Markandeya purana
Introduction  

Once jaimini, a disciple of sage vedavyasa expressed his curiosity before markandeya- 'o lord! In the great epic mahabharat, which was created by vedavyasa, description of dharma, arth, kama and moksha appears to be intertwined at times and at other times, it appears to be separate from one another. Vedavyasa had described the norms, the stages and the means to perform the duties in all the four stages. This epic contains cryptic knowledge of vedas. Hence o great sage! I have approached you in order to grasp the full knowledge contained in mahabharat with your help. Why did lord take human incarnation even though he is the cause of the origin, perpetuation and destruction of the universe? How did draupadi become the wife of five pandavas? How did balaram expiate for the sin of killing a brahmin? How did draupadi's sons give up their lives? Kindly narrate all these things in detail. ' markandeya says- 'o muni ! Presently i am engaged in evening worship. Hence i do not have time to narrate these things in detail. But i am telling you about the birds which will narrate you the entire content of mahabharat. Those birds will also remove all your doubts. Sons of the great bird drona- pingaksha, vibodha, suputra, sumuk etc. Stay in the caves among the hills of vindhyachal. They are proficient in vedas. Go and ask them, they will remove all your doubts.' markandeya's words surprised jaimini. To confirm, he asked again- 'it is surprising that the birds could narrate the content of mahabharat just like human beings. It is even more surprising that they are proficient in vedas knowledge, which is even rare to find among humans. Kindly tell me how they came to acquire such profound knowledge despite having being born in the form of birds. Why do you call them as the sons of drona?' markandeya says- 'long ago, a strange event took place in nandanvan involving indra, devrishi narad and some of the elves. One day, indra was enjoying his time in the nandanvan forest along with his elves. At the same time narad also arrived there. Indra welcomed and offered him a seat. The elves also greeted narad. Indra then said- 'munivar! Tell me what you desire now? If you desire to listen to a song, should i order the gandharvas or if you wish to watch the dance, should i order one of my elves, menka, rambha, mishrakeshi or urvashi? Any of these four can perform a seducing dance before you.' narad expressed his desire to watch the dance of an elf, who was superior in beauty to the other elves. This led to a row among the elves. Each one of them was proud of her beauty and talent. Narad then advised them to test their beauty by breaking sage durvaasa's penance who was at that time staying on a hilltop. All the elves expressed their inability to perform this task successfully. Only an elf named vapu, driven by her haughtiness accepted to break the penance of sage durvaasa. Accordingly she reached the hill where durvaasa was staying and began to sing an infatuating song in her sweet voice. Very soon, the song began to show its effect on durvaasa. Attracted by the sweet voice, durvaasa went in search of the origin of the voice and found vapu singing at a distance. Durvaasa understood that the elf had come to break his penance. Angrily, he cursed the elf that she would take birth in the lineage of the birds for sixteen years, she would not bear a child and ultimately would be killed by a weapon to regain her heavenly abode. After saying this, sage durvaasa migrated to akashganga.  

Birth of four birds  

Markandeya says - 'in the lineage of the avian king garud, there were two brothers- kank and kandhar. One day, kank visited kailash parbat where a demon vidrayudrup, who was a slave of kuber, was enjoying privacy with his wife and drinking wine. Seeing kank, the demon showed his displeasure at his arrival at an improper time. But kank boldly asserted his right on the mountain as according to him, it belonged to all. The infuriated demon decapitated kank with his sword. Hearing the news of his brother's killing, kandhar resolved to kill the demon. After performing the last rites of his brother, he also arrived on the mountain where the demon vidrayudrup was still drinking wine with his wife. The demon lost his temper again. Kandhar then challenged the demon to have a fight with him. A fierce battle ensued between them. Ultimately, kandhar killed the demon. The demon's wife- madanika finding herself in a helpless situation accepted kandhar as her husband. Thus, kandhar returned to his palace with a newly found wife. Madanika was in fact the daughter of menka, the elf and could change her guise at will. After marrying kandhar, she took the guise of the bird. The bird madanika was born as elf - vapu in her next birth due to the curse of sage durvaasa. Kandhar named her taarkshi. A brahmin named mandapal had four sons. Drona was the youngest among them and proficient in scriptures, vedas etc. Kandhar married his daughter, taarkshi to drona. After their marriage, drona and taarkshi were spending their time happily. Taarkshi conceived during the same time when the battle of mahabharat was going on. As destiny would have it, taarkshi flew over the battlefield where she saw arjuna and bhagdatt, the king of pragjyotishpur, fighting valiantly against each other. Accidentally an arrow aimed at bhagdatt went in the direction of taarkshi and struck her in the abdomen and tore it apart. As a result of this, four eggs fell on the ground. At the same time, a huge bell fell from supratik's neck, the elephant of bhagdatt, and covered the eggs safely. After the battle of mahabharat was over, a sage shami visited the battlefield. There he happened to spot the bell and heard faint chirping coming from underneath the bell. The sage removed the bell and discovered four wingless chicks beneath it. Surprisingly he said to his disciples- 'look! Falling of these eggs and getting safely covered by the bell simultaneously shows that these chicks are no ordinary birds.' then he instructed his disciples to carry the eggs to the hermitage and keep it securely at a place safe from predators. The disciples did as told. 

Birds migrate to vindhyachal  

Sage shami thereafter began to foster the chicks in his hermitage. With time, the chicks grew feathers and began to fly here and there. But every time the birds went out, they returned to the hermitage by evening. The birds also gained vedic knowledge by hearing the discourses, which sage shami used to give daily to his disciples. One day, when sage shami was preaching his disciples, the birds arrived there and said- 'o great sage! You are like our father because you have protected us. You are our teacher also because we have gained knowledge from you. Now we have grown up, kindly tell us what should we do?'. The birds speaking like learned people amazed the sage as well as his disciple. He asked the birds- 'tell us, how did you speak so clearly and is there any curse behind your present condition?'. The birds replied- 'o sage! Long ago, there used to live a sage, vipulasvan. He had two sons- sukrish and tumbaru. In our previous birth, we were the sons of sukrish. When our father and uncle performed yagya, we brought them all the required materials. One day, indra arrived at our hermitage disguised as an aged bird. The aged bird was starving, hence we requested our father to provide him with some food. Upon enquiring by our father, the bird expressed his desire to eat human flesh. Our father tried to dissuade the bird but it did not give up its insistence. Then our father called us and said that he had promised the bird to feed it with human flesh. So, we were asked to donate our body in order to satisfy the bird's hunger. But being frightened, we expressed our inability to meet the demand of the starving bird. This infuriated our father for we were violating his promise that he had made to the bird. He then cursed us to take birth as birds in our next life and himself got ready to donate his body. As our father was breathing his last, indra resumed his real self and said- 'o great sage! I took this guise only to test your character. Kindly forgive me and tell me what you desire now?' indra blessed our father to have divine knowledge and penance free from all obstacles. Thereafter we also fell at our father's feet and begged for his pardon. We requested him to take back his words but he said that his words would not go futile. But still he blessed us to have supreme knowledge even in the form of birds.' concluding their talk, the birds said- 'o lord! Thus controlled by destiny, our father cursed us. After sometime, we took birth in bird form in the battlefield where you found us and fostered us in your hermitage. Now we are strong enough to fly long distances. So kindly free us from your obligation.' hearing the words of the birds, sage shami said to his disciples- 'look! I had already told you that these birds were no ordinary creatures. They even survived the battle of mahabharat. It shows their greatness.' then sage shami granted them permission to migrate to the vindhyachal. The birds decided to pass their time by studying the vedas and doing penance as long as they stayed there.  

Divine plays of god  

Sage jaimini reached vindhyachal and arrived before the birds as per markandeya's instructions. He said- 'o birds! I am jaimini, the disciple of vedavyasa. I have come here with a desire to have your glimpse.' the birds welcomed him saying- 'it is our great fortune that you have arrived here. Your arrival has made us feel as if god himself has arrived.' jaimini said- 'o learned birds! Kindly listen to the purpose of my visit. Sage markandeya instructed me to come here and see you. You kindly answer my questions that i have in the context of mahabharat.' the birds assured him of every possible explanation as per their knowledge. Sage jaimini proceeded- 'why did lord take human incarnation even though he is the cause of the origin, perpetuation and destruction of the universe? How did draupadi come to be the queen of five pandavas? How did balaram expiate for the sin of killing a brahmin? How were draupadi's sons attain martyrdom? Kindly narrate all these things in detail.' the birds say- 'the omnipotent, omniscient and the omnipresent almighty god is worshipped even by the deities. We salute that lord vishnu who is the originator of this universe and who pervades everywhere. We salute brahma from whose four mouths, the vedas appeared and sanctified all the three worlds. We bow down at the feet of mahadev. Those sages who have metaphysical knowledge assert that narayan exists in four forms, which are both tangible and intangible. His first form is vasudev, appearance of who is more imaginative in nature. This form exists everywhere and in every ages. The second form of narayan is the one that bears the earth on his head. This form of god is known as shesh. Being taamasi in nature, this form has taken a serpent incarnation. The third form of god exhibits his divine power and plays. It fosters all the creatures, protects religion, and is known as pradyumna. Yet another form of god known as aniruddh rests on the serpent's bed in the abysmal depth of water. It carries out the task of creation. The third form of god destroys the irreligious demons. In the past, this same form rescued the earth from the abyss in the incarnation of a boar (varaha avatar) and killed the demon king hiranyakashipu in the form of narsimha (lion face with human body). This same form of god has appeared now in lord krishna's incarnation.  

Draupadi's five husbands  

The birds say- 'frightened by the severe penance of trishira, indra killed him to protect his authority and power. But the sin of killing a brahmin took away indra's radiance. Trishira was the son of twashta. Twashta became furious at his son's death. He plucked one strand of hair from his hair-lock and offered it in the sacrificial fire. This resulted into the creation of a formidable and strong demon named vritrasur. This demon was created with the objective of killing indra. Learning about the birth of vritrasur, indra sent saptarishis as emissaries to work out a pact with the demon. The saptarishis effected a friendship between indra and vritrasur. But indra had other ideas. He took vritrasur by surprise and killed him. This deceitful action of indra further enraged the clans of the demons. Soon the atrocities of the demons increased to unbearable limits. Even prithvi felt unable to bear the burden of their atrocities. She approached the deities and requested them to get her rid of the burden. Thus, to relieve prithvi of her burden, the deities began to take incarnation on earth. Dharma and vayu implanted indra's radiance in the womb of kunti. This resulted in the birth of yudhishthir and bheema. Then indra himself produced arjuna from kunti. Nakul and sahadev were born because of indra's radiance implanted by ashwini kumars in the womb of madri. Thus all the five pandavas originated from the same source even though they appeared as distinct entities, whereas draupadi was none other than shuchi, the wife of indra, produced from the altar in drupad's palace. In human incarnation, draupadi got five pandavas as her husband.  

Expiation of balaram  

Shri krishna's brother balaram had remained impartial in the battle of mahabharat. Instead of championing the cause either for the pandavas or for the kauravas, he had preferred to go on a pilgrimage. His wife revati also accompanied him on this pilgrimage. Once while travelling, balaram drank toddy and entered a beautiful garden known as raivat. Taking a stroll, balaram and revati then reached a hut. In the hut, many brahmins were sitting and listening to sutaji's oration. When the brahmins saw balaram, they stood up and felicitated him. Only sutaji did not stand up. Balaram felt insulted and at once killed him. When balaram regained his composure after the intoxication receded, he felt guilty for his deed. His belief that killing of suta would enable him to attain a place in brahma loka proved to be based on false notion as the brahmins had shunned him for his deed. After balaram realised his folly, he began to curse himself and resolved to observe a twelve-year long fast in order to expiate for his sin. Thereafter, balaram migrated to a place of pilgrimage known as pratiloma saraswati to carry out his expiation.  

Killing of draupadi's sons  

In treta yug, there was a king named harishchandra. Once he was hunting in the mahabaahu forest when suddenly, he heard loud cries of a woman- 'save me! Save me!' it was followed by the cries of many women. Hearing those cries, king harishchandra shouted loudly- 'don't be afraid' and dashed in the direction of the cries. The cries however were an illusion created by vighnaraj, the lord of the obstacles. At that time when king harishchandra heard those cries, sage vishwamitra was observing severe penance in the forest. In order to test harishchandra's virtuosity, vighnaraj entered his body. As soon as vighnaraj entered harishchandra's body, harishchandra lost his temper and began to abuse vishwamitra, which enraged him. His anger destroyed all the knowledge, he had acquired due to his severe penance. Seeing the angry vishwamitra, king harishchandra began to shiver. With folded hands, he begged vishwamitra's pardon. He said- 'o great sage! It is my duty to protect the subjects. Kindly forgive me. Your wrath could greatly affect the performance of my duties as a king. Vishwamitra said- 'o king! If you are a true follower of religion, tell me, who should be given a donation? Who should be protected and who should be fought with?' harishchandra answered- 'o great penancer! Donations should be made only to such a brahmin who indulges in fast and religious actions. Protection should be extended to those who are afraid and battle should be fought with enemies.' vishwamitra said- 'if you are a religious king, give me dakshina (donation) as i am a brahmin seeking salvation.' harishchandra said- 'tell me your desire. I am ready to grant it. Vishwamitra said- 'o king! Just presume that i have received whatever you would donate me. Now, give me dakshina for the rajsuya yagya.' harishchandra said- 'ask me whatever you wish to have as the dakshina of rajsuya yagya.' vishwamitra said- 'o king! Give me all you have except your own body, your wife and child.' feeling pleased, king harishchandra granted what vishwamitra desired. Vishwamitra said- 'o king! Tell me, who is the lord of your kingdom?' harishchandra said- 'since the moment i have presented this kingdom to you, you are its master.' vishwamitra said- 'if i am the master of this kingdom, what are you doing here? Leave at once! But before leaving, remove all your clothes, ornaments and other royal insignia and go out wearing tree's bark only.' thus after losing his kingdom, king harishchandra got ready to leave with his wife shaivya and son rohit. Vishwamitra then intercepted him and said- 'where are you going without paying a dakshina for rajsuya yagya. Harishchandra said- 'o lord! I have donated my whole kingdom. Now only our bodies remain with us. What can i give you now?' vishwamitra said- 'you cannot leave without paying a dakshina because you have promised me.' harishchandra said- 'don't be angry, o brahmin! I have nothing at present in my position but i will definitely pay you your dakshina in due time.' vishwamitra said angrily- 'specify the time period within which you will give me my dakshina or else be ready to get cursed by me.' harishchandra said- 'i will pay the dakshina within a month.' thereafter, harishchandra started to live in seclusion with his wife and children. Seeing the king's pitiable condition, his entire subjects began to follow him. Seeing their condition, harishchandra halted and took a look on his subjects. At the same time, sage vishwamitra also arrived there and began to curse harishchandra for having attachment towards his subjects. Hearing the harsh words of vishwamitra, harishchandra left the kingdom with his wife shaivya and son rohit. To drive the king away as soon as possible, vishwamitra began to beat the queen's back with a stick. Vishwamitra's abhorrent action enraged the five guardian deities of the directions and they condemned him. Enraged vishwamitra cursed them- 'o sinners! Go and take birth as human beings.' this curse of vishwamitra frightened the deities. They begged his pardon. Pleased by their prayers, vishwamitra said- 'my words cannot be undone. But despite having incarnation of human beings, you will remain bachelors throughout your life. You will never feel attachment and allurement for anybody.' thus due to vishwamitra's curse, those five guardian deities took birth as the five sons of draupadi. Dronacharya's son, ashwatthama, ultimately killed them.  

King harishchandra  

After being thrown out from his kingdom by vishwamitra, harishchandra reached the holy town of varanasi, which was an abode of lord mahadev. There harishchandra saw vishwamitra standing before him. Vishwamitra said- 'a month has been completed now. Now, give me my dakshina.' harishchandra said- 'there is still half an hour in the completion of this month. Please wait. I will give your dakshina.' vishwamitra said- 'i will come after half an hour.' saying this, vishwamitra departed. When vishwamitra left, harishchandra started to worry as to what would happen to him in his next birth if he did not keep his promise made to a brahmin. Seeing him perplexed, queen shaivya tried to console him. She said- 'man requires a wife only to produce a child. Now we already have a child- rohit. Hence i am no longer useful for you. You sell me and pay the acquired wealth as dakshina to the brahmin.' harishchandra fainted after hearing his wife's words. The queen began to wail at her husband's condition. Thus wailing, the queen also fell unconscious. The little rohit also felt perplexed by his parent's condition. He began to cry- 'o father! O mother! I am hungry. Give me food.' at the same time, vishwamitra arrived there in the guise of kaal. After sprinkling water on harishchandra's face, he made him conscious and said- 'o king! Get up and pay my dakshina. Your sorrows will increase if you do not fulfil your promise.' harishchandra was regaining his consciousness slowly but seeing vishwamitra he fainted once again. This further enraged vishwamitra. He said- 'o king! If you have even slightest of respect for dharma, give my dakshina at once. I will wait till evening and curse you if you fail to pay my dakshina.' saying this vishwamitra departed. The fear of the curse began to terrorise harishchandra. Meanwhile the queen also regained consciousness. She once again insisted to sell her in order to pay the dakshina. This time, harishchandra accepted her proposal and took the queen to the township. There addressing the crowd, he said- 'o dear citizens, kindly listen to me. I am selling my wife who is dearer to me than my own life. Anybody interested in buying her, please do so before evening.' an old brahmin stepped forward from the crowd and said- 'i will buy her.' hearing his words, harishchandra became extremely sad that he could not even utter a word. The brahmin then stuffed the money in the bark clothes of harishchandra and began to drag the queen by her hair. The boy rohit began to cry holding the hem of her mother. Seeing the condition of her son, the queen requested the brahmin- 'o arya! Kindly let me see the face of my child for once.' then the queen turned towards rohit and said- 'o son! Your mother is no longer free now. She has become a slave. Do not touch me because i have become an untouchable.' then the old brahmin began to forcibly drag the queen with him. Rohit also followed them crying loudly for his mother. The old brahmin angrily kicked him. But still the boy did not give up following them. At last, the queen requested the brahmin- 'o lord! I will not be able to serve you without my son. So kindly buy him also.' hearing the words of the queen, the brahmin once again stuffed some more money in the clothes of harishchandra and tied the boy with the queen and began to drag both of them. Meanwhile vishwamitra also appeared there and demanded the dakshina. Harishchandra gave him all the money he had got from selling his wife and son. Seeing that amount of money, vishwamitra boiled with anger and said- 'o wretched among the kshatriyas! You call this small amount of money as dakshina! Now look at the powers of my penance.' harishchandra trembled with fear and said- 'o lord! Please wait a little more.' vishwamitra said- 'now only, a quarter of the day remains. I will wait only for this period and not more.' saying this, vishwamitra went away. With stooped face, harishchandra once again said addressing the crowd- 'now i am available for sale. Whoever wishes to buy me, please come forward before sunset.' dharma in the guise of a chandaal stepped forward from the crowd. He had a huge stinking body. He said- 'i will buy you.' harishchandra asked- 'who are you?' the chandaal said- 'i am a chandaal. My name is praveer and i am the resident of this very town.' harishchandra thought- 'it is better to accept the curse than accepting the slavery of a chandaal.' at the same time, vishwamitra also arrived there and said angrily- 'this chandaal is ready to pay you a lot of money. Why don't you then pay my dakshina?' harishchandra said- 'o lord! I am born in suryavansh. Accepting the slavery of a chandaal causes great pain for me. I have no money now. Since now onwards, i will be your slave and do whatever you will ask me to do.' vishwamitra said- 'if you are my slave and ready to obey me, then i sell you to this chandaal for 1000 gold coins. Go and become his slave.' the chandaal then presented many villages that were spread over an area of 100 yojans to vishwamitra and tying harishchandra with a rope dragged him to his town. In the chandaal's house, harishchandra contemplated- 'the queen must be thinking that i would soon get her freed from the slavery of the old brahmin after paying his dues. But she does not know that i myself have become the slave of a chandaal.' after a few days, the chandaal appointed harishchandra as the supervisor of the cremation place and instructed him to be there present all the time and to cremate each dead body only after thorough investigation. He also instructed him to collect the toll for cremating every dead body and divide it in such a way that one sixth part of the toll goes to the king and from the remaining five parts, three parts should be reserved for him he should take only the remaining two parts as his remuneration. Since that day, harishchandra began to live in the cremation ground. He always remembered the glorious days of his kingdom, his queen and his son. He had great regret that just because of the anger of vishwamitra, he lost everything. Very soon, his new found occupation began to show on his appearance. His hair grew long and was unkempt, his body dry and stinking. In this guise, he began to roam in the cremation ground always carrying a stick in his hand. His whole day passed in the assessment of the cremation toll and its division among the various claimants. He had lost his mental stature as he even forgot the count of the days and could not distinguish between the day and night. One day, a snake bit rohit as a result of which, he died. Shaivya brought rohit, crying and wailing to the cremation ground. Even in the unkempt guise, she recognised harishchandra. Hearing her wailing, harishchandra went near her expecting to get the clothes of the deceased. There he saw a woman carrying a dead boy wrapped in a black cloth. He could not recognise queen shaivya but the royal appearance of the boy forced him to think- 'to which royal family did this unfortunate boy belong to? How pitiable, the cruel kaal did not even spare this boy. My son rohit would have attained the same age by now.' his silence further hurt the queen who said- 'o lord! O king! How come, you have been living here without caring for your wife and son? We have already lost our kingdom. Now, we have lost our son also. O destiny! Did you not destroy everything of harishchandra?' harishchandra began to think who that woman could be and who that dead boy was? 'Isn't she my wife?' thus recognising his wife and dead son, harishchandra began to cry loudly and fainted. The queen after seeing her husband's condition fainted too. After sometime both of them regained their consciousness. Then the king took the dead boy in his lap and once again fainted. Queen shaivya began to wonder why harishchandra was staying in the cremation ground. For a moment, she forgot her sorrow and began to look at her fainted husband. Then she noticed the stick in harishchandra's hand. Usually chandaals used to carry that kind of stick. She became dejected with the thought that she had become the wife of a chandaal. She then began to curse the destiny and began to wail embracing king harishchandra and said- 'o king! I don't know whether i am dreaming or it is a reality. I have lost the power of thinking.' hearing the words of the queen, the king opened his eyes and narrated the whole events that led to his becoming a chandaal. Then the queen narrated her experiences and how their son rohit died because of snakebite. Harishchandra fell on the ground and began to hug his dead son. He was wailing- 'how unfortunate i am that even my wishes are not under my control. Without the permission of the chandaal, i cannot even commit self-immolation. But now, i will not differentiate between the sin and virtuosity. I will destroy my body in the pyre of my son.' the queen said- 'o king! I am also unable to bear the burden of sorrows. I will also commit immolation with you. Then all three of us will stay unitedly in the heaven. It won't matter to us even if we suffer the tortures of hell.' then the king arranged a huge pyre and put his dead son on it. With the queen, he began to pray to god. Just then all the deities arrived there led by dharma. Sage vishwamitra also accompanied them. They praised harishchandra. Then dharma, indra and vishwamitra came closer to the king. Dharma said- 'o king! You have satisfied me with your merits like patience, endurance, truthfulness etc.' indra said- 'harishchandra, you are very fortunate. You have won our hearts along with your wife and son. You have even won the heaven with your action. I invite you to stay in heaven along with your wife and son.' then indra sprinkled ambrosia on the dead rohit. Rohit got up and sat up in no time. Harishchandra, his wife and son rohit were clad in divine clothes and garlands. Indra invited them to stay in the heaven forever but harishchandra said- 'o king of the deities! Without the permission of this chandaal, i cannot go anywhere. ' dharma said- 'o king! I had learnt in advance about the miseries you would suffer in future. That's why i took the guise of a chandaal and showed you all the grotesque action.' indra once again invited them to heaven but once again, harishchandra refused saying that in koshal, people must have been living mournfully in his absence. 'I cannot leave them in that pitiable condition to enjoy the comforts of the heaven', said harishchandra. Then, indra, dharma and vishwamitra led harishchandra to ayodhya, the capital of koshal. There they carried out the coronation of rohit. Thereafter, they took harishchandra and his queen shaivya to the heaven.  

