LINGA PURAN

This is the fifth purana. Preaching about the greatness of lord shiva and propagation of ling-puja (worship of shiva-ling) are the main objectives of this purana. This purana has two parts. 

First part: description of the creation. Origin of ling and its worship. Yagya by daksha. Immolation of madan (kamadev). Wedding of lord shiva. Tale of varaha. Tale of narasimha. Description of surya and soma vansh. 

Second part greatness of lord vishnu, lord brahma becomes the creator,incarnations of shiva during various dwapar yugas ,dadhichi subjugates the sages and shilad's impossible demand 

Third part manifestation of lord nandishwar ,kaliyuga ,the seven island ,the meru mountain,the prominent mountains ,lord brahma assigns lordships to the deities and the radiance of surya. 

Fourth part dhruva - the supreme devotee ,the origin of deities,the lineage of aaditya,yadu dynasty, appointment of andhak as the lord of ganas,the liberation of earth ,killing of jalandhar and the origin of lord ganesh. 

Fifth part story of upamanyu, greatness of dwadakshar mantra ,greatness of shadakshar mantra, the majestic lord maheshwar,the sun manifestation of shiva's power, importance of guru ,installation of shiva linga ,vajreshwari vidya and different types of yoga is covered in fifth part. 

As per the purana, a fiery shivaling appeared after the pralaya. From this shivaling, emerged all the vedas and other scriptures, even brahma, vishnu and all other deities. Current prevalence of worship of shivaling and idols seems to be an outcome of this purana. 

Linga puran part - sutji narrates the divine tales of linga puran 

Once, sage, narad arrived at naimisharanya where he found many sages engaged in austerities. All the sages were delighted to see him. They eulogized him in reverence and offered him seat. Sage narad narrated some amazing tales describing about the greatness of linga puran. This made the sages even more curious about linga puran. Right then, sutji also arrived there and the sages requested him to narrate the tales of linga puran. After making salutations to lord brahma, vishnu, mahesh and sage krishna dwaipayan, sutji said--- sound is the medium through which the almighty brahma manifests himself. Brahma manifests himself in the sacrosanct omkar mantra. Rigveda is his mouth, samaveda his tongue, yajurveda his neck and atharvaveda is his heart. He is the supreme being and is beyond the reach of creation or deluge. He is one but manifests himself as three distinct deities---brahma, vishnu and rudra. These three deities are the expression of the three natural qualities respectively-rajas, satva and tamas. He manifests himself as mahesh in his formless (nirguna) identity. He manifests himself in all the living creatures as well as imperceptible things in the form of seven natural elements-mahattatva (5 basic elements) ahankara (ego), shabda (sound) sparsh (touch), roop (appearance), rasa (taste) and gandha (smell). Lord brahma compiled the divine tales of linga puran. It covers wide range of subjects like the beginning of creation, the origin of universe, description of the time, tales of different kalpas, the greatness of linga and its worship, tales related with lord shiva, characteristics of shiva temple etc. It specially elaborates upon the greatness of shiva linga and its worship. 

First canto pratham sarg 

Shiva is both invisible as well as the root cause of all the delusions of the world. This is why shiva is also known as alinga (unknowable). Linga is nothing but the non-manifested (auyakta) form of shiva. This implies that the visible world is the medium through which shiva manifests himself. Nature (prakriti) in itself is devoid of qualities like smell, taste, and touch etc. But, all these qualities become apparent in it only because of shiva, who is imperishable and whose characteristics are the natural qualities like taste, smell, touch and sound. The whole world along with the gross and subtle has originated from alinga shiva. The whole world comes into being with the help of eleven components-10 sense organs and mind. It is pervaded by the delusions of 'alinga shiva'. The three prominent deities---brahma vishnu and mahesh are the manifestations of shiva. He is the creator in the form of brahma, the nurturer in the form of vishnu and the annihilator in the form of mahesh. Nature is pervaded by the delusion of shiva, which is also known as ajaa (unborn). The three basic colour -red, white and black are the symbolic expressions of the three qualities raja, sat and tamo respectively. Majorities of people fall prey to the delusions of this world and get entangled in its illusionary appearances, but there are few that understand the futility of this illusionary world. With the desire of beginning creation, the supreme almighty manifest himself in the imperceptible which results into the creation of the mahattatva (five basic elements). From mahattatva manifests the ego or 'ahankara which comprises of three gunas. From ego manifests the tanmantras or subtle forms of matter-sound, form, taste smell and touch. Among these subtle forms of matter, sound came into being first of all and space originated from it. The second tanmantra, touch originated from the space. Air manifested from touch or sparsh. The third tanmantra, form or roopa originated from air or yayu. Fire or agni manifested from roopa. The fourth tanmantra, taste or rasa manifested from agni. Similarly, water or jal manifested from rasa, smell or gandha from jal and earth manifested from gandha respectively. All the five organs of action (karmendriya) sense organs and mind originated from pure ego (satva ahankara). In course of time all these elements got transformed into a mammoth egg (anda), inside which lord brahma manifested himself. The whole universe is said to be established inside the above mentioned egg. The egg is covered by seven layers and lord brahma dwells inside it, seated on a lotus flower. The mammoth egg contains crores of universes inside its fold. 

The beginning of creation 

The whole creation lasts for the total period equivalent to brahma's day. The almighty god created during daytime and annihilated during night. One day of lord brahma is equivalent to one kalpa of this world. The cycle of four yugas occurs periodically for 1000 times, during which period altogether fourteen manus take incarnation, one after another. Satyuga consists of 4000 years. Fifteen nimesha make one kashtha (unit of time measurement) thirty kalas make a muhurta, fifteen muhurta a day and night each.the dark lunar phase is said to be the day, while bright lunar phase is said to be the night of the manes. One year of this world consists of 360 days.the deities' day lasts for the full period, when the sun is positioned towards the north of equator. Similarly, the deities' night lasts for the total period when the sun is positioned towards the south of equator. One year of the deities is equivalent to thirty years of this world. Similarly three months of the deities are equivalent to one hundred months of this world. Each of the four yugas is measured on the basis of divine years. Satya yuga is equivalent to 40,000 divine years, while treta yuga is equivalent to 80,000 divine years. Dwarpar yuga is equivalent to 20,000 years of the deities, while kali yuga is equivalent to 60,000 years of the deities. The period of each yuga given here is exclusive of the periods of sandhya (evening) and sandhyansh (part of evening.) Lord brahma commences creation at the fag end of night and all his creations exist for the whole day. When the night descends, everything is annihilated. This is the time when kalpa ends. 

The origin of creation 

In the initial phase of his creation, lord brahma created immovable natural things like trees, mountains etc-then birds and animals. In the process of creation, he created various things and human being was his seventh creation. First of all lord brahma created his manasputras-sanak, sanandan etc, who had no worldly desires. He then created the nine supreme sages---marichi, bhrigu, angiras, pulastya, pulaha, kratu, daksha, atri and vashishth by the help of his yogic powers. After that, it was the turn of the twelve prajapatis-ribhu, sanatkumar, sanatan etc. All of them were divine, extremely virtuous and had realized the supreme - self, brahma.shatarupa had begotten four children from swayambhuva manu-priyavrata, uttanpad, aakuti and prasuti. Aakuti was married to a prajapati named ruchi, while prasuti married daksha. Aakuti gave birth to two children-dakshina and yagya. Dakshina had twelve sons.prasuti-the youngest daughter of shatarupa had begotten twenty four daughters from yaksha-shraddha, lakshmi, dhriti, tushti, pushti, megha, kriya, buddhi, lajja, vapu, siddhi, keerti, khyati, sambhuti, smriti, preeti, kshama, sannati, anusuya, urja, swaha, sura arani and swadha. Thirteen of them were married to dharma-a prajapati. Khyati was married to sage bhrigu while arani married sage bhargava. Similarly various sages like marichi, angira, pulastya, pulaha, ritu, atri and vashishth got married with sambhuti, smriti, preeti, kshama, sannati anusuya and urjaa respectively. Swaha was married to vibhavasu while swadha married the pitrishwaras. Dharma had begotten all together 15 sons from his thirteen wives-kaam, darp, niyam, santosh, alobha, shrut, dand, samay, body, mahadyuti, apramadd, vinay, vyavasay, kshem, sukh and yash. Khyati-wife of sage bhrigu gave birth to shri who later became the consort of lord vishnu. She also had two sons named dhata and vidhata. Prabhuti-wife of sage marichi gave birth to two sons-puranama and maarich. She also had four daughters-tushti, drishti, krishi and apachi.kshama-wife of sage pulaha had many offspring among whom kardam & sahishnu were prominent. Preeti, wife of sage pulastya had two sons named dattarnavr and dahvahu. She also had a daughter named dwashdwati. Kratu's wife-sannati had six thousand offspring who became famous as baalkhilyas. Smriti-wife of sage angiras had given birth to five daughters--- sini, vali, kuhu, raka and anumati. Anusuya, wife of sage atri had six children-five sons and one daughter. The names of the sons were - satyanetra, bhavyamuni, murtiray, shanaishchar and somatha.urjaa, wife of sage vashishth gave birth to seven sons-jyayji, pundarikaaksh, raj, suhotra, bahu, nishpaap, shravan, tapasvi and shukra. Agni's consort swaha gave birth to three sons-pavamaan, paavak and shuchi. 

Lord shiva - the supreme liberator 

Sati- daughter of daksha had married lord shiva much against the wish of her father. Once, daksha organized a grand yagya in which he did not invite his son-in-law. Sati went to attend the yagya ceremony inspite of shiva's forbiddance. After seeing her, daksha calumniated lord shiva and made fun of him. This infuriated her to such an extent that she gave up her life by jumping into the sacrificial fire. She was born as parvati in her next birth and once again got shiva as her husband. Once, lord brahma requested shiva to create a world, which was free from death. Lord shiva refused apprehending its disastrous consequences. Lord brahma was left with no other option than to commence creation on his own. Meanwhile, shiva became immovable just like the trunk of a tree (sthanu). Lord shiva, who is capable of attaining any form. He showers benediction on mankind. He is engrossed in the supreme state of yoga with effortless case. Nobody can attain liberation without his grace. He is the bestower of religiousness (dharma), knowledge (gyan), asceticism (vairagya) and splendour (aishwarya). Sinners who do not take refuge in shiva have to experiences the unbearable tortures of countless hells. 

