulers, opulence and happiness; and [in that] of a calm [planet], bounteous health and happiness, the favour of rulers, and celebrations.


In the period of an able [planet], one attains the wealth of learning and good con​duct, achieves perfection in austerities, and engages in religious duty;
 [in that] of a suffer​ing planet, there is danger from thieves, enemies and rulers, and death of younger siblings; wretchedness in the period of a wretched [planet], and the period of a wicked planet brings grief and illness; there is mental disturbance [in the period] of a crippled [planet], and constant fear of enemies [in the period] of a frightened planet.

Other considerations mentioned in relation to da�€ periods include numerical systems such as �a�bala, i�˜a-/ka�˜abala, etc.; nav€ˆ�a placements; and the occupation of sign or house junctions. The two latter conditions are debilities, the very last degree of a sign being particularly evil according to Vaidyan€tha:

In the period of [a planet] occupying a sign junction, there is grief, illness, and other suffer​ing. The period of [a planet] occupying the thirtieth degree brings about death.

Mantre�vara holds the occupation of a ‘junction’ (presumably sign junction) to outweigh every kind of dignity:

Though a planet be exalted or occupy a friendly sign, endowed with [all kinds of] strength beginning with the sixfold strength – if occupying a junction, it will not give any [good] results. Considering thus, one should pronounce [the effects] in its period.

He also deals explicitly with house junctions:

In the houses, [a planet] whose position equals that of the house cusp
 gives the results of that house in full; at the junction, there is no result; in the intermediate space, one should consider the planets proportionally.

D…pt€di-avasth€s

BPHS
SV
GK
JP
PhD

1.
Blazing

exalted
1.
Blazing

exalted
1.
Blazing

exalted
1.
Blazing

exalted/

m™latrikoŠa
1.
Blazing

exalted

–
–
–
–
2.
Joyous

m™latrikoŠa

2.
Confident

in domicile
2.
Confident

in domicile
2.
Confident

in domicile
2.
Confident

in domicile
3.
Confident

in domicile

3.
Happy

in a great friend’s sign
3.
Happy

in friendly sign
3.
Happy

in friendly sign
3.
Happy

in friendly sign
4.
Happy

in friendly sign

4.
Calm

in friendly sign
4.
Calm

in benefic divisions
4.
Calm

in benefic divisions
4.
Calm

in benefic divisions
5.
Calm

in benefic divisions

–
5.
Able

bright
5.
Able

bright
5.
Able

bright
6.
Able

bright

5.
Suffering

in inimical sign
6.
Suffering

defeated in combat
6.
Suffering

defeated in combat
6.
Suffering

defeated in combat
7.
Suffering

defeated in combat

6.
Wretched

peregrine
–
7.
Wretched

fallen
7.
Wretched

in inimical sign
8.
Wicked

in malefic divisions

7.
Wicked

fallen
7.
Wicked

with malefics
8.
Wicked

defeated
8.
Wicked

in malefic divisions
9.
Wretched

in inimical sign

8.
Crippled

with malefics
8.
Crippled

combust
9.
Crippled

combust
9.
Crippled

combust
10.
Frightened

fallen

9.
Wrathful

combust
9.
Frightened

fallen
–
10.
Frightened

fallen
11.
Crippled

combust

4. The period ingress chart

One of the most noteworthy features in the treatment of da�€ periods by classical authors, when compared to that found in modern textbooks, is the importance attached to plane​tary positions at the commencement of the period (da�€rambha). Par€�ara states:

If, at the commencement of a da�€, the da�€ ruler should occupy the ascendant, be aspect​ed by benefics, exalted, in domicile, or in a friendly sign, the effects of its da�€ will be good. But if it should occupy the sixth, eighth, or twelfth house, be fallen, combust, or in an inimical sign, its effects will be evil ... The effects of [a planet] which at the commence​ment of its da�€ occupies a good place, are good; similarly, those even of a benefic which [at that time] occupies an evil place, will not be good.