The stork and the partridge  

The birds say- o great sage jaimini! When, king harishchandra attained his heavenly abode, their family priest, sage vashishta re-emerged from water. He came to know about the entire development. He was angry at vishwamitra's stubbornness. He at once cursed vishwamitra to become a stork. On the other hand vishwamitra cursed vashishta to become a partridge. Thus both of them turned into birds and began to fight. Their fight caused great panic all around. At last accompanied by the deities, brahma himself arrived at the scene and dissuaded the birds from fighting. But brahma could not convince them and they continued to fight. Brahma then destroyed their avian appearances and both the sages regained their original form. Their enemity too ended at the same time. Brahma explained to them that vishwamitra had not done any harm to harishchandra. In fact he had felicitated harishchandra's ascend to the heaven. Both the sages felt ashamed and they embraced each other before leaving for their respective hermitages.  

Birth of living creatures  

Jaimini says- o great birds, how does a living being take birth? How does it grow in the womb bearing all the pain? How does it grow after taking birth? What happens to the soul after death? How does it experience the fruits of his karmas? The greatest surprise is how a little foetus survives in the womb. Kindly clear all these doubts. Birds say- once upon a time, a brahmin lived along with his son- sumati. One day, the brahmin instructed sumati to study vedas under the tutelage of a teacher and himself went to the forest to attain brahmagyan- the knowledge which frees the soul from transmigration. But due to his laziness, sumati did not pay heed to his father. When his father repeated his instruction, he simply laughed and said- 'o father! I know everything. I have studied all the vedas in my various births. I have experienced the darkness of mother's belly for many times. I have suffered thousand kinds of diseases in my previous lives. I have experienced the authority as well as slavery in my previous births. I had killed as well as got killed by others. Hence, i feel, i have all the knowledge and i am sure that i will definitely attain brahmapad.' sumati's father was pleased at his son's claims and asked him how he attained such virtuosity. Sumati said- 'o father! I was a brahmin in my previous birth. I had attained the designation of acharya. After sometime, i became a recluse. I was blessed with an extraordinary memory, which i retained even after my death. This is the reason why i remember the self knowledge attained in my previous birth. With the support of this knowledge and religious virtues, i will attempt to attain salvation. Tell me what you expect from me. I will try to fulfil your expectations.' the brahmin then asked many questions related to life and death. Sumati explained those queries thus: those who never tell a lie, who have faith and devotion, only such people die peacefully. Whoever's mind is free from the evils like kama, krodh, and moha, dwesh etc. (lust, anger, affection, and jealousy etc.) And who are altruistic in nature and make donations liberally die in peace. Those who lack these virtues suffer great pain at the time of death. As soon as such people sight yamadoot they begin to cry and call their relatives. But their relatives do not understand their calls. Then the dying person turns away his eyes and grasps for breath. He feels great pain when his soul leaves his body. Even after death, sufferings of such people do not end. They have to undergo scores of tortures in hell. Those who donate umbrella, shoes, clothes and cereals attain heaven. The sinners on the other hand pass through different hells and take birth as inferior creature in their next lives. After continuous transmigration through lower life forms, these sinners once again take birth as human beings but are imperfect. They remain dwarf, hunched or have any other deformity. Then they pass through all the four castes- shudra, vaishya, kshatriya and brahmin classes. As their action improves, they might even attain the position of indra.'  

Description of different hells introduction  

The brahmin says- o son! Describe in detail about hell. Sumati says- o father! Yamadoots carry and lynch those people who eat inedible things, who deceive and dishonour their friends, who indulge in illicit relationships, who desert their wife, and who destroy public properties like garden, water sources etc. Yamadoots tie hands and legs of such people and throw them into the fire. On their way to hell, such people are bitten by crows, storks, wolves, and vultures etc. They stay in the inferno for thousand years. Then they are shifted to another hell named tama, which is always shrouded in darkness. Sinners who kill the cows and their brothers are thrown into this hell. They panic due to darkness and extreme cold. They get nothing to eat and drink. Moreover, chilling winds aggravates their miseries by making their bones stiff. These sinners then drink their own blood and eat their own flesh. They stay there until all their sins have been attenuated completely. Then they are thrown into yet another hell named nikrintan, which revolves like the wheel of a potter. Hoisting the sinners on the wheel, yamadoots cut their organs but still their sufferings do not end because the cut organs rejoin and get cut repeatedly. This continues for thousand of years. Then the sinners are put in aprathisth hell where they experience unbearable sorrow and miseries. The sinners are then put in chakrasankar hell where they are tormented with wheels and huge bells. They are disembowelled and their eyes are also pricked. The sinners have to pass through different hells namely asipatra, taptakumbha and lohakumbha.  

Yamadoot and the king of videha  

Sumati says- i was born in a vaishya family, seven births before this present one. In that birth, i once prevented cows from drinking water. As a result of this sin, i was thrown in the hell named daarun where i spent one hundred years without a drop of water. Suddenly one day, cool pleasant wind began to blow, its cool touch gave some relief to me. I saw that a yamadoot was guiding a gentle looking man. Besides me, all the inmates of the hell felt extreme joy by the sight of that gentleman. The gentleman was asking that yamadoot as to why he was being taken to the hell. From the words of that gentleman, it appeared that he was a renowned scholar. That man was in fact the ruler of a kingdom named videha and was popular as the fosterer of his subjects.  

Description of tortures in hell  

Thus asked by the gentleman, yamadoots replied politely- 'o king! You once deliberately prevented your wife pivari from conceiving because you were more attracted to your second wife- sushobhana. It is because of that action that you have been brought here to undergo severe torture.' the religious minded king said- ' i am willing to go where ever you want to take me, but before doing that i would like to have answers to my questions. I see many people undergoing severe tortures in this hell. Big and frightening crows prick their eyes. Tell me, for what sin they are facing such tortures.' yamadoot said- 'o king! Humans suffer or enjoy according to their karmas. The effect of their karmas diminishes in proportion to their sufferings. These crows are pricking the eyes of such people who had seduced other women and deceitfully acquired others' wealth. These people will suffer for the same number of years as their eyes blinked during the leering. These crows prick the tongues of those people who had criticised vedas, deities, brahmins and teachers. Those who caused differences between friends, husband-wives, father and sons and relatives, or killed the performer of the yagyas are suffering under the saw. Those who insulted their parents and teachers have been thrown in the pit of pus, faeces and other excretions with their head down. Those who had food before offering it to the deities, guests, servants, father and elders, fire and birds, stay in a pit of pus. Iron nails are hammered into the ears of those people who gleefully heard the criticism of creatures, deities, brahmins and vedas. Those who remarried their daughters to another person despite her former husband being alive are cut into pieces and thrown into saline river. Those who betrayed their friends are tied tightly with a rope. Worms, scorpion, crows and owls then bite their bodies. Those who enjoyed carnal intimacy during daytime or had illicit relations with women are hammered with nails to a prickly bombax tree. Those who insulted vedas and fire are thrown from the lofty peaks of mountain. O king! Those who steal gold, those who kill brahmin, those who drink wine and those who rape the wife of their teacher are burnt in fire.'  

Attenuation of sins  

Yamadoot says- as a result of accepting money from a degraded person, a brahmin takes birth as an ass. A brahmin who carries out yagya for a degraded person takes birth as worm after undergoing severe sufferings in different types of hell. A person takes birth as an ass or an inferior bird as a result of abusing his parents. A person who does not worship his tutelary god before eating takes birth as a monkey. Traitors take birth as fish. Those who steal cereals take birth as mice. A shudra, who manages to establish intimacy with a brahmin woman, takes birth as a worm. Similarly, killers of woman and children also take birth as worms. Ungrateful people take birth as worm, insects, grasshoppers, and scorpion, crows etc. Encroacher of land takes birth as grass shrubs, creepers and inferior trees. Butchers who kill bulls take birth as eunuchs. Thus a person has to face the result of his karma according to the gravity of his sins. Sumati says- as yamadoot began to push the king ahead, all the creatures in hell gave a loud cry- 'o king! Please stay here for few more moments. The wind that blows towards us after touching your body gives us immense joy. This wind has ended our sufferings and pains. Have pity on us.' the king asked the yamadoot- 'why are these people so joyous by my presence? Yamadoot said- 'o king! Initially, you used to sustain your body by the leftovers of the deities, ancestors, guests and ascetics. This is the reason why the wind that blows touching your body causing such pleasure to these people. ' the king said- 'if i can eliminate the sufferings of these sinners merely by standing here, i will definitely stay here.' yamadoot said- 'no, you cannot stay here. It is a place for the sinners only. Come with us. You will have to enjoy the pleasure of your pious action.' the king said- 'no, i will not go anywhere leaving these poor people in this pitiable condition.' yamadoot said- 'o king! Look, dharma and indra have themselves arrived to escort you to the heaven. ' dharma said- 'o king! You have worshipped me. Hence follow me to the heaven.' the king replied- 'no, i will not go anywhere leaving these thousands of people in the hell.' indra said- 'everyone has to taste the fruits of his karmas. You cannot help them.' the king said- 'o indra! Tell me, how virtuous was i in my previous life?' dharma said- ' though your pious actions are fathomless, be sure that their significance are not much than drops of water in an ocean, the stars in the sky. The kindness you have shown towards these sinners has further enhanced your virtuosity.' the king said- 'if it is so, may all these people be released from their sufferings by the virtue of my good karmas.' indra said- 'o king! By your words, your pious action has increased like the height of the mountain and these sinners have also been released from their sufferings.'  

Famous mythological characters  greatness of being chaste and birth of durvaasa, dattatreya and chandrama  

Brahmin says- o son! Tell me, what should i do now? Sumati says- now, you should become a vanprasthi and lead a life of a bhikshu by having control over your senses. You will attain that rare yoga, which helps a man to unite with the almighty after freeing him from the cycles of birth, death and re-birth. Brahmin says- o son! Now explain to me about this yoga, which bestows liberation to a man. Sumati says- i am now describing to you, the same text related with yoga that was once narrated by dattatreya to alark. The brahmin asked sumati- who was dattatreya's father? How did he acquire the knowledge of yoga? Who was alark? Sumati says- in ancient pratisthanpur (modern paithan) there lived a brahmin. He was inflicted by leprosy because of the sins he had committed in his previous birth. The brahmin was very short-tempered and used to scoff at his wife frequently. But his wife was very chaste in character and worshipped him like a deity. One day, the brahmin ordered his wife to carry him to the prostitute's house, as he had become too weak and feeble. Being chaste, the wife collected some money and began to carry the brahmin on her shoulders to the home of the prostitute. On their way, they reached a place where sage maandavya was hanged but still was alive. In the darkness, the woman could not see the things clearly and the brahmin who was riding her shoulders happened to touch the sage. The sage cursed angrily that whoever had touched him would die before sunrise. Hearing the words of the sage, the brahmin's wife thundered that there would be no sunrise tomorrow. Words of the woman came to be true as next morning, the sun did not rise. Thus the whole world was shrouded in darkness as a result of which, the deities became worried. The deities apprehended that without the occurrence of sunrise, the whole universe might be destroyed. They were also worried that without the differentiation of day and night, how could the months be calculated and the seasons known. Even the calculation of year would be impossible. The chastity of brahmins wife had forced even the mighty sun to eschew its daily routine. As a result of this, religious activities like havan, yagya etc. Also came to a halt. Seeing them perplexed, brahma advised the deities to eulogise ansuya, the wife of sage atri. All the deities then pleased ansuya who assured them to convince the wife of the brahmin to retract her words. After that, ansuya reached the brahmin's hut and said to his wife- 'o fortunate one! May you always serve your husband with full dedication. A chaste woman enjoys half the virtues of her husband, which he earns by his religious activities.' brahmini said- 'i am blessed today that the deities have at last glanced at me. Now, tell me, what should i do?' ansuya said- 'o saadhvi! In the absence of the day, all the religious activities have ceased to exist. The world is on the verge of extinction. Only your wish can protect the world from imminent calamity. Hence, be pleased now and allow the sun to rise as usual.' brahmini said- 'o fortunate one! Sage maandavya had cursed that my husband would die with sunrise. I cannot afford to lose my husband.' ansuya said- 'don't worry, o chaste woman! I will resurrect your husband. So, kindly allow the sun to rise now.' then, ansuya invoked the sun by offering water as an oblation. However, the leper-inflicted brahmin died as soon as the sun rose. Then by the powers of her penance, ansuya resurrected the brahmin and transformed him into a disease-free handsome young man. She also blessed the couple to live for hundred years. The deities were pleased with ansuya and asked her to seek a boon. Ansuya expressed her desire to give birth to the trinity of brahma, vishnu and mahesh as her sons. The trinity blessed her with this boon. In due course of time, brahma, vishnu and mahesh took birth as chandrama, dattatreya and durvaasa from ansuya.  

Dattatreya's preaches kaartaveerya arjun  

Sumati says- o father! After the demise of kaartaveerya, his ministers and priests decided to crown his son arjun as their new king. But arjun refused saying that he would not become the king unless and until he had attained the status of a yogi. Sage garg then advised arjun to worship dattatreya who had helped the deities to reunite after the defeat of the demons. Afterwards, arjun migrated to dattatreya's hermitage and began to worship and serve him. Pleased by his penance and service, dattatreya asked arjun to seek a boon. Arjun said- 'o lord! Kindly bless me with such a power, which enables me to perform my duties as a king in a just manner. May nobody match me in war and may i have one thousand arms. I wish to get killed only by such a person who is more virtuous than me and may i guide the people towards the right path. May nobody in my kingdom remain poor and may my devotion for your lotus feet be eternal.' dattatreya said- 'o son! All of your wishes shall come true. With my blessings, you shall rule over all the four directions.' then, dattatreya crowned arjun as the king. Large number of people witnessed his crowning ceremony. Soon after becoming the king, kaar taveerya arjun ordered that nobody in his kingdom should wield a weapon except him.  

Kuvalayashva and the horse kuvalaya  

Sumati says- o father! Now listen to the tale of a brahmin named alark. Long ago, there lived a king named shatrujit who had a meritorious son, ritudhwaj. Prince ritudhwaj had many friends with whom he used to play with. In course of time, two sons of ashwatar, the king of nagas became his friends in the guise of brahmin boys. Both of them were young and good-looking. Both of them used to pass the entire day in the company of ritudhwaj. They would return to their abode in paatal loka only at night. On being enquired by their father, they revealed the reason about their late arrival at home. They said- 'o father! Up there on the land, there is a prince named ritudhwaj. He is the son of king shatrujit. He is very handsome, gentle, brave, truthful, knowledgeous and meritorious. We enjoy his company.' ashwatar said- 'prince ritudhwaj is really blessed for even the meritorious people like you praise him. But have you done anything to make him happy?' his sons asked- 'what can we do for his pleasure? We find ourselves incapable of pleasing such a person whose riches are even rare for paatal loka.' ashwatar said- 'even then, i wish to hear about the characteristics of your new friend.' the sons said- o father! Once the prince narrated us a tale, we are going to relate it now. A brahmin named gaalav lived in king shatrujit's kingdom. One day, he arrived in the court of the king riding on a horse and said- 'o king! For the past many months, a wretched demon has been tormenting me and causing severe disturbances in my daily rituals. He is capable of taking any guise at will. Disguising as an elephant, lion, tiger, wolf and many other wild animals, he terrorises me. It has become very difficult for me to do my meditation. One day in my frustration, i let out a deep sigh. As soon as i did so, this divine horse descended from the sky. I heard a heavenly voice, which said- 'o brahmin! This horse is capable of circumambulating the entire earth without getting tired. It can climb lofty mountains effortlessly and can also run in all the three worlds with the same speed. Hence, this horse shall be renowned as kuvalaya. Riding it, the son of king shatrujit will kills the demon that torments you day and night. 'O king! That is the reason that i have arrived in your court with this horse. Kindly accept it and instruct your son to ride it and kill the demon.' king shatrujit saw his son ritudhwaj off with the brahmin riding that divine horse. 

Kuvalaya goes to paatal loka, killing of demon paatal ketu and marriage with madalasa  

Prince ritudhwaj stayed in the hermitage of sage gaalav and helped him to perform his yagyas without any problem by clearing all the minor obstacles. The demons were not aware of his arrival in the hermitage. One day, a demon arrived in the hermitage disguised as a wild boar and began to rub his bushy head against the body of sage gaalav. Seeing this, his disciples began to scream. Prince ritudhwaj at once rode the horse and wielding a weapon dashed after the boar. The prince injured the boar with an arrow, which was sickle-shaped. The demons fled from the scene. Prince ritudhwaj followed the boar everywhere it went on the mountains, in the forests and on the riverbank. He was determined to slay the demon that had been disturbing the sage for long. Ultimately, the boar jumped into a pit. Ritudhwaj also followed it but could not see the boar anywhere in the pit. Instead he saw a beautiful town which could have matched even the abode of indra. He entered the town where he saw an extremely pretty girl who was walking briskly. Ritudhwaj tried to know about her destination but she ignored him and climbed the stairs of a palace. Ritudhwaj also followed her and in the palace, he saw a beautiful girl sitting on a bedstead. As soon as the girl saw him, she fainted. Her beauty attracted even ritudhwaj. He assured her that there was nothing to be afraid about. Then the same girl whom ritudhwaj had sighted earlier came there and began to fan the fainted lady. The prince enquired about the reason of her unconsciousness. But the girl did not say anything. Instead she whispered something in the ears of her friend who then said- 'o stranger! This is the daughter of vishwavasu, the king of gandharvas. Her name is madalasa. One day, while she was playing in her garden, a demon paatalketu abducted her. Since then she stays here in his captivity. On the coming thirteenth day of this month that demon will marry her. But he doesn't deserve to be her husband. Yesterday, she was ready to commit suicide but the cow surabhi, assured her that a man from the earth would come and kill the demon. Only he would be suitable for my friend. I am her friend. My name is kundala. I am the daughter of vindhyavan and wife of pushkarmali. My husband had been killed by the demon shumbh. Since then i have been touring various places of pilgrimage in order to receive salvation. That wretched paatalketu had taken the guise of a boar but a brave man has injured him with his arrow. I have arrived here only to investigate who is that man. Do not worry about my friend's unconsciousness. She has fainted because of your infatuating handsomeness. She has begun to love you but her problem is that only that man can marry her who has injured the boar. This thought has caused her to lose her consciousness. Now reveal your identity.' ritudhwaj said- 'i am the son of king shatrujit. I have been staying in the hermitage of sage gaalav to protect the sages. Just a few days back, a boar arrived in the hermitage and began to torment the sages. I have injured that boar with my arrow. Now i have arrived here following that boar and happened to see you.' hearing the words of ritudhwaj, madalasa felt shy as well as extreme joy. Kundala then said to her friend- 'the prince speaks the truth. Words of surabhi cannot go wrong.' she then said to ritudhwaj- 'o brave man! Doubtlessly you have killed the demon, paatalketu. My friend madalasa is blessed now. Now its your duty to marry my friend and take her home as your bride.' ritudhwaj said- 'how can i marry your friend without the permission of my father. I am still not fully independent.' kundala said- 'please do not say this. My friend is a divine beauty. Marry her right now.' prince ritudhwaj then agreed to marry madalasa then and there. Madalasa happily remembered their family priest tumbaru who arrived there instantaneously. In the presence of sacred fire, tumbaru carried out the rituals of marriage and tied them in nuptial knot. Thereafter blessing the newly wed couple, tumbaru and kundala took to their respective paths. On the other hand, when ritudhwaj and madalasa started off riding the horse, kuvalaya, demons' army surrounded them. A fierce battle followed. In no time, prince ritudhwaj slayed the entire army and reached his kingdom. There he narrated the whole incident to his father shatrujit. King shatrujit felt very much pleased by the prowess of his son and blessed them heartily. Thereafter, ritudhwaj came to his palace with his wife madalasa. They then began to live happily.  

Separation of madalasa  

The newly-wed couple had hardly spent few months together when king shatrujit once again instructed ritudhwaj to travel across the entire earth and see whether the brahmins were performing their religious duties without any obstacles. Ritudhwaj obeyed the dictates of his father. He used to scale vast distances for the whole day and returned to his wife only at night. One day he noticed that a sage was staying at the bank of river yamuna. He was in fact taalketu, the younger brother of paatalketu. But the prince could not recognise him. That sage approached ritudhwaj and requested him to extend his protection over his hermitage, as he was about to start yagyas. He also begged for the precious necklace of the prince on the pretext that he had nothing to pay as dakshina. The gullible prince gave his necklace to the sage. Then instructing the prince to guard the hermitage and promising to return soon, the sage left. In fact, the sage who was actually a demon arrived in the court of king shatrujit. Madalasa was also present in the court. He said- 'prince ritudhwaj sacrificed his life fighting with the demon while protecting my hermitage. Before his death, he gave me his necklace. His horse has been captured by the demon. I have brought this necklace to you to inform you about that sad incident.' after giving the necklace to madalasa, the demon returned to the hermitage. Hearing the news of her husband's death, madalasa also gave up her life. Mourning soon enveloped the entire palace. Seeing the death of his daughter-in-law, madalasa, king shatrujit was in a dilemma as for whose death should he mourn. A little contemplation led him to the conclusion that it would be futile to mourn his son- ritudhwaj's death because he had died for a noble cause. But his daughter-in-law had followed the steps of her husband, so her death should be mourned for. The queen also supported the king. Thereafter the king performed the last rites of both of them. When taalketu returned to his hermitage, he found ritudhwaj still standing alert. In a sweet tone, taalketu said- 'i am obliged by you, o prince! Staying here with unwavering mind, you have executed my desired task. I have met my objective, so you may go now.' prince ritudhwaj then returned to his palace riding his horse.  

Madalasa is re-born  

When prince ritudhwaj reached the capital, everyone expressed his pleasure with surprise. Ritudhwaj met everyone happily and went to the palace of his parents. Though the king and the queen blessed him but sad expression on their face surprised the prince. Upon enquiry, the king related the entire incident and also how his wife madalasa had died. The news of madalsa's death shocked ritudhwaj. Then consoled by his parents and friends, prince ritudhwaj carried out the necessary consecrations to pacify the soul of his dead wife. He had decided never to marry again. The sons of the naag said- 'o father! Now prince ritudhwaj lives like an ascetic. He never casts his eyes on women and only indulges in playing with people of his age. Hence all we can do for him is to keep him happy.' hearing the entire tale, naagraj fell in deep thought. After sometime he said to his sons with a laughter- 'o sons! Now i will do such a thing that will bring back the smile of ritudhwaj.' saying this, naagraj ashwatar reached plakshaavataran, a place of pilgrimage at the foothills of himalayas along with his brother kambal. There they began to do severe penance to please goddess saraswati. At last, saraswati appeared before them and asked them to seek a boon. Ashwatar requested her to bless both of them with a sweet and melodious voice. After granting them this boon, goddess saraswati disappeared. By her blessings, ashwatar and his brother, kambal became famous singers. Then they began worshipping lord shiva singing sweet and melodious hymns. Pleased by their prayers, lord shankar also asked them to seek a boon. At that ashwatar said- 'o lord! I wish that ritudhwaj's wife madalasa takes birth as my daughter.' lord shankar said- 'with my blessings, your wish shall come true. During the shraadh period, you yourself take the middle portion of the pind (food offered to dead ancestors) and contemplating on me, offer oblations to your ancestors. Madalasa will emerge from your 'middle-hood'. Bowing before lord shiva thereafter, both the brothers returned to their kingdom in paatal loka. Ashwatar organised a shraadh in the same way as told by the lord and consumed the middle portion of the food offered to the ancestors. Then contemplating on the desired object, he let out a deep sigh. Instantaneously, madalasa emerged from his 'middle-hood'. Ashwatar did not reveal this fact to anybody and made adequate arrangements so that she could live in secrecy. Thereafter one day, he instructed his sons to bring their friend ritudhwaj to the palace. Both the sons once again joined the company of ritudhwaj. One day while playing, they insisted him to visit their palace. The prince gladly accompanied them. In paatal loka, he was amazed to see his brahmin friends getting transformed into serpents. They took ritudhwaj through the streets and lanes of their kingdom. Ultimately they reached the palace of ashwatar. Introducing ritudhwaj, the serpent princes said- 'o father! This is our brave friend, ritudhwaj.' ritudhwaj greeted ashwatar respectfully and received his blessings. Ashwatar said to him- 'long live o prince! My sons always sing praise of your divine virtues. I request you to stay with us for a few months and enjoy the pleasures of paatal loka.' 