Incarnations of manu & vyas 

On being asked about the incarnation of sage vyas during various eras and manvantars, sutji replied-o brahmin! Now i am going to mention the names of all the incarnations of vyas who existed during vaivasvat manvantar of varah kalp. The names are as follows-ritu, satya, bhargava, angira, savita, mrityu, shatakratu, vashishth, saraswat, tridhatma, trivrit, swayam, dharm, narayan, tarakshu, aaruni, kritanjay, trina, bindu, ruksha, muni, shakti, parashar, jatukarnya and sri krishna dwaipayan. The names of manu's belonging to different manvantars of varah kalp are-swayambhu, swarochi's, uttam, tamas, raivat, chakchhus, vaivaswat, savarni, dharmasavarni, vishang, avishang, shabal and varnak. All of these manu's were named according to their appearances and complexions. For example vaivaswat manu was of dark complexion. 

The essence of yoga 

Yoga means union with god. The state of yoga is impossible to attain without the blessings of lord shiva. It needs a concentrated and focussed mind. There are some specific spots in the human body concentrating upon which, enables a man to attain the state of yoga-spot between the eyebrows, lower part of the throat, navel and six inches above it etc. The state of yoga can never be attained until and unless a person has fully controlled the tendencies of sense organs. It can be achieved with the help of eight means-yama (penance), niyam (discipline), aasan (posture), pranayam (breath-control), pratyahar (restraint of passion), dharan (retention), dhyan (concentration) and samadhi (deep meditation). Each of them holds an important position in the path of yoga. Describing about the methods of performing yoga, sutji says--- a person should sit with his legs crossed in padmasan and try to concentrate his mind by fixing his gaze between his eyebrows. He should keep his spine erect. He should meditate either on the form of omkar or on the form of lord shiva. Breath control is an important aspect of yogic exercise. A man should exhale deeply for 32 times and then breathe in deeply. He should then retain his breath as long as possible and visualize lord shiva within his body. By constant practice he will achieve mastery over this art and a time will come when he will experience divine bliss. This divine bliss can not be experienced unless one has attained a deep state of meditation (samadhi). 

Obstacles in the path of yoga 

A man experiences numerous obstacles in the path of yoga-laziness, restlessness confusion, a diseased body etc. The main reason for being lazy is a bulky physique and one's inability to concentrate his mind. Lack of concentration results in restlessness, which is a major obstacle in the path of yoga. If a person in unsure about the results he becomes confused. It is impossible for a person suffering from any disease to concentrate his mind. All the above mentioned hurdles can be overcome by firm resolution. A man who has successfully overcome all these obstacles might experience other obstacles in the form of siddhis (divine powers). There is a real danger of getting lured by these divine powers. As a result his mind may get distracted from his original goal and he may deviate from his path. The names of these siddhis or divine powers are-pratibha (having knowledge of past present & future incident), shravan (being capable of listening to abnormal sounds), varta (whatever is said becomes true), darshana (capable of seeing things which can mot be seen by the mortal eyes), aaswada (being capable of experiencing divine (tastes), vedana (being capable of relieving other's pain by a mere touch). If a person successfully overcomes all these allurements then he becomes a siddha- or man of accomplishment and divine powers. 

Realisation of shiva 

Lord shiva showers his blessing on one and all without any discrimination, but virtuous people have special privilege in the sense that it is easier for them to realize lord shiva.once, parvati asked lord shiva as to how a devotee could realize him. Lord shiva recalled an incident when lord brahma had asked the same question. Lord shiva had told lord brahma-"anybody can realize me by having deep devotion towards me. A devotee can meditate upon me in the form of linga with total devotion. It is only by deep devotion that a man can achieve true knowledge as well as salvation." 

Venerableness of sadyojaat 

The sages asked sutji as to how was lord brahma able to have a divine glimpse of sadyojaat. Sutji replied-during the kalpa named shwetalohit, once lord brahma witnessed the manifestation of a divine child who was of mixed (red & white) complexion. The child had a shikha (topknot) on his head. Considering him to be an embodiment of almighty god, lord brahma eulogized that child. Suddenly four children appeared and formed a protective ring around sadyojaat. The names of these children were-sunand, nandan, vishwanand, and upanand. All of them were of fair complexion and very handsome.anybody who is desirous of attaining to rudraloka must take refuge in sadyojaat. 

Lord vaamdev 

Once, during thirtieth kalpa named rakta, lord brahma was meditating on parameshthi shiva. Suddenly a divine child appeared before him who was of red complexion and who had put on red apparels. He was none other than lord vaamdev. Lord brahma immediately realized the divinity of that child and was convinced that he was the embodiment of almighty god. Lord brahma eulogized vaamdev who was pleased by his devotions. Four divine entities-virija, vivahu, vishoka and vishwabhavana manifested from the body of vaamdev. All of them had great resemblance to lord vaamdev. Vaamdev preached them on the finer points of religiousness so that mankind could be benefited by this knowledge. 

Lord tatpurush 

The thirty-first kalpa was known as peet kalpa. The term 'peet' means yellow and this kalpa was named peet because lord brahma had put on yellow apparels during this kalpa. Once, while he was meditating on the form of lord shiva, a divine child manifested before him. The child had a halo of light all around him and had put on yellow coloured clothes. Even his turban, sacred-thread and garland were yellow in colour. His arms were abnormally long. Lord brahma immediately realized that the child was none other than lord maheshwar himself. Suddenly a divine cow appeared from the mouth of maheshwar, who had four faces and possessed all the thirty-two qualities. The divine cow was none other than goddess gayatri herself.lord brahma eulogized her and maheshwar was very pleased by his deep devotion. Maheshwar also blessed him with divine knowledge and unrevealed the secret of yoga to him. Right then, many divine children appeared from the body of lord maheshwar. Each of them had put on yellow apparels and had great resemblance to lord maheshwar. They were extremely virtuous and served the mankind by giving sermons. After having completed their mission of spreading the message of virtuosity to the mankind, all of them got united with lord maheshwar ultimately. A person, who is desirous of getting liberated from all his sin, must seek the blessings of lord maheshwar who is also known as tatpurush. 

Lord aghoresh 

Peet kalpa was followed by pradhritta kalpa. Black was the predominant colour of this kalpa. Initially, the whole earth was submerged in the water and lord brahma desirous of commencing his creations wished for a son. As a result, a divine child manifested whose complexion was dark. Not only that he had put on black apparels and a black crown on his head. A black sacred thread was hanging across his shoulder. Lord brahma immediately recognized aghoresh and eulogized him. Lord aghoresh became pleased by his devotion and blessed him. Just like the preceding kalpas, four divine children manifested from lord aghoresh's body. All of them had great resemblance with aghoresh in every respect. In course of time, they did tremendous penance and preached the virtue of religiousness to the mankind. A person who worships lord aghoresh and has deep devotion in him becomes liberated from gravest of sins like brahmhatya (sin acquired due to killing a brahmin) etc. 

Lord ishaan 

In the beginning of vishwaroopa kalpa, lord brahma, desirous of commencing creation was engrossed in deep meditation. This resulted into the manifestation of a divine cow, which puzzled lord brahma very much. Actually, this divine cow was none other then vishwaroopa saraswati, but lord brahma failed to recognize her. Lord brahma decided to take the help of lord ishaan and started meditating on him. When lord ishaan appeared before him, he was requested by lord brahma to shed light on the identity of that divine cow. Lord ishaan replied by saying-"the present kalpa is called vishwaroopa kalpa. It has originated from the left side of my body and is the thirty-third kalpa. This divine cow has also originated from me. She is goddess gauri-the source of all creation. After saying like this, lord ishaan created four divine entities from the body of the cow-jati, mundi, shikhandi and ardhamund. All of them were very luminous and virtuous. After preaching the world for thousands of divine year. They got reunited with lord rudra. 

The origin of shiva linga 

The sages asked sutji--- lord shiva is formless then how come shiva linga is worshipped? What is the significance of shiva linga? What is the proper method of worshipping a shiva linga ? Sutji replied--- once, lord brahma and lord vishnu developed serious different on the matter of superiority. A tremendous duel broke out between them. As they were fighting a mammoth linga appeared on the scence, the effulgence of which made efforts both of them amazed.both of them decided to find out the origin of that divine linga. Lord brahma transformed his appearance into that of a swan and flew up in the sky to determine the height of that linga. Lord vishnu transformed himself into a roar and entered the depth of earth to find the source of that shiva linga. But both of them failed in their objectives and returned to the same place exhausted. Suddenly, they heard a loud sound of aum emanating from the shiva linga. Very soon, the whole form of om, consisting of all the three letters a, u and m became visible. (the letters a, u and m symbolize lord brahma, vishnu and mahesh respectively). At last, both of them realized their mistake and stopped quarrelling. This way, lord shiva was successful in subduing their arrogance.lord rudra is beyond sensual perception. He is the supreme almighty and the bestowers of divine bliss. The mystical form of shivalinga is a symbolical expression of sacred mantra-aum. The letter a symbolizes beeja (seed), m the creator himself and u is the symbolical expression of yoni (vagina). Lord rudra is beyond sensual perception. He is the supreme almighty and the bestowers of divine bliss. The mystical form of shivalinga is a symbolical expression of sacred mantra-aum. The letter a symbolizes beeja (seed), m the creator himself and u is the symbolical expression of yoni (vagina). 