In other words, it is not enough to know the potential of a planet in the radix to judge the results of its period: we must also know its dynamic potential. The same opinion is echoed and, to some extent, developed by Vaidyan€tha:

If the da�€ ruler should occupy the ascendant, or the third, sixth, tenth, or eleventh from the ascendant; or if a benefic occupying its [i.e., the da�€ ruler’s] seven divisions (sapta​varga), or friendly towards it, is in the ascendant – that da�€ will give good effects. 


If occupying the sign of a friend of the da�€ ruler, or its exaltation, in the seventh, a trine, or an upacaya house from the da�€ ruler, the Moon yields good results. That house of the Moon occupying the said signs will be the first, second, etc., house arising from the time of birth. [Here] it is said to cause the prosperity of the corresponding [house] for men; but in occupying another sign, it harms that house. At the commencement of a da�€, the results of the Moon occupying its own sign, etc., which have been declared by the noble ones should be pronounced; for the Moon, having the form of the mind, yields the results known as good and evil ...


If the da�€ ruler occupies the ascendant or a friendly sign, or if a benefic occupies its division, the da�€ [so] begun yields good; as also if the da�€ ruler occupies the third, tenth, sixth, or eleventh house. Occupying a friendly sign, its exaltation, an upacaya, a trine, or the seventh house from the da�€ ruler, the Moon forebodes good effects; evil if other​wise.

Obviously, making use of the da�€rambha chart requires a fairly exact knowledge of when a da�€ period begins, highlighting once more the importance of the technical issues discussed in section 1 above. Vaidyan€tha places a good deal of emphasis on the da�€rambha position of the Moon, which to me seems rather a hopeless thing to ascertain in the vast majority of cases: even a discrepancy of 1' of arc in the natal Moon is enough to throw the da�€ balance off by some 3-9 days, meaning a variation of 40°-120° in the Moon’s da�€rambha position!
 On the other hand, I believe that with reasonably accurate charts, it may be possible to use da�€rambha positions – approximate as they may be, and even without the Moon – in a far more precise fashion than is indicated by Par€�ara’s and Vaidyan€tha’s simple ‘good/evil’ dichotomy. As this line of thought may be novel to many readers, a few illustrative cases are given below:

Example chart 1: A chart much discussed during the past year is that of JFK Jr, who was killed in an airplane accident on 16 July, 1999. After the event, several neo-Hindu astrologers using Lahiri ayan€ˆ�a/geocentric Moon put forward various arguments (notably involving a natal Mercury-Neptune con​junction) to support death in Mercury antarda�€. Using topocentric Moon, however, death in fact occurred in Saturn/Saturn. 

i 15°42

g 12°02
VIII 19°14




c 25°19



i 18°04

b 3°18
1. JFK Jr.

Sa/Sa ingress






h 18°04

Asc 18°45



g  22°20

f  18°41

e  12°36
a 9°44


d 20°01



There are several reasons for considering Saturn a more likely killer even in the natal chart: Saturn is k€raka for death, and according to Par€�ara takes precedence over all other killers if ill-disposed; it is also natally conjunct the 8th lord and opposed by Mars, thereby indicating the violent mode of death. These lethal propensities of Saturn are confirmed in the da�€rambha chart, where Saturn is not only conjunct Ketu in the 8th house, but actually reinforcing its connection with the natal 8th lord by a tight square.

Example chart 2: For the sake of contrast, this is the chart of another male native entering his Saturn/Saturn period (at age 20):




i 0°21

g 24°53

f 7°49
2. Male
Asc 28°58

d 8°35

VII 28°58
Sa/Sa ingress


a  23°09

e  15°12

h  0°21
V 18°09
c 7°36

b 16°45



g 18°06



The two main events of this period were his marriage and the birth of his first child (a son). The former might reasonably be expected on account of Saturn’s ruling the 7th house; but the latter would have been difficult to deduce in advance from the natal chart (as opposed to justifying it in retrospect). In the da�€rambha chart, however, Saturn is exactly conjunct the 5th house cusp.