Ritudhwaj re-unites with madalasa  

Ritudhwaj stayed in the palace of ashwatar. Naagraj did his best to keep ritudhwaj happy and forget the sorrow of his wife's separation. During his stay, ashwatar tried many times to coax ritudhwaj into revealing his heartiest desire. But every time ritudhwaj intelligently avoided the topic. Once, king ashwatar, in ritudhwaj's presence, asked his sons what should be done to please him. They informed the king that nothing less than madalasa would please the prince most and that the prince was eager to see his deceased wife once more. Prince ritudhwaj also said shyly that he would be greatly obliged if naagraj could help him to have a sight of his deceased wife. Ashwatar said- 'o son! If you wish to see the illusion, come on, have a sight of your deceased wife.' saying this, naagraj called madalasa who was staying secretly in his palace and asked ritudhwaj- 'take a good look, o son, if she is your wife.' seeing his wife before him, the prince fainted. When he regained his consciousness, he stepped forward to touch her but ashwatar stopped him cautioning that she was not real but illusionary and would vanish as soon as he touched her. Hearing this, ritudhwaj once again lost his consciousness. When he regained his consciousness, he uttered nothing but 'she's mine! She's mine!' seeing the pitiable condition of the prince, naagraj revealed the whole story of madalsa's resurrection. Ritudhwaj became extremely joyous after re-uniting with his wife. Then he contemplated on his divine horse as a result of which, it appeared within a moment. Riding the horse, prince ritudhwaj returned to his kingdom with his wife madalasa.  

Birth of madalasa's sons  

After returning to his father's kingdom, ritudhwaj narrated the whole incident to his parents of how he regained madalasa. Then they began to live happily. After many years, king shatrujit crowned ritudhwaj as the king. After king ritudhwaj's accession to the throne, madalasa gave birth to her first son. Ritudhwaj named the child as vikrant. After sometime, madalasa gave birth to her second son whom ritudhwaj named as subahu. Subsequently, their third son was born and named shatrumardan. After the naming ceremony of the third son, madalasa could not help laughing, as she was very amused by such a name given to her son. The metaphysical knowledge, which madalasa gave to her three sons, had helped them to become ascetics. When their fourth son was born, the king sought her approval on the name being given to him. This made the queen laugh. The king asked her to name the child. Madalasa named this child as alark. Hearing the name, the king ridiculed its relevance. Madalasa said that the names have significance only for worldly matters. She also reminded the king about the futility of the names given to their previous children. As madalasa began to preach her fourth son about the metaphysics, the king stopped her by saying that she had already preached all the three sons on the path of renunciation. He requested her to spare the fourth child so that he could grow up and become the king one-day. Madalasa then blessed her son- 'you are blessed my son because you will rule the earth without obstacles. Now cultivate in your heart the desire to do well to others. Never caste your eyes on women other than your wife. Always contemplate on murari to destroy the evil thoughts in your heart.'  

Preachings of madalasa  

Madalasa used to preach the little prince while played. When alark attained boyhood, he asked- 'o mother! What should i do in order to mastery over physical and metaphysical matters? How can i serve my subjects in the best possible way?' madalasa said- 'looking after the welfare of the subjects religiously is the supreme duty of a king. He should always be alert against the activities of his enemies. With the help of spies, the king should keep a watch on the activities of his minister so that he could not make friends with the enemies. It is unwise for the king to trust everybody but under certain circumstances, he may trust even his enemies. A king must control his lust but at the same time, he should make efforts to increase the boundaries of his kingdom. Surrendering to sensual comfort is like death for a king. A king should appear as all pervasive and omnipresent. Fostering the subjects with total righteousness enhances the wisdom of the king.'  

Duties of people belonging to various ashrams varnashram dharma  

Alark says- 'tell me about the duties of the different classes and stages of life.' madalasa says- 'donation, study and yagya, these three are the religion of a brahmin. Performing yagya for others, teaching and accepting donation are the three vocations of brahmin. Donation, study and yagya are also the religious duties of kshatriyas. Protection of land and using weapons are vocation for kshatriyas. Religious duties of a vaishya are also same like that of the brahmins such as donation, study and yagya. For a living, vaishya may take up animal rearing, agriculture and trade as profession. Serving all these three above mentioned castes as well as making donations and performing yagya are the religious duties of a shudra. Tilling the earth, serving brahmins, feeding animals, selling and purchasing items are professions of a shudra. A person belonging to dwij class may relatively enjoy freedom until his sacred thread ceremony has not been performed. After the sacred thread ceremony, he should come to stay at the home of his teacher and observe celibacy strictly while studying scriptures. There he is expected to serve the guru sincerely. At the completion of education, he should pay dakshina to his guru. He may get married and start the second stage of his life that is grihasthashram. He should then subsequently opt for vanprastha and sanyaas respectively. After the completion of education and paying all the dues, the disciple is ready to start second stage of his life that is grihasthashram. For this he should first find a suitable girl from his caste and get married. Grihasthashram is considered as the best stage of life. It is in itself a complete yagya. As a householder, he is expected to foster those who are dependent on him. During this stage of his life, he should earn his livelihood by occupations ascribed for his caste. He should please the deities by performing yagyas, his ancestors by making oblations, and prajapatis by producing children, spectres by offering sacrifices of cereals and society by showering love. Even the ascetic and celibates depend on married people for their daily bread. Hence married life or grihasthashram is stated to be superior among all the ashrams. A grihastha must welcome and treat even his unexpected guests with great warmth. A householder who fails to satisfy his guest never succeeds in religious matters. The yagyas that are offered in such households go futile. Hence it is not proper for the householder to show ego and abuse a guest otherwise he will have to expiate for it later. When the children of the householder grow up and his body becomes senile, he should go to the forest after relinquishing the world. There, he should pass his time by indulging himself in austerities and religious activities. This stage is known as vanprasthashram and is most necessary for the sanctification of his soul. This stage is followed by sanyaasashram- the stage, which requires complete renunciation, celibacy, control of senses and anger etc. The virtues like truthfulness, sanctity, non-violence, tolerance, forgiveness, kindness, generosity and contentment are the religious merits applicable to all the ashrams equally. Those who abide by their religion stay in the abode of brahmaji till the reign of fourteen indras. The king punishes those who violate this religious code. If the king doesn't punish them, he is himself destroyed. Hence a king must first of all abide by the duties as prescribed for different ashrams in his life and only then he has the right to punish those people who violate these dictates. '  

Duties of a grihasth (householder)  

Alark says- what are the duties of a married man by discharging which he becomes free from all kinds of bondage and attains salvation. Kindly tell me about these things. Madalasa says- o son! Those people who discharge their duties as a householder by fostering all the living beings attain to the heaven automatically. All the living creatures of the world including the deities and the dead ancestors are dependent on their nurturing on the householder. They always look at the face of the married man for their living. In fact, grihasthashram can be compared to a cow that fosters others with her milk. All the four vedas are present in this 'cow' that is grihasthashram. Entire universe is reflected in this ashram. Daily after the bath in the morning, a grihastha must perform oblations to the deities, to the sages, prajapati and ancestors by offering water to them. Then he should perform a yagya and offer cereals in the sacrificial fire. There are certain places in the house, which are reserved for specific deities and where offerings are made to them. Sacrifice to brahmaji should be offered in the central part of the home, to vishwadeva in the eastern side of the home, to dhanvantari in the northern side, to indra again in the eastern side, to yama in the southern side, to varun in the western side and to soma in the northern side of the home. At the threshold of the house, sacrifice should be offered to dhaata and vidhaata. One must sit facing the south while offering sacrifice to his dead ancestors. For the dogs and birds, sacrifices should be given on the ground in the morning and evening. At the arrival of a guest, a grihastha must worship him by offering water, cereals, flowers etc. As per his financial condition. If possible, a grihastha should feed one or more brahmins in order to pacify his ancestors. He should give alms to a beggar and a celibate. Without giving alms, a grihastha must not proceed to dine. He should also feed starving and diseased people first. Such kind of living definitely benefits a grihastha.  

Regular and causal duties shraadh and its rituals  

Madalasa says- o son! A grihastha has three kinds of duties- regular, causal and a combination of both. Rituals, which are connected with oblations and carried out daily, are called regular duties. Rituals and consecrations performed at the birth of a child are called causal duties. Yearly performance of shraadh for the dead ancestors is a combination of regular and causal duties. Now listen about the causal duties. At the time of a child's birth, different kinds of rituals and consecrations are carried out in the household. During the time of marriage ceremony also, many more rituals are carried out. At the time of marriage however, performance of the shraadh named naandimukh is a must. During the shraadh, the host should sit facing the north or the east and offer a loaf made of barley flour and yoghurt. Then he should circumambulate around two brahmins and worship them. Rituals and shraadh carried out in the household after the occurrence of any death in the household comes under the category of causal duties. During the shraadh period, all kinds of sacred activities are forbidden. Only the use of kusha grass is permitted. Donation of 'pind' comprising of barley flour, yoghurt, honey etc. Is made for only one time to pacify the soul of the dead person. Then oblation of water with sesame seeds should be offered in the name of the dead person. This ritual should continue for a year- once every month. After a year, shraadh is organised in which one, three or five brahmins are fed. Thereafter, every year, during the darker phase of ashwin month, a shraadh should be carried out for the dead ancestors. This ritual is a combination of regular and causal duties. Sages have made provision for appeasement of dead ancestors up to the last seven generations. Cereals, which the people offer in the name of their dead ancestors, pacify those souls who stay in pishaach yoni. Water falling on the earth at the time of wringing the clothes after one's bath pacifies those souls, who have taken the form of vegetation after their death. Water falling during the bath satisfies those souls who have attained the status of deities. Cereals that fall during the lifting of pind satisfy those souls who are in lower life forms. The cereals that scatter here and there and swept aside satisfy souls of those people, who had died in their childhood before the accomplishment of any consecration. The waste water falling down while brahmin washes his hands after dining and pacifies all the other souls. Every month, during the waning phases of the moon or on the day of amavasya, shraadh should be carried out. Besides it, eighth day of darker phase in the month of paush is also good for carrying out shraadh. If a virtuous brahmin is available, time of solar and lunar eclipses is also good for shraadh. The time when the sun crosses the equator during its northward and southward journey is also good for shraadh. Apart from these above mentioned situations, one can also organise shraadh in the following circumstances- at the time of great calamity, availability of items suitable for shraadh, after a nightmare, during the period of birth nakshatra and during the period of unfavourable stars etc. On the first day of the shraadh, a virtuous brahmin should be invited while the host must observe total restraint. It is said that such a man, who indulges in sexual intercourse on the same day after carrying out shraadh or eating food of shraadh, causes his dead ancestors to sleep in semen for one month. Ancestors of such a man, who performs shraadh immediately after having a sexual intercourse, drink urine and semen for one month. Hence a virtuous brahmin, whom the host is intending to feed, should be informed about the shraadh one day earlier in advance. If a brahmin is not available, a true celibate can be fed on the day of shraadh. After the brahmin has carried out all the necessary rituals, havan, oblation etc., he must be formally insisted to dine. All kinds of edible items that a brahmin may wish to eat should be offered. While reciting the rakshodhn mantra, grains of sesame and mustard should be scattered on the ground. After the brahmin has dined, he should be offered with water to wash his hands and some cereals that should be scattered on the ground with his permission. Then sitting on the seat of kusha grass, the host should offer a pind made of sesame seeds, barley flour, sugar, ghee etc. An oblation of water should follow it. At the end, the brahmin should be seen off with proper dakshina. Only then the host is free to dine himself along with other invited guests and family members.  

Do's and don'ts during a shraadh  

Madalasa says- o son! I am now narrating about the do's and don'ts to be followed during shraadh. Many kinds of edible items can be offered in the shraadh. These include cereals like barley, wheat, rice, millet, corn, etc., fish, flesh of deer, rabbit, bird, wild boar, goat and neelgai (antelope). All these kinds of items are capable of pacifying the soul of dead ancestors for different period of time depending on the nature of offerings being made. Likewise cereals offered in sacred fire cause satisfaction for one month. Fish causes satisfaction for two months. Flesh of deer causes satisfaction for three months. Flesh of rabbit causes satisfaction for four months. Flesh of bird causes satisfaction for five months. Flesh of wild boar causes satisfaction for six months. Flesh of goat causes satisfaction for seven months. Flesh of different types of deer and antelope causes satisfaction for eight, nine and ten months respectively. Food items made of cow's milk and ghee and kheer cause satisfaction to the dead ancestors for one year. Different varieties of rice, barley, millet, wheat, sesame, moong dal, mustard etc. Are extremely satisfying food for the ancestors. Different types of pulses and corn can also be offered. Use of garlic, carrot, onion, radish, refined salt, red gum, gourd etc. Is prohibited. Water that is stinking, frothy, stale or otherwise incapable of quenching a cow's thirst should also be discarded. Milk of doe, camel, goat, buffalo and other one-hoof animals, yak and such a cow that was milked for the past ten days is also forbidden for use in shraadh. Soil that is infested with insects, dry, baked with fire, stinking or collected from an unholy place should not be used. Similarly, such people who are violent, wretched, killers of brahmins, impotent or have fiendish characters should not be involved in the shraadh. Cocks and pigs should also be kept away from the place of shraadh. This is the reason why sesame seeds are scattered at the site of shraadh secretly. The host must not see a woman in menses. It is also not necessary to feed a host of brahmins. Instead it is sufficient to feed only one meritorious brahmin with complete devotion and respect. It is enough to appease the dead ancestors. Appeasements of ancestors automatically lead to appeasement of the deities, planets, nakshatras and all whose blessings can transform the living condition of the person.  

Auspicious days and months  

Madalasa says- shraadh can be performed on any day during the dark lunar phase in the hindu month of ashwin i.e. From the first day to the amavasya. Performing of shraadh on any of these days brings the following benefits- performing shraadh on the first day or pratipada brings monetary gain. Shraadh performed on the second day brings prosperity, shraadh performed on the third day blesses the performer with a boon. Performing shraadh on the fourth day leads to the destruction of enemies. Performing shraadh on the fifth day gives benefit from a woman; shraadh performed on the sixth day helps a man to acquire respect in the society. Shraadh performed on the seventh day makes the performer an able leader; shraadh performed on the eighth day enhances the intelligence. Shraadh performed on the ninth day brings the company of the attractive women. Shraadh performed on the tenth day leads to the fulfilment of all the desires. Performing shraadh on the eleventh day helps him to attain the knowledge of vedas. Shraadh performed on the twelfth day makes the performer victorious. Shraadh performed on the thirteenth day leads to long life and luxuries. Shraadh performed on the fourteenth day and amavasya lead to the fulfilment of all the desires. Fruits of shraadh performed during different nakshatras:  

Nakshatra result  

Kritika abode in heaven rohini increase in progeny mrigshira radiance ardra bravery punarvasu increase in land property pushya improvement in health ashlesha sons magha help from relatives purvaphalguni good fortune uttaraphalguni increase in the virtues hasta increase in greatness chitra beauty and handsome personality swati increase in trade vishaakha increase in progeny and fulfilment of desires anuradha respect jyeshtha dominance moola disease-free life purvaasarha popularity uttarasarha freedom from sorrows shravan attainment of auspicious abode dhanishtha immense wealth abhijit knowledge of vedas abhijit knowledge of medical science shatabhisha increase in animal wealth purvabhadrapad increase in knowledge and cattle uttarabhadrapad receiving of precious metals like gold and silver revati receiving of horses ashwini increase in average life bharani prosperity and increase in comforts  

Forbidden and permitted items 

Madalasa says- o son! Now, i will tell you the do's and don'ts for healthy living. Stale cereals, oil and fats stored over a prolonged period of time, items prepared from wheat and barley and food items which is not prepared from pure ghee or milk should not be consumed. Flesh of turtle, porcupine etc. Is worth eating whereas flesh of village pigs and cocks should not be consumed. Brahmin can eat flesh offered to him in a shraadh. Things like conch, stone, gold, and pearl etc. Are purified simply by washing in water. Cereals either touched or washed by unwarranted people are not fit for any purpose. Flesh of animals killed by chandaal or killed for the purpose of oblation in shraadh is also considered pure. Seat, bed, vehicle, boat, and grass, rays of the sun and moon and air are naturally pure things. Touch by a woman who is in her menses, dog, jackal, a mother who has recently given birth to a child, a chandaal, and carriers of the brier etc. Is defiling in nature. A person however can become pure once again by taking bath if touched by any of these people and animals. One should not neglect the appearance of blood and cough. Excretions and water collected after washing the feet should be thrown out of the home at once. Getting touched by the people who criticize deities, ancestors, yagya, and mantra etc. Is also defiling. Sighting of the sun however purifies the defiled person. Duties of the woman: different male and female deities dwell at the threshold of the home. Hence this portion of the home should be worshipped properly everyday. At dawn, the threshold should not be left vacant or it may have adverse effect on one's lineage. The whole area inside the home should be plastered with cow dung daily or washed with pure water. All these activities should be carried out by the better half of the householder. Those women, who prepare food during the last quarter of the night, suffer from infertility in future births. Those women, who do not sweep their home in the evening, remains unmarried and are bereft of wealth in future births. Such women also lose their wealth, life-span and reputation. Kicking the following things like broom, hearth and mortar etc. Or touching them with feet also leads to the loss of progeny and wealth. The householder should not use broken seat, board and black blanket for sitting purpose. He should not comb his hair while facing south. Those who do not dine, perform havan or make donations at the appropriate time are no better than eunuchs. Those who shun these activities despite having wealth are worse than mice. Those who do not respect the deities, teachers, wife of the teacher, cow, and brahmin etc. Are boycotted by the society. Naked are those who are devoid of vedas, other religious scriptures and rituals. Such a house is really contemptible, which is boycotted by the brahmins and where daily routines are not followed regularly. After birth or death in the family, a brahmin becomes purified in ten days. During this period of ten days, he should avoid all the religious activities. In similar conditions, a kshatriya gets purified in twelve days after a birth or death in his family, a vaishya in fifteen days and a shudra in one month. Dead body of a person should be cremated outside the boundaries of the village. His family members should offer oblation of water to pacify his soul on the first, fourth, seventh and ninth days after the cremation. Ashes should be collected from the fourth day. In case of deaths caused by a snake bite or poisoning family members may get purified after a day. There is no impurity in case of the death of a child, an immigrant and the one who has renounced everything. Even their cremation is not carried out nor oblation of water is made. If one more death occurs in the family while the mourning period of the earlier death is still continuing, impurity of the second death lasts as long as that of the first one. Similar rules are applied to the impurity caused by the birth. Thus abiding by these norms, the householder can easily attain the four objectives of life that is dharma, arth, kama and moksha.  

King alark and his queries about yoga king alark receives a ring  

After reaching youth-hood, prince alark got married. By that time, his father king ritudhwaj had also grown old. Hence before grihastha, he crowned his son as the new king. At the time of crowning, queen madalasa presented him a ring and said - 'o son! This ring contains a note which will teach you on how a king should administer the kingdom.' saying this, madalasa blessed alark and left the palace with her husband ritudhwaj to spend their lives in the forest.  

Wisdom of alark  

After his accession to the throne, king alark ruled justly. In due course of time, he got many sons. He followed the dictates of dharma, arth and kama while ruling his kingdom. Inspite of enjoying all the luxuries, alark still could not experience bliss and felt as if he was missing something in his life. Very soon, subahu came to learn about the royal luxuries of his brother alark and got tempted to enjoy the same luxuries. To attain his objective, subahu took the help of the king of kashi. The king of kashi sent an envoy to alark with a message to give the kingdom to subahu, which alark refused. Instead, he sent a reply that the request must be made by subahu himself. 'I will not give him my kingdom out of fear of war,' said alark. But subahu did not pay heed and with the help of the king of kashi, launched a massive attack on his kingdom and conquered it. Now alark's days of sorrow had begun. He then remembered the ring presented by his mother madalasa. He opened the ring and found a letter in it. The letter said- 'when you lose your everything, give up the company of your present advisors and join the company of learned sages.' this message made alark to pine for the company of the learned sages. Very soon, he went to the refuge of dattatreya and requested him to remove his miseries. Dattatreya assured him of removing his miseries at once but before doing that, he wanted to know the reasons for his miseries. Alark said- 'i do not long for pleasures but my elder brother wants to grab my kingdom.'  

Dattatreya preaches alark  

Alark says- 'o lord! With the arising of disenchantment in my heart, i have no miseries now. Only those people feel drowned in the ocean of miseries who are attached to worldly things. A man feels all kinds of sorrows due to his attachments towards the luxuries in which his mind indulges. Now neither sorrow nor joy can affect me.' dattatreya says- 'o king! Whatever you said is correct. Attachment is the cause of both sorrow and happiness. It is because of the knowledge i gave to you that the 'mist of attachment' has disappeared from your heart. A small sprout of ego ultimately develops into a huge tree of ignorance. Affection is the trunk of this tree. Home and family are the branches and wife and children are the leaves of this tree. Wealth and cereals are the flowers and happiness and sorrow are the fruits of this tree. Relation that emerges out of affection is the canopy of this tree. This tree grows day by day and obscures the path of liberation. This tree is full of desires and those who sit under the lee of this tree can never attain salvation. Hence felling of this tree is of foremost importance for a person desirous of attaining 'brahmajitva.'  

Yogadhyay  

Dattatreya says- o king! With the attainment of knowledge, people come to conjugate with the supreme almighty and which results into dispersion of their ignorance. To attain moksha, it is necessary for a man to shun attachment first of all. Only after that, he will become free from sorrows. When he becomes free from sorrow, he unites with the supreme almighty. This phenomenon is known as yoga. Unification with the supreme almighty enables a man to attain knowledge and finally moksha (salvation). It is therefore essential for the all those seeking salvation that first of all they should renounce affection and attachment for the worldly objects including their near and dear ones. Knowledge and renunciation are nothing but two sides of the same coin and one is necessary to give rise to the other. Home is nothing but the place for staying, food is nothing but the energy required sustaining our body and knowledge is nothing but an aid to attain salvation. Anything that caused obstacles in the way of salvation is ignorance. A living being is bound to receive the fruits of action no matter whether they are good or bad. Hence one should carry out his duties without bothering for the results. With the attenuation of the results of the action performed in the previous births, a living being becomes free from the cycles of life and death. With the attainment of yoga, yogis take refuge in none other than brahma. But the path of attaining yoga is indeed difficult, if not impossible. One has to conquer his soul first of all because the soul itself is regarded as invincible. Control of physical impurities with the help of pranayam, sins by determination, lust by self-restrains and contemplation on god are the ways to conquer the soul.  

Perfection in yoga  

Dattatreya says-during the process of conquering the soul, different kinds of allurements begins to divert the mind of the yogis. It is imperative for the yogi to keep his mind busy by observing fast, worshipping and contemplating in god. It is the duty of the yogi to always contemplate on god, only then he can seek solace in him. Thus, after controlling his senses, a yogi ought to eat and sleep less, attain unification with the supreme being. O king! A yogi unifies with brahma once his physical and mental faults are removed. Then, he never separates from the supreme being.  