Lord shiva blesses brahma & vishnu

At the time, when this incident of mystical shiva linga had occurred and after which lord brahmaand vishnu had stopped quarelling, lord shiva appeared before them and said--- "i am very pleased with both of you, both of - " o vishnu! You are the creator, lord shiva. This made lord shiva extremely pleased and he the preserver as well as the destroyer of this world. I am the supreme you, though having distinct identities have actually manifested from my body-brahma from my left side and vishnu from my right." almighty and distinct from all three of you-brahma, vishnu and mahesh.lord vishnu expressed his undiluted devotion towards lord shiva. This made lord shiva extremely pleased and he said. "o vishnu! You are the creator, the preserver as well as the destroyer of this world. I am the supreme almighty and distinct from all three of you-brahma, vishnu and mahesh." linga is the personification of the almighty god. The term linga means fusion and the shivalinga are said to be the symbolical expression of all the deities. 

The manifestation of lord brahma 

The sages requested sutji to elucidate how lord brahma emerged from the navel of vishnu seated on a lotus flower. Sutji replied--- at the time of deluge lord vishnu went in his yoganidra lying on the back of sheshnag. As the result of his divine play, a huge lotus flower along with a long tubular stalk emerged from his navel. Lord brahma was seated on the lotus flower.when lord brahma saw lord vishnu, he asked-"who are you sleeping in this ocean?'' lord vishnu also asked the same question as to whom was he and from where had he manifested. Very soon, a quarrel ensures between them.desirous of knowing the identity of the stranger, lord vishnu entered brahma's abdomen through his mouth. He was amazed to find the existence of whole universe inside brahma's abdomen. He remained there for thousands of year but could not find the end. Being exhausted, he came out and told lord brahma that evens his abdomen had the same unlimited expanse. Lord brahma decided to check the authenticity of vishnu's statement and entered into his abdomen through the mouth. Lord brahma wandered inside the abdomen for thousands of year but could not find the end. Mean while, lord vishnu has shut each and every opening of his body which made it impossible for lord brahma to come out. Ultimately he was successful in coming out through the tubular stalk of the lotus.as lord brahma was not amused by vishnu's behaviour, he started fighting with him. Right at that moment, lord mahadev arrived there. His moments created high tide and strong mind, which vigorously shook the lotus flower. Lord vishnu immediately realized that these signs forebode the arrival of mahadev. He revealed this fact to brahma and about manadev's greatness. But lord brahma was not impressed. Lord vishnu then said --- "shiva is the almighty god. He is the one, whom, enlightened people are always in search for. He manifests himself in the form of an egg on account of the union of his formless and with form appearances. In course of time the egg gets divided into two halves, from which are created the different lokas (world). The egg is the very place from where originates the whole creation. Even you (brahma) own your existence to that egg. Your arrogance might invite the wrath of shiva. So, come let both of us eulogize and praise the holy name of mahadev. 

Lord brahma becomes the creator 

At last, lord vishnu was successful in convincing brahma of shiva's supreme status. Both of them eulogized and sang hymns in the praise of lord shiva.lord shiva became very pleased by their devotion. He requested lord vishnu wanted nothing else but undiluted devotion in him. Lord shiva agreed and said "so be it". Lord shiva then blessed brahma and made him the creator. Lord brahma did a tremendous penance, which continued for a very long period. The severe penance strained his eyes as a result of which tears started rolling down his cheeks. Poisonous snakes manifested from those teardrops. Lord brahma became disillusioned by his maiden creation and gave up his life. Eleven rudras emerged from his body and started wailing. They then brought lord brahma back to life.after becoming alive, lord brahma eulogized vishveshwar and goddess gayatri. He was amazed to see the existence of whole universe inside the body of lord vishveshwar all the kalpas including the different incarnations of lord shiva about origin of these kalpas and various incarnations like sadya, etc. 

Description of different kalpas 

Lord shiva revealed to brahma that the shwet-kalpa derived its name from his complexion. "i took incarnation attired in white apparels. My complexion was fair. You being self-begotten were able to recognize me. Goddess gayatri had also manifested from my body and later on became famous as 'shwet-lohit-brahm'." "the next kalpa was known as lohit kalpa because of my red complexion, goddess gayatri had also incarnated in the form of divine cow. I became famous as vaamdev during this kalpa." lord shiva then went on to describe about the rest of the kalpas which had been named after his complexion. He also gave in-depth description of various subjects like, the different worlds, the vedas the four major castes etc. 

Incarnations of shiva during various dwapar yugas 

On being enquired by lord brahma about his various incarnations, lord shiva said --- "i shall incarnate as shwet-mahamuni during 1st dwapar yuga of vaivaswat manvantar. My abode shell is at chhogal peak of himalaya mountain. I shall have four disciples who will be proficient in the vedas." "i will incarnate as sutar during second dwapar. At that time, saddyojaat prajapati will be holding he post of vyas.i will have four sons-dundubhi, shataroopa, richika and keluma." "during third dwapar and at the time when sage bhargav will be acting as a vyas, i will take incarnation as daman. I will have four sons-vikrosh, vikesh, vipash and paapnashak." "during fourth dwapar and at the time when sage angira will be acting as a vyas, i will take incarnation as suhotra. I will have four sons-sumukh, durmukh, durdhar and duratikram." "i will take incarnation as kank during fifth dwapar and at the time when sage savita will be fulfilling the obligations of vyas; i will have four sons-sanak, sanandan, sanatan and sanatkumar." "during sixth dwapar, i will take incarnation as laugakshi. At that time sage mrityu will be holding the post of vyas. My sons will be sudhama, viraja, shankh and padraj." "sage shataritu will act as vyas during seventh dwapar. I will have four sons-saraswat, megh, meghvah and suvahan." "sage vashishth will be the vyas during eighth dwapar. I will take incarnation as dadhivahan. My sons will be-kapil, aasuri, panch, shikhomuni and vashkal." "sage saraswat will act as vyas during nineth dwapar. I will take incarnation as rishabh. I will have four sons-parashar, garg, bhargav and aangiras." "the tenth dwapar will see tripad fulfilling the duties of vyas. I will incarnate as bhavita muni. I will have four sons-bala, bandhu, niramitra and ketu." "sage trivat will be the vyas during eleventh dwapar. I will take incarnation as ugra. My sons will be-lambodar, lambaksha & lambakesh." "sage shatateja will perform the duties of vyas during twelfth dwapar. I will have four sons-sarvagya, sambuddhi, saadhya and sarva." "dharma will be the vyas during thirteenth dwapar. I will take incarnation as bali and live at the hermitage of the baalkhilya. I will have four sons-sudhama, kashyap, vashishth and viraja." this way, lord shiva elaborated upon his various incarnations till the period of twenty-eight dwapar, which went as follows. Dwapar vyas shiva shiva's sons14th tarakshu gautamatri, devarudra, shravan & shrivishthak15th traiyyarunivedshirakuni, kunibahu, kusharir & kunetrak16th deva gokarnkashyao, shukracharya, chyavn & vrihaspati17th kritanjayguhavasiutathya, vamadev, mahayoga & mahabal18th ritanjay shikhanivachashrava,richik,shyavashva & yateeshwar19thbhardwaj jatamalihiranyabh, kaushal, laungakshi & kuthumi20thgautamattahaassumantu, varvari, kavandh & kushi kandhar21st vachashravadarukorampkshoda, bhayani, ketuman & gautam.22ndshushmayanlangli bheemdharmik, mahayotri, bhallavi, madhupinga,shwetu, ketu & kush23rd trinabindukalanjarushik, vrihadashva, deval & kavirevach24th rikshashoolishalihotra, agnivesh, unashva & sharadvasu.25thshaktidandi-mundishvarchhagal, kundak, kumbhand & prawahaj26thparasharsahishnu ulook, viddyut, shambuk & aashwalayan.27thjatuk karnyasomsharmaakshapad, kumar, ulook & vatsa.28thdwaipayanlakuli kushik, garg, mitra & kaurushya 

Rituals of shiva-linga worship (purity) 

Once, goddess parvati asked lord shiva about the proper methods of worshipping shiva-linga. While shiva was elucidating upon the rituals, nandi who was present there too got enlightened on this sacred topic. In course of time, this knowledge was passed on to sanat kumar, who in turn revealed it to sage vyas. Sutji came to know about it from shailadi.lord shiva had described the following three methods, by the help of which a devotee should become pure before commencing his worship. 

- varun snan (taking bath in open) .

- bhashma snan (smearing ashes on the body) .

- mantra snan (chanting of mantra) .

Lord shiva had stressed upon the importance of taking bath in a river or a pond. According to him a man's mind, which is like a lotus, could never blossom unless it received the radiance of the sun. Describing about the methods of taking bhasmsnan, he said-after washing his hands and feet, a devotee should smear any of the following things on his body to make it pure-mud, cowdung ashes etc. While smearing mud on his body, he should chant the mantra -uddhatashivarahen. After becoming pure according to the methods mentioned above, he should then worship lord varun. Having done, this, he should take a dip in the river after purifying the water by chanting the sacred 'adhamarshan' mantra. He should then worship all the deities by sprinkling water from the shankh (conch) and amidst the chanting of mantras like 'rudren pavamanen' etc. He should then concentrate upon the form of a shivalinga. He should drink some water holding some kusha grass in his right hand simultaneously. A devotee should commence his worship only after becoming pure. In the beginning he should perform pranayam for three times so that his lungs are filled up with fresh air. After this, he should concentrate his mind on the form of lord trayambak in all his glory. He should purify all the articles required for the worship by performing ablution and by chanting om namah shivay. He should also make offerings of flowers, rice grains, and barley etc. To the deity. Worship of lord shiva is believed to be incomplete without the worship of his family-nandi, kartikeya, vinayak and goddess parvati. So, the devotee must not forget to worship them. 