Example chart 3: This is the chart of a woman who suffered a late miscarriage in Jupiter/Venus, at age 20. That she should conceive in the antarda�€ of 5th lord Venus is hardly surprising; but that the pregnancy should end in the death of her unborn child may not be equally obvious from the radix:



g 14°38 R

XII 8°12
f 6°50 R

c 7°06
h 27°11

b 12°00
3. Female
Asc 16°45




Ju/Ve ingress
f 7°40

i 27°11


g 7°35 R
c 8°20

V 29°51
a  7°24

d  18°21

e  19°38


In the da�€rambha chart, Venus has just stationed in conjunction with the 12th cusp (8th house from the 5th), which is exactly opposite natal Mars. In this vulnerable position it is further afflicted by transiting Mars and Saturn, both of which also aspect natal Venus.

Example chart 4: To conclude the illustrations on a happier note, here is the chart of a man who had a healthy, living daughter born to him in Mercury/Saturn, at age 30. In this case, it is the da�€rambha position of the mah€da�€ rather than antarda�€ ruler that tells the story by its exact conjunction with the 5th cusp – presumably because the mah€da�€ ruler in this case is the 5th lord, and thus the primary agent in bringing about the event:
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5. Combining the period levels

This last illustration brings up another consideration in interpreting da�€s, namely, that of the relation between mah€da�€ and antarda�€. It was emphasized above that planets must always be seen in context. To the static context of natal chart interpretation, we have already added the dynamic element of da�€rambha positions. Another important consideration is the combination of mah€- and antarda�€s.


A mah€da�€/antarda�€ combination may be regarded as a temporal conjunction of the two planets. Vaidyan€tha provides a number of examples of this idea:

In the da�€ period of the ruler of the ascendant and the subperiod of a malefic, there is grave danger: all [astrologers] pronounce danger of illness and death and loss of position. In the da�€ period of the ruler of the second house and the subperiod of Saturn, there will doubtless be loss of wealth and conflict with friends and relatives ... In the period of the ruler of the seventh house and the subperiod of a wicked
 [planet], the learned pro​nounce loss of wife and vagabondage ... When, in the period of a wicked ruler of the tenth house, there is a malefic subperiod, [astrologers] foresee trouble to loved ones, loss of position, loss of happiness and fame, and loss of wealth ...

To my mind, there appear to be three basic categories of da�€ combinations:

1. One planet furthers or enhances the result of the other planet.

2. One planet harms or hinders the result of the other planet.

3. One planet gives its own result, while the other remains neutral.

In the first two categories, the influence might go either way, whereas in the third case, the active planet is always the ruler of the antarda�€. Also, as one planet may signify many things, a mah€da�€ ruler may further one result of the antarda�€ ruler while hind​ering another, and vice versa.


So how do we which way a combination will go? The classics have little to say on the matter, but what they do say is simple enough. Generally speaking, they seem to ex​pect cooperation from planets which are:

–  suitably related;

–  of suitable nature;

–  of suitable strength.

In other words, a planet which is to do good does so primarily in collaboration with a strong and friendly benefic in a trine or quadrant position from itself; one that is to do harm may be aided by a weak and inimical malefic in a quincunx position from itself.
 Presumably, cooperation is less likely the fewer of these requirements are fulfilled.


To these considerations, I would like to add two suggestions which are based on traditional concepts, although I have not seen them presented in exactly this form before. First, I would suggest that certain house combinations may be of major import​ance in determining the results of a da�€ period. These are primarily the combinations of the Asc with any other house, manifesting the results of that house: thus, Asc + 5th house is a combination for children; Asc + 10th house, for honour; Asc + 6th house, for illness; etc.
 To illustrate, see the following chart:
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Example chart 5: This is a female who married in Venus/Saturn, at age 35. Venus is not only k€raka for marriage, but also occupies the 7th house. Saturn, however, is not in any way related to marriage; but as it is the Asc lord, Venus/Saturn becomes a marriage combination.