Daily routine of a yogi  

Alark says- o lord, now kindly narrate about the daily routine, a yogi should abide by in order to preserve his piousness. Dattatreya says- o king! Respect and insult are the two reasons for love and hatred. Yogis attain perfection by understanding insult as respect and vice versa. A yogi should therefore never attend social functions like shraadh, marriage ceremonies or other festivities. He should not accept the hospitality of others and should shun unnecessary journeys. A yogi should seek alms only after the householder and his family has dined. A yogi should accept alms only from those households whose inmates are gentle, religious and free from blemishes and should accept things like whey, milk, fruits, edible roots, gram flour etc. Before going to dine, a yogi should offer his food to the deities reciting he following mantras-  

Prananyay swaha 

Aapanay swaha 

Samanay swaha 

Udanay swaha 

Vyanay swaha  

After reciting these mantras one by one and offering food to the deities who are present in his body as different forms of air, the yogi may now proceed to dine. Control of senses and greed, celibacy, renunciation and non-violence are the five resolutions of a yogi. Control of anger, service to the guru, sanctity, eating less and studying vedas regularly are the five norms for a yogi. A yogi must practice meditation at a desolate place, forest, cave or peak of a mountain. A true celibate has full control over his speech, mind and action. Iron and gold have equal worth in his eye; he loves no one and hates no one.  

Description of omkar  

Dattatreya says- those yogis who abide by their resolution are never degraded from their supreme position. Such yogis always recite om while contemplating on the eternal god. 'A', 'u' and 'm', these three syllables constitute the body om or aum. These three syllables represent the virtues (gunas) of sata, tama and raja respectively. Thus, by contemplating on god and reciting om, a yogi ultimately achieves unification with that eternal spirit. But there are still some disastrous traps that a yogi should guard himself against, otherwise his entire penance might turn futile at the time of death. Hence every yogi must be aware of these disastrous traps.  

Description of disastrous traps 

Dattatreya says- a person who is unable to see the path of the deities, or the heavenly bodies like- dhruv, shukra (venus), soma (moon), or his own shadow or goddess arundhati, must understand that his death is near. For those people to whom, the sun appears without radiance but fire appears as the sun, die within eleven months. Sighting of gold and silver in urine or stools signifies death within ten months. Those who see ghosts, gandharvas and gold tree in the dreams live for nine months only. Those who become fat or thin suddenly live for eight months more. Those yogis whose heels appear cracked while walking on sand or mud die within seven months. Getting perched on the body by volatile birds like vulture, pigeon, owl, and crow etc. Indicates that the concerned person will live for only six months. Those who see their shadow in opposite direction live for four or five months more only. Those who sight lightning without clouds or rainbow during the night time, in their dream live for two or three months more. Those who cannot see their reflection in ghee, oil, water and mirror die within a month. A person whose body smells like a cadaver die within fifteen days. Those whose hands and feet remain dry even after taking bath and dry even after taking light refreshments live only for ten days. Those who sight hair, cinders, ash, snakes and dried rivers in the dream, die on the eleventh day. Those who feel hungry even after eating to their fill also die soon. O king! There are many more disastrous symptoms that indicate death. A yogi must always be alert regarding these signs. Whenever a yogi perceives the appearance of all or some of these disastrous symptoms, he must at once take to yoga to minimise the effects. Brahmagyan- a yogi experiences extreme joy when he meditates while doing yoga. Only then can he experience brahma. Physical body is ephemeral; hence a true yogi does not mourn over the loss of physical body. Hence, a yogi must train his mind in yoga ignoring sorrow or affection. This is indeed a difficult task to achieve. Alark says- o brahmin! By your blessings, my ignorance has ended. Now i will do everything so that ignorance does not grip me once again. Then taking dattatreya's permission, alark went back to the king of kashi and said- 'o king! You have a desire for the kingdom, so take this kingdom and enjoy its luxuries yourself or give it to subahu.' the king of kashi asked alark as to why he was renouncing the kingdom without fighting a war. He also tried to instigate alark by saying that his conduct did not suit the kshatriyas. Alark said- 'only brahma is truth, all the other things are false. Now controlling my senses, i will attain perfection in yoga.'  

Alark masters yoga and penance of jada and his father  

Words of alark pleased the king of kashi. Even, subahu got up gladly and after embracing alark said to the king of kashi- "o king, i had taken your refuge to win the kingdom. Now, i have got it without fighting a war and without a drop of blood being shed. But, i am leaving now, renouncing everything." the king of kashi said- "subahu, why had you taken refuge in me? What have you received now?" subahu said- "o king! My younger brother alark had been so far indulging in luxuries despite having metaphysical knowledge. He was in fact experiencing miseries in his household. When the miseries cross all limits, only then renunciation arises in the mind, as is the case with alark. That was why i had taken your refuge. My job is finished now. So i am leaving to attain perfection in yoga. O king, i regard those people who ignore their near and dear ones in their miseries as heartless. Such people are degraded from their position of dharma, arth, kama and moksha and are criticised everywhere." the king of kashi said- "o subahu, you have salved your brother alark. Now kindly salve me also." subahu said- "attainment of dharma, arth, kama and moksha are the four major objectives for the attainment of which humans have been created. You have already attained dharma, artha and kama. Only moksha remains to be attained now. 'It is mine', 'it is me' etc. Are expressions of ego. Guarding the self from these thoughts is the true knowledge. A man must know 'what is to be known? 'Who is to know?' and 'who is he?' a knowledge of these automatically leads to the knowledge of all." saying these words, subahu left the palace. The king of kashi too returned to his kingdom. Alark crowned his elder son as the new king and he began to practice yoga in a forest. After many years of rigorous practice, alark attained salvation and his abode in brahma loka. The brahmin's son said- "o father! Now you too must take refuge in yoga in order to attain brahma. I too will try to attain salvation." the birds say- "o brahmin! Thus the father and son began their penance and attained salvation.  

The universe and lord brahma's manifestation the origin of the universe  

Jaimini thanked the birds for enlightening him with self-knowledge. But he was still not satisfied. There were many questions to which he had no answers. He asked the birds- 'how did this universe come into being? What will happen to it during the time of final annihilation? How did the deities, the sages, the ancestors and the living creatures originate? How did the manvantaras arrive? I am anxious to know about all these things.' the birds replied- 'o jaimini! We salute the same jagannath who creates in the form of lord brahma, nurtures the world as lord vishnu and ultimately annihilates the world as lord shiva in his most terrifying form. We will now reveal the knowledge which was once narrated by sage markandeya.' the birds then narrated the following tale as was originally told by sage markandeya. 'In the beginning of creation, as soon as lord brahma manifested himself, all the four vedas and eighteen puranas came out from his four mouths. Lord brahma then created the saptarishis merely by wishing, who took all the vedas and puranas in their possession.' 'later on, sage chyavan got the puranas from one of the saptarishis- sage bhrigu and read out its contents to the assembled sages. The sages then retold the puranas to daksha. Daksha narrated the contents of the puranas to me (markandeya). The virtues of listening to puranas are capable of destroying all sins of a man. Now i am going to reveal to you that secret knowledge of purana as was told to me by daksha.' 'brahma- the cause and effect of everything pervades the universe even after the final annihilation. All the three gunas are present in him. When the time is appropriate for commencing the process of creation, the whole atmosphere is covered by the great element (mahatatva), which itself comprises of the three basic gunas- satva (pure), rajas (semi-pure) and taamas (dark).' 'ego manifests itself from the great element (mahatatva). Even the ego remains covered by the great element. The ego then creates 'shabda tanmatra' (subtle forms of matter related with sound). The sky which symbolizes the shabda (sound) is created from this very shabda tanmatra.' 'the ego then covers the whole sky. After that sparsh tanmatra (subtle forms of matter related with touch) comes into being. Air, which signifies the quality of touch, then comes into being. After the creation of air, light is created without which the forms and appearance cannot be perceived.' 'the deformity of life results into the creation of rasa matra. From this very rasa matra, water comes into being. The water is enveloped by the roop matra (subtle forms of appearance). The water then gets deformed and as a result gandha matra comes into being, from which the earth is created. All the worlds are established in this earth.' 'first of all, the gunas enter into the atoms and create the seven basic elements which are a must for procreation. The seven basic elements then establish themselves in purusha and prakriti. The union of purusha and prakriti results into the creation of egg. This egg keeps expanding in its size while being in water.' 'lord brahma who is also known as kshetragya and who is also the creator of all the souls dwells in that egg.' the same brahma pervades all the three worlds. All the creatures of the world including the deities, demons and human beings along with islands, mountains, oceans, air and sky etc. Are present inside the egg.' 'the mother nature along with the great element covers this egg. This way, the seven natural coverings envelop the egg. Beyond the prakriti (nature) is established the purusha (almighty).' 'now i am going to reveal the identity of brahma to you. Just as drops of water fall down from the body of a wet man immersed in water, in the same way, lord brahma too discards off the egg in the end. The nature is nothing else but kshetra (space, area) and brahma is also known as kshetragya. This way, the whole creation came into being just like lightning.  

Life span of lord brahma  

Kraustuki said- 'tell me! O lord! How were the living beings created as the period of final annihilation was approaching its end.' markandeya replied- 'when the nature establishes herself in the soul of the purusha (supreme almighty), all the created matter gets annihilated. Prakriti and purusha are established in the mode of parallelism. During that period, satva and tama become neutrally balanced. Even the quality of rajas establishes itself within the qualities of satva and tama.' 'the life span of brahma consists of dwiparardha. The day and night of brahma are of equal duration. Brahma is the origin of this universe. He is the inconceivable soul- the supreme lord and the cause of all the events. He is beyond the reach of activities. He enters into prakriti and purusha- excites both of them to get unified. When prakriti gets excited, the supreme lord manifests himself in the egg as brahma. He then commences his creation. The same brahma attains the form of vishnu due to the effect of his satva guna and nurtures the whole creation. Under the influence of tamo guna, he attains the form of rudra and finally annihilates the whole creation. He then goes into hibernation.' 'this way, the same almighty god in his three different forms of brahma, vishnu and mahesh performs his duties of creation, nurturing and annihilation respectively. The life span of brahma consists of one hundred years. The division of time is as follows- one kashtha consists of fifteen nimeshas. One kala consists of thirty kashthas whereas thirty kalas make one muhurta. One day and night of this material world consists of thirty muhurtas. Thirty days and nights are equivalent to one month or two fortnights (pakshas).' 'six months make one ayan. Two ayans make a year. A day and night of the deities are equivalent to one year of this material world. Similarly twelve thousand years of the deities make the four yugas. Satya yuga consists of the four thousand years of the deities. Treta yuga consists of three thousand years of the deities. Dwapar yuga consists of two thousand years of the deities whereas kali yuga consists of one thousand years of the deities. Similarly sandhya (evening) period of satya yuga consists of four hundred years and sandhyansh (part of evening) consists of the same period that is four hundred years. 

Thus the total number of years that satya yuga has come up to 4000+400+400= 4800 years.

In the same way, the sandhya and sandhyansh of treta yuga consist of 300 years each.

Thus, the total number of years in treta yuga comes up to 3000+300+300= 3600 years. 

Sandhya and sandhyansh period of dwapar yuga is of 200 years each. Thus the total number of years in dwapar yuga comes up to 2000+200+200= 2400 years. 

Sandhya and sandhyansh period of kali yuga are of 100 years each. 

Thus the total number of years in kali yuga comes up to 1000+100+100= 1200 years. 

A day of brahma consists of thousand times of the twelve thousand years of the deities. Fourteen manus appear in succession during the whole day of brahma. Each manavantar comprises of a manu and his progenies, indra and the other deities, saptarishis ganas and nripati ganas etc. A manavantar consists of seventy-one chatur yugas. On the basis of the years of this material world, a manavantar consists of 30,67,20,000 years or 8,52,000 years of the deities. A brahma's day consists of 4,29,40,00,000 years of this world or 1,19,28,000 years of the deities. The dissolution, which occurs at the end of the day of brahma, is also known as causal dissolution (naimittik pralay). During the time of causal dissolution, all the residents of bhur, bhuva and swarga lokas temporarily go to mahar loka. The residents of mahar loka shift their base to jana loka. The entire universe is submerged in the ocean during the time of causal dissolution and this is the time for brahma to take rest i.e. At night. Brahma starts his creation at the end of the night. This way, after the completion of three hundred and sixty years of brahma, his one-year is complete. One hundred such years of brahma make one para and five hundred such years make one parardha. One parardha of brahma has already passed at the end of which padrama mahakalpa occurred. The present period, which falls under the second parardha, is also known as varaha kalpa.  

Natural and flawed creations  

Kraustuki asked curiously- 'tell me how brahma did his creations?' markandeya replied- 'when brahma got up from his sleep after the end of dissolution (pralay) named padrama, he found a void all around himself. He remembered narayana who is also known by the name of nastanu i.e. One who dwells in water. Narayana was engrossed in his eternal sleep. After waking up, he rescued the earth, submerged in the ocean just like he had done in the previous kalpas by taking the forms of a boar, a fish and tortoise etc. But even after the earth was brought up from the seabed and was established above the ocean, it was still swinging like a boat. Narayana then created the mountains to stop the earth from swinging. But the mountains were burnt down by agni (fire) named samvartak. The mountains submerged into the ocean. The mountains after having displaced the water had become fixed at their respective places. Therefore, narayana divided the whole earth into seven islands and created the four lokas just like before. After that, five avidyas came into being. This way, the whole creation established themselves in five ways. The whole creation was hidden in darkness till this period. After this, narayana created the ignorant animals, which symbolised the tamo guna. After the animals the deities who symbolised the satva guna were created.' 'brahma was extremely satisfied by the creations of narayana. But he was desirous of creating even more superior creatures. As a result a group of sadhakas named arvaksrota came into being. These sadhakas were humans who possessed rajo guna. The fifth creation of anugraha was itself sub-divided into four parts- viparyaya, siddhi, shanti and shrishti. The sixth creation was of those special people who had the knowledge of past and present events. These people had wives, enjoyed life in a balanced way but were of evil nature. These people were known as bhutadik.' 'the first creation was related with the manifestation of lord brahma himself. This great creation was known as the maha shrishti. The second creation related with the part of brahma is called bhutsarga. The third creation is called prakrit and which consists of creatures possessing intelligence and flawed sensual perceptions. The fourth creation consists of the sthawars who are unable to move (e.g. Vegetation). The fifth creation consists of four-footed animals. The sixth creation consists of the deities whereas the seventh creation that of human beings which originates from arvaksrota. The eighth creation is known as anugraha. The ninth creation of brahmaji is known as prakrit (natural) and vikari (flawed). These are the nine types of creation of brahma. The root causes of this universe are prakrit and vikari.'  

Creation of the deities  

Kraustuki then asked markandeya about the origin of the deities. Markandeya replied- 'with the objective of creating the deities, demons, ancestors and human beings, brahma abandoned the part of his physical body in the ocean. The demons originated from the thighs of his abandoned body. Lord brahma blessed the demons with physical bodies, which were taamasik in nature. This part of brahma's body became famous as ratri (night). After that brahma created the deities from his mouth with the help of satva guna. The deities were given pure bodies. This part of brahma's body which was saatvik (pure) in nature became famous as day.' 'after this, brahma acquired another physical body and created the ancestors. After creating the ancestors, he abandoned his body, which transformed itself in the evening. Brahmaji then acquired another body, which was affluent of rajas qualities and thus was created human being. He again abandoned his body and from it was created jyotsna- the transition period of day and night.' 'jyotsna, evening and day contain the quality of satva in themselves. Night has the quality of taamas in itself. The deities, demons and human beings are most powerful during the day, night and jyotsna period respectively. The ancestors are most powerful and invincible during the evening time.' 'brahma then created creatures who had moustaches and beard on their face. Some creatures among them started attacking the others. Those who were being attacked and pleaded 'save us' were called the rakshasas (demons). The attackers who thundered 'we would devour you up' were known as yakshas (celestial beings). 'Brahma was very displeased by their tantrums. Some of his hair fell down on earth and thus were created the snakes. The flesh-eating ganas were next to be created. These ganas were extremely volatile in nature. After that, brahma created the gandharvas.' 'this way after having created these eight types of divine creation, brahma created all the animals and birds from his body. He created the goat from his mouth, lamb from his heart, and cow from his stomach and back, animals like horse, elephant, donkey, rabbit, deer, camel and mule were created by brahma from both his legs. Variety of vegetation and medicinal plants were created from the hair of his body.' 'brahma then created the following things from the first of his four mouths- gayatri, tri- rik, tri- vrit, saam, rathantar and agnishtom. From his mouth facing south, he created yajuh, traishtumchhand, panchadasha-stom, vrihatsaam and uktha. From his mouth facing west, he created shaam, jagatichhand, panchadasha-stom, vairoop and atiraatra. From his mouth facing north, he created twenty-one atharva, aaptoryaam, aanushtubha and vairaaj.' 'in the beginning of kalpa, brahma created the natural things like lightning, vajra, cloud, rainbow and birds. After that he created the deities etc. He then created stable things like mountains, living creatures that could move, demons, birds, animals and snakes etc. All these living creatures take birth and re-births, reap the fruits of the past karmas done in their previous life. This is the way brahma had done creation at the end of the dissolution period.'  

Copulative creations 

Markandeya says- brahma created one thousand couples from his mouth in the beginning of creation. These couples were radiant and possessed virtuous qualities (saatvik). Once again, brahmaji created one thousand couples from his chest but this time they possessed the quality of rajas. This phenomenon was repeated for the second time and once again one thousand couples manifested themselves from his chest. These couples were both rajas as well as taamasik by nature. At last brahma created one thousand more couples from both his legs. These couples were completely taamasik by nature. The couples started copulating and this process has been continuing since then.' 'brahma now became worried as to how to accommodate such a large number of people. Initially, these people used to roam about every where, as there were no permanent residences to accomodate them. At the arrival of treta yuga, they developed attachment and started living in houses. Subsequently they started living in various types of abodes- pura, village, dronimukha, shakhanagar, kharvatak, drami, gram and sanghosh etc.'  

Descendants of duhsah  

Markandeya says- 'nirmashti, the wife of duhsah was the daughter of yama. Altogether sixteen children were born to duhsah and nirmashti. Out of them eight were sons and the remaining eight were daughters. The name of the sons were- dantakrishti, tathokti, parivarta, angadhruka, shakuni, ganda, pranrati, garbhaha and sasyaha while the names of the daughters were niyojika, virodhini, swayamaharini, bhramani, rituharika, smritihara, beejhara and vidveshini. Dantakrishti causes the teeth of the child to make a grinding sound. Tathokti is commonly used while men are conversing by saying, 'so be it' (tathastu). Parivarta becomes happy by establishing an alien foetus in the womb of women. Angadhruka causes the organs of human beings to throb and enables him to express the emotions of joy and sorrow. Shakuni resides in the bodies of birds like crow and animals like dog or fox.' 'ganda destroys all the virtues. Garbhaha destroys the foetus in the womb of a woman while sasyaha destroys all kinds of wealth.' 'among the daughters, niyojika encourages a man to have illicit relationship and also to steal the wealth of others. Virodhini causes differences between husband and wife and also among the family members. Swayamaharini destroys the prosperity of a man. Bhramani causes restlessness and anger in the heart of a man living at one place for a long time. Rituharika destroys the menstrual cycle of women. Smritiharika causes loss of memory. Beejhara destroys the sexual powers of a man and woman. Dweshini causes jealousy in the heart of a man and woman. Altogether 38 children were born to all the 16 children of duhsah and nirmashti. All of them were wicked and caused miseries to people.'  

The creation of rudras the various manavantars swayambhuva manavantar  

Markandeya says- 'swayambhuva manu had ten sons. He had divided the whole earth into seven continents. In the beginning of treta yuga, the sons of priyavrata had done the same. Prajavati- the daughter of kardam prajapati had ten sons and two daughters from priyavrata. Names of these ten sons were- agnighna, medhatithi, vayushmaan, jyotishmaan, dyutimaan, bhatya, savan, medha, agnibaahu and mitra. Among all these ten sons, the last three never ruled any kingdom. The remaining seven sons were made the rulers of all the seven continents by priyavrata. Agnighna was made the ruler of jambudweep, medhatithi that of plakshdweep. Vayushmaan was given shaalmalidweep whereas jyotishmaan was made the ruler of kushdweep. Similarly, dyutimaan was given kraunchdweep to rule while bhatya was given shaakdweep. The seventh son, savan was made the ruler of pushkardweep. Savan had two sons- medhaavi and dhaataki. Savan sub-divided the pushkardweep into two parts and each part was given to each of the sons. Bhatya had seven sons- jalad, kumar, sukumar, marnaavak, kushottar, medhaavi and mahadrum. Bhatya too sub-divided the shaakdweep into seven parts and distributed them among all his sons. Similarly, dyutimaan too had seven sons to whom were distributed his kingdom kraunchdweep after sub-dividing it into seven parts. Jyotishmaan, vayushmaan and medhatithi made their respective sons the rulers after giving them kingdoms. Agnighna was the ruler of jambudweep. He had nine sons. His kingdom was equally distributed among all of them. Naabhi- the son of agnighna was the father of rishabh. Bharat was the son of rishabh. Bharat was given the southern part of rishabh's kingdom. Our country is named after bharat.'  

The origin of ganga  

Markandeya says- 'river ganga originates from a place named dhruvaadhar. This particular place is related with narayana. River ganga, then falls on the sumeru mountain and gets distributed into four main streams. One of these streams flows towards chaitrartha forest. The name of this particular stream is sita. The same sita ganga enters into the varunoda reservoir and from there, it moves towards the ocean and again changes its course to get submerge into that stream of ganga, which has fallen on the gandhmaadan mountain and which is known as alaknanda. Alaknanda after submerging into mansarovar subsequently entered the mahadri himalaya where lord shankar held her in his locks of hair. He released river ganga only at the request of sage bhagirath. After being released, river ganga got sub-divided into seven streams and ultimately, all those seven streams submerged into the ocean. The stream of ganga which originates from the west of sumeru mountain is known as suchakshu. This stream gets submerged in the ocean towards the south, after passing through many mountains. The fourth stream reaches savita forest after passing through two mountains- suparshu and meru. This particular stream is famously known as bhadrasoma. Bhadrasoma ganga ultimately gets submerged into the ocean after passing through mountains like shankhkoot and vrishabh etc.  

The description of bhaaratvarsha  

Kraustuki asked markandeya- 'o lord! Please describe about bharatvarsha.' markandeya replied- 'bharatvarsha is surrounded by oceans on all its three sides. People living towards the east of bharatvarsha are known as kiraat while people living towards the west are called yavan. The central part of bharatvarsha is inhabited by all the four castes- brahmin, kshatriya, vaishya and shudra. The seven mountains are situated in the central part of bharatvarsha. They are mahendra, malaya, sahaya, shaktimaan, riksh, vindhya and pariyatra. There are thousands of hills situated in the vicinity of these seven mountains. The central part of bharatvarsha is sub-divided into janpadas. The residents of these janpadas are known as mlechha and arya. All the major rivers of bharatvarsha like ganga, saraswati, sindhu, chandrabhaaga, yamuna, shatadru, vitastaa, irawati, gomti, vipaasha and gandki etc. Originate from the mountains situated in the central parts. The names of the prominent janpadas situated in the central part of bharatvarsha are matsya, ashwakoot, kulya, kuntal, kashi, koshal, arbuda, kalinga, malak, vrik etc. River godavari flows towards the north of sahya mountain. A city named govardhan is situated near this mountain. Some other prominent places situated in the vicinity of this mountain are bahalik, vaataghaan, aamir and kaaltoyak. Kshatriya, vaishya and shudras live in the following states- shudra, pahalav, charmakhandika, gandhaar, yavan, sindhu, sauveer, bhadrak, shatadruj, paarad and kekaya. The following states are situated in the north of bharatvarsha- taamas, hansmarg, kashmir, shulik, kuhak, urna, darva etc. States like abhrarak, mudgarak, antagiri, plawang, mal, daamal, vartik, uttarbrahma, praagjyotish, madra, videha, tamraliptak, malla and magadh are situated in the east of bharatvarsha. States situated in the south of bharatvarsha are paandya, kerala, chola, maharashtra, maahishik, kalinga and aamir. These are the janpadas where shabar live.' 'janpadas situated in the west of bharatvarsha are suryarak, kaalibala, durg, kaha, pulind, toshal and koshal etc. Bharatvarsha is the only country in the whole world where all the four yugas- satya, treta, dwapar, and kali occur in a cyclic way. Bharatvarsha is the root of all forms of divinity where deities reside and almighty god takes incarnation.'  