Lord shiva tests the patience of sages

Once upon a time, the sages were busy doing their penance to please lord mahadev. Lord shiva decided to test patience and visited daruk forest in naked position. By the virtue of his divine power, he was successful in corrupting the conduct of the sage's wives. Those women became so infatuated by his divine appearance that they lost control omen themselves. They were desirous of satiating their lust but shiva maintained silence and did not oblige them. When the sages saw the womenfolk in such a pitiable condition, they started abusing lord shiva. Lord shiva did not respond and disappeared from the scene. Now, the sages became very frightened. All of them went to lord brahma and narrated the whole incident. Lord brahma reprimanded them by saying that how unfortunate they had been in not recognizing lord shiva- the almighty. Lord brahma said-"you have committed a grace sir by showing disrespect to your guest. Your conduct was unlike sudarshan-a brahmin who by his hospitality was able to win the lord of death." lord brahma narrated the following tale to them --- "once there lived a kind hearted brahmin named sudarshan. He was very hospitable and considered his guests, as lord shiva himself. He had given strict instructions to his wife that under no circumstance should a guest return unsatisfied from his home." "dharmaraj wanted to test sudarshan firmness in his belief. One day he arrived at sudarshan's hermitage disguised as a brahmin. At that time he was not present in his hermitage. Dharmaraj refused to accept anything in donation except sudarshan's wife herself. "sudarshan's wife offered herself without any hesitation. When he returned, not finding her wife started calling her name. At that time he heard a voice saying that his wife was satisfying the lust of a guest. Sudarshan remained unperturbed and requested his guest to carry on till he is satisfied." "dharmaraj became pleased. He appeared before sudarshan and gave blessings. He appreciated his hospitable nature by saying that by the virtue of his undiluted hospitality he had even vanquished him (dharmaraj)." the sages were very ashamed of their conduct and returned lord brahma to explain as to how they could have devotion in lord shiva. Lord brahma elucidated on the virtue of devotion and narrated the tale of sage shwet who had subjugated even death by his devotion. 

Sage shwet 

The sages were very curious to know about sage shwet. Lord brahma narrated the following tale --- "once, there lived a sage named shwet. He was a great devotee of lord shiva. He lived in a cave and engaged himself in severe penance, continuously chanting the holy name of shiva. When the time of his death approached, 'kaal arrived there to take his life. Sage shwet started eulogizing lord shiva. He challenged 'kaal' that being a devotee of shiva he was beyond the reach of death. But, kaal made fun of him and told him that nobody could escape death. Sage shwet had unshakable faith in lord shiva. Pointing towards the shiva linga, he told kaal that he would remain unharmed because of lord shiva who was present in that shivalinga. Suddenly, kaal tied him with his noose and said---see, now you are absolutely under my control and even your deity seems to be helpless. To protect his devotee, lord shiva arrived on the scene accomplished by goddess amba, ganapati and nandi. 'Kaal' got scared to such an extent that he fainted and died." the sages curiously asked lord brahma about the means with which shiva could be pleased. Lord brahma told them that only deep devotion and nothing else could please lord shiva. 

Sages eulogize lord shiva 

Having realized their mistake, the sages returned to daruk forest and engaged themselves in austere penance to please shiva. They did a tremendous penance, which lasted for a year. Ultimately their wished were fulfilled as lord shiva appeared with ashes smeared all over his body. He had a begging-bowl in his hands and exhibited strange mannerism. But this time the sages did not fail in recognizing him. They begged for his forgiveness and sought his blessings. Lord shiva became pleased and blessed them divine sight, which made them enable to see his form of trayambak. The illumines appearance of lord trayambak cast a spellbound over them. They eulogized lord shiva by singing praise in his name. This way, their deep devotion in lord shiva had exploited them from their sin. 

Lord shiva preaches the sages 

Lord shiva revealed to the sages that a female sex organ was nothing but a symbolic expression of goddess parvati where as a male sex organ symbolized his own self. He also cautioned them against making fun of hermit's appearance. He said-"these hermits who appear absured by their looks are my great devotees. They don't care about their physical appearance because i predominantly occupy their thoughts. Anybody making fun of these 'naked' hermits, whose bodies are smeared with ashes is in fact making fun of me." lord shiva then went on to describe the purity of ash and said--- ash is extremely pure, as it is the residual element of matter, which is left after burning. It is sacred and indestructible. This is why, i smear it on my body. A person who smears ash on his body becomes liberated from all his sins. It is the destroyer of sin. It is the symbolic expression of my 'veerya' (semen). This way, lord shiva enlightened them on various spiritual topics. 

Dadhichi subjugates kshoopa 

There ruled a king named kshoopa whose friend was sage dadhichi. Once they got into argument over the superiority of their respective castes. King kshoopa was of the opinion that a kshetriya was superior to brahmin. Very soon, the dispute took an ugly turn and a duel broke out between them. Dadhich punched kshoopa on his head. Kshoopa retaliated by attacking dadhichi with his weapon named vajra. The assault proved to be for dadhichi and he fell down, before his death he prayed to his guru-shukracharya and sought his help. Realizing that his disciple was in danger, shukracharya rushed to the spot, but dadhichi had already died before he could arrive there. Shukracharya knew the secret learning-mritasanjivani vidya. He brought back dadhichi alive and advised him to please lord shiva to attain invincibility. He also taught dadhichi the proper methods of worshipping shiva. Dadhichi did an austere penance and pleased lord shiva. Lord shiva appeared and blessed him with invincibility and also made his bones as hard as indra's thunderbolt (vajra). Dadhichi then went to fight kshoopa. He kicked kshoopa on his chest. Kshoopa retaliated by attacking dadhichi with his vajra. But this time dadhichi remained unharmed. Kshoopa was surprised to see his assault going in vain. He decided to take the help of lord vishnu and engaged himself in austere penance. 

Kshoopa accepts defeat 

When lord vishnu appeared before kshoopa, he sought his help in defeating dadhichi. Lord vishnu expressed his inability by saying--- i don't punish a brahmin, especially if he is a devotee of rudra. Dadhichi is both, so forget about defeating him. Anyhow, i will try me best to make dadhichi devoid of his power. Lord vishnu then went to dadhichi's hermitage disguised as a brahmin. Dadhichi recognized him and came to know about his intentions. He requested lord vishnu to go ahead with his demand. "i have conquered fear on account of my total devotion in lord shiva" said dadhichi. Lord vishnu did not like his arrogant behaviour. He said-"i know you have conquered fear. But, just for once, say that you are fearful of me, as i am vishnu." but, dadhichi refused to obey his commands. This infuriated lord vishnu and he tried to kill dadhichi with his chakra. Dadhichi remained unharmed and said-how can this chakra harm me? Lord shiva has given whose devotee i am it to you whose devotee i am. Lord vishnu tried to use his other weapons but failed to cause any harm to dadhichi. All the deities came to his help but still their efforts of defeating dadhichi went futile.lord vishnu then tried to impress dadhichi by his divine powers and showed his divine appearance in which the whole world was visible. Dadhichi gave a befitting reply by showing the whole universe including lord vishnu within his body. Lord vishnu was amazed by his divine powers. Ultimately, lord brahma persuaded lord vishnu to discontinue the fight. Seeing his lord in such a helpless condition, kshoopa had no other option but to accept defeat. He tried to pacify dadhichi anger by asking cursed him as well as all the deities by saying--- all of you including the deities and vishnu will be destroyed in daksha's yagya as the consequence of rudra's wrath. The place where dadhichi's hermitage was situated later on became famously known as sthaneshwar. It is considered to be the most sacred place of pilgrimage. 

Shilad's impossible demand 

Once, shilad did an austere penance to please indra. He was desirous of begetting a son. When indra appeared he requested him to bless him with a son who was self-born as well as deathless. Indra expressed his helplessness in fulfilling impossible demand. Even lord brahma meets his end after the passage of crores of kalpas"-said indra. Shilad tried to convince the validity of his demand by citing the example of daksha's son who according to his best of knowledge were self-born as well as deathless. Indra told him that it was not true. To prove his point indra said-"even vishnu and brahma are not self born. Lord vishnu created brahma during meghavahan kalpa. Some are of the view that vishnu and brahma manifested from the left and right sides of shiva respectively. So, your demand is unsubstantial and without any base." according to a mythological tale lord vishnu manifested from in between the eyebrow of lord brahma. At that time lord shiva had arrived there to bless both of them.after the departure of lord shiva, vishnu took the incarnation of varah (boar) and reestablished the earth in it's original position. Lord brahma then commenced his creation and in course of time the earth came to be inhabitated by all kind of living creatures. 

The characteristics of four eras 

Shilad requested indra to shed light on the special characteristics of each of the four eras. Indra replied---lord brahma created the four eras (yugas)--satya, treta, dwapar and kali. There eras keep on occuring in a cyclic order where the former is followed by the latter.saoguna (pure) prevails during satyayuga. Rajoguna is the dominant quality prevailing during tretayuga. During dwapar yuga both rajoguna and tamoguna are present. Tamoguna (dark) is the dominant quality prevailing during kaliyuga. During satya yuga, meditation was the means by the help of which a man could achieve salvation while oblation, devotion and donation were said to be the means capable of giving salvation during treta, dwapar and kaliyuga respectively. The inhabitants of satyayuga were virtuous and free from sorrow. But, the vice of desire started to raise it's head during treta and people started being troubled by it. Lord brahma created the warrior caste kshatriya for the protection of virtuosity.lord brahma propogated the rituals of oblation during tretayuga. Everything was fine till tretayuga but there was a drastic change in the human behaviour during dwapar yuga. All the vices surfaced and people were troubled by them. Some extraordinary lietarary feats were accomplished during dwapar--sage vyas categorized the veda into four sections, all the major puranas were compiled and smritis were written. Kaliyuga saw the devline of virtuosity and religiousness. Ignorance and false knowledge prevailed everywhere during this era. 

Kaliyuga 

Describing about the decline in moral values during kaliyuga, indra told shilad-- in kaliyuga, people will be under the total influence of the worldly illusions. Ignorance diseases, fear and hunger will be prevalent everywhere. Famine and drought would occur quite frequently as the fall out of inadequate rain. Sinners would outnumber the virtuous people would deviate from the path of religiousness. Brahmins would lose their superiority and shudras would become the rulers. Brahmins will not be respected and will be forced to serve the lowlye people. Majority of women would be immoral and progenies would not obey the commands of their parents. Predicting a grim scenario, indra stressed great importance of religiousness during kaliyuga and said-- a virtuous deed accomplished in kaliyuga gives fruits in aday as compared to treta and dwapar, which take one year and one month respectively. 