These positive combinations also have their negative counterpart: by combining with the 8th house from itself, the results of any house are harmed or destroyed. Thus, 10th + 5th house is harmful to honour or career; 4th + 11th house is harmful to mother; 9th + 4th house is harmful to father; etc.
 To illustrate:
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Example chart 6: This is another female who lost her unborn child not long before the expected delivery, at age 32. The natal indication of this event is the exact opposition of the fallen 8th lord to the 5th cusp; but the period running at the time was Mercury/Jupiter. As these planets rule the 12th and 5th house, respectively, this becomes a destructive combination for the 5th house (the 12th being the 8th from the 5th).

My second suggestion relates to k€rakas. I have previously discussed Par€�ara’s designa​tion of natural and accidental (house-related) significators as general and specific, respectively. Later in the BPHS, however, we find the same distinction applied in a different manner:

The science of astrology is called twofold, having a general and a specific part. The general part has been described. Now the specific part is related: as the house results of planets [are considered] from the Ascendant and the Moon, so expert astrologers should consider them from the other planets as well.

This serves as a prelude to the a�˜akavarga system; but the concept of reckoning houses from the planets is not limited to the chapters on a�˜akavarga. In an earlier chapter, we read:

Now I shall relate the significators (k€raka) resulting from planetary houses, O best of the twice-born: one’s father is [seen] in the ninth house from the Sun; one’s mother in the fourth from the Moon; one’s brother in the third from Mars; one’s maternal uncle in the sixth from Mercury; one’s child in the fifth from Jupiter; one’s wives in the seventh from Venus; and one’s death in the eighth from Saturn ...

While houses reckoned from the Asc are obviously more specific in the sense of being more individualized, houses derived from the planetary significators are more specific in the sense of having more restricted areas of denotation: they represent only those matters which are common to both planet and house. In other words, this is a system of alternative (or rather, complementary) houses which may actually serve to increase clarity rather than confusion.


Experiments with directions involving such derived houses suggest very strongly that the actual house cusps from any planet should be found by rotating the natal house grid so as to make the Asc conjunct the k€raka in question. In other words, the relative distances between all house cusps reamin constant; only their relation to the zodiac varies. The following chart will illustrate the principle:
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Example chart 7: This is the chart of a woman who has so far given birth to two children, in Jupiter/Jupiter and Jupiter/Saturn, respectively. Jupiter being k€raka for children, the first event requires no further elucidation. Saturn, however, is not related to the 5th house from the Asc. But turning the chart so as to make Jupiter the starting-point, we find that the new 5th cusp (marked e:V, and as far removed from Jupiter as the original 5th cusp is from the Asc) falls at 24K07 – making Saturn lord of the 5th, and in sextile aspect to the cusp.


My suggestion, then, based on a limited but promising number of such instances, is that in the mah€da�€ of the k€raka for any matter, houses reckoned from that k€raka are of major importance in determining the antarda�€ during which that matter will manifest. This assumption will shed new light on the event of marriage in example chart 5 above:
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Here, the mah€da�€ is that of Venus, k€raka for marriage; and the antarda�€ is that of the 7th lord from Venus, namely, Saturn.

6. Other methods of timing

A Viˆ�ottar… mah€da�€ may last up to 20 years; antarda�€s often run for two or three years. To determine more precisely when a period ruler will give its results, several methods are given in classical texts. Although I have not personally found much merit in any of these methods, they are summarized below for those interested in experimenting with them.


One idea shared by several authors is that the zodiacal dignities or debilities, house combinations, and conjunctions or aspects in which a planet may be involved take effect at different times; and these times are different for benefics and malefics. Vaidyan€tha writes:

The effects arising from exaltation, etc., [manifest] at the commencement of a malefic’s period; those arising from houses, etc., in the middle of a malefic’s period; and those arising from aspects, towards the end of the periods of all malefic planets: so say the noble ones.


In the beginning of the period of benefics, [effects] arising from houses [mani​fest]; those arising from the occupation of various signs, in the middle; and at the end of the period, those arising from aspects: thus do all [teachers] declare the differentiation of stellar periods.