Shri hari in the form of tortoise  

Kraustuki asked markandeya- 'o lord! How does shri hari live in the form of a tortoise?' markandeya replied- 'shri hari in the form of a tortoise sits facing east. States situated in the central portion of his body are vedi, madra, maandavya, shaalva, khaasa, saraswat, matsya etc. States which are situated in the mouth of the tortoise are vrishadhwaj, anjan, kasha, magadh, praagjyotish, mithila, koshal etc. In the right foot of the tortoise are situated states like kalinga, banga etc. Vindhya mountain is also situated in the right foot. States which are situated in the tail of the tortoise are manimegha, kshuradri, khanj, konkan, panchmad, vaman, sharkar, chulik, ashwakesha etc. Mandakya, chandarwar, ashwa, kaland, ghor, ghuratwadi are the states that are situated in the left foot of the tortoise. Janpadas like kailash, himalaya, kraunch, kaikaya, takshashila, gandhar, kharas, yaudheya and rajanya etc. Are situated in the left side of the tortoise's abdomen.' narayana in the form of tortoise is that inconceivable soul in which reside all the lords of deities and constellations.  

The descriptions of bhadraashva  

Markandeya says- 'bhadraashva varsh is situated towards the east of the great mountain devakut. Five more mountains are situated within its area- kauranj, shwetaparna, neela, shaiwaal and parnashaalagra. Bhadraashva consists of thousands of janpadas. Numerous rivers like sita, shankhavali, bhadra and chakravarta flows there. People living in bhadraashva varsh are full of radiance and they live for 1000 years. Narayana dwells in bhadraashva in his incarnation of hayagreev.' 'now i am going to tell about ketumaal varsh which has seven mountains within its area- vishaal, kambal, krishna, jayant, hariparvat, vishoka, and vardhamaan. There are thousands of smaller hills apart from these seven major mountains where people live. The names of the rivers flowing at ketumaal varsh are vankshuyama, swakambha, amogha, kamini, shyama etc. Narayana dwells in ketumaal varsh in his incarnation of a boar (varaha).' 'now listen about uttarkurudesha. There are thousands of trees, which are fruit laden in all the seasons. Apparels are made from the bark of the trees and ornaments from its fruits. After being degraded, the residents of devaloka take birth here. Uttarkuru has two mountains- chandrakant and suryakant. The river- bhadrasoma flows between these two mountains. Narayana in his incarnation of matsya (fish) lives at uttarkuru. Chandradweep and bhadradweep are the two famous islands situated at uttarkuru.'  

The description of kimpurush varsh 

Markandeya says- 'the people residing in kimpurush varsh enjoy a long life. They live for 10,000 years. They are never bothered by any kind of disease or sorrow. Just behind kimpurush varsh is situated hari varsh. The residents of hari varsh enjoy an eternally youthful life because of the sugarcane juice they intake. Meru varsh, which is situated near hari varsh, is also known as ilavrit. It is devoid of the light of the sun but gets sufficient light from the radiant sumeru mountain. It is so bright that even the sun gets overshadowed. People living in meru varsh enjoy a very long life for 30,000 years. Similarly people living in ramyak varsh sustain themselves by drinking fruit juice. They live for 10,000 years. Hiranyamay varsh is situated towards the north of ramyak varsh where the river hiranvati flows. The residents of hiranyamay are powerful, rich and handsome in appearance.  

The beginning of swarochish manavantar conversation between the brahmin and varudhini  

Kraustuki asked markandeya- 'o great sage! Now tell me something about swarochish manavantar?' markandeya replied- 'once upon a time, there lived a brahmin at the bank of river varuna. One day, a guest arrived at his place. The brahmin treated his guest with due respect. After formal introduction, the brahmin became aware that his guest was not an ordinary person. He had travelled around the world with the help of some special mantras he knew and medicinal herbs, which he had in his possession. The brahmin was quite impressed. He too wanted to see the whole earth. He requested his guest to give the mantra and the medicinal herb so that he could travel around the world just like him. The guest applied some medicinal solution on his legs. After this the brahmin went to see the himalaya mountain. While wandering there, the solution, which had been applied on his legs, got washed away. As a result, he now became immobile. He started looking all around himself. He found numerous apsaras entertaining the kinnars, gandharvas and deities. The brahmin was very much pleased to see the happy atmosphere prevailing all around himalaya. He thought of going back to his place but was unsuccessful, as the medicinal solution had been washed. He became very sad. An apsara by the name of varudhini saw him in a miserable condition. She became infatuated by him. When she went near him, he asked- 'who are you? Who is your husband? What are you doing here?' after this, he narrated his own story and said- 'i had come from aruna nagar to see the himalaya. But i am unable to return home as the medicinal solution, which was applied on my legs has been washed. Varudhini told the brahmin that she was an apsara. She also expressed her deep love towards the brahmin. She requested the brahmin to stay there and not to go back home. She assured him if he did, as per her instructions then he would enjoy an eternal youth. He would never become old. Varudhini forcibly tried to embrace the brahmin. This made the brahmin very angry. He said- 'varudhini! The sacred scriptures prohibit a brahmin from indulging in sensual pleasures because it gives sorrow not only in this world but also after his death.' but varudhini was not satisfied by his answers. She threatened to give up her life if the brahmin did not marry her. The brahmin did not agree. The brahmin purified himself by performing aachaman and began worshipping agni. He said- 'o agni! You are the root cause of all karmas. The deities bless us with rain only after you are pleased. O agni! I need your blessings. I want to go back home.'  

Varudhini's modesty breached  

Markandeya says- 'agni became pleased by the brahmin's devotion. Agni entered into his body. The brahmin's body illuminated due to agni's radiance. When varudhini saw this, she was fascinated by the brahmin's appearance. The brahmin proceeded towards his home. Feeling helpless, varudhini cursed her fate.' varudhini had once insulted a gandharva named kali sometime in the past. Chancing upon the opportunity, kali went to varudhini take his revenge. He had disguised himself as a brahmin. When she saw him, she said- 'i need your protection if you heed to my request then you will certainly attain virtuosity. Kali did not want her to know about his real identity, so he replied- 'if you really want my protection, then you must have your eyes closed while having copulation.' varudhini agreed.  

His marriage with manorama  

In due course of time, varudhini became pregnant. She gave birth to a child who was named swarochi. The child was extra-ordinary. In a very short time, he became proficient in all the scriptures. One day, young swarochi saw a terrified girl near the mandaar mountain. When the girl saw swarochi, she pleaded for help. Swarochi assured her and asked about her identity. She said- 'my name is manorama. Once i had made fun of a sage who was doing penance near the kailash mountain. At that time, two of my companions- vibhaavari and kalavati were also present with me. The sage cursed all three of us. Vibhaavari and kalavati got inflicted with leprosy and tuberculosis due to his curse. Even i was not spared. I am being chased by a ferocious demon since then. I need your protection from that demon. I am giving you this very powerful weapon with which you can successfully kill the demon.' swarochi took the weapon. During the conversation between swarochi and manorama, a demon arrived just then. The demon wanted to devour manorama. Swarochi was confused, as he did not want the sage's curse to go futile. He allowed the demon to get hold of manorama, who then started wailing. Hearing her wail, swarochi thought of killing the demon. Becoming afraid, the demon released manorama from his clutches and pleaded swarochi to spare his life. He then narrated his own story. He said- 'you have rescued me from sage brahmamitra's curse. Actually, my name is indivaraaksha. I had requested brahmamitra to teach him the nuances of ayurveda, which he refused. I decided to learn ayurveda while sage brahmamitra taught his disciples by hiding myself. One day, the sage came to know of this. He cursed me to become a demon. I begged for his forgiveness. He said- 'whatever i have said will definitely come true. You will certainly become a demon. After becoming a demon, you will try to devour your own daughter but would regain your original form of gandharva due to the touch of astraanal weapon with which you would be attacked. O great soul! Since you have liberated me from the curse, therefore, i hand over this girl to you. Accept her as your wife. I will also bestow the knowledge of ayurveda, which i had learnt from sage brahmamitra.' manorama requested swarochi to cure her companions from the diseases they were suffering from. Swarochi assured manorama that he would certainly cure her companions with the help of ayurveda, which the demon had taught him. Both swarochi and manorama got married. Swarochi then went to her companions and cured them from their diseases.  

Swarochi's other marriages  

Markandeya says- 'after getting cured from their respective diseases, both the companions of manorama expressed their gratitude to swarochi. Swarochi married both vibhaavari as well as kalavati. To show her gratitude, vibhaavari taught swarochi, a special art that helped him to understand the language of all the living creatures. Kalavati on the other hand while narrating her tale, said- 'a demon named ali had asked my hand in marriage from my father but my father refused. The demon got angry and killed my father. I wanted to commit suicide but sati; the wife of shambhu prevented me from doing so by saying- ' you would be fortunate to become a wife of great soul swarochi.'  

Swarochi's reproachment 

Markandeya says- after getting married, swarochi started living happily along with all his three wives at malaya mountain. One day, impressed by the mutual love, swarochi and his wives had for each other, a female ruddy goose told another one- 'very rarely are found such couples who have love for each other.' but the other female ruddy goose did not agree. She replied- 'you are wrong. Swarochi is not a blessed man. Actually, he deceives all of his three wives. Even his love for all the three wives is varied. When one wife is desirous of his love, he embraces the other wife. So where is the question of having mutual love for one another? In comparison, my husband and i are blessed because we have mutual love and respect for each other.' swarochi, who was listening to their conversation, realised how true the ruddy goose was. But still, he did not change his ways and continued to live with his wives for 100 years. One day while wandering, swarochi saw a deer surrounded by a herd of doe. One of the doe on having a desire to copulate with the deer started sniffing him in anticipation. But the deer became angry and said- 'do you think i am as shameless as swarochi? A man, who is sought by numerous beauties, his condition becomes laughable. Not only does the daily routine of such a man gets disturbed, but also his behaviour is never fair towards his wives.'  

The origin of swarochish manu 

Markandeya says- 'swarochi became very sad after hearing the deer's utterances. He realised how lowly and mean he had become. He decided to renounce life after abandoning his wives. But this did not happen because as soon as he met them, he forgot everything about renunciation. He continued to live with his wives. In due course of time, swarochi begot three sons- vijay, merunand and prabhaav. Swarochi ordered the construction of three cities for his sons, which he donated to each of them. The city situated towards the east was given to vijay while the city situated towards the north named nandvati was given to merunand. The city named taal, which was situated in the south, was given to prabhaav. Swarochi then lived happily with his wives. One day, swarochi had gone for hunting. He saw a wild boar and adjusted his arrow on the bowstring to kill it. Just then, a doe arrived and requested him to kill her instead of killing that boar. She said- 'kill me with your arrow so that i get liberated from my sorrows. I don't want to live because i have become infatuated with such a 'person' whose heart lies somewhere else. My aspirations remain unfulfilled. So death is my only refuge.' swarochi was very much amazed. He asked- 'who is that fellow?' the doe replied- 'it is nobody than you.' swarochi was puzzled, 'how can this be? I am a man whereas you are an animal.' the doe then requested swarochi to embrace her, which swarochi agreed to do. As soon as swarochi embraced that doe, she got transformed into a beautiful lady. Swarochi was very much astonished but the doe said that- 'don't get puzzled. I am the presiding deity of this forest. I have come to seek your help on the request of the deities. It is your duty to help me in giving birth to a son named manu. Swarochi married her and in course of time, she gave birth to a son. The whole atmosphere became joyous and happy at the birth of that child. Gandharvas started singing songs and the apsaras danced. The deities showered flowers from heaven. The child was so radiant that all the four directions became illuminated by his brilliance. Swarochi named this child as dyutimaan. This child was later on also known as swarochish, the son of swarochi. One day, while wandering, swarochi saw a swan who was telling his wife- 'now, we have become old, so what is the use of remaining attached to each other. Its time, we must seriously start thinking of renouncing life.' but his wife said- 'this world is meant for enjoying sensual pleasures. Even the brahmins perform yagyas with that purpose in their mind. All the virtuous people indulge in virtuous activities with the sole desire of experiencing the pleasures of life. How come the idea of renunciation has entered your mind?' the swan replied- 'one who is not attracted towards sensual pleasures is totally devoted to god. One who is attached by worldly matters can never reach god. Have you not seen the state of swarochi? How can he be liberated from the sorrows of the world if he is not even willing to shun the attachments? I am not like swarochi. I know that after enjoying a fully satisfied life, this is the time to renounce everything.' after hearing this, swarochi was very much ashamed of himself. He decided to do penance. His wives also accompanied him. All of them ultimately went to heaven by the virtue of their penance.  

Swarochish manavantar  

Markandeya says- 'during this swarochish manavantar, indra was famously known as vipaschit. The other deities were known as paaraavat and tushit. The names of the saptarishis who lived during this manavantar were urja, stamb, pran, dutt, ali, rishabh, nischar and arvaveera. Swarochish manu had seven sons who were very mighty and brave. Chaitra and kimpurush were two of them. The descendants of swarochish ruled the earth till the end of this manavantar. Kraustuki asked- 'o lord! Tell me about the treasures of this world.' markandeya replied- 'goddess lakshmi is the presiding deity of learning (vidya) called padmini. After getting perfection in this vidya, a man becomes the master of eight types of treasures- padma, mahapadma, makar, kacchupp, mukunda, nandak, neel and shankh. The treasure called padma is pure in nature. A man who becomes the master of this treasure mainly deals in things like gold and silver etc. Not only he, but also his descendants derive benefits from this particular treasure. A person who is the master of mahapadma deals in things like pearls, corals etc. This particular treasure does not abandon a man till his seventh generation. The treasure called makar is taamasik in nature. A man who is the master of this particular treasure is basically taamasik by nature. Such a man has mastery in handling over various weapons like swords, bows and arrows etc. This particular wealth remains with a man only for one generation. The treasure called kacchupp is also taamasik in nature. A master of this particular treasure enjoys all the pleasure of this world and he does not trust any person easily. This treasure also remains with a man only for one generation. The treasure called mukunda comprises of rajas quality. A master of this treasure becomes proficient in four types of musical instruments like veena, venu, mridang etc. Such a man earns lot of money by exhibiting his art. The treasure called nandak is a combination of rajas and taamas qualities. A man who gets influences by this treasure becomes immobile. Such a man deals in things like metals, jewels, cereals etc. The master of this treasure is very benevolent and kind hearted. This particular treasure remains with a man till the seventh generation. The treasure called neel is also a combination of rajas and satva qualities. A master of this treasure deals in things like clothes, cotton, pearls, fruits, flowers and things made from wood. This particular treasure remains with a man till three generations. A possessor of this treasure is a great social worker and constructs bridge, ponds etc. The treasure called shankh comprises of rajas and taamas qualities. Only one person can master this particular treasure. Such a man enjoys good food and is fond of wearing expensive clothes. Normally, this type of man does not give shelter to other people and is constantly thinking of his own betterment. '  

King uttam abandons his wife  

Kraustuki says- 'o lord! Now tell me about the auttam manavantar.' markandeya replied- 'uttanpada and suruchi had a son named uttam. Uttam was married to bahula. Bahula did not love uttam and always showed disrespect towards him. One day, while both of them were sitting in the court, watching the proceedings, uttam offered a betel leaf to bahula which she refused, king uttam felt dishonoured. He ordered his attendant to abandon the queen in the forest. Bahula too was very happy, thinking that now she will not have to be in the company of uttam. This way, bahula was taken to the forest. One day, a sad brahmin came to uttam and said- 'o king! Somebody has abducted my wife. I need your help in finding out my lost wife. Uttam asked the brahmin about the nature, physical construction and about the age of his wife. The brahmin revealed all the facts related with his wife. The king was not impressed. The facts, which the brahmin had furnished, went to prove that his wife was not a chaste lady. The king expressed his view about his wife in so many words. He said- 'what is the use of having such a wicked wife? Forget about her. I will give you another one with all the good qualities.' the brahmin replied- 'o king! It is one's duty to protect one's wife no matter how wicked she may be. By protecting your wife, your children also get protected. A man who does not protect his wife, has a son of hybrid class. His ancestors are degraded from the heaven because of such type of sons. I am not able to perform my religious obligations because of the absence of my wife. O king! Please help me.' while searching the brahmin's wife, king uttam saw a sage at a secluded place. When the sage saw king uttam, he wanted to offer some ardhya (some type of offering) to him, which his disciples prohibited him from doing. Then, the sage changed his mind and offered his seat to the king. The king asked about the reason why he changed his mind of offering the ardhya. The sage replied- 'though you are the descendant of swayambhu manu, but since you have committed a grave sin by abandoning your wife, i decided that you are not fit to be offered the ardhya. No matter how mean your wife is, it is your duty to protect her at all costs.' king uttam was very ashamed of himself. He asked the sage about the whereabouts of the brahmin's wife. The sage replied- 'his wife has been abducted by the demon, balaak- the son of adri. He has kept her in the forest called utpalaavat. Go and help the brahmin to meet his wife so that he doesn't commit a grave sin like you.  

Brahmin's wife returns home  

Markandeya says- 'when king uttam reached utpalaavat forest, he saw a woman eating a shriphal fruit. The king asked that woman whether she was the wife of that brahmin- susharma. The woman replied in the affirmative and said- 'the demon abducted me while i was sleeping. Since that day, he has kept me here. I am very afraid of that demon.' the king then asked the woman about the demon's whereabouts. The woman pointed towards the direction of the demon's path. The king went in that direction. When the demon saw the king approaching him, he bowed down in reverence and said- 'o king! What can i do for you?' the king asked- 'why have you abducted the wife of this brahmin.' the demon replied- 'i am not the demon who devours human beings. I devour their 'flaws'. I have many beautiful wives. So where is the need of aspiring for another woman? Actually, the brahmin is a very learned man and has mastered the mantras. By chanting rakshodna mantras during oblations, he has increased my hunger by making incantations. Therefore, i have abducted his wife to prevent him from accomplishing any yagya.' the king became very sad. He thought- 'what a grave sin i have committed by abandoning my wife! Earlier, that sage too did not find me fit for giving ardhya. Now, this demon is also aware of the importance of one's wife in religious ceremonies. How cruel i have been to my wife.' the demon told the king- 'o king! What should i do for you?' the king replied- 'devour the flaws of this woman so that she becomes humble. After that, carry her back home. The demon acted as per the instructions of king uttam. As a result, the brahmin's wife became very humble. She said to the king- 'it seems, there is no fault of this demon. Perhaps, i must have caused separation between a husband and wife, in my previous life and for that very reason, i was forced to suffer this separation with my husband in this present life. The demon said- 'o king! What else do you want from me? The king said- 'you must be present before me whenever i remember you.' the demon agreed. He carried the brahmin's wife to her home.  

The sage and king uttam  

Markandeya says- 'king uttam wondered as to what should he do to get liberated from the sins of abandoning his wife. He requested the sage to help him in this regard. The sage informed the king that his wife was living at ranatal. The king of the serpents- kapotak is looking after her. Kapotak has a daughter named nanda. Being concerned about her mother's future, nanda had hidden your wife. The sage became very furious and cursed her. As a result, she became dumb. Uttam, your wife was always a chaste woman. It was only due to evil influences of the planets that she was not paying adequate attention to you. Now, you should go and take her back to your home. Uttam returned back to his palace.'  

The birth of auttam manu  

Markandeya says- 'uttam met the brahmin and told him that now as he had reunited with his wife, it was now his turn to help him (king) to re-unite with his wife. The brahmin assured uttam that he would perform a yagya named mitravinda, which would help him to achieve his goal. He requested uttam to bring his wife so that the yagya could be performed. Uttam remembered nisachar, a demon and requested him to bring his wife. Nisachar went to pataal loka and brought his wife. The queen was very happy to see her husband once again. She requested him to cure nanda who had become dumb for no fault of hers. Saraswat japa was chanted to cure nanda. When nanda regained her voice, she came to the oblation site and after embracing the queen, blessed her by saying that she would become a proud mother of a very famous son named manu. After that, she went back to pataal loka. In due course of time, the queen gave birth to a son who was named auttam by the sages. '  

Auttam manavantar  

Markandeya says- 'o sage! The following ganas who reigned during auttam manavantar are very famous. They are the first gana- swadhama. The second gana- satya was related with the deities. The third gana was shiva, the fourth was named pratardan and the fifth gana was vashvarti. Each of the ganas are the master of twelve deities. Indra by the name of sushaanti rules all the three worlds by the virtue of accomplishing one hundred ashwamedha yagyas. He along with shiva and satya etc. Bestows peace to the world. The descendants of auttam ruled the whole earth for the full period of auttam manavantar. The saptarishis during this auttam manavantar were the sons of sage mahatapa. The description of this third manavantar is now complete. Now i am going to tell you about the fourth manavantar, which is also known as taamas manavantar.  

' taamas manavantar  

Markandeya says- 'there used to live a king named swarashtra. The deity surya had blessed him with a long life. The king had one hundred wives, but they were not as lucky as he was as far as enjoying a long life was concerned. One by one, all of them died. A king from the neighbouring state named vimard defeated him in a battle. After being defeated, swarashtra went at the bank of river vitastaa and started doing penance. One day, it rained heavily and the king was swept by the ferocious current. The drowning king saw a doe and held her tail to save his life. The doe told the king that she was aware about the lust of the king. She also told her that her pregnancy was causing hindrance in making love. The king was amazed. He asked as to how she could speak like a human being despite of being an animal. The doe replied that she was his most beloved queen mahishi in her previous life. She had killed a pair of deer while they were making love. The doe had died but the deer survived. He had cursed her to become a doe in her next life. The deer also revealed to the queen that she would give birth to the mighty lola. The same lola would later on become famous as manu after defeating his father's enemies. The king was very pleased at this. In due course of time, the doe gave birth to a son after which she went to the heaven. The sages named the son taamas. When taamas became young, he did penance to please surya. Surya gave him many weapons by the help of which taamas was able to defeat all his enemies. He brought all the enemies in front of his father but swarashtra forgave everybody. He gave his kingdom to taamas. Markandeya says- 'taamas ruled over the whole earth. Four types of deities were famous during this manavantar- satya gana, sudhi gana, surup gana and hari gana. Indra was known as shikhi during this manavantar. The names of these saptarishis who lived during this manavantar were jyotirdharma, prithu, kaavya, chaitra, agni, balak and peevar. The sons of taamas manu were very mighty. Their names were nar, kshanti, shant, daant, jahnu and jangha etc.  

Raivat manavantar  

Markandeya says- 'now i am going to tell you about raivat manu. His father was ritvaak. Raivat was born in revati nakshatra. Later on, he became infamous for his loose character. His father was very worried about him. Ritvaak asked sage garg as to how such a mean child had been born to him. Sage garg replied- 'the negative qualities of your son is due to his birth in revati nakshatra. Ritvaak became very furious with revati nakshatra and cursed it as a result of which, revati nakshatra fell down on kumud mountain. All the four directions became illuminated and a reservoir was created. A girl manifested from that reservoir. A sage named pramuchi brought that girl to his hermitage and named her as revati. When the girl became young, the sage was very worried about her marriage. One day, hutaashan revealed to him that she would get married to durgam, the eldest son of swayambhu manu. One day durgam arrived at pramuchi's hermitage. He saw revati and asked her- 'o beautiful lady! Can you tell me where sage pramuchi is? I have come here to pay my obeisance to him. At that time, sage pramuchi was busy performing his yagya. Hearing his voice, he came out. Seeing durgam at his hermitage, he instructed his disciple, gautam to bring ardhya for him. The sage said- 'durgam is not only a king but also my son-in-law.' durgam was very surprised at what sage pramuchi had said. He asked sage pramuchi as to how could he be his son-in-law and who was his wife? The sage replied- 'your wife is none other than the girl whom you met sometime earlier. Her name is revati. Then the sage narrated the whole story how sage garg had prophesised about revati's marriage with durgam.' durgam started contemplating on this peculiar situation. Sage pramuchi started to make arrangements for the marriage. When revati saw the arrangements being made for her marriage, she requested him to get her married in revati nakshatra. Sage pramuchi revealed to her that this particular nakshatra did not exist in the sky any more. Revati then requested him to establish this nakshatra in the sky. Sage pramuchi re-established revati nakshatra in the sky by the help of his divine powers. Thus, revati and durgam got married. After getting married, durgam requested the sage to bless him with a mighty son. Sage pramuchi blessed him. After sometime, revati gave birth to raivat manu. Raivat manu was proficient in all the scriptures. The chief ganas of raivat manavantar were sumedha, bhupati, vaikunth and amitabhaichar. There were fourteen deities present in each of the ganas. The presiding deity of these deities was indra by the name of vibhu. The saptarishis present during this manavantar were hiranyaroma, vedshri, urdhvabaahu, vedbaahu, sudhaama, mahamuni, paryanya and vashishta. Raivat manu had four sons- balabandhu, mahaveerya, suyastanya and satyak.  