Manifestation of brahma 

Once, lord brahma did an austere penance to please lord shiva. Shiva manifestated as ardhnarishwar (partly male partly female) from his forehead and said--'i am your son'. But, the unberabale heat emanating from the effulgence of ardhanarishwar burnt the whole world including lord brahma. Lord shiva then separated the feminine part of his body (goddess parmeshwari) and instructed her to begin creation.both brahma and vishnu manifested from the body of goddess parmeshwari. Lord vishnu divided his body into two halves and created the world. Lord brahma once again did a tremendous penance which lasted for ten thousand years. Once again shiva manifested from his forehead, but this time as neelalohit. Lord neelalohit became pleased by brahma's eulogy and blessed him. 

Manifestation of nandishwar 

Shilad did a tremendous penance to please lord shiva. His penance continued for thousands of year. At last, lord shiva appeared before him and said--"i am extremely pleased by you devotion. I shall bless you with a son who will become famous for his knowledge and learning." but, shilad was desirous of a self-born and immortal son. Lord shiva said--'your desire will be fulfilled. Even lord brahma had requested me to take an incarnation. I will take birth as your son and my name will be nandi." in course of time, shiva manifested from the oblation site. The deities became pleased after seeing nandi, who possessed three eyes, four arms and a crown on his head. 

The nether world 

Lord shiva is the source from where all the different worlds originate. People in their ignorance are unware of the fact that the whole universe is nothing but a medium through which shiva manifests himself.the various worlds like maha, jana, tapa, satya etc. And all the natural e;ements like earth, sky ocean etc, owe their origin to shiva. Underneath the earth lies the netherworlds which are all together seven in number-- tala, vitalo, sutala etc. The netherworld named mahatala is the dwelling place of lord muchkand and king bali. Sutala is yellow in colour while vitalo shines brightly like a coral. Atala is of white colour and tala has a shade of white. All these netherworld have the same expanse as the earth. Rasatal is the place where vasuki resides. Talatal is the dwelling place of mighty demons like virochan and hiranyaksha. It is also the place where hell is situated. The netherworld named sutal is the dwelling place where tarka, agnimukh and prahlada live. Tala is the dwelling place of mighty warriors like mahakumbh, hayagreeva etc. 

The seven islands 

The earth consists of seven islands, many rivers, mountains and seven oceans. The plaksha, shaalmali, kush, kraunch, shaak and pushkar. Lord shiva alongwith goddess ambika and his ganas dwell in all these seven islands in one form or the other. The name of the seven oceans are ksharod, rasod, surod, ghatodakshi, dadhyarnav, kshirod and swadood. Lord shiva manifests himself in all of them. Lord shiva dwells in the ocean named kshirarnav. King priyavrata was the grandson of manu, who ruled during swayambhuva manvantar. He had ten sons-- agnighra, agnibahu, meghatithi, vasu, and vayushmaan. Jyotishmaan, dyutimaan, havya, savan etc. Priyavrata had made aghnighra the king of jambudweepa. Similarly the islands of plakshadweepa, shaalmali, kushadweepa, kraunchdweepa, shaalvadweepa and pushkar were given to medhatithi, vayushmaan, jyotishmaan, dyutimaan havya and savan respectively. Havya had seven sons who became rulers and the different territories they ruled desired their names from 

Them. Bharat varsh 

Agnighra--the ruler of jambudweepa was a great devotee of lord shiva. He had nine sons--nabhi, kimpurush, harivarsha, ilavrata, ramya, hiranyamaan, kuru, bhadrashva and ketumaal. Agnighra appointed nabhi the king of hemakhya. Similarly, kimpurush, harivarsha, ilavrata, ramya, hiranyaman, kuru, bhadrashva and ketumaal were given the kingdoms of hemakoot, naishadh, meru, neelachal, shwet, shringavarsh, maalvan and gandhamoodan respectively. After this, agnighra renounced everything and went to do penance. Merudevi was nabhi's wife and the mother of rishabh. After growing up rishabh got married and became the father of no less than one hundred sons. Among them bharat was the eldest. When bharat grow up, rishabh appointed him as his successor and after renouncing everything went to the forest. Bharat went on to become a great king and ruled over the whole territory southwards of himalaya. Our country derives it's name from him. Bharat had a son named sumati who succeeded his father as a king. 

The meru mountain 

Meru mountain is situated in the heart of jambudweepa. The meru range is spread in the area of 16 thousand yojan. It's towering peak is 84 thousand in height from the ground level and had even penetrated the depth of earth to the measurement of 16 thousand yojan. Meru mountain is considered to be very sacred and is believed to be the dwelling place of the deities. Yamraj's abode--vaivaswatipuri is situated in the souther part of meru mountain. Some other holy places like shuddhavati, gandhavati and yashomati are also situated on this mountain where lord brahma, lord vishnu and lord shiva are believed to have their respective abodes.the sun continuously shines over meru mountain. A river named jambu flows down this mountain. There is also a tree by the same name which is eternally ladden with fruits. The meru mountain is surrounded on all its sides by a country ilavrita. The residents of ilavrita relish the fruits of jambu tree. 

The prominent mountains 

Describing about the physical characteristics os all tje seven islands, sutji says --- "seven mountains are situated in plaksha dweepa-gobhedak, chaandra, narad, dundubhi, soyak, sumana and vaibhraj. Similarly, the prominent mountain ranges situated in shaalmali dweepa are kumud, uttam, balahak, drona, karkamahish kumudman etc. Kushadweepa also has seven mountains among which vidhrabh and hem are the prominent ones. All these seven islands are surrounded by seven oceans. The mountain named lokalok is so gigantic in size that half of its part is always covered in darkness. The omnipresent lord shiva pervades the whole universe. Once, being confronted by the effulgence of lord shiva, who had disguised himself as a yaksha, all the deities became devoid of their power. Indra was amazed and asked the yaksha as to who he was. Lord shiva disappeared without giving any answer and goddess ambika appeared before the deities. Indra asked her the same question to which goddess ambika replied--- he was none other than the almighty shiva. I being the prakriti (nature) do creation following his instructions. He is the embodiment of purush (supreme almighty). 

The sun 

The movement of sun is rapid when it is positioned south of equator (dakshinayan), on the other hand its movement is slow when positioned north os equator (uttarayan).the time is indicated by the various positions of sun while it is on its course of movement in the horizon. While the sun is situated in the south-east direction it is believed to be the morning time. Similarlt, when the sun has positioned itself in the south-west, north-west or south-east direction, it is said to be the 'before-noon', 'after-noon' and night respectively. The sun is believed to be mounted on a chariot while on its course of movement in the horizon. All the deities, apsaras and gandharvas are believed to follow its movement.the periods of day and night consist of 30 ghadi each. The sun causes rainfall due to the process of evaporation. Water is the source of life and is the manifestation of lord shiva himself. 

Lord brahma assigns lordships to the deities. 

The sages requested sutji to describe how lord brahma assigned lordships to all the deities and the demons. Sutji replied--- the sun was made the lord of all the planets. Soma was made the lord of all the constellations and medicinal herbs. Similarly, vaun was made the lord of water, while kuber was assigned the lordship of wealth. Lord vishnu attained the lordship of aadityas, pawak of vasus, daksha of prajapatis, indra of deities, and prahlad attained the lordship of all the demons. Some other prominent species and the assigned lordships are as follows--- specieslordanimalsrudrawomenumarudrasneelalohitobstaclesgajananpower of speechsaraswatimountainshimalayariversgangaoceansksheersagartreespeepal (holy fig)gandharvaschitrarathiserpentstakshakbirdsgaruda prithu was made the lord of earth and lord shiva the lord of whole universe. 

The chariots of sun moon & other planets 

The chariot of surya is believed to have been created by lord brahma. It is made up of gold and its wheels have five spokeseach. The chariot is very huge in size and its expanse covers the area of nine thousand yojan. It is pulled by seven horses which are of green complexion. The movement of sun results into the occurence of day and night. The moon's chariot consists of three wheela and is pulled by ten white horses. Each wheel is supported by one hundred spokes.the chariots of mercury, mars and jupiter are believed to be pulled by eight horses each. The chariot of saturn is believed to be pulled by ten black horses. 

The radiance of surya 

The surya is the source to which all the living beings owe their existence. All the deities derive their effulgence from surya, who in turn derives its own radiance from lord mahadev.time is determined with the help of surya's movement. One can not even imagine the various units of time, like kshana, muhurta day, night, fortnight, month, and season etc. Without the existence of surya. The sun, which illuminates the whole world is nothing but the medium through which the almighty rudra manifests himself. The sun sheds thousands of rays among which seven are prominent-sushumna, rishikesh, vishwakarma, vishwatyacha, annadh, sarvavasu and swarah. 

Dhruva -- the supreme devotee 

The sages asked sutji as to how dhruva became successful in attaining immortality and supreme status among all the stars. Sutji narrated the following tale--- there lived a king named uttanpad, who had two queens--suniti and suruchi. The eldest queen suniti had a son named dhruva. One day while dhruva was sitting in his father's lap, suruchi--his step mother, contemptuously pulled him from uttanpad's lap and made her own son sit in his place. Dhruva went to suniti and complained about his steps mother's behaviour. Suniti advised dhruva that he should seek for the supreme status, which is permanent. Following his mother's advice, dhruva went to the forest in search of that supreme status. In the forest, he met sage vishwamitra who advised him to seek the blessings of lord keshav by chanting the sacred mantra 'om namo vasudevay'. Dhruva did an austere penance for thousands of year. At last, lord vishnu became pleased and appeared before him mounted on garuda. Lord vishnu touched dhruva's face with his conch as a result of which he attained self knowledge. Lord vishnu blessed dhruva by saying --- i give you the supreme place, which even the deities and the sages long for. This way, dhruva attained a supreme status among all the stars with the blessings of lord vishnu. 