Another idea relates the time of a result to the sign, or portion of a sign, occupied by the period ruler:

A planet occupying [a sign] rising with its head (�…r�odaya) gives its result in the beginning of the period, one in [a sign] rising with its back (p��˜hodaya) at the end of the period; and one in [a sign] rising with both parts (ubhayodaya), always.

When a planet occupies the first decanate, one should predict results in the beginning of the da�€; results should be predicted in the middle of the da�€ when the planet is in the middle decanate; and at the end when it is in the third [decanate]: the reverse when the planet is retrograde.

Also related to these concepts is the frequently expressed idea
 that the sign position of a planet represents the beginning, and its ‘aˆ�a’ (generally understood as nav€ˆ�a) posi​tion the conclusion, of its period.


There are further methods based on the division of the zodiac into three parts (tri​maŠ�ala) of nine nak�atras each, corresponding to the nine da�€s of the Viˆ�ottar… cycle. Vaidya​n€tha once again:

The da�€ of a planet occupying one of the nine constellations beginning with the janmark�a
 gives immediate results; in the period of a strong [planet] occupying one of the nine constellations beginning with the karmark�a,
 the result will come later on; and in that of [a planet] occupying [one of the nine constellations] beginning with the €dh€nark�a,
 all will be fruitless, or mature [only] in [a long] time.

Trinal nak�atras may be grouped into nine categories known simply as t€r€s or ‘stars,’ and supposedly giving  effects equal to their names:

1. Janman ‘birth’

2. Sampad ‘fortune’

3. Vipad ‘misfortune’

4. K�ema ‘prosperity’

5. Pratyari ‘adversity’

6. S€dhaka ‘accomplishing’

7. Vadha ‘death’

8. Maitra ‘friendly’

9. Paramamaitra ‘extremely friendly’

A tendency to consider Viˆ�ottar… da�€s as the periods of nine such nak�atras, rather than of the nine planets as such, is found in P�thuya�as, who states:

In the da�€ of a constellation holding a malefic planet, one meets with suffering. As far as [it] has gone in the constellation of the da�€ ruler, at that [corresponding time] one should predict its result.
 If in one of the three groups [of stars] (trimaŠ�ala), a malefic stands bereft of strength, and is not conjunct a benefic, one will meet with death at the end of the da�€.

While I have not found this particular method to give correct results in practice, I believe that the thinking which underlies it – combining da�€s with directions
 – is basically sound. The last section will present my own thinking on this subject.

7. Da®šs and directions
It was emphasized above that da�€ rulers must be seen in their dynamic as well as their static context. For several years now, directions have been my own main technique of prognostication, and including them in the dynamic context therefore comes naturally to me. For those interested in investigating the advantages of such a combined approach, I offer below a new perspective on some of the charts already presented.

Let us first have another look at the da�€ ingress chart of JFK Jr. (example chart 1):
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It was mentioned above that transiting Saturn formed a tight square to natal 8th lord Jupiter. The case becomes even more compelling when we include the duodenary directions,
 where Saturn conjuncts directed Jupiter to the minute. Interestingly, the fatal accident took place almost three years later, when this directed Jupiter had advanced to form an exact conjunction with the natal 8th cusp, and the directed 8th cusp itself was conjunct natal Mars:
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In example chart 3, it is the one-degree rate of directions that most clearly describe the event, with 5th lord Venus (antarda�€ ruler) conjunct natal Ketu, and 12th lord Mer​cury trine the 12th cusp:
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Another case of miscarriage was example chart 6, where directed 12th lord Mercury (mah€da�€ ruler) formed an opposition to the 5th cusp by 1°/year:
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The same native, however, gave birth to a living child in Mercury/Saturn:
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The duodenary directed 5th cusp had only months earlier entered Gemini, making mah€​da�€ ruler Mercury a temporary 5th lord (while the antarda�€ lord Saturn ruled the 1st). This is a slightly different pattern than in the preceding charts, as the directions do not involve the period rulers directly, but only through their rulership, forming a positive combination for childbirth along the lines suggested in section 5 above.