Chakshush manavantar  

Chaakshush had manifested from the eye (chakshu) of lord brahma in his previous birth. For this reason, he was known as chaakshush. Chaakshush was born to anmitra and giribhadra. After taking birth, he was abducted by jaathaarini and exchanged with the son of king vikrant who was sleeping besides his mother. Being unaware of this event, vikrant considered him as his own son and named him as anand. When anand grew up, once, his guru instructed him to make salutations to his mother. Anand replied- "to whom should i make salutations? The one who has given birth to me or to the one who has brought me up and nurtured me? The guru was surprised by his reply. He said- "o son! Haimini, the wife of vikrant has given birth to you and so, she is your mother. But anand replied back- "this woman is not my mother. I have taken birth from somebody else's womb. This woman is the mother of chaitra. I am the son of anmitra and giribhadra. Jaathaarini had abducted me and brought me here. She had also carried chaitra to punarva's place and kept him over there. Jaathaarini had devoured the son of punarva. Now tell me, who is my mother and to whom should i make salutations?" the guru became confused, so were the king and the queen. Anand went to the forest and started doing penance. Prajapati became pleased by his tremendous penance and appeared before him. He said- "o son! What makes you undertake such a severe penance? Anand replied- "o lord! I am doing this penance with the purpose of becoming free from all the bondage of my karma and to purify myself. Brahmaji said- "only the mortal men are fit to become liberated because they are bound by their karmas but you being a virtuous person are not bound by your karmas. With my blessings, you would become the sixth manu. There is no need for you to do penance. Lord brahma named him as chaakshush. Later on, he became famous as chaakshush manu. When chaakshush manu attained marriageable age, he married vidarbha, the daughter of ugra. Markandeya says- "aapya was the most prominent gana of chaakshush manavantar. He was the master of eight deities. The second gana was called prasoot. He too was the master of eight deities. Similarly, there were two more ganas- bhatyakhya and uthaga. Each of them was the master of eight deities. The presiding deity of these deities was indra by the name of manojav. The saptarishis present during this manavantar were sumedha, viraja, havishmaan, unnat, madhu, ati and sahishnu. Chaakshush had many mighty sons like uru, kuru, and shatadryumna etc. Now i am going to tell you about the seventh manu who was called vaivasvat."  

Vaivasvat manavantar the birth of ashwini kumars and revant  

Markandeya says- 'the manu of vaivasvat manavantar was famously known as vaivasvat as he was the son of vivasvaan (surya). Surya was married to sangya- the daughter of vishwakarma. Although, she had borne two sons (vaivasvat and yama) and a daughter (yami) from surya, yet the radiance of surya was too much for her to bear. So, one day, she created a shadow identity of herself and requested it to act as if she was the real sangya. She said to the shadow- 'as long as your identity remains unknown, i would not reveal myself.' after this sangya went back to her father's home and ultimately to uttarkuru where she started doing penance in the guise of a mare. Surya on the other hand was not aware of sangya's doings. In due course of time, the shadow of sangya gave birth to many children. Though she loved her own children, she never had the same attitude towards the three sons of sangya. Seeing her discriminatory attitude, yama tried to kick her with his leg. The shadow of sangya became furious. She cursed yama's leg to get severed from his body. Yama became very scared. He went to his father surya accompanied by vaivasvat and yami. He told surya- 'a mother can never curse her own child. So, this woman is certainly not our mother because she has cursed me.' surya called the shadow of sangya and asked about her true identity but sangya's shadow kept mum. Seeing her quiet, surya became very angry and he held her by her hair and was just about to curse her when, out of fear, she revealed the whole story. Surya went to the place of his father-in-law, vishwakarma and asked about sangya. Vishwakarma feigned ignorance. He said- 'she did come but she had returned to your place after staying here for a while.' vishwakarma knew the reason why sangya had abandoned her husband. So, he subdued the radiance of surya.  

The sages of saavarnik manavantar  

Kraustuki says- 'o revered sage! You have already enlightened me by revealing the names of seven different manus of each manavantar. You have also told me about the deities, the kings and the sages who existed during each manavantar. Now, i am curious to know about the seven manus, the deities and the sages of this kalpa.' markandeya says- 'saavarni, the son of sangya's shadow would be the eighth manu. The saptarishis of saavarni manavantar would be rama, vyasa, gaalav, diptimaan, krip, rishyashring and drauni (ashwatthama). The three main categories of deities existing during this manavantar would be sutapa, amitabh and mukhya. Each of them is the master of 20 ganas. Among these, the ganas- prabhakar, prabhas, dathita, dharma, tejah, rashmi and vakratu come under the authority of the deity, sutapa. Similarly, the deity amitabh is the master of the ganas like prabhu, vibhu and vibhaas etc. The deity mukhya is the lord of ganas like dama, daant, rit, soma and vint. All of them are the offspring of sage kashyap. They will become famous as the deities of saavarni manavantar. Bali, the son of virochan would hold the post of indra during this manavantar. Virja, arvaveera, nirmoha, satyavaak, kriti and vishnu will be the sons of saavarni manu.'  

Killing of madhu kaitabha  

Markandeya says- 'king surath was the descendant of chaitra. He was defeated in the battle against king kolvidhvansi. All his wealth was deceitfully taken over by his cunning ministers. King surath fled to the forest to save his life where he met a sage named medha. He stayed with him at his hermitage but after a while, the thought of his lost kingdom began to torment him. One day, while he was roaming near the hermitage, he met a vaishya named samadhi. Samadhi narrated his woeful story as to how his sons had driven him out of his home after taking all his wealth. But inspite of this, his love for them remained intact. Both surath and samadhi went to sage medha and told him that- 'inspite of our miserable condition, we are unable to understand why we still have affection and love for our near and dear ones even though they have cheated us.' sage medha replied- 'o king! Due to the illusions of this world, human beings are deeply influenced by attachments. So, there is nothing to be amazed. Goddess mahamaaya influences the mind of each human being. She does not spare even the most learned one. When she becomes pleased, she bestows liberation.' the king asked- 'who is this mahamaaya? Please tell us about her.' sage medha then told them about mahamaaya- 'o king! Goddess mahamaaya is beyond the reach of origin and destruction. When the whole earth was submerged in water at the end of the kalpa, lord vishnu took refuge of yoganidra. While he was sleeping, two demons, madhu and kaitabh manifested from the wax of his ears. The demons wanted to attack brahma. Lord brahma got scared and sought help from goddess nidra. She manifested from the body of lord vishnu and appeared before lord brahma. Lord vishnu woke up from his sleep. He saw that the demons were trying to kill lord brahma. He fought with both the demons for 5,000 years. Goddess mahamaaya influenced the demons' minds as a result of which, they asked some boons from lord vishnu. Lord vishnu granted the boons to them and said- 'both of you will get killed by me.' the demons said- 'we are ready to get killed on the condition that you kill us only in such a place where there is no water.' as the whole earth was submerged in water, so the demons thought that lord vishnu would not be able to get a base to kill them. But lord vishnu severed their heads after making them sit on his thighs.  

The destruction of mahishasura's army  

Markandeya says- 'during ancient times, the deities and the demons fought a fierce battle which lasted for a hundred years. The deities were defeated in this battle. Mahishasura drove out the deities from heaven and ascended the throne of indra. The defeated deities went to seek the help of lord brahma, vishnu and mahadev. They narrated their woeful tale to all the three deities. Brahma, vishnu and mahadev became furious at the demons' cruelty. A powerful effulgence appeared from the mouth of brahma, vishnu and mahadev. Similar effulgence appeared from the bodies of all the deities. The super effulgence was created from the unison of all these effulgence and a goddess manifested from it. The deities were very pleased. All the deities presented their weapons to the goddess. After this, they hailed her name in a loud voice by chanting- 'victory be to her.' the goddess laughed loudly. Her laughter shook the whole earth violently. When mahishasura heard her laughter, he proceeded towards her accompanied by a huge army. When he reached there, he was amazed at the appearance of the goddess. He attacked her with his army, which boasted of mighty warriors like chaamar, chikshur, udagra, asilom, mahaahanu, vaashkal, parivaarit, vidaal and kaal. These demons had dangerous weapons like tomar, shakti, axe, mace etc. One by one, the goddess destroyed all the demons' weapons and launched an attack on them. The deep exhalations made during the battle resulted into the creation of numerous ganas. These ganas joined the goddess in the battle. Ultimately, the goddess succeeded in killing all the demons. The battlefield was covered by demons' corpses as well as carcasses of elephants and horses. The deities were pleased by the outcome of this battle.  

The deities eulogise goddess bhagwati  

Markandeya says- 'after the killing of mahishasura, all the deities including indra eulogised goddess bhagwati and said- 'we make salutations to her who has manifested herself as a result of the unison of the powers of all the deities, one who is revered by all the deities and the sages. May she bless us. We make salutations to that goddess whose powers are indescribable even by lord brahma, vishnu and mahesh. O goddess! Please nurture the whole world with your love and care. We find ourselves incapable of describing your grandeur and magnificence.' goddess bhagwati became very pleased with their devotion and asked them to demand any boon. But the deities replied- 'o goddess! By killing mahishasura, you have already fulfilled our aspirations. If you really want to bless us, then please appear before us at the time of our need. The goddess blessed them by saying- 'so be it'. Markandeya says- 'now, i am going to tell you how goddess bhagwati protected the deities by killing the demons- shumbh and nishumbh.'  

Goddess parvati and shumbh's messenger  

Markandeya says- 'during ancient times, the demons- shumbh and nishumbh had captured all the three worlds after defeating the deities. The deities went to goddess parvati and eulogised her by saying- 'o goddess! You had promised us that you would come to our help at the time of our need. The time has arrived.' as the deities were busy eulogising goddess parvati, she was preparing to go for her bath. She came near the deities and asked them as to who were they eulogising. Suddenly, a divine entity manifested from her body and answered on behalf of the deities- 'these deities are eulogising me.' this divine entity was none other than goddess shivaa. As shivaa had manifested from the cell (koshika) of parvati's body, she was also known as kaushiki. Kaushiki possessed divine beauty. The demons, chand and mund happened to see her. Both of them went to shumbh and described to him about kaushiki's beauty. Shumbh wanted to marry her. He sent a messenger named sugreev to kaushiki to inform her about his intentions. Sugreev went to kaushiki and said- 'you are so beautiful. You are fit to marry a mighty demon king like shumbh who rules over all the three worlds.' the goddess laughed and said- 'o messenger! I am ready to marry shumbh or nishumbh because i know they are very powerful but there is one problem. As i have taken a vow that i would marry only such a person who defeats me in a battle.' the messenger replied- 'o beautiful lady! How can you fight the mighty shumbh who has defeated even the deities and who is the master of all the three worlds?' sugreev made persistent requests but the goddess refused to go along with him. She instructed him to inform shumbh and nishumbh about her vow.  

Killing of dhumralochan  

Markandeya says- 'sugreev went back to shumbh and narrated the whole story. Shumbh became very furious and instructed dhumralochan to bring her by force. Dhumralochan went to goddess bhagwati accompanied by 60,000 demons. Initially, he requested her to come along with him. He also threatened to take her forcibly if she did not accept her proposal. Goddess bhagwati refused to go along with him. Dhumralochan angrily ran towards her. The goddess made a loud roar as a result of which, dhumralochan's body was reduced to ashes. After his death, dhumralochan's army attacked goddess bhagwati. The mount of the goddess- simha killed all the demons. When shumbh got the news of dhumralochan's death, his anger knew no bounds. He instructed chand and mund to go and bring goddess bhagwati after capturing her.  

Killing of raktabeej  

Markandeya says- 'when shumbh got the news of chand and mund' s death, he became very furious. He proceeded to fight goddess bhagwati accompanied by numerous mighty warriors like udayudh, kambu, kotiveerya, dhumravanshajaat, kaalak, kaalkeya etc. When goddess chandika saw them coming, she made a loud sound by pulling the bowstring. The demons came near and surrounded goddess chandika and goddess bhagwati from all the sides. Lord brahma, lord shiva and lord vishnu became anxious. They created divine entities with the help of effulgence emanating from their bodies. These divine entities resembled goddess chandika. They instructed these divine entities to kill all the demons. Goddess chandika requested lord shiva to approach shumbh and nishumbh as her messenger and inform him that they should either take refuge in the paatal loka or be ready to die. Lord mahadev went to the place where katyayani was fighting the demons. The demons attacked her with different weapons but chandika gave them a befitting reply. Unable to face the assault of the goddesses, the demons started fleeing. Seeing this, raktabeej came forward to fight. Raktabeej was blessed with a boon that was if a single drop of his blood fell on the ground, this drop would create another form of his. This way, in a very short time, thousands of raktabeejas covered the battlefield. The deities became afraid. Seeing the frightened deities, bhagwati said to kali- 'o chamunda! Open your mouth and drink each drop of blood coming out from the injuries of raktabeej.' after saying this, goddess bhagwati attacked raktabeej with her trident. Goddess kali drank all the blood coming out from his wound. At last, raktabeej was killed. The deities were pleased. Goddess kali started to dance with ferocity due to the intoxication caused by drinking of the blood. 

Killing of nishumbh  

Markandeya says- 'when shumbh and nishumbh heard about raktabeej's death, they were infuriated. Nishumbh attacked the goddess with a huge army. Shumbh attacked from the other side. In the fierce battle, goddess bhagwati broke the sword as well as the shield of nishumbh. Nishumbh then attacked goddess bhagwati with his weapon- shakti. Goddess bhagwati broke it with her chakra. At last, she attacked him with her arrows at him and as a result, nishumbh got injured and fell. ' when shumbh saw nishumbh, injured and unconscious, he ran towards goddess bhagwati to kill her. Goddess bhagwati blew her conch and made a thunderous noise by pulling the bowstring. Shumbh released the dangerous weapon- ugradipti in the direction of goddess bhagwati. But her weapon maholkanaamni destroyed it. Shumbh thundered loudly and attacked goddess bhagwati with a volley of arrows but none could cause any harm to her. Finally, goddess bhagwati attacked shumbh with her trident. Shumbh fell down unconscious. After sometime, he regained his consciousness and attacked goddess bhagwati with his arrows. But she destroyed all the arrows. In the meantime, nishumbh had regained his consciousness. He got up and attacked goddess bhagwati with his trident. In the end, goddess bhagwati killed nishumbh by piercing her trident in his heart. As nishumbh was dying, an another demon manifested from his body. Even he was killed by her. Her mount simha devoured all the dead demons.  

Killing of shumbh  

Markandeya says- 'shumbh became angry at the death of his brother- nishumbh. He furiously told the goddess- 'o wicked lady! Do not be proud of your strength borrowed from others.' goddess bhagwati replied- 'o wicked demon! I am the only power of this whole universe. I am the origin of cause and effect. Look! All the divinities are entering into my body.' the next moment, all the divine entities, which had earlier manifested from the bodies of the deities united with the goddess. Now, the goddess was alone. A tremendous battle was fought between goddess bhagwati and shumbh. Ambika attacked him with numerous divine weapons. But, shumbh neutralised her attack with his own weapons. Shumbh covered the whole body of goddess bhagwati with his arrows. She broke his bow. After this, shumbh attacked her with his weapon named shakti, which was broken into pieces by her chakra. Now, shumbh took out his sword and attacked her with it. She broke his shield and sword with her arrows. Shumbh then attacked her with his mace. Even his mace was broken into pieces. Shumbh had no more weapons left with him. He attacked the goddess on her breast with his clenched fist. She slapped him on his face because of which he fell down. The next moment, he got up and manifested himself in the sky. Now, a tremendous duel was fought between them in the sky. In the end, she dashed him on the ground and pierced the trident in his heart. Shumbh was instantly killed. After the killing of shumbh, all the deities became pleased. The gandharvas and the deities rejoiced. The apsaras danced. The whole atmosphere echoed with the sound- 'shanti shanti' (let there be peace).  

Devi stotra  

Markandeya says- after goddess bhagwati had killed shumbh, all the deities under the leadership of indra and agni started eulogising her- 'o goddess! Be pleased up on us! Protect the whole world, as you are the goddess of this whole universe. You appear in the form of this earth- the base on which everything is situated. Your light illuminates all the living creatures. You are the only power through which creation, nurturing and annihilation takes place. You are the brahmani, maheshwari and the kaumari. We salute you because you have protected us from the terror of the demons. We need your protection from all the calamities of this world.' goddess bhagwati was extremely pleased by their eulogy. She asked them for any wish. The deities said- 'o akhileshwari! We need your protection. Clear all the obstacles from our path. Eliminate our enemies.' goddess bhagwati replied- 'during vaivasvat manavantar, i will take incarnation from yashoda's womb- the wife of nand, to kill the demons shumbh and nishumbh. After that, i will kill the demon- vaiprachit in my most aggressive form. One hundred years later, i will manifest myself and would be known as satakshi because of my hundred eyes. My next incarnation would be known as shakambhari because i would nurture the whole world during the period of drought. I will kill the demon durgam during that drought period. I will kill the demon arun- the tormentor of all the three worlds by appearing in the form of a bee. Due to this, i will be known as bhramari. I will take incarnations every time the demons torment the world.  

Goddess bhagwati blesses the deities  

Goddess bhagwati says- i will clear all the obstacles from the path of such a man who worships me. A devotee who listens to the great tales of how i killed mahishasura, shumbh and nishumbh, on the eighth, ninth and fourteenth days of any month, would be liberated from all sins and poverty. He would become free from fear. A devotee must listen to my divine tales during all the religious ceremonies like making sacrifice, worship and performing yagya. By doing this, all his enemies will be eliminated. A man who remembers me when faced with dangerous situation remains protected by me.' after blessing the deities, goddess bhagwati disappeared from their sight. All the demons, which had survived after the killings of shumbh and nishumbh, went to the nether world to save their lives.  

Goddess bhagwati blesses surath and the vaishya  

The sage says- 'o king! I have described in detail about the greatness of goddess bhagwati who is the creator of this universe. She is the one who bestows the knowledge of self to us. She is the maya (illusion) by whom the whole world is influenced. You must take her refuge. You can achieve all the pleasures of this world, heaven, as well as liberation.' king surath and the vaishya went to do their penance. While doing their penance, they chanted the mantras of devi sukta. They made an earthen idol of bhagwati and worshipped it by offering flowers, dhup etc. They did an austere penance for three years implying various modes of worship. Sometimes, they observed fast, the other time, they offered their own blood to please goddess bhagwati. At last, the goddess was pleased and appeared before them. She said- 'i am pleased with both of you. I will fulfil whatever you wish.' king surath sought her blessings in regaining his kingdom from the clutches of his enemies. He also requested her to bless him with an undivided kingdom in his next life. The vaishya requested her to make him free from all kinds of attachments. Goddess bhagwati said- 'o king! Very soon, you will be able to regain your whole kingdom from your enemies. In your next birth, you would be born as saavarni manu, the son of surya. You will also attain self-knowledge and become free from all kinds of attachments.' after blessing both of them, goddess bhagwati disappeared.  

Saavarn manavantar  

Markandeya says- 'o great sage! Now i am going to tell you about the manavantar of saavarn, which will be the ninth manavantar. Saavarn was the son of daksha. During this manavantar, there will be three prominent groups (ganas) of deities. Each group would comprise of twelve deities. During this manavantar, indra would be known as adbhut. The names of the saptarishis of this manavantar would be medhatithi, vasu, satya, jyotishmaan, dyutimaan, sabal and hatyavaahan. Saavarn will have eight sons- dhrishtketu, barhaketu, panchahasta, niraamay, prithushravah, achishmaan, bhuridruymna and bhrihadmay.' the tenth manavantar will be named after the tenth manasputra of lord brahma. During this manavantar, the names of two prominent groups of deities will be sukhasin and niruddha. The total population during this manavantar will be hundred people. The total number of deities during this manavantar will also be of the same number. The name of indra during this tenth manavantar would be shanti and the names of the saptarishis during this tenth manavantar would be aapomurti, havishmaan, sukrit, satya, naabhaag, apratim and vashishta. The tenth manu would have ten sons- sukshetra, uttamoja, bhurishen, veeryavaan, shataanik, vrishabh, anmitra, jayadrath, bhuridruymna and suparva. The eleventh manavantar will be named after saavarn, the son of dharma. During this manavantar, there will be three prominent groups of deities- vihangam, kaamag and nirmaanpati. Each group would comprise of 30 deities. Indra would be known by the name of vrishakhya. The name of the saptarishis of this manavantar would be havishmaan, varishtha, nischar, anagh, vishti, agnidev etc. The eleventh manu would have six sons- sarvatrag, susharma, devaneek, purudwaha, hemdhanva and dhridhayu. The twelfth manavantar will be named after saavarn, the son of rudra. The names of the five prominent groups of deities of this manavantar will be sudharma, sumana, harit, rohit and suvarn. Each group will comprise of ten deities. During this manavantar, indra would be known by the name of kratadhaama. The names of the saptarishis during this manavantar would be dyuti, tapasvi, sutava, tapomurti, taponidhi, taporati and tapodhiti. The manu of this manavantar would have six sons- devavaan, upadev, devashrestha, vidurath, mitravaan and mitravinda. Rauchya would be the manu during the thirteen manavantar. Three prominent groups of deities would be sudharma, sukarma and susharma. During this manavantar, indra would be known by the name of divaspati. The name of the saptarishis of this manavantar will be dhritimaan, avyay, tatvadarshi, nirutsuk, nirmoha, sutapa and nishkamp. During this manavantar, manu would have eight sons- chitrasen, vichitra, niyati, nirbhay, dhridh, sunetra, kshatrabuddhi and suvrat 

Birth of rauchya manu  

Markandeya says- 'as soon as the ancestors departed, a beautiful apsara came near ruchi. Her name was pramlocha. She said to him- 'o great sage! I have a daughter named maalini. The name of my husband is pushkar. I want to get her betrothed to you. Please accept her as your wife. In course of time, she would give birth to manu. Ruchi accepted her proposal. Ruchi married maalini in the presence of sages. In course of time, maalini gave birth to a son who was named rauchya. Rauchya manavantar was named after him.  

Ruchi advised to get married 

Markandeya says- 'during ancient times, the ancestors of ruchi were not pleased by his unmarried status. He was a sage of high degree and used to have food once a day. The ancestors asked him- 'o son! Why didn't you get married? Grihasthashram holds a very important place in the life of a man. It is only after paying his three debts (rina) that a man is entitled to become a householder. All your efforts in paying off your debts towards the deities and ancestors are useless unless you are married. Your aspirations of attaining the supreme abode would go in vain unless you have become a father.' ruchi replied- 'getting married is the root cause of all sorrows. It also obstructs the upward spiritual movement of a man. That is why i am not having any interest in getting married. Having self control helps a man to attain salvation.' the ancestors said- 'the path you have chosen would never lead you towards salvation. A man reaps the fruits of his karmas committed in his previous lives in the form of happiness and sorrow. An intelligent man must act in such a manner that his soul remains aloof from his karmas.' ruchi replied- 'the path of actions (karma) has been described as an avidya in the vedas. Why are you pushing me towards that path?' the ancestors replied- 'it is true what you have said. But at the same time, it can be proved wrong by one's karmas because karmas are the means by which a man attains self-knowledge. Your belief that your actions are purifying your soul is based on false notions. Actually, by not doing your karma, you are only torturing your soul. Karma is very beneficial for a man's upliftment. So, you must get married to enjoy a blissful life.' ruchi replied- 'o great ancestors! Who will give his daughter to a poor and an old man like me?' the ancestors warned ruchi that if he went against their wishes, he would face degradation in every sphere of his life. After saying this, the ancestors disappeared.  