The origin of deities

On being enquired by the sages about the origin of deities, demons and other celestial entities, sutji said-- daksha being desirous of enhancing the population, created ten-thousand sons merely by his wish and instructed them to contribute in the propagation of population. His objective remained unfulfilled as narad was successful in preaching them towards the path of devotion. As a result all of them went to do meditation after renouncing the world. Seeing his efforts go in vain, daksha created ten thousand more sons who were convinced by narad to the path of renunciation once again.daksha then begot sixty daughters from his wife named vairini. When these girls grew up, daksha married to different sages--ten of them were married to dharma, thirteen to kashyap, twenty-seven to soma, four to arishtanemi, two to bhrigu's son, two to krishashwa and the remaining two were married to angira. The named of dharma's wives were marutivati, vasu, aryama, lamba, bhanu, arundhati, sankalpa, muhurta, sadhya and vishwabhamini.vishwabhamini was the mother of vishvedeva, while sadhya gave birth to sadhva. Similarly, marutvati, bhanu, muhurta, lamba and sankalpa gave birth to varutwan, bhanav, mahurtik ghosh and sankalp respectively. Vasu became the mother of eight vasus. Among the twenty seven wives of kashyap the names of some prominent ones were--aditi, diti, arishta, surasa, muni, surabhi, vinata, tamra, krodha, vasha, ila, kadru, twishad, anga etc.kashyap had two sons from diti, hiranyakashipu and hiranyaksha. Danu gave birth to one hundred sons among whom viprachit was very prominent. Tamra gave birth to six daughters---shuki, sweni, sugreevi, gridhika, bhasi and shuni. Kashyap did an austere penance and was blessed with two sons--vatsar & asit, vatsar had two sons--naibudh and raimbh. Asit married ekparna and had one son from her--brahmanishth.vashishth was married to arundhati and had one hundred sons from her among whom shakti was the eldest. Shakti was married to adrishyanti and parashar was his son. Dwaipayan was the son of parashar and shukra was dwaipayan's son. 

Sage parashar 

The sages asked sutji how shakti had been devoured by a demon named rudhir. Sutiji replied--- once, sage vashishth was presiding over a grand yagya being organized by a king named kalmashpad. Vashishth had a rivalry with vishwamitra. On seeing vashishth busy in that yagya, vishwamitra instigated rudhir-- a demon, to kill his sons. Rudhir followed the instructions and devoured vashishth's sons including shakti. When vashishth learnt about his sons death his heart was filled with grief. He desired to give up his life but was prevented from doing so by his daughter-in-law. She informed him about her pregnancy and said-- very soon you will see your grandson. So, quit the idea of giving up your life.vashishth, though still mournful of his son's death, postponed the idea of giving up his life for the time being. One day while he was engrossed in the thoughts of his departed son, he was amazed to listen the recital of a vedic hymn. He looked all around but found nobody. Suddenly he heard a heavenly voice that revealed by his grandson who was still inside the womb of his mother. In course of time, arundhati gave birth to a son who was named parashar. One day young parashar curiously enquired from his mother as to why she did not put on ornaments like other women of her age do. Arundhati kept quite but when parashar kept on insisting she revealed to him that it was not proper for a mournful women to adorn herself. She also told him how his father--shakti had been killed by rudhir, the demon. Parashar consoled arundhati by saying that he would avenge his father's lord shiva. He then made an earthen shivalinga and started worshipping it by chanting the scared mantras of shiva-sukta and trayambak sukta. Lord shiva became pleased by his devotion and blessed him with a divine vision which enabled him to see his dead father. Parashar then commenced a yagya with the purpose of annihilating the demons. All the demons started being tormented by the extreme heat generated by that oblation. Vashishth prevented by that oblation. Vashishth prevented parashar from contiuing with that yagya as many innocent demons had suffered. Parashar stopped performing the rituals at his father's request. Sage pulastya had also been invited in that yagya. He was very pleased by his devotion toward his father and blessed him with the knowledge of all the scriptures. In course of time, parashar became famous for his treatise--vishnu puran. 

The lineage of aaditya 

On being enquired by the sages about the respective lineage of aaditya (sun) and soma (moon) sutji replied--- sage kashyap had a son--aaditya, from aditi. Aadity had four wives--sangya, rajyi, prabha and chhaya. Sangya gave birth to manu whereas ragyi was the mother of yama, yamuna and raivat. Prabha gave birth to prabhat while chhaya was the mother of three children--savarni, shani, tapti and vrishti. Chhaya was extremely affectionate towards her step son-- yama. One day yama kicked her in anger as a result of which his leg became inflicted with incurable disease. He became cured of his disease only after doing penance for thousands of years at as place called gokarna. Manu had nine sons--- ikshavaku, nabhag, dhrishnu, sharyati, narishyant, naabhaag, arisht, karush and prishaghna. He also had three daughters--ila, jyeshtha and varishtha who coincidentally attained male physique later on in their life.ila became famous as sudyumna and had three sons-- utkal, gopa and vinitashva. Harishwa was the descendant of ikshavaku and had a son named vasumana. Tridhanva was vasumana's son. He had attained the designation of 'ganapatya' by virtue of accomplishing one thousand ashwamedha yaga. Tridhanva had a son named trayyarun and the name of his son was satyavrata. The same satyavrata became famous as trishanku, who was the only person to attain to heaven with his mortal body. The most truthful king harish chandra was the son if trishanku. Harish chandra had a son named rohit. Sagar belonged to the lineage of harish chandra. He had two wives-- prabha had given birth to sixty thousand sons but bhanumati had only one son named asamanjas.anshuman was the son on asamanjas. Anshuman's son was dilip. Sage bhagirath was the son of dilip. Some prominent personality who belonged to the lineage of ikshavaku were shrut, naabhaag, ambarish, dirghabahu, dilip (dirghabahu's son), raghu, aja, dasharath, ram, laxman, bharat, shatrughna, lav and kush. The famous king pururava also cause from the same lineage. He was a great devotee of lord shiva. His son was nahush. Nahush had six sons among whom yayati was the eldest. Yayati had two wives--- devayani and sharmishtha. Yayati ruled over the whole earth. He had conquered the whole earth with the help of divine weapons and chariot which he had received from his father in law--shukracharya (devayani's father). Yayati had two sons from devayani-- yadu and turvasu. He also had three sons from his second wife--sharmishtha whose names were drushya, anu and puru.yayati appointed his youngest son puru as his successor because of his total devotion towards his parent. Yadu was made the ruler of southern province. 

Yadu dynasty 

Yadu had five sons among whom sahastrajeet was the eldest. Shatarjay was the oson of sahastrajeet and himself had three sons--haihya, haya and venu. Dharma was haihya's son. Dharmanetra was the son of dharma and himself had two sons--kirti and sanjay.sanjay's son was mahishman and bhadrashrenya was mahishman's son. Durdam was the son of bhadrashrenya and durdam's son was dhanak. Dhanak had four sons among whom the youngest --kartaveerya arjuna was very mighty. He was killed by parashuran. Kartaveerya arjuna had many sons among whom shoor, shoorsen, dhrishta, krishna and jayadhuraja were prominent. Jayadhwaja had a very mighty son named talajangha. Talajangha too had many mighty and brave sons like veetihotra, vrisha eetc. Vrisha had a son-- madhu. Madhu's son was vrishni. Some other prominent kings of yadu dynasty were--praghrajit, jyamagh, shrut, vidarbh, subhag, vayu, kratha, kaushik, romapad, vabhru, sughriti, kunta, ranadhrista, bheemarath, navarath, dhridharath, karambha, devaratha, devakshatrak and madhu.the famous kaurava dynasty came from the lineage of madhu. 

Sri krishna 

Aahuka came from the lineage of yadu. He had two sons-- devak andugrasen. The eldest son, devak had eleven children--four sons and seven daughters. The names of his sons were-- devavaan, upadeva, sudeva and devarakshit. All his seven daughters, which also included devaki were married to vasudeva. Aahuk's youngest son, ugrasen had nice sons among kansa was the eldest. Vasudeva had a son named balaram from rohini. Devaki, one of his wives gave birth of lord sri krishna. Vasudeva had exchanged sri krishna with the daughter of yashoda as sri krishna's life was under threat from kansa. When kansa tried to kill her, she slipped away from her hand and ascended towards the sky. She then thundered. ''There is no use killing me. The person who is supposed to kill you has already taken birth'. Her prophesy came to be truth and kansa was ultimately killed by sri krishna. Sri krishna had 16108 queens among whom rukmini was dearest. He did an austere penance to please lord shiva as the result of which he was blessed with many sons like charudeshna, sucharu, pradyumna etc. He also had a son named saamb from jaambawati. Lord krishna left for heavenly abode after enjoying a long life of 120 years. He had destroyed his whole clan before leaving his mortal body. A hunter named jara who mistook him to be a deer killed him. Due to the curse of ashtavakra, sri krishna's wives had been abducted by the dacoits. 

Lord brahma blesses the demons 

The sages asked sutji as to how did maya--the demon acquire three well fortified forts from lord brahma and how was lord shiva finally successful in destroying them. Sutji replied-- after tarakasur's death his three sons, vidyunmali, kamlaksha and tarakaksha did tremendous penance to please lord brahma. When lord brahma appeared. They expressed their desire of attaining immortality. Lord brahma refused to oblige them. The demons after consulting each other demanded three invincible forts from him and said 'only such a person should be able to kill us, who is capable of destroying all the three forts with a single shot of an arrow.' lord brahma blessed them and disappeared. Maya, then did an austere penance and with the help of divine powers attained from it, constructed three forts at three different places. The fort made of gold was situated in the heaven, while the silver-fort was situated in the space. The third fort, which was made of iron, was situated on the earth. The gold-fort was given to tarakaksha, the silver-fort to kamalaksha and the iron-fort was given to vidyunmali. After acquiring these invincible forts all the demons had become extremely arrogant. They started tormenting the deities. The deities went to lord vishnu and requested help. Lord vishnu created thousands of spirits (bhootganas) and instructed them to destroy those three forts. But, the bhootganas were unsuccessful in their attempt and were charred to death. Lamenting their death the deities went to lord vishnu and sought help once again. Lord vishnu was aware that the demons derived their power from lord shiva. So, he decided to deviate them from the path of shiva's devotion. He then created an illusionary entity. The illusionary entity went to the place where demons lived and was successful in influencing them by his illusionary tactics. All the demons became so impressed by him that they stopped worshipping lord shiva and became his disciples. This resulted into a total degradation of moral values among the demons. Finding the time opportune, lord vishnu eulogized shiva who appeared and agreed to destroy those three forts.vishwakarma made a divine chariot for lord shiva and lord brahma became the charioteer. Mounted on that chariot, lord shiva proceeded towards the demon. All the deities followed him. Lord brahma said---'right now it is pushya yoga and it is very auspicious for launching and it is very auspicious for launching an attack on the demon's forts.'lord shiva then released his arrow, which after destroying all the three forts returned to his quiver. The deities became pleased and eulogized lord shiva. 