Example chart 7, too, is a case of childbirth – in fact, two births. The first took place in Jupiter/Jupiter, at which time Jupiter’s natural rulership of children was reinforced by a directed (duodenary) aspect to the natal 5th cusp:
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The second birth took place in Jupiter/Saturn, Saturn ruling the 5th house from Jupiter – a fact reinforced by its forming a directed (1°/year) square to this derived cusp:
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Examples could be multiplied, but the above should suffice to give an indication of the sort of patterns one may expect to see when combining da�€s and directions.

Conclusion

To summarize, the proper use of da�€s seems to me to require three things: First, correct calculation, using:

· topocentric Moon longitude (parallax correction);

· Krishnamurti ayan€ˆ�a;

· da�€ balance by longitude;

· true solar year;

· unequal (Alcabitius) house cusps.

Second, correct natal interpretation, based on:

· a planet’s natural properties and significations;

· its house rulership and position (from the Asc and any relevant k€raka);

· its dignities and debilities – most importantly, its conjunctions with and aspects to other planets, if any.

Third, correct assessment of the dynamic elements:

· the combination of mah€da�€ and antarda�€ rulers;

· the da�€rambha chart;

· directions;

· and transits.

And in bringing all these factors together, the simple and the exact should be our guide​lines. Above all, discrimination is necessary. To quote a stanza by the great jyoti�€c€rya ®r…loka:

par…k�€s€ram evaitad

buddhi�aktyaikyasiddhaye /

€va�yak€gantuk€n€ˆ

bh™t€rth€n€ˆ vivecanam //

‘To accomplish the unity of reason and energy, this is the essence of judgment: to discri​minate between essential and accidental facts.’

Appendix: example chart data

1. 25 Nov, 1960, 00:22 EST, 38N57, 77W02

2. 6 Jan, 1937, 19:14 CET, 56N03, 12E42

3. 24 Sep, 1969, 00:17 CET, 59N20, 18E04

4. 22 Jun, 1965, 03:15 CET, 58N45, 17E00

5. 25 jul, 1960, 18:55 IST, 12N56, 79E08

6. 9 Aug, 1962, 13:31 CET, 57N47, 14E11

7. 4 Mar, 1971, 07:35 CET, 59N20, 18E04

� E.g., HS 31.2; JP 18.33


� E.g., PhD 19.3, HS 31.7


� BPHS 46.16


� A gha˜… (aka n€�…) is an ancient Indian time unit comprising 1/60 of a day and night, or approximately 24 minutes of clock time.


� Since there are 200 minutes of arc in a nak�atra-p€da (= nav€ˆ�a), the basic unit of K€lacakra da�€.


� BPHS 46.92-93


� PhD 19.4


� There is a widespread but baseless assumption among modern practitioners that the ‘ancient sages’ of the Hindu tradition advocated equal houses. While it is true that classical astro�logical works occasionally seem to presuppose an even distribution of houses (e.g., in delineating standard yogak€rakas for each rising sign), this may be a mere matter of convenience, natural enough at Indian latitudes; and to my know�ledge, none ever explicitly propounds an equal house system. In contrast, even the earlier texts contain passages which can only be understood with refer�ence to unequal houses – e.g., BPHS 4.27: lagnabh€gy€ntaraˆ yojyaˆ yac ca r€�y€di j€yate ‘Add the distance between the ascendant and the [house of] fortune, as produced in signs etc.’ – implying that distances between houses are not constant (as distances between signs are); or 28.28: r€�idvayagate bh€ve ‘When a house extends over two signs...’. Later texts often explicitly advocate ®r…pati’s system.


� BPHS 46.3, 14


� The idea of 120 years as the maximum human life-span in a fallen age is found not only in classical India, but also in the Middle East; cf. Genesis 6.3.


� E.g., BPHS 46.85; JP 18.33


� PhD 20.21; cf. JP 18.12, SC 13.35


� JP 18.2


� There are other varieties of planetary relations, such as mutual reception (parivartanayoga) and contain�ment (kartar…yoga); but for the sake of brevity, these will not be further discussed here.