Ruchi eulogises his ancestors  

Markandeya says- 'after the departure of his ancestors, ruchi started wandering here and there in his restlessness. After sometime, when he regained his composure, he decided to do penance to please lord brahma. His penance continued for one hundred years. After the accomplishment of his penance, lord brahma appeared before him and asked what he desired. Ruchi expressed his desire of getting married as per the aspirations of his ancestors. Lord brahma blessed him and also instructed ruchi to eulogise his ancestors so that his wishes could be fulfilled.' ruchi eulogised his ancestors by chanting stotras- 'i make salutations to my ancestors who preside over the ceremony of shraadh, who are pacified even by the deities, by the chanting of swaha, made during the ceremony of shraadh. I make salutations to my ancestors who dwell in the space and in the heaven. May my ancestors accept the offerings, which i am making in the form of flowers, cereals, water, and dhup etc.'  

Ancestors bless ruchi  

Markandeya says- 'hardly had ruchi accomplished his eulogy of the ancestors, a very bright effulgence appeared in front of him, who were in fact his ancestors. They said- 'demand any boon.' ruchi replied- 'lord brahma has instructed me to enhance the process of creation. So i need a wife for that purpose. The ancestors said- 'here at this very place, you will find a very beautiful wife. She would give birth to rauchya. You too would become very famous as prajapati because of your numerous sons and you will attain salvation in the end.' after blessing ruchi, the ancestors departed for heaven.  

The beginning of bhautya manavantar  

Markandeya says- 'now i am going to tell you about the origin of bhautya manavantar. Sage angira had a disciple named bhuti. He was short tempered in nature and used to curse anybody at the earliest opportunity. Everybody including the deities like indra, vayu, and surya etc. Were scared of him. Nobody went against his wishes and followed his commands.' bhuti had no children and commenced a rigorous penance to achieve one. But still, his aspiration remained unfulfilled. He decided to quit doing penance. His brother named suvarcha invited him to the yagya he was performing. Bhuti left the hermitage after entrusting his disciple- shanti to look after its affairs. Shanti tried his best to perform his duties according to the instructions of his teacher- bhuti. Yet, one day, the sacrificial fire got extinguished somehow. Shanti became scared at the prospect of facing his preceptor's wrath. He was certain of being cursed by bhuti. Finding no other option, he went to agni named jaativeda and sought his help. He tried to please him by chanting agni stotra. He eulogised agni in many ways. He said- 'o agni! The first of all creations, i need your blessings. Without you, the yagya cannot be performed. All the vedas are full of praise for you. The deities as well as the demons try to pacify you by making offerings to you.' the deity agni became extremely pleased by shanti's eulogy and appeared before him. He asked shanti to express his desire. Shanti requested agni to re-ignite the sacrificial fire, which had gone off, so that he does not have to face the wrath of his guru. He then requested agni to bless his guru with a son having all the good qualities. Agni was very much pleased by shanti's devotion towards his guru. He said- 'your guru bhuti would have a son named bhautya after whom the manavantar would be named.' after blessing him, agni disappeared. Shanti returned to his hermitage and was very pleased to see the sacrificial fire burning. In the meantime, his guru bhuti arrived. His guru was very pleased with the sincerity of shanti with which he performed his duties in his absence. Bhuti said- 'o son! I don't understand the reason why my heart is overwhelmed with love. Love is alien to my nature. If you are cognisant of the reason, please tell me.' then shanti narrated the whole story. Bhuti was very pleased by his devotion. He taught all the vedas to shanti. In course of time, bhautya was born to him. He was the manu of the bhautya manavantar. During this manavantar, there would be five prominent groups of deities- chaakshush, kanishth, pavitra, bhrajir and dharavrit. During this manavantar, indra would be known as shuchi. The names of the saptarishis would be agnigh, agnibaahu, suchi, mukt, maadhav, shukra and ajit. Bhautya manu would have ten sons- guh, gambhir, brahna, bharat, anugraha, shrimaani, prateer, vishnu, sankraman and subal. A man who listens to the tales of all the fourteen manvantaras is not only blessed but becomes liberated from all his sins.  

Birth of maartandadev  

Lord brahma had created daksha from the thumb of his right hand. Daksha's wife was created from the thumb of brahma's left hand. Daksha had a daughter named aditi. Maartandadev was the son of aditi and his father was kashyap. Kraustuki asked- 'o lord! Tell me the reason why vivasvaan surya took birth as the son of kashyap.' markandeya says- 'during the initial phase of creation, when nothing existed, except a large egg. Lord brahma manifested inside that egg. Subsequently, he came out from that egg. At that time, a loud sound of om came out from his mouth. From this sound of omkar, were created bhur, bhuvah and in the end swah. These three mystic words are the forms of surya. After that, three more mystic words were created- mahah, jan and tapah, each of the former word being grosser than the latter one. In the end, the word satya was created, which was the grossest of all. These seven mystic words related with the omkar illustrate the gross and the subtle forms of vivasvaan.  

Manifestation of the sun god (aditya) and the vedas  

Markandeya says- 'after brahma came out from that egg, rigveda manifested from his first mouth. From the mouth facing south, manifested the yajurveda. After that, samaveda manifested from his mouth facing west. In the end, atharvaveda came out from the mouth facing north. The rigveda symbolises the rajo guna while the yajurveda symbolises the satva guna. Samaveda comprises of tamo guna whereas atharvaveda is the mixture of satva and tamo guna. The manifestation of the vedas had illuminated the whole atmosphere. But the manifestation of omkar overlapped their radiance and covered all the vedas. At last, the radiance of the vedas got united with that of the omkar. The rigveda symbolises the form of brahma during the period of creation while yajurveda symbolises lord vishnu during the whole period of nurturing. Samaveda is symbolical of rudra at the time of annihilation.  

Lord brahma eulogises surya  

Markandeya says- 'in the beginning of the creation, surya shed unbearable amount of heat. This made the process of creation very difficult. Lord brahma became worried. He thought- 'due to the extreme heat of the sun, all the water on this earth is getting evaporated. If this continues to happen then how would the creatures survive?' lord brahma eulogised surya to please him. He said- 'i make salutations to surya who is the object of contemplation of great sages, who is the source of all energy. O surya! It is only because of you that i can create, nurture and annihilate. You are the protector of this universe created from the panchatatvas. Please subdue your radiance so that i can commence my creation.' vivasvaan surya became very pleased by brahma's eulogy and subdued his radiance. Thus, it became possible for lord brahma to begin his creation. He created the deities, demons, human beings, animals, vegetation etc. In the same way as he had done in earlier kalpas.  

Progenies of kashyap prajapati and aditi's eulogy of diwakar  

Markandeya says- 'lord brahma, after having created the universe divided the earth into various islands. He also created the oceans and the mountains. Marichi, the son of brahma was the father of kashyap. Kashyap was married to the ten daughters of daksha. He had numerous sons from them like the deities, the demons and many creatures like reptiles. Aditi was the mother of the deities, diti of the demons, and danu of the daanavas (monsters). Vinata gave birth to garud and arun. Ravasa was the mother of yakshas and the rakshasas, kadru of the nagas. Muni was the mother of gandharvas. Krodha was the mother of kulyaava ganas, rishta of apsaras. Ira was the mother of the elephants and taamra was the mother of shyeni. Ila gave birth to all the vegetation while pradha gave birth to the insects. The earth was inhabited with the progenies of aditi's sons. Lord brahma had made the deities masters of all the three worlds. This decision of brahma had made the daityas, daanavas and rakshasas very angry. They got united and started causing obstacles in the path of the deities. A great battle was fought between the deities and the demons in which the deities were defeated. Aditi, the mother of the deities became very sad. She did a rigorous penance to please the sun god. She observed fasts and eulogised the sun god for most of her time. At last, the sun god appeared before her but she could not bear his radiance which was so powerful that she could not even open her eyes. She requested him to subdue his power so that she could see him.  

Aditi gives birth to aditya  

Markandeya says- 'after being pleased by the eulogy of aditi, the sun shed its radiance and became sombre. Now, aditi could see him. She said- 'o lord! Be pleased upon me. The daityas and the daanavas have captured all the three worlds from my sons. I request you to take birth as my son and defeat the demons.' the sun god agreed to take birth as her son. In course of time, aditi became pregnant. She engaged herself in religious activities so that she could become a mother of a virtuous child. Seeing his pregnant wife observing fasts, kashyap became very angry. He said- 'it is not proper for a pregnant woman to observe fast as it may prove to be harmful to the foetus. Why are you trying to destroy it?' aditi replied- 'i am not trying to destroy my foetus. After taking birth, our child will destroy our enemies.' in her anger, aditi released her foetus. Kashyap started chanting the mantras of rigveda. In a very short time, her child came out from that foetus. A heavenly voice was heard which said- 'o sage! Since you have called this foetus, maarit, therefore your son would be famously known as maartand.' after the birth of maartand, the morale of the deities was boosted up. Indra challenged the demons. A tremendous battle ensued between both the sides. Maartand glanced towards the demons as a result of which they were charred to death. The deities were pleased and eulogised maartand. At last, the deities regained their territories they had lost to the demons.  

Vishwakarma eulogises the sun god  

Markandeya says- 'vishwakarma had married his daughter sangya to the sun-god. But being unable to face the unbearable radiance of the sun, she went to do penance after instructing her shadow to perform the duties of an ideal wife on her behalf. Ultimately, she returned back to her husband only after vishwakarma had subdued the radiance of the sun god. Vishwakarma then eulogised the sun god by saying- i make salutations to the sun god whose existence is beneficial for the whole universe. I make salutations to one whose own origin remains a mystery and who enables our eyes to see. I make salutations to the sun god who destroys the darkness and who lightens up the whole world.'  

Rajyavardhan's subjects eulogise the sun god for their king's long life  

Kraustuki says- 'o lord! Enlighten us on the greatness of bhaskar.' markandeya replied- 'there was a king named rajyavardhan. His subjects were very happy and satisfied under his rule. They were free from all the diseases. Rajyavardhan ruled for 7,000 long years. His wife was maanini. One day, while maanini was applying oil on his head, she saw a grey hair. She became very sad and started crying. A drop of tear fell on the king. He asked the queen as to why she was crying. The queen told him about the reason. The king laughingly said- 'i am fully satisfied by my rule of 7,000 years. The grey hair on my head is an indication that i must now abandon my worldly life and become a recluse. This would be more appropriate for me.' when his subjects came to know about his decision, they became sad. But nothing could make the king change his mind. He decided to become a recluse after appointing his son as his successor. The king called the astrologers for consultation. The astrologers advised the king to change his mind. But rajyavardhan did not listen to them. At last, his subjects decided to eulogise the sun god and demand a long life for their king. All of them started worshipping the sun god. A gandharva whose name was sudama appeared before them and instructed them to go to a forest named guhavishaal and continue their penance. All of them went to the forest as per the instruction of the gandharva. There was a beautiful temple of lord bhaskar in the forest. They worshipped surya and eulogised him. Their worship continued for three months after which the sun god became pleased and appeared before them. Lord bhaskar asked them to demand any boon. He said- 'o brahmin! Demand anything you wish.' all of them said- 'o lord! If you are really pleased with us, then bless our king rajyavardhan with a long life. Please bless him with an eternal youth and a life free from all the deities. We want our king to live for 10,000 years. The sun god blessed them by saying- 'so be it'. After receiving the boons, all of them came to the king's palace and narrated the whole story. The queen was very pleased but the king was worried. The queen was surprised at the king's sadness even after getting such good news. The king replied- 'what is the use of remaining alive for 10,000 years? You won't be alive then. Will i be able to enjoy my life in your absence? Will not the deaths of my sons, my grandsons and my near and dear ones make me sad? The boon of myself enjoying life for 10,000 years will actually prove to be a curse.' the queen sadly said- 'whatever you have said is true. I could not understand this fact because of my ignorance. Now, you must do your duty, as the boon of the sun god is not going to go in vain. The king decided to go to the mountain- prabhriti and do penance. He wanted to receive a boon from sun god, which enabled all his subjects and his relatives to remain alive as long as he lived. The queen also decided to move along with the king. Both of them did an austere penance. The sun god appeared before them and blessed them. Thus, rajyavardhan lived for 10,000 years along with his subjects.  

Maartandadev and his descendants  

Markandeya says- 'maartandadev had a son named manu. The seventh manavantar in which we are living is named after him. Manu had many sons among whom narishyant, naabhaag, prishadhna and drisht were the rulers of different kingdoms. Manu had performed a special yagya named mitravarun with the desire of having more sons. But after the yagya, a daughter was born to him and who was named ila. Manu then requested mitravarun to transform that girl into a boy, if he was really pleased with him. Both the deities blessed manu and instantly that girl was transformed into a boy. He was named sudryumna. One day, sudryumna had gone to the forest for hunting. Incidentally, because of the wrath of goddess parvati, he again got transformed into a lady. At that time, he was married to buddh and a son named pururava was born to them. Later on, he regained his body of the male. This time, he became the father of utkal, vinay and gaya. All these three sons were very just rulers. Pururava was made the king of pratisthanpur.  

Famous mythological tales 

King prishadhna 

King prishadhna was the son of manu. One day, he had gone to the forest on a hunting spree. He killed a cow by mistake. This cow belonged to an agnihotri brahmin who was performing a yagya. The brahmin became very furious and cursed prishadhna to become a shudra. King prishadhna too became angry and he wanted to retaliate. He took some water in his hand and was just about to curse the brahmin, just then the brahmin's father mauli arrived. He warned both of them against cursing each other. He said- 'anger decreases the life span of a man. It also destroys the knowledge and makes a man, a destitute. An angry person can neither be virtuous nor he can accumulate wealth. Even if the king had killed the cow deliberately, he is worthy of being shown compassion. But if he has committed this sin out of his ignorance, then certainly, he is not fit to be cursed. Therefore, o son! Don't curse the king. The cow must have died because of her own past karmas.' king prishadhna made salutations to the agnihotri brahmin and said in a loud voice- 'be pleased on me. I did not kill the cow deliberately. It only happened by mistake. The brahmin replied- 'o king! I have never spoken a lie in my life. Even my curse which i have given to you will not go in vain.' sage mauli took his son to his hermitage. In course of time, prishadhna became a shudra due to the curse.  

Prince naabhaag  

Markandeya says- 'naabhaag was the son of king dishta. One day, he saw a beautiful woman who was the daughter of a vaishya. He was very enchanted by her beauty and wanted to marry her. He went to the vaishya and expressed his desire. The vaishya was terrified at the prospect of facing the wrath of the king. He said- 'you belong to a royal family whereas i am a poor man. There is no match between both of us. Why do you insist on marrying my daughter?' naabhaag was not amused at the vaishya's reply. He threatened to give up his life if he was not married. The vaishya went to the king and narrated the whole story. The king consulted his ministers and the brahmins. The brahmin said- 'prince naabhaag should first marry a woman within his own caste, only then he can marry the vaishya's daughter otherwise he would be committing a grave sin. Naabhaag was not satisfied by the brahmins' decision. He decided to forcibly abduct the vaishya's daughter. The vaishya went to the king and sought his help. The king gave death punishment to naabhaag. Hearing of this punishment, naabhaag went into hiding. The royal army went in search of him and finally found him. Then a tough battle was fought and ultimately, naabhaag was victorious. The king himself came forward to fight with naabhaag. As the battle was going on, sage naarad appeared and requested the king to stop fighting. He said- 'o king! Please stop this battle. Being a kshatriya, it is not proper for you to fight a battle with a vaishya, which your son has become after abducting a vaishya girl. He is not entitled to fight with you.'  

Curse of sage pramati  

Markandeya says- 'the king stopped fighting at the request of naarad. Naabhaag married the vaishya girl. After the marriage, the king ordered naabhaag to follow a vaishya's occupation. Naabhaag got engaged in activities like animal husbandry and agriculture. With the passage of time, a son was born and who was named bhalandan. When he grew up, his mother entrusted him the job of looking after the cows. Bhalandan knew nothing about the job he was entrusted with. He went to sage neep and told his problem. Sage neep understood everything and taught him the nuances of handling various weapons as a result of which, he became a master in this art. After this, bhalandan went to vasuraat, the son of pitravya and demanded his share in the kingdom of his great-grandfather. Vasuraat refused to give anything by saying- 'being the son of a vaishya, you are not entitled to become a king.' bhalandan became very angry and attacked vasuraat with a huge army. In this battle, vasuraat was defeated. Now, bhalandan had control over the entire earth. He returned to his father, naabhaag in order to hand over the reign of the kingdom, he had won in the battle. But naabhaag refused to take anything by saying - 'i have been cursed by my father to become a vaishya. I cannot go against his wishes by taking over the responsibility of a king as this would disturb the peace of my ancestors who are in heaven and even i would not attain liberation. The second thing is that you have won this kingdom by your power and strength. It will not be proper for me to rule over this kingdom.' suprabha, the wife of naabhaag was listening to their conversation. She could not stop laughing. She said- 'you are not a vaishya, because i too belong to a kshatriya family. During ancient times, a king named sudev had a friend- nala. One day both of them went to the forest to hunt. In the forest, nala saw sage pramati's wife and became enchanted by her immense beauty. He wanted to marry he and tried to forcibly abduct her. Being a chaste woman, pramati's wife started shouting for help. Sage pramati heard her screams and arrived at the site. He became enraged when he saw nala trying to abduct his wife and king sudev doing nothing to protect her. Pramati requested king sudev to protect his wife from nala. King sudev lied to sage pramati about his caste, to help his friend- nala. He said- 'i cannot help you because i am a vaishya. You must go to any kshatriya to take help. Sage pramati was exasperated. He fumed- 'you will certainly become a vaishya as you have lied to me about your caste.'  

Agastya's brother curses kripavati  

Markandeya says- 'the king stopped fighting at the request of naarad. Naabhaag married the vaishya girl. After the marriage, the king ordered naabhaag to follow a vaishya's occupation. Naabhaag got engaged in activities like animal husbandry and agriculture. With the passage of time, a son was born and who was named bhalandan. When he grew up, his mother entrusted him the job of looking after the cows. Bhalandan knew nothing about the job he was entrusted with. He went to sage neep and told his problem. Sage neep understood everything and taught him the nuances of handling various weapons as a result of which, he became a master in this art. After this, bhalandan went to vasuraat, the son of pitravya and demanded his share in the kingdom of his great-grandfather. Vasuraat refused to give anything by saying- 'being the son of a vaishya, you are not entitled to become a king.' bhalandan became very angry and attacked vasuraat with a huge army. In this battle, vasuraat was defeated. Now, bhalandan had control over the entire earth. He returned to his father, naabhaag in order to hand over the reign of the kingdom, he had won in the battle. But naabhaag refused to take anything by saying - 'i have been cursed by my father to become a vaishya. I cannot go against his wishes by taking over the responsibility of a king as this would disturb the peace of my ancestors who are in heaven and even i would not attain liberation. The second thing is that you have won this kingdom by your power and strength. It will not be proper for me to rule over this kingdom.' suprabha, the wife of naabhaag was listening to their conversation. She could not stop laughing. She said- 'you are not a vaishya, because i too belong to a kshatriya family. During ancient times, a king named sudev had a friend- nala. One day both of them went to the forest to hunt. In the forest, nala saw sage pramati's wife and became enchanted by her immense beauty. He wanted to marry he and tried to forcibly abduct her. Being a chaste woman, pramati's wife started shouting for help. Sage pramati heard her screams and arrived at the site. He became enraged when he saw nala trying to abduct his wife and king sudev doing nothing to protect her. Pramati requested king sudev to protect his wife from nala. King sudev lied to sage pramati about his caste, to help his friend- nala. He said- 'i cannot help you because i am a vaishya. You must go to any kshatriya to take help. Sage pramati was exasperated. He fumed- 'you will certainly become a vaishya as you have lied to me about your caste.'  

Bhalandan and vatsapri  

Naabhaag told his wife- 'i would never accept the kingdom for the second time, which i had relinquished at the instruction of my father. He then instructed his son to rule over the kingdom he had won. Following his father's instructions, bhalandan started ruling over his kingdom. Later on, he got married and begot a son named vatsapri. Vatsapri was married to saunanda when he attained youth-hood. Vatsapri married her after killing the demon kujrimbha. There was a king named vidurath. He had two sons whose names were suniti and sumati. One day, while vidurath was having his usual walk, he saw a large pit. He became very curious. Just then, a sage arrived at the scene whose name was suvrat. Pointing his finger towards the pit, the king asked suvrat as to what it was. The sage said- 'a demon by the name of kujrimbha lives inside this pit. He controls all the events, which occur on this earth and in heaven. He possesses a mace called sunand and which was made by vishwakarma. This large pit which you see is the result of the assault, he made with his mace. This demon is very cruel and wicked. He torments the deities and destroys the oblation sites of the sages. There is one very peculiar characteristic related with his mace. The mace would become powerless if touched by a woman. But this is only a temporary change because it regains its power the next day. But this fact is unknown to the demon. After saying this, sage suvrat went on his way. King vidurath returned to his palace and consulted his ministers. His daughter, mudaavati was listening to their conversation. One day, the demon abducted mudaavati. The king sent both his sons accompanied by a huge army to bring her back but the demon defeated them. The king made a declaration that he will marry his daughter to anybody who brings back his daughter and sons from the clutches of the demon. Hearing his declaration, vatsapri came to vidurath and said- 'give me your permission. I will bring back your daughter and your sons after releasing them from the clutches of the demon.' vidurath gave the permission. Vatsapri entered into the nether land through that large pit. A tremendous battle ensued between him and the demon. This battle continued for three days. On the final day of the battle, the demon tried to take the help of his mace and went to grab hold of it. But sensing that the demon was going to pick up the mace, she immediately touched the mace as a result of which it became powerless. Being unaware of this happening, the demon attacked vatsapri with that powerless mace. But he could not harm vatsapri. Ultimately, vatsapri was successful in killing the demon. Vatsapri released all three of them- suniti, sumati and mudaavati from the demon's captivity and brought them back to the king's palace. After the death of the demon, sheshnaag acquired the mace. Mudaavati's name was later changed to sunanda, after that mace. King vidurath became very pleased and married mudaavati to vatsapri.  

The kingdoms of pranshu, prajaati and khanitra  

Markandeya says- 'sunanda gave birth to 12 sons. Their names were pranshu, praveer, shoor, suchakra, vikram, krama, bala, balaak, chand, prachand, suvikram and swarup. After growing up, pranshu became the king. Pranshu had a son named prajaati. Prajaati had five sons among whom khanitra was one of them. Khanitra became a mighty king and was very famous for his religiousness and virtuosity. He distributed the kingdoms among his brothers. Shauri was made the king of the eastern region, udavasu of the southern region, and muni of the western region while mahaarathi was made the king of northern region. One day, a minister of shauri, vishwavedi instigated him against his brother khanitra by saying- 'o king! You must try to capture your brother's kingdom as your kingdom is too small for your descendants to rule over. A time may come when your descendants would be forced to choose agriculture as their occupation because the continuous distribution of your kingdom among your progenies would leave almost nothing for them.' shauri said- 'my brother is so kind to me. Why should i cheat him like that?' the minister said- 'the duty of the king is only to look after the kingdom's interest. The relation should not come in the way.' at last, the minister was successful in convincing him. After sometime, the wicked minister also influenced the rest of his brothers. Ultimately, king khanitra was left all alone as all of his ministers and even his sons were misguided by vishwavedi. Vishwavedi appointed four priests of khanitra as the supervisor of yagyas. One day, while the priests were performing yagya, four ogresses appeared from the sacrificial fire and tried to attack king khanitra. But they could not harm him because of his virtuous character. They then turned towards vishwavedi and the priests and killed all of them. Thus, vishwavedi bore the fruits of evil deeds.  