Appointment of andhak as the lord of ganas 

On being asked by the sages how andhak--the demon was appointed as the lord of ganas by lord shiva, sutji narrated the following tale to them.--the mighty demon, andhak was hiranyaksh's son. By the virtue of his austere penance he had received a boon of immortality from lord brahma. In course of time he conquered all the three worlds. He started tormenting the deities and as a result of which they had to take refuge in the causes of mandarachal mountain. The deities went to lord shiva and narrated their woeful tale to him. They also requested him to kill andhak so that they could live in peace.lord shiva went to the place where andhak lived accompanied by all the deities. When andhak saw them coming, he attacked menacingly with his various weapons. The deities became scared and started running helter-skelter. Lord shiva then killed andhak with his trident. He then lifted the corpse with the help of his trident and kept in that position for a very long period. The divine sight of lord shiva had liberated andhak from all his sins.finding himself in a helpless position, andhak eulogized shiva and begged for forgiveness. At last, lord shiva became pleased and brought andhak down after lowering his trident. He gave him the designation of a ganapati and made him the lord of his ganas. 

The liberation of earth 

The sages were curious to know how lord vishnu in his incarnation of varah (boar), had liberated the earth from the captivity of hiranyaksha. They also wanted to know why lord shiva adorned himself with the horn of that boar. Sutji narrated the following tale--- hiranyaksha--andhak's father was a tyrant. After vanquishing the deities, he had taken the earth to 'rasatala'. The deities sought the help of lord vishnu. Lord vishnu then took the incarnation of varaha (boar) and killed hiranyaksha with his sharp horns. He then brought the earth from rasatala and kept it in its original position. The deities eulogized both lord vishnu and mother earth. Lord shiva adorned and himself with the ornament carved out from the horn of that boar. This is the reason why he is also called 'danshtri' (wild boar). 

Killing of jalandhar 

The sages requested sutji to reveal how lord shiva had killed the notorious demon-- jalandhar. Sutji narrated the following tale--- there was a demon named jalandhar. He had manifested from the ocean. He had acquired divine power by the virtue of his austere penance.jalandhar had defeated the deities and conquered the heaven. He even defeated lord vishnu and boasted---'i have conquered everybody. Now! Only shiva is lift to be conquered.' jalandhar went to fight a battle with lord shiva accompanied by a huge army. Lord shiva was aware of the boon, which lord brahma had given to andhak and which had made him invincible. Jalandhar derived his power from his wife- vrinda who was an extremely chaste woman.as per the plans of the deities, lord vishnu disguised as jalandhar and went to breach the modesty of vrinda. Vrinda could not recognize lord vishnu and mistook him to be her husband--jalandhar. Ultimately, lord vishnu was successful in his motives. Meanwhile, the battle had commenced between jalandhar and lord shiva. Lord shiva destroyed the whole army of jalandhar by the sight of his third eye. Jalandhar became furious and tried to kill lord shiva with the sudarshan chakra, which he had snatched from vishnu. Butas soon as he lifted the sudarshan chakra, his body got cut into two parts. The death of jalandhar brought immense joy to the deities. 

The origin of lord ganesh 

Once, the deities requested lord shiva to device some means so that they no longer had to live under the threat of the demons.the most merciful lord pinaki shiva then took the incarnation of ganeshwar. He had a human body but his heard resembled like an elephant. He held a trident in his hand. All the deities eulogized lord ganesh--the lord of wisdom and the remover of all obstacles. Lord ganesh is the first deity to be worshipped in any ritual as he is believed to remove all the obstacles. A devotee of lord ganesh is free from the fear of failures and achieves success in any endeavour he undertakes. 

Shiv tandav 

The deities were curious to know the story behind 'tandav'- the famous dance of lord shiva. So, they asked sutji how it started and what made shiva to perform tandav. Sutji replied--- there lived a demon named daruk. He had acquired divine powers by the virtue of his austere penance. He started tormenting te deities, sages and all the virtuous people.all the deities went to lord shiva and requested him to give protection from the tyrany of daruk. Lord shiva then requested parvati to help the deities. One part of parvati's consciousness entered into the body of lord shiva. But, the deities were not aware of this happening. Goddess parvati then attained her physical form with the help of poison stored in the throat of lord shiva. The effet of poison had made her complexion dark. Lord shiva then brought her out from within his body through his third eye. The deities became frightened after seeing her terrific appearance. She was none other than goddess kali. Goddess kali then killed daruk with the permission of parvati.but, even after the death of daruk, her anger did not subside and the whole world was ablaze due to her anger. Lord shiva then incarnated as a small child and started crying as if he was hungry. Goddess kali could not decipher the illusions of shiva and thought that the child was crying because of hunger. She started feeding the child her breast-milk. In the process of sucking milk, shiva also sucked out her anger. The extreme anger of kali had resulted into the manifestation of eight divine entities who became famous as 'kshetrapaal. After her anger had subsided goddess kali became unconscious. Lord shiva then performed his famous dance--tandav for the first time to bring kali back to consciousness. He was accompanied by all the ghosts and spirits in his terrific dance. When kali regained her consciousness she found shiva dancing. She too started dancing and this is the reason why she is also called yogini. 

Upamanyu

The sages were curious to know how lord shiva had bestowed the designation of gaanpatya and an ocean of milk to upamanyu. They requested sutji to shed light on the two incidents. Sutji narrated the following tale --- upamanyu was a brilliant child. There is an interesting story how he became the supreme devotee of lord shiva. Once, during his childhood he had gone to his maternal-uncle's place. One day, while he was hungry he tried to drink some milk. But his cousin did not allow him to drink milk and after snatching the bowl of milk drank himself. Upamanyu started crying. He went to his mother who tried to console him by giving a solution of powdered grains. But, upamanyu did not want anything less than milk. His mother said--'you should be satisfied with whatever you get. Perhaps we did not worship lord shiva in our past lives. Our hardships are the fallouts of those unpardonable sins. Only a devotee of shiva is entitled to all kinds of comfort and pleasure.' upamanyu decided then and there to please shiva by his penance and attain an ocean of milk from him. He went to himalaya mountain and started doing an austere penance. His penance had resulted into the generation of unbearable heat. The deities became terrified and went to seek the help of lord vishnu. Lord vishnu along with the deities went to lord shiva and sought his help. Lord shiva decided to test the devotion of upamanyu. He disguised himself as indra and went to the place where upamanyu was doing penance. He started abusing shiva which made upamanyu so angry that he tried to kill him. When upamanyu failed in his attempt to kill shiva, he tried to kill himself by chanting 'aagneya mantra'. Lord shiva was very pleased by his total devotion and revealed his identity. He blessed upamanyu and after accepting him as his son granted the designation of ganpatya. He also provided oceans of milk and curd to upamanyu. 

The greatness of dwadashakshar mantra 

On being asked by the sages about the sacred mantra-- the chanting of which enabled a man to attain salvation sutji replied --- lord vishnu gives salvation to those people who endeavour to seek brahm-- the almighty god. A man whose mind is preoccupied with the thought of lord vishnu and nothing else is entitled to attain salvation. Such a man is also blessed by goddess laxmi." describing about the greatness of dwadakshar mantra, sutji said -- ''the sacrosanct dwadakshar mantra consists of twelve letters 

(as written in devanagri script--'om namo bhagawate vasudevay' ). 

This powerful mantra helps a man to achieve proximity with lord vishnu. 'Once there lived a brahmin who used to stammer while talking. All his efforts of making him speak distinctly went in vain as the child continued to lisp. When the brahmin tried to teach his son. The dwadakshar mantra, he incorrectly pronounced 'vasudev as 'etareva'. So the child was given the name 'etareva'.the brahmin became disgusted and married for the second time. He had many sons from his second wife, all of whom were very studious. Etareva's mother used to curse her fate because of his habit of stammering. One day she said--'look! I am no more able to tolerate the humiliation of being a mother of a dull child--look at your step-brothers, who have achieved fame and respect on account of their learning. I have decided to give up my life.' etareva became very sad. He started chanting the dwadashakshar mantra regularly and as a result a day came, when he could pronounce it correctly and without stammering. One day etareva happened to pass by a place where a yagya was being performed. As soon as he reached that place, the priests found to their surprise that they had become dumb. All the priests became restless, as the rituals were still incomplete.looking at their pitiable condition, etareva chanted the dwadakshar mantra-- 

Om namo bhagawate vasudevay. 

The priest regained their power of speech by the virtue of the flawless pronunciation of the mantra. Such is the greatness of dwadakshar mantra. Later on, etareva went on to become a renowned scholar. A person who chants this sacred mantra regularly become liberated from all his sins and attains to vishnu lok. 