� Cf. BPHS 74.11, 14: ‘The results of a house holding planets should be known to conform to the planets joining [it]; but the results of a house with no planets conform to the aspecting planets ... Where there is neither any planet nor the aspect of any, the results of that house should be known to accord with its ruler.’


� It is a common misconception among neo-Hindu practitioners that the exact longitudes of aspecting planets do not matter. BPHS 26.4-5 states: ‘All [planets aspect] the seventh [sign] fully, and Saturn, Jupiter and Mars also particularly [aspect] the third-and-tenth, trinal, and fourth-and-eighth [signs, respectively]: thus did the ancient preceptors explain [aspects] in a general way; but aspects according to longitudinal distance are considered most precise.’


	The system of aspect evaluation propounded in the BPHS is based on a different concept than the orbs (d…pt€ˆ�a) of the T€jaka school (and ancient western astrology). I prefer to use the latter, which are based on the observable reality of combustion. Here, the Sun is assigned an orb of 15° to either side; the Moon, 12°; Jupiter and Saturn, 9°; Mars, 8°; and Mercury and Venus, 7°. Planets whose orbs overlap are considered to be in aspect.


� Cf. VM  5.39: ‘The result which has been declared for a planet in the ascendant is given to a small extent by that planet when fully risen; to a medium extent when about to rise; and to full extent when rising.’ The commentator Vi�Šu explains that the same principle applies to all house cusps; and by extension, it should apply equally to aspects between planets – as indeed the T€jaka and western traditions hold.


� Inferior planets are the luminaries, Mercury, and Venus; superior planets are Mars, Jupiter, and Saturn.


� BPHS 3.59-60


� BPHS 24.146-148


� This is a contrast to western astrology, which considers swiftness a dignity and slowness/retrogression a debility. P.S. Sastri, in his commentary on JP 2.84, quotes the following verses from an unnamed astro�logical text:


	‘A newborn (atib€la) when peregrine; an infant when placed in the sign of a friend; a boy when in domicile; a youth when in its m™latrikoŠa; a ruler when in its sign of exaltation; an old man when in the sign of an enemy; and said to be dead when in its extreme fall: such is the [planetary] state according to sign.


	‘It is declared a newborn when rising just after the Sun; an infant, when [rising] with the next seven degrees; after that, a boy; at the beginning of retrogression it is called a youth; during retrogression, a ruler; an old man, when approaching combustion; and declared dead when combust.


	‘In the da�€ period of a newborn, [one is] dull and given to crying; in the da�€ period of an infant, delighted and fond of play; in the da�€ period of a boy, a man moves about fond of learning; in the da�€ period of a youth, lustful and intent on pleasure; in the da�€ period of one called old, bereft of strength and dull; and in the da�€ period of a dead planet, one certainly meets with death.’


	But Mah€deva in JT 5.15 claims that the da�€ of a retrograde planet diminishes one’s status, honour and happiness.


� This seems to me the most likely meaning of the compound vidy€vinayadhanatapaƒsiddhidharma�prav�ttiƒ; but other translations are possible.


� JP 18.31-32; cf. SC 13.5-14


� JP 18.27; cf. HS 31.6


� PhD 15.13


� The phrasing suggests that the author means to include aspects to the houses in this rule: the planet need not occupy the same sign as the cusp (conjunction).


� PhD 15.14; cf. note 17 above. The junction of two houses is generally held to be located midway between their respective cusps. However, if Vi�Šu is correct in assigning twice the influence of a separating planet to one applying, it would seem more reasonable to place the junction 2/3 of the distance reckoned from the earlier cusp.


� BPHS 47.5-6, 48.8


� JP 18.6-9, 14


� The Moon moves 1' of arc in approximately 2 minutes of clock time, adding the problem of (in)exacti�tude in birth time notation to those of ayan€ˆ�a, etc. Even more unrealistic than Vaidyan€tha’s focus on the Moon is the assumption of some moderns that da�€rambha house positions relate to a chart cast for the precise time of day at which a da�€ begins! This idea is, however, refuted by Vaidyan€tha himself; cf. JP 18.8 quoted above. Mah€deva (19th century) assumes a curiously ambivalent position, reading the Moon’s house position from the natal chart, and the da�€ ruler’s from the da�€rambha chart (JT 5.40, 46).