King khanitra  

Markandeya says- 'people present at the oblation site were shocked to see the dead bodies of vishwavedi and the four priests. When khanitra got this news, he too was shocked. Khanitra went to vashishta and asked him the reason about the deaths of his brother's minister and the four priests. Vashishta revealed the conspiracy hatched by vishwavedi to kill him (khanitra). Khanitra in a sad tone, said- 'shame on me as i have been the cause of the death of the brahmins. Had i not taken birth as a human being, my brother's priests won't have died. I am the real culprit. What should i do now? Where should i go? The remorseful khanitra decided to relinquish his kingdom and go to the forest to do penance so that, he could get liberated from the grave sins of causing death to the brahmins. He went to the forest accompanied by his three queens after appointing his son kshup as the king. He did a severe penance for 350 years. After that, he died because of his bad health. All the three queens died too and went to heaven along with him.  

King vivinsha  

Markandeya says- 'king kshup ruled justly in the same way as his father khanitra did. Kshup's wife was pramatha. They had a son who was handsome and mighty. He had defeated all the kings and annexed their kingdom. He was married to nandini, the princess of vidarbha. Nandini gave birth to a son who was named vivinsha. Vivinsha was a very mighty king. During his reign, the earth had become very populated. The enemies of king vivinsha were very afraid of him but his subjects were satisfied by his just rule. King vivinsha had performed numerous yagyas and after ruling for a long time, he attained martyrdom while fighting a battle.  

King khaninetra  

Markandeya says- 'khaninetra was the son of king vivinsha. He was very brave and valiant. The gandharvas had proclaimed that no one could match khaninetra's benevolence, who had donated the whole earth after accomplishing 10,000 yagyas. Khaninetra had given so much wealth as donations to the brahmins that there was no need for them to take donations for the rest of their lives. Khaninetra was sonless. One day, he went to the forest to hunt an animal for sacrificial purpose needed during pitra yagya. The performance of this yagya was supposed to bless him with a son. In the forest, he saw a deer that was cognisant of his desire. The deer requested him by saying- 'o king! You can get my flesh by killing me.' the king was very amazed. He asked the deer as to why it was willing to get sacrificed. The deer replied- 'o king! I don't have any offspring. For this reason, i consider my life as useless.' while the conversation was going on between the king and the deer, another deer came near them and expressed his desire to get sacrificed by saying- 'o king! Please kill me and get the flesh because the flesh of this sonless deer would be of no help to you.' the king was astonished. He asked the second deer as to why he was willing to die. The second deer replied- 'o king! I have numerous sons and daughters and this worries me a lot. Whenever my children go out in search of food, i become very anxious till they have returned to me safely. This way, i pass the whole day and night in anxiety. The king was very confused. He said- 'i don't know who is superior between a sonless person and a person who doesn't have any son. Although i needed the flesh for the accomplishment of pitra yagya but now after meeting both of you, i have become confused. It is true that a man has to face all kinds of sorrows because of their children but yet, a sonless man is not complete and remains indebted. So, i have decided to get a son by doing a penance just like my predecessors did in the past.'  

Karandham  

Markandeya says- 'king khaninetra went at the bank of the river gomti and started doing a severe penance to please indra. After being pleased by his devotion and eulogy, indra appeared before him. He said to khaninetra- 'o king! I am very much pleased by your devotion. Demand anything you wish.' the king replied- 'o lord! If you are really pleased with me, then bless me with a religious and virtuous son because i am a sonless person.' indra blessed him by saying- 'so be it' and then disappeared. Khaninetra returned to his palace. In course of time, a son was born to him. He named the child balaashva. When balaashva grew up, he became the king after the death of his father. He annexed many kingdoms after defeating his enemies and imposed taxes on them. After sometime, his enemies not only stopped paying him the taxes but also regrouped themselves and recaptured their lost territories. Balaashva had become weak due to the constant battles. He had only the capital city in his possession and had lost the other territories. One day, his enemies surrounded his capital. Balaashva became restless as he would be no match for his enemies. In a sorrowful mood, he heaved deeply covering his face by both his hands. The exhaled air resulted into the manifestation of numerous valiant fighters, chariots, elephants and horses. Very soon, this huge army covered the whole area. This army battled under the leadership of balaashva. Ultimately, the enemies were defeated. Later on, king balaashva became famous as karandham because of the huge army, which had manifested from between both the trembling hands of balaashva.  

King aveekshit birth of aveekshit and abduction of vaishaalini  

Markandeya says- 'shubhvrata- the daughter of veeryachandra had decided to marry karandham. A son was born to them who was named as aveekshit. The astrologers had predicted a very bright future for him. Aveekshit learnt lessons in handling all kinds of weapons from the son of kanva. In a very short time, he attained mastery in the art of weaponry. Vara, gauri, subhadra, nibha, lilavati, manyavati and kumridwati had chosen aveekshit as their husband in a swayamvara. Aveekshit had also forcibly married numerous other women. Once, a swayamvara was conducted in the palace of the king of vishaal for his daughter- sudati vaishaalini. Aveekshit was present in the swayamvara. But sudati due to her arrogant nature did not choose aveekshit as her husband. Hence, he forcibly abducted her by defeating the other kings. The fact that a single man had defeated all of them had made the other kings ashamed of themselves. All of them decided to fight aveekshit unitedly. They picked up their arms and marched towards aveekshit with a huge army.  

Aveekshit gets defeated in the battle  

Markandeya says- 'a ferocious battle ensued between aveekshit's army and the other kings. Both sides fought bravely and aveekshit managed to kill many of the kings but was outnumbered and got severely wounded. Aveekshit was finally made captive. Aveekshit and sudati vaishaalini were brought to the king of vishaal. The king instructed sudati vaishaalini to choose any king as her husband but she refused this offer. The king then requested his astrologer to choose an auspicious day for her marriage. The astrologer said to the king- 'o king! The present time is not auspicious for marriage but don't worry, very soon, the princess would get married at the advent of the most auspicious moment.'  

Liberation of aveekshit and his disenchantment  

When king karandham came to know about his son's defeat and captivity, he consulted his friends. All of them decided to attack the kingdom of vishaal and release aveekshit from captivity. Karandham marched towards the kingdom of vishaal followed by a huge army. A tremendous battle was fought which continued for three days. Karandham became victorious in this battle. At last, aveekshit was rescued from his captivity. King vishaal decided to marry his daughter with aveekshit but aveekshit was disillusioned with life. He said to vishaal- 'i can never accept such a woman as my wife who has witnessed my defeat. I have decided to renounce life. So, it would be better if you marry your daughter with somebody else.' king vishaal asked his daughter to choose any other king as her husband as aveekshit was not willing to marry her. But the princess wanted to marry aveekshit and believed that he still remained an undefeated king because he had fought single-handedly with all the kings. He was defeated only because of unfair means adopted by his jealous rivals in the battle. 'I shall accept only aveekshit as my husband otherwise i shall remain unmarried', said the princess. King karandham requested his son to marry the princess but aveekshit turned down even his father's request. Seeing the futility of his advice, karandham returned to his kingdom. Aveekshit too went along with him. Sudati vaishaalini went in the forest to do penance. She observed a fast for three months. She became very weak but still continued with her penance. The deities felt sorry at her condition. They sent an envoy to persuade her to discontinue with her penance. The envoy requested her to stop torturing herself. 'You would be a mother of a chakravarti king who would be mighty and powerful', said the envoy. Sudati vaishaalini said- 'how can i become a mother without a husband? I have decided that nobody except aveekshit will be my husband. But he has turned down my proposal. So, i have vowed to remain unmarried in this life.' the envoy said- 'o great soul! I have been asked not to reveal much. You must take care of your health. Due to the virtues of your penance, you will certainly become a mother.' sudati following her instructions and broke her fast.  

Aveekshit promises his father to get married  

Markandeya says- 'once, veera- the wife of king karandham and mother of aveekshit had taken a vow to accomplish a very arduous penance. But this could only be accomplished with karandham's and aveekshit's assistance. Karandham had assured her that he would provide all the wealth required for the accomplishment of that austerity while aveekshit had assured her of physical help. Veera commenced her arduous austerity named 'kimichhak vrata'. This particular vrata had a peculiar characteristic and that was- any demand made during the course of the vrata, ought to be fulfilled at any cost failing which meant forfeiting all the virtues of this arduous austerity. King karandham was consulting his minister about the means that would change aveekshit's decision regarding his marriage. The ministers said that as karandham had become old, there was an urgent need for his successor. The question was that who would become king after aveekshit as he had decided to remain unmarried. This thought was tormenting all of them. Suddenly, king karandham heard the priest who was assisting queen veera in the accomplishment of the kimichhak vrata, telling somebody- 'the queen is busy performing the kimichhak vrata. What is your demand? I promise, it will be fulfilled by the queen no matter how extraordinary it may be.' aveekshit too arrived at the scene. He promised that their demands would be met without delay as it was obligatory for the success of kimichhak vrata, which his mother was performing. Seeing the time as opportune, king karandham said before the people could say anything- 'o son! I have a demand. Promise me that you will fulfil it.' aveekshit gave his word. The king said that he aspired for a grandson but this was impossible unless he (aveekshit) got married. Initially, aveekshit tried to convince karandham that it was an impossible task as he had vowed to remain a celibate but ultimately he had to change his mind to honour his words.  

Aveekshit rescues vaishaalini  

Markandeya says- 'once, aveekshit had gone for a hunt in the forest when suddenly, he heard a female voice shouting for help. He proceeded in the direction of the voice. After reaching there, he saw danu's (a demon) son dhridhakesha, holding a lady by her hair. The woman was crying- 'i am the wife of aveekshit. This wicked demon is trying to abduct me.' aveekshit was surprised as to how the lady could claim that she was his wife. He apprehended that it must be the illusionary tactics of the demon to trap him. But despite his apprehensions, he went near the wailing woman to release her from the clutches of that demon. He warned the demon of dire consequences if he did not release her. The demon left the woman and attacked aveekshit. A tremendous duel was fought. In the end, aveekshit severed the head of that demon. The deities were very pleased at dhridhakesha's death. They praised aveekshit for his bravery. They asked him to demand any boon. Aveekshit demanded a valiant son for himself as per the aspirations of his father- karandham. The deities said- 'you would get your son from this very woman, you have rescued. The child would become a very mighty king after growing up.' being unaware of the real identity of vaishaalini, he told the deities- 'i had vowed to remain a bachelor but changed my decision only due to the word i had given to my father. But i cannot marry this woman because by doing so, i would be breaching the trust of that woman who wanted to marry me and who had rejected everybody for my sake.' the deities then revealed to him that this lady was none other than vaishaalini whom he was talking about. 'She had done a severe penance to be your wife.' after saying this, the deities disappeared. Vaishaalini requested him to accept her as his wife. 'You have rescued me from this demon. I offer myself to you', said vaishaalini.  

Aveekshit marries vaishaalini  

Markandeya says- 'after vaishaalini had finished her lines, aveekshit told her that he was forced to abandon her in the past after getting defeated but once again, he had regained her after defeating the demon. Both of them decided to get married in the forest itself.' 'right then, a gandharva- tanaya arrived there accompanied by many apsaras and revealed to aveekshit that vaishaalini was his daughter in her previous birth. 'Because of the curse given to her by sage agastya, she was born to the king of vishaal. Now you must accept her as your wife.' aveekshit married vaishaalini under the supervision of tumbaru- the priest of the gandharvas. Both of them then accompanied the gandharvas to the gandharva loka. There, vaishaalini gave birth to a son. Knowing about the feats, the child would accomplish in future, the gandharvas celebrated his birth ceremony with great fanfare. After the birth ceremony, while tumbaru was eulogising the child, everybody heard a heavenly voice, which said- 'this child will become famous as marut; he will become the ruler of all the mahipals.' everybody was extremely satisfied by this forecast.  

King marut birth of marut  

Markandeya says- 'after vaishaalini had finished her lines, aveekshit told her that he was forced to abandon her in the past after getting defeated but once again, he had regained her after defeating the demon. Both of them decided to get married in the forest itself.' 'right then, a gandharva- tanaya arrived there accompanied by many apsaras and revealed to aveekshit that vaishaalini was his daughter in her previous birth. 'Because of the curse given to her by sage agastya, she was born to the king of vishaal. Now you must accept her as your wife.' aveekshit married vaishaalini under the supervision of tumbaru- the priest of the gandharvas. Both of them then accompanied the gandharvas to the gandharva loka. There, vaishaalini gave birth to a son. Knowing about the feats, the child would accomplish in future, the gandharvas celebrated his birth ceremony with great fanfare. After the birth ceremony, while tumbaru was eulogising the child, everybody heard a heavenly voice, which said- 'this child will become famous as marut; he will become the ruler of all the mahipals.' everybody was extremely satisfied by this forecast.  

Marut ascends the throne  

Markandeya says- 'after the birth of marut, aveekshit accompanied by vaishaalini returned to his father's palace. After making salutations to his father, he kept the new born baby in his lap and told him that he had kept his word. Karandham became very pleased after seeing his grandson.' 'in course of time, marut grew up. He had mastered all the scriptures. He was also proficient in handling all kinds of weapons. There was nobody like him.' 'karandham had become old. He decided to go to the forest after making aveekshit the king but aveekshit was not interested in becoming a king. He too wanted to go to the forest. He said- 'the shame of the defeat still remains there. How can a person, who was not able to protect himself, protect his subjects.' karandham tried his best to convince him to become his successor but aveekshit was firm in his resolve finding no other option, marut was made the king. Marut went to the forest and did penance for 1,000 years. His wife did the same and went to live in sage bhargava's hermitage.  

A hermit advises marut on behalf of veera  

Kraustuki asks markandeya- 'o lord! We want to know more about marut.' markandeya says- 'after becoming the king, marut started ruling in a just manner. He performed many yagyas under the supervision of numerous 'yagyikas' and esteemed priests. Angira's son-samvart and brihaspati's brother were his chief priests under whose supervision, the yagyas used to be performed. Samvart had brought the peak of munjavaan mountain after uprooting it, for marut. King marut's palace and the sacred oblation site were constructed on this very mountain peak.' one day, a hermit said to marut- 'your grandmother veera is very tormented by the nuisance, the serpents are creating around the sacred oblation site. She is very displeased by your negligence. The serpents have bitten seven sons of a sage and have also polluted the water of the sacred pond. The sages have started making offerings to the serpents to please them, instead of paying attention on the performance of the yagyas. Although the sages are capable of destroying the serpents, yet they have decided against doing so as this is not their job. This is the job of a king. A king should be aware of each and every event taking place in his kingdom. You are not aware of the misdeeds of the serpents because you don't have any detective to keep you informed of such events. Being a king, it is your duty to protect your subjects by punishing the wrong doers. If you don't do this then you will become a sinner. O king! Your grandmother is very much concerned about your negligent attitude and wants you to act in a way befitting a king.'  

The serpents take the refuge of bhamini (vaishaalini)  

Markandeya says- 'marut was ashamed after hearing the sage's words. He cursed himself for his negligence. He picked up his bow and arrows in anger and went to the oblation site. When he reached there, he saw the dead bodies of seven hermits lying on the ground. Being enraged, he picked up his most devastating weapon named samvartak. The serpents became terrified as the tremendous amount of heat generated by this weapon had started to burn them. Unable to bear the tremendous heat caused by the weapon, the serpents took the refuge of bhamini (vaishaalini)- the mother of marut.' 'sometime in the past, vaishaalini had promised to protect the serpents when in danger. Vaishaalini requested her husband- aveekshit to persuade marut against killing the serpents. Aveekshit told her that the intensity of marut's anger was a result of the grave sins committed by the serpents. 'But for your sake, i will request him to pardon the serpents- if he still does not agree to stop killing the serpents then i will have no option but to destroy his weapon- samvartak.' after saying this, aveekshit picked up his bow and arrows and went to the oblation site accompanied by his wife.  

The hermit's sons become alive  

Markandeya says- 'when aveekshit reached the oblation site, he found that the whole atmosphere was ablaze by the tremendous heat generated by marut's weapon, samvartak. He requested marut to drop his weapon but marut refused by saying- 'o father! These serpents are the culprits. They have killed the hermit's sons. They have also polluted the reservoir and caused obstacles in the accomplishment of oblation-rituals. I am never going to forgive them. Aveekshit told marut that the serpents had taken his refuge and hence he should forgive them to protect the honour of his father's promise. When marut did not listen, aveekshit picked up his weapon 'kaal' to kill him. Marut enquired from him as to why he was trying to kill his own son, who was just performing his duty of protecting the oblation site from the serpents. Aveekshit replied that he too was duty bound to protect the serpents that had taken his refuge. When the sages saw both father and son were bent on killing each other, they intervened and advised them against killing each other. Right then, a sage came with the news that the serpents had agreed to make all the dead sons of the hermit, alive. Thus, all the dead sons of the hermits became alive and once again, the father and son were prevented from killing each other. From then onwards, marut took proper care while ruling his kingdom. Later on, he married sukesha- the daughter of kekaya, saindhavi- the daughter of sindhuraaj, vayushmati- the daughter of chediraaj etc. He had eighteen sons from his wives among whom, and narishyant was the eldest.  

King narishyant  

Markandeya says- 'among the eighteen sons of marut, narishyant was the eldest. Marut ruled over his kingdom for 70,015 years after which narishyant succeeded him as the king. Marut went to the forest to do penance. After becoming the king, narishyant decided to perform a grand yagya, the like of which had never been accomplished by his ancestors. Narishyant made such huge donations to the brahmins that it was more than enough for their future generations to come. Once, narishyant decided to organise another yagya grander than the earlier one. But no priest was found to supervise it. At his repeated requests, some brahmins agreed to supervise the yagya. But this particular yagya was unique of its kind because the brahmins played the part of host as well as that of priests. The brahmins made donations to the brahmins who were acting as priests. In this grand yagya, crores of yagyas were performed in all the directions of the earth at one time. This grand yagya was possible only because of the wealth donated to the brahmins by king narishyant. Narishyant was such a religious and virtuous king. Narishyant felt joyous that due to his donations, the brahmins had become wealthy and at the same time, he was also sad that his desire of performing a grand yagya was not going to be accomplished as the brahmins no longer needed donations.  

Sumana chooses dama as her husband  

Markandeya says- dama was the son of narishyant. His mother was indrasena- the daughter of babhru. He became the master in archery under the tutelage of vrishparva. He also learnt the nuances of handling other kinds of weapons under the guidance of dundubhi. He learnt the scriptures from sage shakti and the art of yoga from aashartishen. Sumana, the daughter of king charusharma had chosen dama as her husband in a swayamvara. But mahanand, vayushmaan and mahadhanu did not like her decision, as they too wanted to marry her. All three of them decided to abduct her by force and marry who ever among them she decided to marry with. Their evil intentions were corroborated by the friends of dama. Thus, all three of them abducted sumana. Dama became angry. He asked all the kings who were present in the swayamvara- 'tell me whether swayamvara is religious or irreligious?' one of the kings said that certainly a swayamvara is religious and only dama has the right to marry sumana as she had herself chosen him. But some other kings supported dama's opponents. They said- 'raakshas vivaaha is the norm prevalent among people possessing arms. Only such a person has a right to marry sumana who has defeated his rivals.' dama became furious with them. He knew that they were saying such things out of jealousy. But still he decided to accept their proposal. He threw an open challenge by saying- 'anybody who wants to die may abduct my wife in front of my eyes.' a tremendous battle was fought between dama and his opponents. At first, mahanand came forward to fight him with a sword in his hand. Dama showered a volley of arrows at him. All the arrows were neutralised by mahanand. After that, mahanand jumped and climbed on the chariot of dama. Dama severed his head. After the killing of mahanand, vayushmaan came forward to fight dama but his sword was broken into two pieces by the assault of dama. Dama then killed his charioteer. After that, vayushmaan picked up his spiked mace but dama destroyed even this mace. In the battle, vayushmaan got injured and fell on the ground. Vayushmaan quit the idea of fighting. Seeing him reluctant to fight, dama spared his life. At last, charusharma married his daughter sumana with dama. After staying for some days at his father-in-law's place, dama returned home accompanied by his wife- sumana.  

Killing of narishyant  

Markandeya says- 'when the newly married couple- dama and sumana returned to the capital, king narishyant was extremely pleased. King narishyant after knowing about the brave deeds of his son was very proud of him. As he had become old, he appointed dama as his successor and he went in the forest to do penance accompanied by his wife- indrasena. Once, vayushmaan came in the same forest where king narishyant was doing his penance. After seeing narishyant and his wife, he enquired as to, who they were. But king narishyant did not give any reply as he was observing a mauna vrata. Somehow, vayushmaan came to know about his identity that he was none other than the father of his bitter enemy- dama. He felt that this was the most opportune moment for him to take his revenge and killed narishyant. Indrasena on seeing her dead husband, started to wail. All the sages and hermits who were doing penance in that forest arrived there and started cursing vayushmaan for the grave sin he had committed. Indrasena requested one of the sages to go and inform dama about his father's death. She said- 'go and tell him that his father narishyant has been killed by vayushmaan while he was doing penance. Now, it was his duty to avenge his father's death.' after saying this, indrasena committed sati by jumping into the burning pyre of her husband.  

King dama and his marriage with sumana dama vows to kill vayushmaan  

Markandeya says- 'when dama came to know about his father's death, he became extremely furious. Although he was very patient by nature but still the news of his father's death made him restless. He thought- 'shame on me. Inspite of myself being alive, the wicked vayushmaan had killed my father. I have failed in my duty. Being a king, it is my duty to punish the wicked people and protect the virtuous ones. But my enemy is still alive after committing a heinous crime. Now, i will perform my father's tarpan only with the blood of vayushmaan. If i fail in doing this, then i would give up my life by jumping into the fire. I will not only kill vayushmaan but also his whole family. Whoever tries to help him will be put to death. Even if the deities, yama or kuber try to help him, they will get destroyed.'  

Killing of vayushmaan  

Markandeya says- 'after taking a vow to kill vayushmaan, dama consulted his priests and ministers on his future course of action. All of them unanimously decided that vayushmaan must be punished for his crime. At last, dama marched along with a huge army towards vayushmaan's kingdom. When vayushmaan came to know of dama's arrival, he became very angry. The battle commenced. The chief commander of vayushmaan's army attacked dama but was killed by dama. Seeing his chief commander dead, vayushmaan tried to flee from the battlefield with his army. Seeing him flee, dama challenged vayushmaan. Vayushmaan accepted dama's challenge and turned back to fight again. A ferocious battle was fought. In a very short time, dama killed all the seven sons of vayushmaan, his brothers, relatives and his friends. Vayushmaan was extremely angry at the death of his near and dear ones and he attacked dama with his sword. But dama pulling vayushmaan by his hair, felled him on the ground and put his feet on his neck saying- 'i am now going to pierce the heart of this wicked and mean man. All the deities, human beings, sages etc. Should witness this scene.' saying this, dama killed vayushmaan. Blood started to ooze out from the wound inflicted on vayushmaan's heart. Dama tried to drink that blood but was desisted from doing so by the deities. Then dama performed the last rites of his father with that blood. In this way, he took his revenge.  

The benefits of listening to markandeya puraan  

The birds said- 'o jaimini! This was the way, sage markandeya had narrated the divine tales to kraustuki. A person who either studies this puraan or listens to it achieves great accomplishment. All his desires are fulfilled and he enjoys a long life. He becomes free from all his sins. Markandeya puraan is the seventh among all the eighteen puraans. Listening to it helps a man to atone for all the sins committed during the period of one hundred crore kalpas. The virtues attained by listening to markandeya puraan are equivalent to the virtues attained by making donations at pushkar or by studying all the vedas.' jaimini replied- 'o birds! You have enlightened my mind by narrating the tales of markandeya puraan and have made it free from all sorts of confusion. May the almighty god bless you, may you enjoy a long life free from all the diseases.' saying like this, jaimini went back to his hermitage.   