Shadakshar mantra 

Describing about the greatness of shadakshar mantra that consists of six letters, sutji said -- the sacred mantra -- 

Om namah shivay 

Holds a supreme place among all the mantras. During the meghavahan kalp of the first treta yuga, there lived a brahmin named dhoondhmook. He became a licentious person due to the curse of a sage. As a result he became a man of loose moral conduct. His wife gave birth to a child on the inauspicious day of amavasya. The astrologers predicted a very bleak future for that new born child. When the child grew up he became notorious for his sinful conduct. Dhoondhmook married his son in a respectable family but his son being a man of loose character, developed intimacy with a woman belonging to a low caste. One day, dhoondhmook that son developed sharp differences with that woman on some matter and in a fit of range killed her.when the family members of that woman came to know about her death, they retaliated by killing dhoondhmook his wife and his daughter-in-law. Sinec, dhoondhmook's son was not present in the house at that time he survived. He avenged the death of his family members by killing the assasins. New dhoondhmook's son had become disillusioned with life. He started wandering aimlessly and reached a hermitage. The sage who lived in that hermitage was a great devotee of lord shiva and taught him the rituals of pashupat vrata as well as the sacred shodakshar mantra.dhoondhmook's son performed the rituals of pashupat vrat for twelve months. All the while he kept on chanting the shadakshar mantra. As the result of his devotion towards lord shiva and by the virtue of chanting sadakshar mantra he as well as all his ancestors attained salvation. 

Lord pashupati 

The sages were curious to know why lord shiva was also known as pashupati-- the lord of all animals. Sutji retold the same tale which sage shiladi had once narrated to sanatkumar --- once, sanatkumar went to the hermitage of sage shiladi and asked him as to why was lord shankar also known as pashupati. He also inquired about the reason of man's ondages and how could he be liberated from them. Sage shiladi replied---all the living beings including lord brahma have been referred to animals because of their attachment to worldly desires and ignorance. Lord shiva being the lord of them is also known as pashupati. It is none other than lord vishnu whose illusionary and divine powers keep them in bondages. It is also only lord vishnu who liberates them by bestowing the knowledge of gyan-yoga. Nobody can attain salvation without the blessings of lord shiva. The nothing but the 24 elements--10 sense organs, 4 type of consciousness, 5 basic elements from which matter is made and 5 subtle forms of matter.a person who worships lord shiva with total devotion becomes liberated because devotion is capable of destroying all types of sins. 

The majestic lord maheshwar 

Lord maheshwar is beyond the reach if any kind of bondage. He is totally liberated entity. It is only by his blessings that the nature-prakriti, creates intelligence--buddhi. Similarly, intelligence creates ego-ahamkara and subtle forms of matter--tanmatra creates the greatest of matter by the blessings of lord shiva. No word can describe the greatness of lord shiva.it is only with the permission of lord maheshwar that our sense organs function the fire burns and all the living beings fulfill their respective duties. Lord shiva is the almighty god and goddess parvati is also called shivaa. He is the purusha and she is the nature or prakriti. The matter derives it's power from goddess gauri. Everything that is capable of creating is nothing but the form of uma. The whole universe is established in the form of shiva linga and hence everybody must worship lord shiva. 

The sun - manifestation of shiva's power 

Lord shiva manifests himself in the form of sun. The sun radiates twelve different types of rays which have specific impacts and influences on the world.

- the first ray is called amrit and the deities derive their power from it. .

- the second ray is called chandra and it helps in the preservation of medicinal herbs. .

- the third ray is called shukla and it helps in the propagation of religiousness in the world. It also helps the food crops to become ripe. .

- the name of the fourth ray is harikesha and all the constellations get their nourishment from it. .

- the fifth ray is called vishwakarma and it gives the planet mercury. .

- the sixth ray is called sanyadwasu and it nurtures the planet--mars. .

- the seventh ray is called arvavasu and it nurtures the planet jupiter. .

- the eighth ray is called surat and it nurtures the planet --saturn. .

- the nineth ray is called susumana and it nutures the moon, etc. 

Shiva tatva

The learned and sages call shiva by many names --- kshetragya, prakriti vyakta, kalatma etc. The synonyms of kshetragya and prakriti are purush and pradhan respectively.the delusionary net of the prakriti is known as vyakta (apparent). Kala (time) is the resultant by product of pradhan and vyakta. Some sages call hiranyagarbha (brahma) as the purush and shiva as pradhan. They consider hiranyagarbha to be the creator and purush to be the enjoyer. Even these sages are of the opinion that hiranyagarbho, pradhan, purush and enjoyer are the manifestations of shiva. 

The greatness of shiva

The almighty shiva manifested in the form of sthanu (pillar) from his imperceptible form and looked at lord brahma. Lord brahma then commenced his creation and established the norms of vannashram. He also created 'soma' which is required for the performance of 'yagya'. This world, including all the deities are the embodiments of soma. The deities eulogize lord shiva by chanting the mantras of 'rudrashtadhyay'. Once, lord shiva was sitting surrounded by all the deities. On being requested by the deities to shed light on his mysterious self, lord shiva said--- "i was present before the beginning of time and i will be present forever. Everything originate from me and get submerged in me ultimately. I am the lord of brahma. I am the truth itself. I manifest myself in the forms of rigveda, samaveda, yajurveda and atharvaveda. I am the light as well as the darkness. I am brahma, vishnu and mahesh. One who is aware of my omnipresence is the only person who is worthy of being called an enlightened one." this way, after enlightening the deities on his myssterious self lord shiva disappeared. 

The importance of guru

A devotee should commence the worship of lord shiva only after taking permission from his guru, only such a person is worthy of being called a guru who is virtuous and well versed in the scripture. A disciple should unwavering by be in the service of his guru and should try to please him by his devotion because only he (guru) is capable of liberating him from the miseries of world. A guru should try to test the worthiness of his disciple by employing different means for three years.once, the guru has accepted a person as his disciple, and he should try to impart all the knowledge to him. He should never discriminate on the basic of caste or creed of a disciple. It is the duty of a guru to make his disciple destitute of flaws and shortcomings. 

The rituals of initiation

Before commencing the rituals of initiation, the guru should purify the place where the rites are supposed to be performed. He should make an attar and draw an eight-petalled lotus at its centre. He should then establish the various embodiments of shiva like aghor, pranav, vamadeva, on each of the eight petals. The guru should then purify all the directions by chanting different mantras. He should then meditate on the form of lord shiva. After that he should make offerings in the sacrificial fire and purify himself by doing aachaman. He should then have panchagavya as prasadam and smear ashes on his body. The guru should instructed his old disciples to sit towards the south of altar. He should make offerings of ghee into the sacrificial fire for 108 times amidst the chanting of aghor mantra.the new disciple then arrive blindfolded and circumambulate the sacrificial altar for three times. While circumambulating everybody should chant either the mantras of rudrashtadhyay or omkar mantra. The new disciple then smears ashes on their bodies amidst the chanting of aghor mantra. The guru then sprinkles holy water on the new disciples. In the end the disciple takes a religious vow. 

"i shall never have food without worshipping shiva".

This way the ritual of initiation comes to an end. 

Installation of shiva linga

Describing about the methods of installing a shiva linga sutji says-- a devotee should install a shivalinga made of either gold, silver or copper. The shivalinga should be installed along with the altar. The altar of the shivalinga symbolizes goddess uma. Lord brahma is said to manifest at the base of shivalinga while lord vishnu at its centre. After the installment of shivalinga it should be worshipped with appropriate rituals. The shiva linga should be adorned with clothes and its ablution should be performed. A devotee should chant the brahma vigyan mantras for the consecration of lord brahma who is supported to manifest at the base of shivalinga. Similarly, for the consecration of lord vishnu dwelling at the centre of shiva linga, gayatri at the centre of lord shiva is consecrated by the chanting of any of the following mantras--- 

Om namah shivay; namo hansa shivay cha

A devotee should then worship the shivalinga and make offerings in the sacrificial fire. 

Vajreshwari vidya 

The sages requested sutji to elaborate upon the rituals of vajravahanika vidya or vajreshwari vidya. Sutji replied--- anybody who is desirous of vanquishing his enemy must perform the rituals of vajreshwari vidya. The devotee should worship vajra (a spear) and make offerings in the sacrificial fire holding it (vajra) in his hand. The following mantra should be chanted while making offerings. 

Om bhurbhuvah swah tatsaviturvarenyam bhargo devasya dhimahi dhiyo yonah prachodayat; om phat jahi hoom phat chhindhi mindhijahi han han swaha. 

In the past lord brahma had taught this secret vidya to indra with the help of which he had killed the ferocious demon vritrasur.a man can acquire all the types of supernatural powers with the help of vajreshwari vidya. Describing about the rituals of mrityunjay jap, sutji said-- a person who chants mrityunjay mantra with appropriate rituals becomes free from the fear of death. A devotee is required to make offerings of ghee in the sacrificial fire for one lakh times. Instead of ghee he can also make offerings of ghee and sesame seeds or dhoob grass, ghee, milk and honey. 

Different types of yoga the sages asked sutji as to how should a devotee meditate on lord triyambak following the path of yoga. Sutji then retold the tale which mandishwar had once narrated to sanatkumar-- the first type of yoga is called mantra yoga. In this type of yoga a devotee tries to attain deep state of meditation by chanting mantras. The chanting of mantras helps a man to concentrate his mind. The second type of yoga is known as sparsh yoga. In this type of yoga, a man acquires perfection in breath-control by constantly practicing various exercises like rechak (exhalation), kumbhak (retention), etc. These exercises helps to purify the nerves and blood vessels. The third type of yoga is known as bhava yoga. This is the state in which a person's mind is totally engrossed in the thoughts of lord mahadev. This state of mind can not be attained unless the two former types of yoga have been mastered. The fourth type of yoga is called abhava-yoga. When a man has mastered this particular yoga his ego is subdued in totality. The fifth type of yoga is called maha yoga. It helps a man to understand his real self and get united with the supreme almighty. The secret of yoga should be revealed to worthy disciples--who are virtuous and religious." this way, sutji described the divine tales of linga puran and blessed the sages.the linga puran contains eleven thousand shlokas in it. The study of linga puran fulfills all the four worldly aspirations of a man-dharma, artha, kaam and moksha.it also helps a man to attain salvation.   