� Period ingress dates have been calculated with PCJyotish software, using midday positions. I must apo�logize in advance for the bias of this paper towards charts related to pregnancy and childbirth. The subject interests me, and as a result, much of the event data in my files relates to it.


� Not shown in the chart is the tight conjunction of transiting 5th lord Mars with the natal 12th cusp (8th from the 5th: death to children). The native lost his son prematurely in Ketu/R€hu, which commenced with the transiting nodes exactly squaring the same 12th cusp. This pattern could be a coincidence; but then again, it might not be.


� The idea of attaching much importance to transiting trines will be alien to many neo-Hindu practitioners (most of whom would use Par€�ara’s natal aspect scheme even with transits) as well as to western astro�logers (most of whom would use only the so-called hard or 4th harmonic aspects: multiples of 90°). Less than a century ago, however, the trine was recognized in the west as a major transit aspect, whereas the square was not. Among classical Indian texts, the Devakerala N€�…s particularly emphasize trinal transits. This is probably due to a conception of the zodiac as consisting of three mutually corresponding series of four signs or nine nak�atras each; cf. section 6 below.


� Khala: probably a reference to the d…pt€di-avasth€ of that name; cf. section 3 above.


� JP 18.42-43, 50-51. Obviously, however, no da�€ period is capable of effecting what is not indicated natally. Thus, if the natal chart promises robust health and a long life, no da�€ period, however malefic, can cause lasting illness or untimely death; etc.


� Cf. LP 29-31, JP 18.16, BPHS 52 ff.


� This principle is particularly prominent in pra�na texts; cf. PD 466-471.


� There are other reasons for marriage in Venus/Saturn; see below. Saturn as ruler of the Asc in the 12th also made the native leave her native country and settle abroad in its antarda�€.


� The logic is still the same: here, the house under consideration is treated as a temporary Asc, making its combination with the 8th from itself a death combination.


� BPHS 66.12-13


� BPHS 32.22-24


� JP 18.58-59; cf. SC 13a.45, 13b.46


� JP 18.24


� BPHS 47.3-4


� Cf JT 5.8, various chapters in SC, etc.


� The nak�atra occupied by the Moon at birth.


� The 10th nak�atra reckoned from and including the one occupied by the Moon at birth.


� The 19th nak�atra reckoned from and including the one occupied by the Moon at birth.


� JP 18.23


� JP 18.25 predicts good results in the periods of t€r€s 2, 4, 6, 8 and 9. BPHS 46.207-209 lists the t€r€da�€s as a separate da�€ system, identical with the Viˆ�ottar… except insofar as the nine da�€s are named not after the nine planets, but after the t€r€s, and reckoned ‘from a strong planet occupying a quadrant.’ In general practice, however, t€r€s are reckoned from the natal Moon and regarded as part of the Viˆ�ottar… system. They are particularly common in Devakerala N€�… texts.


� An alternative meaning would be: ‘As far as the constellation of the da�€ ruler has gone ...’ – but that does not appear meaningful.


� HS 31.4-5; cf. JP 18.26


� Understood here as any method of converting longitudinal distances in the natal chart into time.


� I will not touch on the subject of transits in this paper, although it is tempting to do so. In my experi�ence, transits are absolutely dependent on directions (and secondarily on da�€s), so that a proper treat�ment of transits would require a more thorough explanation of directions than in possible herein. A book by Tommy Larsen and myself on directions (including a chapter on transits) is under preparation. In the meantime, I encourage interested readers to experiment for themselves with transits to natal and directed cusps, and their respective natal and directed rulers. The hits are often extremely exact.


� Based on experience, I recommend two rates of direction: 1°/year and 2°30'/year (duodenary).


� Known in the western world by the distorted form ‘Sherlock’...
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